IT WAS A VICIOUSLY HOT MONTH. I WAS ENJOYING o - .
THE SMALL AMOUNT OF BREEZE THE ELECTRIC FAN E: == ahem -- /

COULD MANAGE. BUSINESS HAD BEEN SOMEWHERE R MAMIE HAD FOL
BELOW SLOW, AND I DIPDN'T SEE ANY PENALTY FOR g,'g..- > WAYS TO ey
CLOSING MY EYES FOR A WHILE. INTRODLICE A
CLIENT. ALL IN
I'M JOE FISHER. I'M A PRIVATE INVESTIGATCR, THE TONE OF
WHEN THERE'S WORK. HER VOICE. THE
FIRST ONE
MEANT SHE

MAMIE HANDY, MY SECRETARY.

THERE WAS A TIME WHEN I 7 2 ) JACHeHT TH
THOLIGHT I SHOULD FIRE HER ,:::F:"' 7 R B
FOR THE NINE KINDS OF HELL i P 5o
SHE GIVES ME. THESE DAYS I'M 9/ 114  NETHER e
PRETTY SLRE I'M NOT PAYING /. | | ee et
HER NEARLY ENOLIGH. g | SHE LIKED THEM

LIRTH ME
I hate to : :
interrupt your 4F SHE WASN'T

B iy W N SURE, BUT SHE
meeting," but You | T . Bl
have a client. : Y fggﬁ j’Hﬂ; ﬁj}a’f?‘ A

THIS WAS A
NUMBER-FOLIR.

S

lthdssssadammmam s o -

Didn't: you tell me you were writing this
~ thing Por @ guy's private session? Where'd this
silly-ass narration come Prom?

name 4 Ellie
atanford.

-‘H\\‘ L,
I'm sorry bo
come Without
calling Pirst: ... I
bhink You may be the £F \ _‘_
only person who Wil ' 7~ Private session? Are
e e " [ we watching a private

=

A\_scenario? 15 that Ok? .ﬁ"’ _
- 7 i

I need you to Pind
out who killed my
Pather.

O, held up, hold
up. Pavse this.

Don't worry.
It's Pine.
I vsvally make a
rePerence recording, .
especially if it's one of the Nathan S argent Denise Cardullo
elaborate ones. I give @ Thia one turned
copy Go the customer. Fout o good that we're
Like @ souvenir. /'  thinking of making a
passive out of it. Nathan was .
thrilled; he not only gave ‘, n
permission to show it, we got
him Go come record the
harration. IP we do release

ik, we frpgwe him a cut, ' '
j o . OF course,
We're nob o
completely sure
ib'll work, though. . -

You're the test

avdience.
K4 : P I s H E R Why is it
. e ' |

“The Fisher .

Case?" Shovldn't

' ' itbe "The |
stanford 4
fase"? {

Sounded W
.I'iﬂ'j I LHE W tlhla H"" t;tltlep "".

4 narration's corny, but Besides, these
[ it's accurate. Nathan uaww stories are vsvally
"-..

Me homework. I watched a . more about: the
|'u. lot of old "movies" and read A Lou Laurence Production detective than

tlhp '"Hh" T
a-"f

h ° E;‘i’,f,,g ;,Ef?;&;;“ in association with Serene Entertainme

--_,'_'l- —
— -

.--"’ i

_ : b __*_,_..-'

_.--"'_-_-___-_-_"‘--.

’/';: Harrison stanPord. ] e
( Construction business, right? N i : : __——_
) Found shot at his oPPice desk - e _ T o ~
--; six days ago. y , ~ Well, it's a place to start.
i | : Al - ([ I'm going bo want a look at the )

" You know afr{‘-w : - il : "'-~____5PF’|'r:e-- Probably the house, t00. 4
about it already! - . j

Only what I read in
the paper. Who do you
think killed him?

MP. Fisher, i e
Hlﬁr‘lé'u:-?ﬁhﬁﬂﬂfpil e OP course. Here, I have a Ih-f-'-'u

wouldn't be here. to the cpﬂr:r.;ﬁ—:; ﬂéﬁ? come by the |

; THE BABY ANIMAL HAD A
The r FEW TEETH. GOOPD. )
business was | 7 E#b hﬁ:U[H Ibr%r; te ]
doing Ok? . [Nk OF anyooay.
Vaday drgn b socialize P oot asesawa
Mmuch aPter mother ; e e S
AsParasI et er % _ b [ haveaclient. )
know. They gob a (ot of y | \ ol Sore frg foma £\ Anything I can do? / _ *
work in the suburbs. Not : - y : 4 ! _- _1_;'; e %
MUCh in the city, = : -_ . "
becavse-- £l -' f Euqmeaa : p = Blue-eyes, I
: rival? s d:m 't even know :P
s , Lhere's anything Iy
- n LS N k, ¢an do.
;_,..- 1 5UFF5‘551 but 1 “ \ \i _
¢/ wouldn't know iF ther-e)

Yeah, I
know why.

was. You'll need to talk
_ to Mr. Montrose. His
> Lok, even i uﬂu ,‘ b, business parter. y

7/ haven't picked a horse, } R~

You have to give me some
idea who's in bhe race. Who
\ had reason to want your 4 : _ - '
b Pather dead? 4 \ . Tt g
~U = el I likely won't
TS o RS . be back in today.
i . Hold the Port.



MONTROSE WASN'T
ANSWERING HIS
PHONE, SO I DECIDED
I'D TAKE A LOOK AT
THE OFFICE FIRST. IT
WAS SLICK--VERY
EXPENSIVE-LOOKING,
IN A VERY EXPENSIVE
BUILDING. EITHER THEY
WERE DOING REALLY
WELL, OR THEY
WANTED PEOFLE TO
THINK THEY WERE.

Ffﬁdif’:g
everything wou
need all right,

then?

Lievtenant.
.M'w-'aﬂa good to see
the Porce on duty.

COLLD HAVE BEEN WORSE.
LT. NORRIS AND I WEREN'T
BUDPPDIES, BUT I'D TAKE HIM
OVER MOST OF THE REST OF
THE POLICE ANY DAY. AT
LEAST YOU COULD GET AN
IPEA INTO HIS HEAD
SOMETIMES.

This is 3 crime
scene. 1 should
MUK You in.

You've had a
weelk. They even
took the tape off

the door.

Ereaking and
entering, then.

gorry. I have

THE CRIME SCENE WAS
WEIRDLY CLEAN. JUST A
TOPPLED CHAIR WITH NO
BULLET HOLES. I HAD TO
LOOK CLOSE TO SEE A
FEW BLOOD SFATTERS.

THAT WAS ALL.

Who is this
guy? Another
detective?

]
Kind of.
He detects, bub ™

e -

he's a police officer. B

State-sponsored law o
enPorcement. f’;’r’l '

s
il fﬁ

7 The police didn's like S
private investigators much §
.. T bhink maybe becavse they

were worried the PI's were
doing what the police were
suppesed Lo be doing? It
doesn't make a lot 0P sense to y
\," me eibher. Bub the /"

EVERYTHING ELSE IN THE
ROOM WAS JUST AS
USELESS. I WENT THROLGH
BOTH DESKS, THE FILE
CABINET ... THIS YEAR'S
LEDGER WAS SITTING RIGHT
OUT ON STANFORD'S DESK,
WHICH MEANT IT WAS LEGIT. T
FLIPPED THROLIGH IT AN '.‘r"'}‘:.d:.
NADPA.

f-f.-.—._-_-_-_‘-‘-‘-‘-‘-""i-. =
” No,Porreal. N
There were two kiﬂdﬁr\‘-
bhe ones who went around
in "plain clothes,” like this
guy, investigating crimes, and
others in uhiPorm--you'll see

one later--who walked EWUHE{J

trying bo make sure people 4
didn't do crimes in the 4
Pirst place. 4

- i - _--__ 1
gl .___.,.f' jl|i|||r Eht r: I',:;'tl h'a'lir E “"\.H
Y worked very well: it

v BN seems like a lot of bhem

S Wwere either brutal,
. corrupt, or just not
[ , Very efPective. 4

=

¥  Weknow

i

'

In'

/  thispart'’sa N\
{ problem. We're trying to \
| Pigure out how to sStick an|
W explanation in withovt /
disrupting the story .~
Loo much. o8

e L'El‘j and an o . HfEﬂDFIﬂ'E clear. A
invicaion. Q p

q"‘-.‘___-_-_‘_.___._._r.___,._-"f-,

Ah. Who's
wour client?
Montrose?

Now that Wou
know I'm not 8
burglar, I don't guess
I could get you to tell
me about the
actual event.

First, I want it
clear: IF you get
something on this, you
bring it straight to vs,
understand?

Lievbenant.

Are You saying you
think I'd withhold
inFormaction PFrom the
police?

Yeah, you've
never done that
in your life.

Not all that
muoch to tell
anyway. You can

see Por Wourselp
how clean the
scene is.

"There was plenty of blood,
but Most of it sbaved on him.
He went over backward in the

chair, and that was that. Now
Hou know as much as we do."

&'mon, Fisher. Who
glse is there? This
guestion about wasn't a street robbery
. Your client. that went south. Someone
,-.a:.;?’ _ came in and walked right
e i vp to the desk. Someone
aw
W
| L 1

You didn't
answer my

“d
I ) damned well you
_ S lhave to come vp With

, bty - ! Yen LR 48 with a bad grudge.
Y You know ' :
z,*‘.: d much better
’ redson before 1
disclose thak.

You got a pick
that isn't
Montrose, spit it
ovt. I want to know
1|"ﬂ'hat'.| Ilj‘u'l. 1'|'l.lr55|rr|g k

I don't
have anything
yet. I just
started.

Yeah, yeah.
Pon't get bent out of
shape. I'm just wondering iP

it's Montrose. Becavse iF it
i5, Yol Might wanna give him
back his money and get
clear, Y'know?

Ask
me again
aPter I talk to

Ij'ﬁ.r:mtmae . Maybe

IJ” k-ril':lll'lllr
something
tihen.

Yeah. I might
do that.

Meantime,
Wou were just
leaving. Pon't Porget:
Wour hat.




¢

WHOEVER THIS BLY WAS, THE
FREEZE WAS CLEARLY ON.

e |
e

THE STANFORD
RESIDENCE WAS IN
ONE OF THE PARTS

OF TOWN WHERE = - o w I don't owe you a
HOUSES ARE L el damned thing. And
DESIGNED TO LOOK ' b you've got a lot: of
LIKE NOTHING MLICH nerve even asking,
FROM THE FRONT SO aPter--
YOI DON'T KNOW

SOMEONE RICH LIVES
THERE. IT POESN'T
WORK, OF COLIRSE.

ELLIE STANFORD

LIVED IN A

CONVERTED

CARRIAGE HOLUSE IN Ellie, you have
THE BACK, IN A to khow
LITTLE BRICK-WALLED somebhing ...

COLRTYARD.

Y Even iP I did,
Jake, 50
what? - Why, hello,
Mr. Fisher!

I didn't
expect to see
Mol s soon., 4 == -
i : I don't bhink
meb mr. Montro 52 |
'L" t' Jacob Montrose,
Joe Fisher.

o

%
-d__._,-r"r'" -
v Y
( Did You need ]

something Prom me?,

.
-
et

There's no reason 'S
I should tell Hoo
anything. Frankly, 1
don't even know why y
She hired Woo. ¢

_‘___,..-—'_'—i-_._‘_‘__

7 Nothingtoo N P K ¥ oan | - : You know, t.h.ﬁ\;:}‘:
[ urgent. But I de ‘J ™ 3EH " ' . police already \f-ﬁ
want to talk to M. Y g | o - o have Wou tagged L
}-"' ]!ﬁ.ﬂﬂtlr'l:":lp ,.-' "-J '.. i .. X e . i - k! PG'F' Lfl”l'”l: i

ﬂlrsrl I'M in the b, N, 3 atanford. /

middieoPa | N | .
, L"GH-E"hatlﬂF, Mr. NG o .
» \ Fisher, s0-- = - b7 ; ¥ e

e

*eaiﬂ and you it
can't tell when
Wou're not

And you may \
not have Y
hoticed, but his
i A 5 daughter thinks |

| i S ":' i LT . Wou did ib, y
take a walk. | e Sl T = to. u;_..__.,—: .

2 TR

“The mﬂedfﬂa‘ he had an arternoon meeting
EllieZ S0ME ﬂﬁa&mm’sﬁaya word to me about.

. ”ff*"’fa”t | Then, the next day, I heard him 5aying to Someone on
) PoSsiblY ... ¢ Syt 2 the phone how ‘it went pretity well, he thought” and
Iﬁf- B N | %effyaﬂwﬁﬂmfﬁsyaum’ "d had
Pawtee | SRS enough. I decided I was going to See who he met and

then we were going ﬁ#ﬁd’l’&"ﬂ reckoning."

! does, doesn't
she? That's why

\ " she's acting /O 1 i 1. .
"""'HJ“"-E bhis. i R o . "What did he do that night ="

il

=

X

!"f.-

{ And do you |
bhink I killed §

L him as wellZ 8

e TR
* Haven't decided.
That's why it'd be
awPully helpPul iP you
answered my questions. For
instance, what were You /
dong on the night of the , £
u'l.'Jr'ﬂnﬁr'? -‘- -

working

With--7
No, you wouldn't |8
be ... all right,, |8

Pine. I was

B aw. Whi waold woo -
), Pollowing him. Now, why would You do "\
b Harrison.

a thing like that?

=3 ‘» w Because he was holding out

on me! We were supposed to be

partners, but For the last Pew

months he's been doing business
B without telling me anything.

b

S0 You're telling me
Wou went home to bed, §
and probably not an hour§
later, someone else
walked inbo the office [N
and shot: him. *

:- I Ellllgp;jb":ldk" I.:'”tllrll
I have reason
hot to.

“That's the strange thing. He left the ofFice,
had dinner in a diner, and then went to a place 1

didn’t know. Some kind of private clvb. I tried
bo dﬁea:'k on it aPberward, but all I could Pind ouk
- Was it was called the Paloma Club.

"He stayed there more than three hours, It
Was aimost midnight when he came back out.
And then he went back to the office! IF he went

there it Meant he was probably going b work (apRIEATe, Buk I'll give you
Ghe rest of the night. He was an insomniac. I'd T : soMe Pree advice:
sSometimes Find him at the desk in the Morning . iy Don't share that
and he hadn't gone home the night before. AT story with the

h police
ity 5 o o "I Pigured I wasn't going to learn anything else, :
- s0 I went home. "



I DIDN'T TELL

NTROSE, BUT
I KNEW HOW TO
CRACK THE '

IlcouLp GeT IN
| TIME I

WANTED JUST
BY MENTIONING
THE BOSS.

THE PROBLEM
WAS, THE ONLY
WAY I COULD
GET IN WAS BY
MENTIONING

THE BOSS.

WHICH MEANT
THAT IF I 60T
IN, I HAD TO
- TALK TO THE
BOSS.

.

[

e "‘ "FH-:“-'J long < e
ik B hasitbeen, WP .

B Joe? Six years?fy”  1'm not here Por that,
I = 3 cevens A Fuchsia. I just need a little

I : ‘\j T B information is all. One of _ .
; aur customers-- e .
||'| ' Houn coohomere / Readlly? You go bhis
We'l | i : _ " long and Ehen when you
-0 1l oDk acb e LK /. Pinally show Up You're

details later, dear. Lina has
brought me a surprise.

all business?

Thank you, Lina.

WS i
o [
L]

F!, You and sve both run
' f;& alona now.
% \ ~
L .
oo - —
- s -

-
ok

\4

I thought you
Were going to See me " -ﬁgﬂtfw i -
again, You know. hought you 2 U 'What. I’
agaﬂegﬂl ap[;'_.” made it pretty § N ; L Eﬂfiﬂairl ”
CIBAL WS I & Ias By so-important inPormation 1— .
that kind of \  iPyou do something
relationship. b interestingPirst.

b,

~I

Look, you're
hot going to be
COMPromising him. He's
dead and no cne else
cares. I just need
Lo kNow--

Oh, you've gotten
50 boring’
Relationships. Business,
Do wou ever have any Pun
RoW, :SE? [?r':r IL':!':IL:
Porget how?

Fuchsia, 1
didn't come here
to be seduced.

Then start
putting up some
resistance.



Lou, You sneak! I
should have known You
would have studied some of
the history.

Uh-huh.
I knew Wou
were just here
Por the sex

I Pelt it went with the
territory. I like to know
everything I can about

MY industiry.

SCenes.

Well, nots just Por ™,

them, but I do think 1
they're pretty

important, I;j‘hnr:w?#,-ﬂ

=
-
=

g

-
I‘ r

)

BB Jeah. I bhink 50 ™
B too, Which is why \
we departed From
genre norm here in
abigway. .

L \¥

-~

a.;‘.i'

What do
o Wou meanz

What was the
Hays OPfice?

Cenﬁara
.. It's a long story. }

She Means the _
Haws OPPice would not

i, ' approve.

WHEN I WOKE UP THE NEXT MORNING, FLICHSIA WAS NOWHERE TO BE SEEN,
Was he actually any good? I AND I WASN'T ABOUT TO GO OPEN EVERY DOOR IN THE CLLEB LOOKING FOR HER.
Mean, you know how non-actors 3
sometimes are ... = HADN'T TOLD ME A THING :
ABﬂU T HARRISON STANFORD.

I DIDN'T BOTHER GOING HOME TO
CLEAN UP. I COULD CHANGE INTO
A FRESH SHIRT AT THE GFFICE

HMMZ Oh!
You're thinking I
was playing
Fuchsia?

Marnrng boss.
}’ou ve gobt somebody in
1ther'e waiting. sorry, but /
\, he was prebbg F.

No, no--I'm . debermined.

playing Mamie. I @ : . -
wrote Mamie in 50 I 4 ! o e
covld drop Nathan hints ¥ . / Aclient?
and help steer him if he . ] e
heeded it.. He mostly i . :
didn't need it, so you | | *11 Iawyﬂr But I think
don't see Mamie ' he's harmless. Doesn't

much, ' Py ' sound like he's aPter
; \_ 4ou, anyway.

But I don't
remember Kori,
who plays Fuchsia,

Mr. Fisher. At last.

I spppose private
detectives don't have
the same idea of 8
schedule as the rest
ofus ...

The work sets
the schedule.

in here Por days. Been &
waiting long? £

having any
complaints!

Should have

baken !;]ﬂUI" coab

oPP. It's already
a hot day.

-~ JhEM--
I represent the Pirm
of Cortland and

Winesap ... You

Cortland, or
Winesap?

Neither. Peter
Jonathan,
associate.

e

= ] "- '..f" It's come bo our |
“ attention that you've been in
communication with Jacob
f Montrose. In connection with the
death of Harrison stanford, we
assuome. We'd like to know the
o fm.rf 5uh5tance of wour conversation with
Mr. Montrose, and his
whereabouts s0 we can talk to

hit directly.

“’Wﬁh

I don't divulge N
details of an active
investigation, Mr.
Jonathan, unless I have an
extremely good reason.
That, includes any
conversations I may or
may not have had with
Mr. Montrose.

I'll be happy to give
Wou his addresses and
phone numbers. I'll even
wish you ek Pinding him. I
get the impression he's
being a little hard to
locate right now.

Wanna tell me
what this is
about?

ME Firm is par-t.

the mawor's
special

\ anti-corrupbion

K. task Force ...

""-—-—_-.—-—--.l"

And what's any of
this got to do with
that?

oy I'm ... not B
W at liberty to
B\ discuss it.

You see? You don't want to
tell me anybhing, and I don't
want to tell you anything.

Let me show You out.

SOV v b 10 ELE

Mr. Fisher, I want to
make this completely
clear: IF wou're Pound to be
withholding information vital
to the proceedings of the
task Porce, there will be
repercussions,

I'll keep bhat in
mind. On the other
hand, how will I know
what's vital to the

proceedings if you're
not even willing to
give me a hink?

Have a good
morning, Mr.
Jonathan,




“Anti-corruption task : MORGLIE, T COLILD HAVE HAD A LOOK AT \{ Er
Force" ... now that's an HE CO OF A SCOTCH ON THE ROCKS. I KNEW ONE ©
interesting concept. THE M.E.'S PRETTY WELL. BUT STANFORD'S STLIFF HAD

BEEN MOVED TO THE FRECINCT PROPERTY ROOM. SO I
HAD TO GET A LITTLE MORE CREATIVE.

What does Joe, I swear, iP I
"corruption” mean here, . didn’t like You 50 Do you
anyway? - B Much, and why I do, KNOW hoW
I don't know... much tro ub'ﬂ
we'll bethbe in P
we get caught
in here?

Relax,
spgar. I've got
what I need.

see? Only took
a minute.

7/ Badconduct by
| civie oPPicials, mostly.
| Taking bribes ... blatant
. Pavoritism in their
..h"x._‘ dl.l'ﬂ IE‘_'.'

ﬂ.-:; 5
| '_ business as I .
1 . Uh""lati RVl 2or SR ' ¥ i :"_'-'l.l"-"Lﬂ'F"I,.
~J . AR s ) let's clear
7 Yeah, pretty y R | | oul. 1 owe
\  much. o You big.

You sure do. And Ehis time
Wol're going to make good,
Mr. Never-Calls-Back.

WHILE TRYING TO GET OLT OF THE STATION WITHOUT BEING SEEN, THE REASON STANFORD AND MONTROSE PIPN'T GET A LOT ©OF WORK IN THE CITY IS

I PASSED AN INTERROGATION ROOM. LT. NORRIS WAS GIVING BECALISE THE FIX WAS IN, HAD BEEN FOR A LONG TIME. EVERY MAJOR

WHAT-FOR TO 4 WOMAN I RECOGNIZED FROM THE NIGHT BEFORE, CONSTRLCTIC, FEGJ%T S%-EHGW ENDED UP IN'THE LAP OF THE PINLICC] BRO THEES
IN THE PALOMA CLUB. JUST ONE E.E‘ HAD BEEN DEAD F@R YEARS. v

SOME PE{?HE FIGLIRED THAT ROCCO EINI}CGI HADH’EE}" 800D MOB EG'NNEC TIGNS
OTHERS HAD AN /DEA THAT HE WAS THE MOB--THE LOCAL BOSS, WITH THE
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY AS HIS MAIN LEGITIMATE FRONT.

I FAVORED THE SECOND THEOCRY.

OF COURSE IT COULD HAVE BEEN A COINCIPENCE. THE
POLICE TRIED TO BUST "PRIVATE CLUBS" LIKE THAT ALL
THE TIME. BUT IT MADE ME TWICE AS DETERMINED TO
TAKE ANOTHER CRACK AT THE CLLIB LATER THAT NIGHT.

’ 3
Organized crime. Lilke

ST Fr a business, but Por doin,
BT JUST THEN I HAD SOMETHING ELSE TO cHASE. I \\f//, o tadiimas,

HAD COME TO GET A LOOK AT STANFORD'S
DATEBOOK. HIS ONLY APPOINTMENT FOR THE DAY
BEFORE HIS DEATH HAD BEEN WITH "MACAFEE RE
FISHERMAN'S ?.FIEE .";HE?FE'I%? gﬁf_'r” ONE MACAFEE J ¥ '
IN TOWN THA ERED, AND ONLY ONE ' ¥ | FISHERMAN'S PIER WAS A BIé DEAL, AND
FISHERMAN'S FPIER ... AND IF STANFORD HAD MET FFi THERE WAS NO QLES Tfﬂ% IT WAS THE KIND

WITH THE MAYOR TO TRY TCO GET IN ON THAT - y OF THING DINLICC! WOULD LISUALLY HAVE
PROJECT, THE WHOLE PICTLIRE CHANGED. . HANDED TO HIM. IF STANFORD WANTED IT,

) VP THAT MAY HAVE PLT HIM ON DINUCCI'S HIT

LIST==A PLACE YOU DIPN'T WANT TO BE.

GETTING TO DINLCCI WASN'T TOO HARD. I'D Wi bre vl o 400 g T'm getéing
GOTTEN TANGLED IN SOME BLSINESS OF HIS A Lk B -L ot

FEW YEARS BACK AND I DON'T KNOW WHETHER HE isbrar i i
DECIPED I'D EARNED SOME RESPECT, OR WHETHER PRI ot iyl I
5 ool TR T ML WGE e o) TR et OF COLIRSE I'D KNOWN to think there's Something not on
THINGS TO THE WRONG PEOPLE, BUT FOR o2 SOINIUNg Ron 0
WHATEVER REASON. HE'D NEV.EEI: THROWN ME OUT THAT WAS COMING. T the level with that contract.

: HAD AN ANSWER ALL = Don't know where he got

KNOWN TO END ARGUMENTS WITH A SHOTGLN, SO ' '

LL, I'mnotinit at all. I
I FIGLURED I WAS DOING PRETTY WE . Aottt

hard to tell him to bake
a Plying leap.

—

.ldn‘ml

MO

Well, I got

nothing Por Wou.

I ain't bidding on
W the project.

Siddown, siddown.
You want a drink?

No, thanks. Just
passing through, and
wanted to ask you about
the Fisherman's Pier
contract.

Now, I wovldn't
want to be a rude
guest, but given your X ~l i | | Y
history with city o W71 T | . S
contracts, I Pind that a - | . da-.n;id EE:}?&L:”HEH
little hard to You don't: have | Y00 Stop to think
believe. to get cute. I know L He S Rk
Wou know what's - B y
what. I'd have gone m— S
Por it Por sure, but I - ) |
was asked to sit
this one out.

Who has e
enough pull with RS I
Wou to--% '

sorry. That was LS
_ rude. &

/" Nah, I get it. N
NN The mavor asked
me. keep that
under Your hat.

See, he's
gone and made
himselP a situation. He
had to make that task
Porce--with Spencer
hollering to hell and gone
about corruption and 4
almost winning [ast &
tlllllln'a"" . _._.:'Q:_ .

L

— a%ﬂ‘
> —c: now he's got
" these dogs arlrr!r—“mg x
around and he's just \ 1|
about Pfﬂﬁ-fﬂg his pants i : ,. . B f What the
B hoping they stop before -, |\ PoekzZ
. they get all the way 4 A
Up £o him.

=,
o
L]




=3
""’_,..--"""_'_-_-_'_'_ .

i

SN % /1P that sonoPabitch Y
o © . W thinks he can just walk )
l b bt B ight intoe my yard Eﬁld""__,.r

, ‘ﬁ\k‘“‘

" Now, which 8
son-oP-a-bitch )
\ Would that be? 4

i

'_‘____,.--"""_'_'_'ﬁh_"";f:“_#’#

o ..._r r 5__- ; i ] : o i i : ,.-""f :“:U ':'-'t-i” HEFE;"’ - ‘1'\,‘

Y N o ' L Lt . (' Eh, What the hell. Heard |

B You clowns all gob = - L anything about: Diego )

B vour thumbs up 'S . | _ ’ R,

Wour assesor | :

N something? Go get [

B the water trock! Get B
B A lpad Prom Ghe

sand pit!

-
%

4antiago?

e
2 Nothing much and %

i nothing good. He's got 3"
construction business
too, doesn’'t heZ Is he B

y compebing with you? A8

e

. .
He thinks he is.
This is how the
bastard "competes.”
Ok, he wants to do it
that way, he's gonna Pind |
out who's got the real
B\ gangs he's got under

=

'.;Ea.\_t_ his thumb-- 48

> Ah, wou
7 don't need to
/ hear that. Listen, you
/  wanna ask about
Fisherman's Pier, go
” t‘G‘t-hEF‘ hil'l"-r H':I't' Me . EUtl
. watch your ass if you
o do. You ask me, the
b, guy's Pucking
. hUbs., o8

-

¥ s III|l"'
A

T
i

A e il
mMove .

SANTIAGO DIDN'T SEEM TO
HAVE A REGLILAR OFFICE,
EVEN AT HIS /Fisherman's Pier, \
CONSTRLUCTION COMPANY . /  huhZ dure, '\
IT TOOK ME HOLIRS TO | | answeryour |
LOCATE HIM, SITTING AT A : | questions.
BATTERED DESK IN A BARE .H !
ROOM IN A BUILDING I'D \ Just let me geb out
THOLIGHT WAS ABANDONED. My notes. 4
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 _oegmet I DECIDED THAT DINUCCI MIGHT BE
SRS S e e RIGHT ABOLIT SANTIAGO.

Tl

SINCE SANTIAGO
WAS A DEAD END

LINLESS I COLLD

. .GET HIM TO TALK
WITH HIS MOUTH
INSTEAD OF HIS

GLN, I SWITCHED
TRACKS AND WENT

BACK TO WORK ON
THE PALOMA w !
THIS TIME I WASN'T -
GOING IN THE

FRONT DOOR.

'u_l |

There Wou
are, Mr. Pobois!
Late Por wour
very Pirst
session, tsk.

P APPARENTLY
CLUSTOMERS
WANDPERELD THE
BACK HALLS

PRETTY FREELY;
NO ONE PAID

ANY ATTENTION

7O ME.

RN

/  that's
[ wrong. We |
moved it to the)
blue room Por |

tonight. I 6old |
Dolores /

.

that. £
1\\ ;_._,5_,&::

e
L ! y

FLICHSIA. _ il
e '

THE ONE there
PERSON I shovld be

-Eﬂ. o

DIDN'T
WANT TO
SEE.

I'D HAVE TO

enough time,
and Corinne
needn't
L;Hlﬂ'lllir a

DUCK IN THE
NEAREST
DOOR AND
HOPE FOR
THE BEST.

sorry to take
Wou away Prom
Wour duties ...

Oh!Then
You're in the
Wrong room.

, | Whose customer /
Here's pour ¥ are you?
outPit. Did wou T

shave § .

E"-"E!'":']'Ju'hEFE ag I- N o # IJH'I- ﬂl:ltl a i
We aeads o : . § Y customer. Look, this is ™
5 | ' /' ...Youhave aregular
customer named Harrison
atanPord. he's asked me tio '|
deliver @ message to the person,
who is normally ... who he's
vsvally a customer of ...I /
don't know what you -~
call it.

It's all right.

I think Mr.
[fubois is a |
| no-show, aniway. |

\ Corinne will be /
COLIPLE OF RISKY - . annoved. 4
LEAPS HERE, BUT I - ™ i
COLULDN'T THINK OF | 10
ANYTHING BETTER _d|
ON THE FLY. 11

Well, bhat'd be Sve ... do
Wou need to deliver the
message bo her directiy?

Geb out of
all that, and
While Wou're
putbing this on,
I'll go Petich your
stockings and
shoes.

-‘- - __-'-
ol T
o~ l"'.

N \\'vE Ut Sue .ﬁnaglh""'-.,

[ have a customer |

_ That's rights ... | right now. IP she |

S % N it's personal and | | does, we can't |
! private. " \ disturb her.

:r oy ' ,*,?; _-:1.I X ” T ; ! . 3 : .I {‘
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You're not supposed to be in
this room. Don't tell!

Yes, that's what I
thought--she's with
somebody. You'll have tio
come back later.

: Would stanPord have ... N,
Pon't worry, they L, N That is, does Sue do this | _
fan't see Us. P R T g with il her customers, LH_‘___‘_ f_..-"'
\ o, L Miss ... 7 1

I mean,
honestly, Joe. —

=
Uo you think 1 keep secrets

because I enjoy itZ The privacy of
MY customers is important to me.
And to the business. IP they thought
I couldn't keep their secrets, y.
they'd stop coming. -

",

I understand that,
Fuchsia. And I don't, want,
Lo reveal your secrets. Thing
15, this is the last place
gtanford went before going
back to his oPPice and
%\ Jetting shot. You see why
N bhere's interest?

Tou know, You
covld have told me
that yesterday.

You didn't really give \
Mme a chance to.

Not as easy as
IP the police haven't Wou think, apart
already jumped vp Your Prom private
ass about this, it's only - investigators who
becavse Montrose is doing R know how to pick the
his best: to avoid talking to = back door lock. aure, we let them
them. That won't last. . —y S wander around. It's
' : i not @ prison. But they
vsvally can't get into
anybhing they shouldn't
see. My staPP lock the
: doors while they're
Bub ... there's no . ! working.
way the ¢lub could !
have anything to do with
this! Harrison was a
complete sweetheart, and
besides, we don't knock ofP §
people even if we don't
like them. It's bad Por
business.

g
Besides, I do a lot of
| : screening bePore they ever
What ab iz - get to the point where they can |
;'whhagttv?g;ﬂ}aﬂgﬁﬁgggg : : go back there. I'd like to think I 5
; b e b S : wouldn't have let a shitheel
s tasung sule haveening I blackmailer in there in the Pirst |
care about costoiners walking B B place. I pretty good jodge 4
around ... easy enough to get a c ;_ o character, You know. 4
look at What: the other ones : -
were getting vp to. - o | f—-___h_

—

Which is probably why I
tolerate your bullshit.

Al ¥ J
OMK, hang on. Right? It's

ridiculovs. But that
really does seem to
What is all this = g be how it was. _
about blackmail? What | I Pound stories of
did stanPord do to get ' people having to give up their
blackmailed Por? f _ posibions becavse someone Pound
oLt thew'd paid Por sex. Not
anybhing particolariy kinky, even.
Just the idea that they'd
paid Por sex.
You're not going to
tell me he covld be
blackmailed just Por
, wanting to get dommed
: once a week.

Y Seems like everyone had
' Lo pretend they were chaste
and squeaky clean at all
times.They weren't; they did all
the stUPF we do. They just £
B weren't allowed to admit it7 A8
I don't know. y

s

¥ .
That must have been §
really boring. GladI |
wasn't there. 4
y
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THERE FROBABLY WASN'T ANYTHING LISEFLL I COULD GET
a FROM HIM. ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU DON'T GET TOO
A0 I | MANY CHANCES TO TALK TO THE MAYOR WITH NO

WITNESSES PRESENT. MAYBE HE'D LET SOMETHING LOOSE.

I WALKED A WHILE AFTER LEAVING THE CLUB, TRYING

TO GET MY HEAD UNTANGLED. IT WASN'T WORKING. AS I PASSED CITY HALL, T

NOTICED THE LIGHTS WERE
ON IN THE MAYOR’'S OFFICE.
EVERYBODY KNEW WHICH
ONE WAS HIS, ESPECIALLY
AFTER A GUY HAD TRIED TO
DO SOME TARGET PRACTICE
. FROM THE STREET TWO
: - YEARS AGO. RUMOR WAS THE
s WINDOWS WERE
v e i BULLETPROOF NOW.
ANOTHER RUMOR WAS HE
LIKED TO WORK LATE
BECALISE NOBODY ELSE WAS
THERE TO DISTRACT HIM.

%

I just wanted to ask you
about the Fisherman's Pier
contract.

Who are you?
What are Wou
doing here? |
You've said many
times Wour door's
always open to your ArcthGiZ tow
constituents. _ . many of #ou dre
there?

Not at this hour.
How'd Wou get past

the guard? Oh, well, I don’t know

anything about: anyone
else. I just want to know
Didn't see one. about Harrison Stanford's
rounds. My name's i
Joe Fisher.
Are wou asking
& Mme Whether he was
> competing Por the
Hrm. Fisher, eh? "% ; contract?
. Weren't you the % 5
[ Pellow who dealt with the | . 3 No, I know
| ra T L " Wy H:Iﬂﬁ"lﬁ t'h'at'-
\ Sberling embezzlement -_- . I'\ aak;’né What
) masers & happens to his bid now
that he's deceased. 15
it null and void?

Flatbered you
remember.

i

It was a nice bit oP
work. What do you want,
Mr. Fisher?

AS I WALKEDR OUT, I HEARDP THE SOLUNP OF MACAFEE
Until 8 Pew hours ago, I DIALING THE PHONE. HE HADN'T EVEN BOTHERED TO
his business partner earlier . LIKE EAVESDROPPING WAS FAIR GAME.

\ today and I gather he wants ]
| the bid to stand. 0 |V

SO MONTROSE WASN'T JUST HIDING Roceo? This is Larry.
SOMEWHERE SITTING ON HIS HANDS, THEN. %
Rocco, what the hellis
up with all of these people
wanting to talk to me about
Fisherman's Pier? Have Wou
been telling people you're
out? You know that looks
just as bad, don't you?

Thanks, that's very helpPul.
Just between vs, how likely is
he to get the contract? Is
there a lot of competition?

Mr. Fisher, I think you
know better than to expect
me to answer that. And I don't
see how it can possibly be
relevant tio any investigation

."'l '|I % ! -
e Well, I don't know,
then. somebody sure
got the word that it
Was open season ...

Now, I think wou
shovld leave. Feel Pree
to come Lalk o me some

AR I NOTICED MACAFEE WASN'T MENTIONING STANFORD
appointment. OR MONTROSE. EVERYONE KNEW HE WAS VERY
CHUMMY WITH DINLICCI, BUT DID THAT EXTEND TO
TELLING DINUCC] WHO HAD PLACED BIDS?

- - N ONE OF THE MESSAGES WAS FROM THE CLIENT, ASKING.IE.THERE HAD BEEN.
: N — - ANY PROGRESS. TRUTH WAS, I WASN'T SUREHOW TO ANSWER THAT.
Morning, bess, Third day -

in that soit, I see. ) .
IN Ghat thl I _________- I_I_.-* ‘['Ilppgperl'tl tI[E| th"'ll"'lﬂll"l
[ You can't talk, You wear the

l.

\_ Same dress every day.

~ Not true. I
:f. have Pive identical
dresses,

]

On sundays I
do laundry.

IF DINUCC] KILLED STANFORD,
HE WAS LYING ABOUT SEVERAL
THINGS, AND HE WASN'T THAT
What do you WY 600D A
do on o SR

aaturdays? 1 R : SANTIAGO COULD HAVE KILLEL
i L R ANYBODY, BUT SO FAR IT
WASN'T EVEN CLEAR SANTIAGO
HAD KNOWN STANFORD
EXISTED.

MONTROSE ... WELL. I'D HAVE
S TN Y 3 i,qu Mﬂf;’fﬁﬂ?gE WGLELEN‘;E

W MESSE: & " ! [ . ) A E HAVE W, ED TO END. =
et g a0 \ AR RN |\ THE BUSINESS BY KILLING
- b, - \ RRLLLLLRE ' _ STANFORD, BUT NOW IT
DED LIKE HE WAS TRYING
\ | TO SALVAGE IT ALONE.

A |

I run naked through
GriPPith Park.

—
"
=

-

I NEEDED TO HAVE ANOTHER
" TALK WITH MONTROSE.



Now, doe.

¥ Not that I've never done anything \

[out of the goodness of My heart, and)

HWoo know I think the world of You ...
| but inPormation takes work, and
A\ work costs money. I'm on a

), valve-received basis these %

" days, you know. &7

-

L

-"f 1:"':“ hﬂ::"'l"i' F .."'h,"‘l
.I-.I" you've still got a -.III
..-|'_ gﬁe-ﬂﬂ l:":"d;'ju even |
B aPter all bhese
B years ...

'.5,'

-

.  Make me an oPPer.

I'm not sure what IS
couvld ofPer. What do you
get the man who has

everything? 4

L
— L

=
my” 1 could throw

S Wou a cut of MY Pee,

by > but I get the
{ impression that
A wouldn't interest
; WoL much.

-

||'IIl .Ilﬁl'IE|I|_- hElllﬂ | I::::E_II '.,lll
I"'- What do Wou LHOWZE y
"."h.._ F

-
e i

-

e
o
Fl
[l |
=

-
-

A _“‘-
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Evening,
Martin.

I could use
a Pavor.
Psht. And I was
hoping this was a
social visit.

What do you
heed?

InPormation. On a
company called stanford
and Montrose.

Construction busingss.,

——_

7 You'd be right Y
| about that.

iz -~
.. s
. -
I i

i - —_—

y r ’____.,- EL:-t., an, ||:3 |,_.|-1.:| |_:|'r'.g -

#"' & uvpPorit,I'dbe

[ interested in alternate |

Pt Porms of y
...l"x,‘_ COM F"E” 5 d tl | on. '_‘__.-"".

-

Assuming wou
B L repmember how.
T

" | ™
L '.H‘ I“'-? 1




BePore I even start to write
a scenario, I talk to the client to
Find out where the limits are. Not
just what they want, but what
they will and won't do.

Nathan was
' pretty moch up Por
f anuything. I couldn't tell him
. any of what was going to
: happen, becauvse he was trying

to Pigure out the mystery as
he went, but I decided to
throw this at him to see
what he'd do.

I knew Byron, whe
plays Caldwell, would
definitely push pretty
| hard--I've worked with him
many times. But Nathan
always had the opportunity

to say no. There was a 2
, "plan B" at every stage .
I, _ 0P the script. Nathan took it aff in

& B stride. He was Pull of

! 7 surprises. I'd love o do another job

Was that his idea or For him Some day.

wours? You didn't 5prfng“+ |
|

it on him without And bePore Doreen asks--Byron told me
warning, did yov? / . later that Nathan clearly hadn't done
- ' . that much, iF at all ... but made
. g _ up Por it with enthusiasm.

7:‘--—!_:‘:':?
7 It's later than

: < — /’" Pon't bother.
You think, Joe. E A _—% /" 80 atanPord needed that
¥ |’ contract pretty badly ... and
Are you \  Montrose knew it too, or he
awake enough \ probably wouldn't have tried ,

Por the dirt, or do . topreserve the bid. &&=

You need coPPee % Thankyou,

Pirat? I've been 7 /1 Martin. That's

" A

making some very vsefulto
cails. : ’

Good morning to you ’ = : ~ You're welcome. Any @
too. There's coPPee in . ' bime ywou want to barter
the kitchen. Por more inPormation,
- : Peel Pree.

> Well, the gist is, ’
the company is broke, no Hell, Peel Pree to pay a
¥ matter what their books sau. call even when You don't
They had debt they didn't have want inPormation, and we'll
any apparent reason to have. I ; barter anyway.
\ gob bhat Prom a banking source
B who wasn't supposed to tell
L Me, 50 don't you tell
either.

Nobody knows why
they're broke, though. The
business was doing well. 5ome "
Money was going down a hole 2 Go get some
somewhere, but I can't find A ‘i B coPPee.

Wwhere. Maybe I covld with & Pl \ & i
b another week's work. < it

% HER THE THUMBNAIL
ON OF THE BUSINESS
WITH DINUCC!, SANTIAGO,

THE CONTRACT, AND 50 ON.

But, Mr. Fisher ... do Wou
really think any of that is
vsePul? It seems to me like Mr,
Montrose is ... well, I don't
know, I shovldn't
second-guess you, buk--

i

sorry I'm s0
late, Miss
stanford.

Picked your horse,
huh® Well, I agree he's
dePinitely at the top of

: el ~ Speaking of that, you
the list, but that doesn't . i 5
saamn T dom't: have b don't happen to know where

: : Montrose might be hiding, do
Please, call Check the rest of it. YouZ? I need to have another
Mme Ellie. litkle chat wibh him.

No, I'm sorry. I
Have Wou ' have no idea.
learned :

anything?

I wait: Por an
invitabion, Miss
Stanford.

Well, that's a pleasant
change of pace.

And iP I gave you an
invibation?

You know,
Mpr. Fisher, he
warned me
about wou. He
sdid you had a
reputation.

He said
wou'd try to
... hake
advantage of
Me.

Was he
right: about )
Wour e

reputation? ; . P
Why haven's B You'd still be

You? ] a client.

! r r 4 e
&4 When we're done, we
w r could always discuss it.
But not until then.




' I EIEN:T WANT TC ADMIT TO a"':‘h‘.%ﬁ."ﬁl ' ' y
8 oW LITTLE T HAD. DINLICC UNFORTUNATELY, THIS TIME SOMEONE ELSE GOT HIM FIRST.
INSISTED HE WASN'T IN IT,
SANTIAGO WOLULDPN'T SAY A
— DAMNED THING, I COLLDN’T FIND
MONTROSE, ANDP I DIDN'T HAVE A
\LEVER TO USE ON HIM IF I COLLD.
= I DID HAVE A COLIPLE OF FRESH
" QUESTIONS FOR THE MAYOR, IN
B VIEW OF THE INFORMATION FROM
8 MARTIN, SO LATER THAT NIGHT I
S WENT TO 60 TRY TO CATCH HIM
WORKING LATE AGAIN. IT SEEMED
|\LIKE THE EASIEST WAY TO GET HIM.

hhate. J- ';': F, 2 _'_" Az .',' :,.1: ",' i L ,.Z ."" -_"'-‘r'.;r.
CARE [F THEY HAVE THE RIGHT PERSON; THEY JUST WANT SOMEONE TO APMIT
SOMETHING SO THEY CAN SAY THEY CALIGHT THE CRIMINAL.

Just in Gime to
get the wrong OM, let's go over it again.
answer, - ~=5igh--
8ure, Lievtenant., Let's
go over it again. According to you,

[ went into the mayor's
oPPice, and shot him three
times with 8 .38 I somehow

managed to hide so well you
haven't Pound it, even though I
. hever had a chance to

g [23ve the office.

I did this
despite having no
Mmobtive, using a gun Ghat
ian't even the kind I
carry, when I carry one
at all, which I
wasn't.

<l o,

P BOL You like

~ me Por it because
/ Wour two oPPicers on
(the scene didn't bother to
| pursve the guy seen
\running out of the building,
\ and we can't admit they

' Pucked up.

Did I leave
anything out?

Fisher, I swear to
god, somebimes I
think Wou want to
lose your license.

Geb him oub of
here. I'm tired of
There's listening bo him. 4
nothing in the -~
rules that saus I
have to be polite to
cops, I've
checked.

Fisher, wat.ch
Wour ass, or one of
these days I will
take your
license.

Aren't you getting | E‘iﬂi_dt'?ﬂ,ﬁ,l
bired of this? I bet ew. tell 1o What R
You'd like to get out of SH e 208 JERChE
~ here. It's |ate get the D.A. to come out Prom
- ' behind that window where he's
watching, and the three of vs'll
go somewhere and I'll buy You
both a drink.

I guess this
Means you don't
want that drink.

" No, you're right. Sorry. It's just 8
becauvse I'm so Prustrated. I can't get '\
anywhere on this case, and I'm not going to
get anywhere unless I can scrape up 4
SOME More info somehow. i

/MY oPPice, I'd be

[ ucky bo get an inch's

|\ worth of obitvary

\ buried somewhere in
. bheback.

1‘.." . Ll L] a
. > Dinucci and the
.-"'....rl'-llul'ilﬁr I:'IJ'ull.l:-'H- bﬂ 55 -"' - - - 4 Jl‘l"a:lj or were Qﬂﬂllﬂl PF[EH dé' H\"-.
f 'q;r-.!p,pft-:j isn't | : T right 7 Dinucei seems like the
_——— vsually one of your| i g

g | hind Who takes it pretty. )
gy - e e g personally when someone kills
e . gy one of his Priends. Think Wou
| ), could vse that bo get some 4
S help Prom him?

SCUILIL IOy (L ILILL ;
A !] I‘ "'im-
S
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WHEN I WALKED INTO DINLUICCI'S OFFICE, I
GOT A RUDE SURPRISE.
You know, wou're
not going to get the
contract, santiago.

Fisher!
Have you met
dantiaao wet?
santiago wet: Why wouldn't
12 There are no
ather bids.

Even if that
were true ... they
won't give it to you.
You're dirty money. You
look just a4 bad to the
anti-corruption Porce as
Dinueci does. Thew
can't risk it.

0 R RE
RV

And killing the
mayor isn't going to buy
Wou a damned thing. His
inkerim replacement will
be even more acared of

them than he was.

We've come to what
Wou might call an
understanding.

Amazin' what you s
¢an 5-:'2' with a little That's .‘t’ asshole,
communication. Wou're dead!

- Ty = - .
. # o i %
(g g I
R

: v » : ) ..\." ._.__..::.r.. . .. L
s :‘aﬂtl[ag'-'r L_'J:IU L ',-l'r '::':Ih:l %DFFHI I didﬂlt Ly B

[ crazybastard ‘e r ~. L — —
It "an 2lank | oW HWoL were }@j‘u

“"*";Eﬂ%"?;'#fﬂi!”g | { changing clothes-- 3 -

ofPice! ‘/{ Hew! You're hurt

Just grazed.
santiage's a lovsy shot.

Hope Lovie the
tailor can mend the
coat, though. I like

this suit. Santiago? I

thought Wou were
going to see
Dinueeiz

santiagoe and
Pinveei are all
chummy now. And he -
knows Dinveci's Might not 1ast,
nob in it. though; I think I
gave Rocco Pood Por S
thought.

- = x = = = =
e —— — —
= - 1g- e "
el e T S ——
——rmmm— m - - .'... o ?
R = g e
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5. 151 haan'c 8 S T THE DAY WAS.F

... Ellie, you
have to! -

Tell me--do Wou somehow hot
know how Much this has
destroved my liPe, or is it just
that you don't care?

Not wour
Fault, blue-eyes.
It was a good
idea.

I'm about to
give up on the
whole thing,
anyway.

I don't like telling
tbhe client I blew it,
but I don't think I
have much of a Jake, listen to
r'.‘F"'.G'i.:.‘E " Thiﬁ |'5 QI:"HQ Illlle:r I""
nowhere Past.

(Lo D il

s
TR
= _-hi-:r'a

—~
- - R
. el

Interesting antique.
Where'd you dig this up?
Come on, we need to balk.

been sitting in a drawer §
Por years. And I have |8
nothing to say to you. &

I'll take
that.

What the hell are you
doing, genius? Don't Kou
think wou're in enough :
trouble alreadu?® Jou can talk to me or You
= can talk to the police. You're
out oF other choices.




I don't know what
Wou're expecting me to
tell you. IPI covldprove I B
didn't kill Harrison, I'd
have done it already.

50 why'd you wait; unbil
now Lo -EIE'E worked op
about it?

promised he'd stop deing it. But when
he arranged that secret meeting, I
Figured he'd started again.
That s when I got mad.

Bot, damnit, 1
didn't kill hisJ

-

Ok, you didn't kill him. In

that case ... can You come

up with any believable ideas
4 about who did?

P Becauvse right now the
¥ police have you down Por it, and
the way you've been avoiding them
hasn't helped a bit.. IP it's not You,
bhen it would be very much to your
: advantage to ofPer them
somebody else.

Then let's talk
about something
else. What was he
blowing company
Mmoney on?

LN Real estate
BN specuiation. In addition to
Y Wasting our profits, he skimped
¥ on materials and labor Por six or
seven major contracts. The clients |
B clidn't get; what they paid Por, and he
bhrew bhat Money the same place
he bhrew the rest of it. And none
of his land deals worked
out, of course. :
%:;ﬂ - He didn't
L) b Cut corners enough
%, endanger anybody's s .
N thank god--our buildings aren
going to Pall down--but if it got
ouG, we'd never ggt. wWaork aga”,.
I don't think he cared.

A libtle over a year. I
Pigured it out when I went to
inspect one of the projects

we'd just Pinished.

APter I conPronted
him, Ghab's when he
started leaving me out
of things.

—— __-__-

Ah ... the thing is, I
don't really--

o

Montrose!

Damn it, stop
ar I'll shoot!

cia'e '+
click

Not loaded.

Hilarious.




P 0
" Hew! Why'd you

pavse it ?

This is where I took Nathan
aside, ofP-set, to see if he had
the right idea of where it was

going to end up.

He got it rights, too!
He didn't Pigure out all
of the why, but he got

the who.I was
impressed.

o

ol

- u,

Ay, =
UELEL T hh‘h‘h " "

| time Por you to |
\ s0lve the case! /

k-

~—— . n Y

*' - ; Anyway, Lou's

ek

Y Everything _ disqualified, they've

Prom here on is - e B seen it already, bub the

the ending. No __ ™ - rest of You should at
Mmore clues. | ' Y . (east take a guess:

Who shot: Harrison
atanford?

I think it's ; -
Pinueei, just L9 ' s o
because we got told o & i ( What do You ™
\  soPast that it P s . Mean?
= wasn'tDinveci. 7/ Lthinkit's ™ —3 |
i , /  going to be

J ;T‘M N a |" somebody we

) w AT | Wweren't even

Ao\ ¥ N DV 1 ink O \ Supposed to put

|I with his QUH : .l #_.____:- X . . \,\ Bt I B we should bake . 4 ..\_‘._-.JP‘: e r_...r:._____’..

\ No question. / /" 1 think it's got 7 L, Ghat even e 3

[ tobe Montrose. mh.  Purther. AN

' | Nobody else has a e — by Al _. /7 I'M not sure
\  good enovgh T o * 0N B e / Who, but Buby's \
2 mobive. A iy .l sneaky. I don't |

———

| think it's going to |
\ be one of those
| three. /




LATER. OR MAYBE-IT WAS THREE .
GETTING A LOT QF SLEEP. | | &
i | :

Oh. Yeah, sorry. Just
trying to decide
sgmebhing.

Well, Lt.
Norpis is on
the phone. ,

— ;
Tl ST
7 Diego santiage N~
@raﬁ Pound dead in his i  Svicide?
_ cell this morning. =
" -

-\> No. And not a

\_ natural death.

e e———
e —
- Sy

- , ~
Morning,
Lievtenant.

No, I guess
I'm not all that
surprised. Wish |

I were.

Yeah,
that's what
I'd assume

boo. /| letting me

Y Thanks Por

KHOW. 5 4,{::39 odbye. }

..-ﬁ"'
T

OoP. Bet the '
police are thrilled §
about that.

This is
probably my
Pault, sort of.

Remember I said
I gave Pinveci Pood
For thought?

IF he decided tio 9
agree with me that N
santiago killed the mayor
... Dinveei doesn't like §
people killing his
Priends.

or, Wknow,
maube he just
decided santiago was
too loose a cannon
to let live.

1-"‘"" b -
Yeah. I hope
you're not shedding)
too many tears
over him.

Not at all. Actually, S

it's helped me make

bhat decision I was
talking about.

Mr. Fisher, you've
R (05t your mind!

could tell methat. L

o -

" Proof's in the guns. T

4 * I'm aPraid it
... But we're still matters
done, though, quite a lot.
aren't we?
; : Like Dinuccei, santiage didn't even
I i
ﬁe;ﬁﬁpaﬂ%ﬁfhg M &2 know stanford or Montrose existed. Santiago
Shots hiM. - still didn't realize they had a bid on that contract
i : uhtil I ac.ﬁi-dentzagu_q tipped him ofP ... which I regret
y : PN doing, becavse 1 Figure the next thing he did was go
M mtrﬁ:g g:;;ﬁl;h: antiago " = Pind somecne in City Hall who'd tell him, and
person both dead, it hardly : once he did, Montrose was doomed.
matters which of them
killed my Pather.
As Por Montirose, he was too
interested in trying to keep the
(business together. He wanted to get
\ 8banPord to clean vp his act, bub he didn't
S Want to kill him. That wasn't the
“~__ ansawer he was looking Por.
_~—  Besides, he just
‘ /~  doesn't strike me as being
{ able to kill anybody. We're talking
about the man who tried to
intimidate You with an
™~ Unloaded gun.
No. None of them
’ killed your Pather.
«
L ] You did.
\ 4 {
- ,
£
o I was hoping you '\ < -

" i

Ty,

Dinvcei likes shobguns. A

,. Montrose's antique probably
wouldn't even Pire. santiago loved his
.38 50 Much he didn’t bother to change =

7 How could T '\
kill My own
|| PatherZtvenifl |
could bring myself
to do it, what
possible reason |
could I have?j,-*’

guns--the bullets taken Prom the

S mayor's badgr Prom Montrose's, and 48
one Pired Pr

oM the gun Pound in
his pocket all match.

What'd you do with that little .227
Toss it inbo the bay? /

o

It's right here in
MY purse, where it
always is.

You know, that's
a lousy gun Por
selP-defense,

I have to admit, I
was of bwo minds
about this.

I have a strong
suspicion that whatever N
your grodge was against your
Pather, you had plenty of
justification Por it ... but the only
redson You hired me at all was to |
try to get me Go pin it on
Montrose, whe didn't
~.._deserve what he gob. _

Oh, i that
What you Ghink?

e




You're not - T - ; I want you to
serious! B W do mr:rEe than
- R that, if that's :
. o | Listen, My

What it bakes. darling daughter, and
listen goed. I need you to

get this into your

spoiled-brat skull.

I've never '
been more dia - 2 -
5erious in My liPe. abl.. S : ~ I don’'t mind you
It's @ serous 4 Nl _ living oPf my money.
situation. A - N B - Your mother did it too,
: o — o : and I think she just
o - naturally passed the
idea to you.

IF Jake decides
Lo expose me, we're ; ~
ruined. I'l :I:u:rubabru |

get sved For My = = ; * .

aonal assets. . nf i W W But that means
PROSONM oseta. 1 = A Sebio , bhis hits Wou too. I
I go broke, you go

Might never be able ® G - o :
to Pind work again. s , - - : 4 broke. Do Wou
F . ; . uhderstand?

Y But ... you know I N
can't stand him! He's

been after me Por ;
Wears now, and he A.- | -
never gets the hint. ! I's aware Jake
.a" .r""' Pollows you around with
— . his tongue hanging out.
e That's the point. You're the
N j only thing I can oPPer him
Now you want me to that might convince him
encourage him? hot to ruin vs both.

Now, be vsePul
Por a change. Or
pack up and move oub.
IF you don't help, you'll
be out anyway.

"But I Might have made it through all right, i¢
A Paddy hadn't started doing suspiciovs
things again. Mystery phone calls, meetings
... That's when I realized ... he wasn't goeing
to change, and he wasn't ever going to deal
With Jake. He was perfectiy happy with the

o
——— sitvation ... he got bo play his little mone
. “The thing i5, Mr. Fisher ... Jake went along with it/ games ki he dan't care that he'd ofbered
He knew damned well what I thought oF hiM, he knew Me Up (ikd ... like some kind of ... bribe ...
it wasn't real, but he didn't care. He just '.Eaﬂﬁea‘ / \
Mg, he Matter how he gﬂ'fr ME ... he was Pe Efﬁl‘l‘! ‘”,:;ad; I,: even bhink about it ... " ]
happy to pretend I'd Svddenly decided to love him. {/ ; : \

‘T Plinched every time he bouched Me and he ignored
it ... and you don't think he deserved what he got 7" —

For what it's worth, I

don't think Montrose

had the slighest idea
how you really Pelt.

I don't say the Ponder that,
han was a saint, Bot : = because 1 think You
when I talked to him, | ' : ought to ab least
two things were obvious: ' Peel some guilt.
He worshipped the ground
Wou walked on ... and he
was one of the most
clueless people I'd : 3 .
ever seen. Go on, get out
of here. I'll keep
the gun.

| whatever
You're going
b Lo do.

And ke didn't
want to bust wou,
even though he'd X
Pigured out you did it. Hej
was hesitating about
telling me when he

was killed. b ' /" Don't Kill
{ aﬁﬂhﬂdﬂ else,

You might not
\ geb [ucky next
\,  time.

"

I

" i 3
; F.l "

!
'I"

[ And don't \
stiFF me on
MYy Pee. |

SHE TRIEDP TO KISS ME AS SHE LEFT—--OUT OF GRATITUPE, I SUPPOSE; I
NEVER BELIEVED FOR A MOMENT THAT SHE WAS REALLY INTERESTED IN ME.

I WASN'T IN THE MOOD FOR GRATITLIDE.

Do wou think I did

4o how much -::ii’-h‘"'~~ ' , :
L that did you hear?____,'_'_'_'—*—-———— the right thing?

—

. Ithought about

,iw boss, you N\ i

know this aPr!E:ﬂ has _" conning 1 hen She

the thinnest walls in | PUlled the gun on you, but
/N Wou didn't sound like it

EheWond. " 3 ~Was anything much.

o
=

Y Well ... It's what T \
would have done, iF
that counts.

Yeah, I'd have
been amazed if she
could hit me at all,

where I was standing.
And iP she had, it
probably would just
have bounced off. Do you think Wou \
did the r*:ghb thmg?I
That's the .'

important part. /

IF wou ever decide
to ¢arry @ gun, I
expect you bo have
More sense than to
make it a snob .22,

I don't know yet.

Ask me again
tomorrow, after I see
how well I sleep
tonight.

FOR THE RECORD, I SLEPT FRETTY WELL THAT NIGHT.




... And that's it.!

What did wou
Ghink?

/r"'

\ It was great!

b

Needed more
seX, though.

I'm a little surprised at the ending. I
mean, I don't think it was the wrong
choice ... well, mostly not ... but I didn't
expect wou to write it that wauy.

Ak, that was Nathan. He got to
make the decision on that in real
time. I didn't know which way he
was going to go until he did it.

There was a diFPerent
ending ready if he turned her
in. I have tio say, this one's
cheerier, though.

came thing with
whether he slept with
Ellie. His choice. He decided
Fisher wouldn't go to bed with
y 3 client. 1 Ghink he was

probably right. :

Denise wasa ¥
N [ittle sad aboub
i, |'.'-|"15|'.'u t-hG'Uth )

50, iP You Pigure oLt how
tio do the explanations, and
it turns out people really like
this ... What happens if you
accidentally start a
historical revival?

We could all of a
|' sudden have people
| roleplaying detectives in

\ dark suits and hats
kwrgwhere :
e

Heh.

I think there are
A worse problems
B tohave.

But it would mean we'd

have to convince Ruby to
write another one!

e

™ i W Oh,Icouvld
probably manage
. that ...

NOT ENCUSH &OF SUE USUAL WEIBDNESS IN THIS ISSUE FORE YOUR TASTE, DEAE BEADEET HAVE N& FEAE. TUNE IN F&ORE ISSUE
14, WHERE WE BESIN SOMETHING THAT IS S2ING TO EHANSE EVERYTHING——AT LEAST FORBR A WHILE! DON'T MISS IT!




