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SOMEHOW CREAT f { - - * - ‘

é& DISCONTINUITY WITHIN A4, AN Tredpassing in our foredl! :
g&, AREA WHERE ONLY HER RULES OF
BEALITY APPLIED ...

UNFORTLUNATELY FOR ALL THE

OTHER PEOPLE WHO 60T
TRAPPED IN THERE WITH HER, AND
TRANSFORMED IN VARIOUS WAYS.

EUBY WAS ONE OF THE PEOPLE STUCK IN
THE DISCONTINUITY. LEYNA WENT IN T&

TRY TS FIND HER AND REPAIR IT, AND AT
EVENTUALLY, WITH HELP FROM FRIENDS “Silly human/

AND UNUSUAL ALLIES, THEY MANAGED T - Y %0
DO SO, BUT NOT BEFORE IT HAD SPREAD Now what. should we
T2 TAKE OVER A HUGE FOETION OF A4.- do wff‘lh yﬂﬁ;_ ﬁmm_}"
WHEN THE DUST CLEARED, EVERYONE . < ; '

; o
WAS BACK IN THEIR NORMAL FORMS, AY .
WAS RESTORED TO WHAT IT HAD BEEN
BEFORE THE BUFPTURE, AND THE WoOMAN
WHO'D CREATED IT WAS FOUND
COMATOSE, UNABLE TO ANSWER ANY OF
THE MANY LINGERING QUESTIONS-
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THAT WAS SIX WEEKS AGO- AP Chegan o~ |

NE ONE HAS COMPLETELY RE¢

No, please ...
L It was a mistake ...

" You'll bedo much - s
- Dappier ab a ponyhy N
Cufer, {05, 55

f -‘: --;g!fﬁ'g‘féj‘*"'
And you waﬂ'f’.?_iﬂlfe (o " . SR
think about all those. 2
boring human thingsl "
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THE WOMAN BUBY AND
LEYNA cALL "THE PHANTOMY
WAS IN THE DISCONTINUITY
TOL, AND 1 WOULDN'T
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO FIX IT
WITHOUT )fggﬁHELP- 4 -

é No, ne, no,
he, no!

\

.'-|
L
Lk
-
(]

-
——

~ Pus hit
¢ back...push S
Y ibback... ¥

| r

BUBY HASN'T BEEN ABLE TO SLOW DOWN
ENOUGH SINCE THEN TO PAY ATTENTION TO s ;
5 I really ED- = - =
apprecidte the extra .
help, Carly. I should never M’f"ﬁg;ﬁgg;ﬁ &
&Py 6o Work on Ewo gigs at " g wil 5 my
oWn--

s once, bub I didn't have &

. No problem.
/ Everybody's set: Por
dress rehearsal. You
said Wou didn't want .
Aikos Por the two
BN extras--

i
Yeah. I ™=
" haven't been
able to look an Aiko
| in the eye Por @
while. Long
story.*

Lorie. This is
the same problem

# SLEEFER SQUAD #7 -T

£y Well, we
W picked a look
o we think the
customer will like.
I guess you're
going to sub For
him?

Don't have
anybody else tio do
it. Let's see if Lorie
has her shit
together.

as before. You're
supposed to be

defiant.
: I'm Pollowing

the script--

Yes, but
everything else is
wrong. Your posture saus
“vlease don't hurt me" when it
should be sauing "Puck you,"
and wour tone says ...
well ...

-

Pamn it, Ghis is not
going to work. Little mouse

How would
Yoo react if some
strange dude actoaliy
wanted to put You in
trance 5o You could be
his sex toy?

couldn't be defiant iP her liPe
depended on it ... "Coh! Gosh,
b wouldn't it be horrible iP
someone ravaged me!"

7 UMM ... how hot
( i5 the guy? I might
y 53y "surel”

I wish I could
have gotben Doreen.
She's sub as hell, but she
always knows what: the role is
vee I'MA going to have to recast,
and I've already pushed the

I mean, it
could be Pun,
W'know?

You need to be
nok into it, at least
3 not at Pirst. The

customer wants to have
to Porce wou to like it.
That's the part. That's
what he's paying Por. 4
' et it? f

Look,
take Pive to
get your head
| together. Then
we'll try it
again.

> -

date back with the
customer once ...

BN You Ghink "take Five"
[ Medns We can geb bp
L For @ second? MY legs
are Falling asleep.
< T wouldn's
risk it. she
doesn't sound

4
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Help! What's happening? ¥
H-'-. *
s ¥
f ]
Make it stop!! : ‘ -
\
= I ‘ . _?:
.|.._'_- J g r » % .
--.= ; P ; oy !
‘, See? All gone. N %
.. MostlY.
But the whiskers will Iwas
fall oot on their t,urrﬁmg inko a

- _ v Mouse/15 this
Lorie! , ; ) A 3 how you run @

Calm down! set?

It, uh ... MuSE be - - ___,..;-ﬂ*"’J Wisees,
an ePPects aquib e L " ... Look, I don't Ghinlk
that went off : e /s We can go any Purther
accidentally. ' | Frea -~ S [ today. Why don’'t you go home
: ' - and recover? We have one more
. rehearsal slot available ...

H t ‘ .
by itself in a [rapy- e ™ mind closing up? < Uh ... ho
Mminvte ... st - . y problem.

@

@reat. Just

Pucking great. Now I have

ko Worry aboub And Carly | s
this on top of knows perfectiy - Da"‘{:’l i, _'p e
everything. well it wasn't a squib. & 7 h,ad ":"F'EEH Ghis
she's going to want the Ji Wouldn't have happened
message bhree days i

; KL ey says she's
- super-busy, bub I
can't shake the
Peeling she's
avoiding me.

“The Whiskers
will Fall out on 8
their ownT"

alwaus pluck

DOREEN IS WEARING A "BLISS" SUIT. SEE 5SS #12. =T

... the only real That might: be a

obsbacle is Ruby problem. She broke out of
Martinez. I don't think the Euphorics®, and that

it's a good idea to wasn't supposed to be
proceed until we take possible. She had help, but
care of her. the word is she's gotiten

even stronger since
then.

Even if we can
Pigure out a way to
pot her in a closed

scenario, she might not
st.ay in it Por long.

We don't
heed long.
Just a Pew

days.

I agree,
though. I think it is
much more likely to

speceed iF she enters
the scenario
voluntarily.

BELIEVE IT OB NOT, IF YOU'BE A BESULAR BEADER, YOUVE SEEN ONE OF THESE PEOPLE BEFCRE.
BUT IT'S NOT SURBFPEISING YoU DON'T BEMEMBEER. ALL WLl BECOME CLEAR ... EVENTUALLY. =T

How do you plan

- Ok, 50 we :

0,0 SRa53 wait. What about .

her Priend? Do we I don't think s0. She
need a plan Por / apparently has none of the same

; abilities. She's a goed, iP

Lnimaginative, investigator, but that's
all. For her, we just need to stay below

\ radar ... until it's no longer necessary, /
\, oF course. Martinez is different. 4

. 9he'll practically smellvs. A

1‘-—

1"'.

There are several \ i
possibilities. Which we - her too?
Lee dEF-EHﬂ*E -EI"If‘aIT'EIU on |
which circomatances
Pavor us,

We can afPord to wait
until ore of those
opportunities knocks. In Pack,
we can't afPord not to.

( Besides, my
information says that
Leyna Otis is currently
devoting all her attention to
investigating some club in
Shibuya. I don't khow Why,
but I don't care as long as
that: keeps her busy.

IF Yol KENCW ENcUEH T WONDEE AT LEYNA oTIS" THEN You ALSE KNOW ENOUSH
TE GLUESS WHY LEYNA'S VISIBLE BECORDS USE HER MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME. =T



"Investigating a club71s there anything
in there we should worry aboutz"

O, Polks ...
“No, not as Par as I can tell.”

Brian's done great so
Far! He's reached the
tenth and Pinal question!
Now he has to make a
very big decision!

Go Por %,
it, Brian!
You can do

it/

Ok, Brian,
here's the Pinal
gquestion.

Name the creature
that is the only
remaining member of
the Pamily
arnithorhynchidae.

Let's all
give Brian a big
round of

applavse!
Bemember, Polks,

part of the penalty is
that: Brian works Por the
hovse Por the rest of the
hight! IF wou'd like Lo play with
him, there's a nominal charge
... and it's Y.
B\ Pirst-come-Pirst-served,
3 50 get in early!

" Come on, we @
ovld get overto \
the Pooms.

When Burt [ost, there
A was a line.

Well, that's ...

... Oh, shib.

Now,
oY remember,
b ¥ Lhese questions geb

| tougher each time,
and this is Ghe big one.
IP you get: it: right, you
win, but if wou get it
wrong, Wou get the
Maximum
penalty.

But, hey,
Wou've aced
them so Par.
What do you
think? Want to
go Por it?

Did wou hear that aPter
Tyler lost, his giriPriend decided he
was better at sex like that? Now she
wants him to Pind a way to go into
bimbo mode every night.

That's
incorrect, and
Wou know what

that means!

Al right, Polks,
who's going o be our
next contestant?

&INA AND ESPERANZA —— "THE JUMPERS" —— DIDN'T GET CAUGHT IN THE DISCONTINUITY. INSTEAD, THEY HELPED MIDNIGHT TRY TO PREVENT OTHERS FROM BEING SUCKED
INTO ITS SPREAD. THIS ENDORSEMENT FROM MIDNIGHT MADE IT OFFICIAL --. THEY'BE NOT JUST HELFPING LEYNA OUT ANYMORE, THEY'RE MEMBERS OF THE TEAM.-
1 ¥ i ; | ¥ L ]

;' B,

I
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ISTRICT 8 W
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There are all kinds of games --
intelligence tests, tests of skill,
two-person competibions, dance
contests, Wou name it -- and the
penalties Por losing can really be

something. But it's not
inveluntary. The people who
play know what they're
getting into.

We think
some of them
even [ose on

purpose.

gorry! Bub
that's what we
saw. I think this
new person, the
one we can't
identify -- 4

That's all I have,
the one name. Ruby
identified her. Maybe [
¢an send You in with
goggles and see what

bhey say. ,
Seems like
Melinda had a
special grudge against
her. Captured her twice
that we khow of, maybe
more, did Who knows
what to her.

I Pigured Melinda
had taken Alicia's identity,
once we saw through the
Annette one ... but iP the

b clob's gone aboveboard,

maybe not ...




5he's definitely
not trying to keep it 8
secret anymore. she's

relaxed the door checks too.

I bet: you could gets in now
without anyone
catching on.

Do You Ghink
bhere's atill '\
somebhing bad going
oh in there we just
didn't catcha &
whifF of 7 f

No, I Ghink
you're probably
right; Alicia is

jump home and
back it's still a ten
minute walk to the
meeting. I'm going to have
to change clothes here.

should be on 5

bime iP I --

PUNNIngG the ship

her way. I don't see anybody

around, it should be
oK ...

oh gosh
oh gosh

I can't believe I
completely Porgot
about the council

meeting --

Eot that
sends Us back to
start. What
happened to
Melinda#s

L = H

s

"
_,_-__-

——,

an the car ™~ S
gue& over the hill '\
N ' and gets away Prom |
\, bhe badguys. 5
>N Vroow! /B

. S
~ Y -

/ MayItalkto
Adult Dina Por a J

\ Moment, please? ;

A
o -

{p{m MERRIWETHER:

f PEBFECTLY NOBMAL
GENIUS ALGORITHMIST. .
WHO JUST HAPPENS T
PREFER NOT TO BE A
GROWN-LUP IF SHE CAN
POSSIBLY AVOID IT-

" Well ...iPwe N
5 have to ...

Y Dina? s S
> almost time Por ¥
dinner. And after |
that, I think wou
\  could use @
. bath.

a-""r'-.-._._:,_‘-_-""-h f ' - - . -
7 That's | /4 |

Pight, and I 'a . - ] -
need to know FE; frgﬁfﬁq | (s

what you've decision. You've g '

decided. S been great this
past week.

-y
i

"'-.'i' dd HH

whether you still WEHI‘.’- ‘ :'u'tE'M.l‘n’nH'

the job, now that you w= " J
_ tried it out. & > ™~
- ' y /S == ChUCkiE =
_ ' — I'm happy to be here |
-
L1

The question is I have a new
| oo, Sweetie.
|
\ But now it's time /
\, Pordinner. /

I won't be
oPPended if you
say no. I know I

¢an be a
_?_Pah-d[?uf >

.'".

def-’mrterg want it. I
admit: I was a little
taken aback at Pirst,

_~ g

L 8
but now that I " ~
ETderstand = ¥ And Prankly, I've
8 ! cared Por Much more

. \
] 3 . | trovblesome children.
y A\ Including My own three, A
> b backintheday. A

DINA'S PREVIOUS MOMMY WAS CAUGHT DOING BAD THINGS. SEE SS #12. -T
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- -‘—-_‘_‘-'_"""'--..._
(" Hey, stranger! Y T

o

e -~ o

e . =
e
i N g "‘-.\
| Yeah,yeah. L7 gidn't askbo N
[ bethis brantic,
\ believe me. 4

Well, in the

inberests of
limibed time, wou
see the wine is 5
already poured.

@ood thinking.
Though it's not that
bad. I can probably

manage an hour before |
I have to head to my /

next gig. Boby ...

Don't bake bhis badly, but ...

... Wou look kind of wrong out.

Are you pushing yourself too

hard? I mean, Wou can turn
down a job or 6Wo ...

~= Sigh --
Yeah, I've thought
about it. But it's not
really that.

Troth is, I think I've
been taking on all this
work to avoid ...
other things.

e TV IS

r:;.-r—'""_._--_‘_""'-.._‘“"'. 3 ...u_-i' :

oy “'-.\ ot
7 Well, I don't think S0
/ ib's that bad. I mean, ot
ves, you'll always have toy =~
give it a little bit of Pe:r:LJﬁJ '
-- but that's just ;
\ selP-control. Like not: /
b 105ing Your bemper. £
. .--/f-f_.,h

T,

T -“"1.‘

¥ e
7 You're not evil.
You're not Melinda.
You're not even Dr.
Chapman.
£ "'"--._._____._.--"""f

-

lII..--" ’ -

© You sure ’

{x_\a bout Ehab?) _‘,‘
P A -,

/7" Did 1 tell you bhat she

/27 wanted me bo use my abilities

/4 [ more? She thinks I should try to

/ | manipuiate A into being a better

// \ place.Itold her I'd never be

/ \ able to be sure I was doing 4

' N, the right thing. P ™

o g Mavbe she has REESEPEENES
o a point. ¥ "‘{E B,
o '.-.-* A }:'-.'\-IF':

. lI.-'I:::':-.:I.' | BN, -QI:#- g

1 * iy
.. That's the RN
most stiartling

thing I have ever
heard Wou say.

o - 1

e

I'm Seriovs.

We chase s¢ many people
trying to manipulate Por the

Anyway,
wrong reasons. Why not

you never get a

oPPset that a liktle? guarantee. You just have

to do what: Peels right. IP

p we waited until it was

i = f ironclad, nobody'd ever

"What kind of rumors are we talking abovt ="
"Well, it's not clear. No Ewe stories agree. But everyone agrees she's running a strange operation.”

J i = .
then he said, "I'm - "An appointment.
sorry, I've never seen At this hour?

this man in my life!"
Ha!

... Hey, it's
getting pretty late.
How would You like to go
back to my place For
a nightcap?

I have an
appointment.

-

"5 ]

—
|

4
i:#‘:.:-’tﬁ
bt %
< 55
. T o
?‘ b ;“ iy
1 |
b o
5
% ¥
/
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" I bhink maybe
I'll be going now.

centipede "How the hell do you =
walk with all those legs?" And as Gnic
500h @s the centipede stopped to think E
about it, he tripped over his own
Peet: and covldn't walk

accomplish anwthing.

Leyna, have you ever
( heard of the centipede's
"*h_ dilemmaz

domebody asked the

anymore.

I knew I had manipulation
abilities, but I was doing a pretty
good job not thinking about them. Then
Chapman confronted me with them®,
and that ruined it.

I lost MY
control on a set
* Westerday, and I started to
Lorn My main actor into a

mouse. I reversed it as soon as

I realized what was

happening, but that's

not the point.

I ¢an't be having to
think about that all the
bime, constantiy worrying
about What mauhem my brain
Might: be doing. I have
enough things to worry
about.

Bot what
happened yesterday
told me I have to think
about it, all the time,

whether I want to
or not.

- asr s ]

Huh.

Meanwhile ...
what else is going
on? I haven't actually
seen Wou in weeks. I
like Ghe new look.

Paring! ; P
Anng Leb's see ... T N

told you that
Melinda's club looks like) =
a dead end Por now. i.-""- The Barkers are
We're still tryingto ~  peing so quiet that I'm
Pigure that out. A worried an explosion is
— \ coming, but there's nothing
. We ¢an do Por that. 48

oK, T'll take that into
consideration.

‘_.-l—__ _|_‘__-|_

Ch, well,
I get bored,
Wou know.

Did I tell wou
about Serille?

- The
Woman in the
Souk who sells
simulations of
big cats?

Sold.
She's moved on.
gpecifically, she's
moved into Bianca's
Pormer ¢lub, that was then
Melinda's ¢lub For a while. It
2 seems OK, but @ina and
\ Esperanza hear all kinds of
\ Weird rumors in the Souk,
. 50 we're keeping an

T We k.
LU INTRLODUCTION T SEBILLE, AS WELL AS Hpe:an i

BIANCA ZILDAN'S DISAPFEARANCE, WAS IN S5 #5. =T

Jou sat down
and insisted on
talking to me.

Though I do
dppreciate
the drinks.
And I really
do have an
appointment.
~~ fou know, You
" could have just told
( Me Wou weren't
_ interested at the
. beginning.

=l

" 1 could have _
| saved the price
- Vprhendane And I think they're
o = getting impatient to close

up 50 I can keep ib.

Are you
ready?

... I'm alittle
nervous,

There's no
need to be.

Wait: until we
all enter, then
CoMe in When You
Peel ready.

= e

. =

. . S ST

[ -'J’"I‘M!A ~




of your own @
Pree willZ

Do you enter

You
Wish to join

Do yo




b

¥ % -
. Welcome. | ~ There's another new
- : r:!uf:' in ShibuKa .. ﬂl.-tlUE“H.
I'm not sure You can callit a
¢lub. It's called "Hive." No
b "the." Just "Hive." Not
. Ominous at all ...

y

Oh, I've heard ™~
about them! They're a'\
meditation space or
~ ‘ something like that.
Rumar is they're trying
to teach people to
] ] r
develop telepathy & Well, hell,

g 1ou know more
o about it than I do. )

o

Where are you
&, getbing your y

S info? o

T,

_.-f_'-"’/

'FHFM d, beﬁwe it or %& She's very mt:erﬁﬁed Last time 1 balked bo her she said she was planning 6o check it ovt.”

e Hﬂw. inthis . s
3 room, we have  N§ s . . /oL mean, Why notZ Assuming
individual meditation. The | right now? You don't have
Pocus balls help induce a : : somewhere else you
state of mental . need to be ... We have Let me show Wou bhe
detachment. We think L. some spots Pree, as lockers., You'll want to
that's a prerequisite, ' " 1 WoU can see. take off Wour shoes, and
. 5o 6o speak. [ } Mmost people remove their
; L outer ¢lothing. It's more
comPortable to sit Por a
But even those | _ long time that wau.
who've moved to the ' :
next phase sometimes
spend time in here. It's
very relaxing. Good Por
loging the stresses of
the day.

7 And they & B
 ab these
\_ balls?
s
That's all b o R
there is to it . 2
Would Wou like . L=
bo tPY ibZ r &

Hmph Barely
toched their Pood

-..' ...- o

—.|'

e

Anyway, it doesn't
¥ sound like they're trying to
Make people into Zombies or
3 turn bhem into monsters, so
. what's a little Pravd? They

B won't run very long.

You Pigure
they're Pravds?

Jeanne?

.. You said we were
waibting Por an
opportunity ... well, an
Lhexpected one may
just have knocked.

O'mon. Al Bhis time

since Sleep was That's, what, the third

: . ' time one of them has
‘”“’“;’ii.ifﬂ;‘;;ig”* ° | _ zapped her? she's going to

t.ele athy, it's . = be pissed when she What did she even
x P ' _ get:s back in. do to atbract it?

__,1
*'-

_ o She was
s sabl by deinscancing the
T L v =
nnmnwus -?g SN s, They're getting really
e BN bad -- any change made in a
' ' \  public space and they
show up.

You know,
sooner or later
we're going to be
asked to look Yeah.
into Ghis. But not today. I have to
PUn. £an't Miss the
thrilling conclusion to
the alien occupation!




Your
station affords Wou
many Pamiliarities,
Chamber(ain, but they do

| FOR PREVIOUS APPEARANCES OF OUR OVERSEXED

not include entering My
private rooms without

Forgive me,
Your Lominance ...
but the homan revolt
requires immediate
action. We have no
Lime!

permission!

I disagree. I believe
this [atest revolt is of little
consequence. In Pact, upon
recent counsel, I believe that £
we will be extending our 4
r—w barerancem the Puture. ;,,——

a - : ..-J-*L_""'-n-_

.

& N
&Haw get out!

BLUE ALIENS, SEE ISSUES #5, #E8, AND #12. —T

— . hallire i "__.-"_

Homans are not

allowed in this part of
the ship ... 85 Wou know

perPectiy well, 912.

My apa!ag:#,

e Mistress, I must §

gspare me.
I've watiched you
closely, Janice. I
BN know your mind.

? There's no

[ audience here, and
False respect is
worse than no
respect at all.

Are Wou trying b0 ‘*1}‘3
Pigure out what You'll Y

need to do to tahe
control of the ship once

your lover has licked the

princess into complete
Mush-headedness?

Apologies.
Your Pormer
lover, I should

have said.

.. All right;,
Wou have My

attention.

I've worried this
would happen. The
¢ollars prevent Wou
Prom harming us. They
don't do a thing
about seduction.

And the nobility are
hedonistic. They have
come bo love sex with

humans Par too much. Not
that it's not Pun, wou
Lnderstand.

But iP the
humans succeed in
rebelling, the next thing will
be other Krath hovseholds
arriving to do what we
could not. There will be
blood then.

AndiPI
convince the

princess to change her
approach, that, too, will
mean bloodshed. IP it isn't
saPe to try to subjugate

You humans, bhen Wou
Mmust be killed, wou
5ee?

I have anobher
solution. But I will
need -- not just wour
help. Your
cooperation.
Your alliance.

7 Mow the 1
broken .

- geb ik I:::I W
' | dor't: You do that |
V BhRing Bou do W |th .u

f N 1m.ﬂr nguet

g S
\--_._._.-'"‘"r/ \\\I‘

\

That's --
That's not troe!

No question 'y
as to the
source of this
recent
counsel ...

y Next her
beloved human will
be "counseling” her

I think it's a pitiy

Corinne has such poor
judgment, that's all. I know
the princess better than
anyone on this ship, and,

between us, there's very

little to her. Jou are Much

more interesting.

You have ¢
an analytical g
Mind. You're not
bhe type Lo remain
vnaware of the
Pacts -- or deny
bhem once Wou 4
Find them.

Corinne -- may
well have begun
her dalliance with
Lhe princess as
strategy. But
how it's

- Sigh --
What's your point.?

Have You made
progress?

I'm done! I didn't have
to do aﬂgthiﬁ% with Ghe
technology, just Pind a way to

[ broadcast it. We can go through the

collars. It'll overload them, though. [

. They'll probably vaporize. But

, theu I last long enough Por it
Lo work.

Kres ... ib looks
like you've had this
ability a !aﬂg time.

Whlj haven't you
Lsed it?

The
hobles would
never approve.
They Peel it would
dilute the
bloodlines.

hot trust a

Krabh to do

. What you've
done.

Well, their

approval is about

Lo be irrelevant.

Heh.
 OK, here goes ...




ohll
... Wait, what is ...
something's wrong ...

e ——

-

- = |

e e e e

B _ . 71t worked! N0 t
= Jﬂ”fﬂ'ﬂﬂ E |: It a;tiuar[ﬂ > . X L LL S o TN *
N . . ool N, Worked! 48 Mma, and ib looks

. b,
h

\ ~ good on You. ' ;

M
P

_fl'l

S S—

o

o)

Now, what do
we do about the
humans
downplanet?

Oh, I've got that
ready to go. You
have those monitoring
Lowers everywhere,
they've got powerful 1
transmitters. We can S e
beam it ovt. No
collar needed --

o
What are you doing? S
You khow Wou can &
trust her! She's the
worst of all of them!

I don't know '\
how you did this,
or what oo think
you're tirying to
accomplish, but
Wou have to unde

.'h it right: now!/

I am atrifle
ofFended by that.

Qorinne ...

& ... o You still love me?

#
—E‘f‘—f\-ﬁa}-

4

.. well... X

. ‘ .. Janice, look, |

somebimes things
happen and you y

don't ...
R

that's what I
thought.




Hey ...

Are the monitor
towers doing
something
weird?

WUt the --

LATEE, AFTEE THE CHALS AND SHOUTING ---

~Tean't ™ . !
/" believe You \ /. Ldidn't know o/ -G . # Never had sex in a
| just let them | . aba dq0 bl ran, 4 4 dormancy chamber before ...
\ born us all into / ‘é”fé [E;E f1bs bbb Sible. Nl . anyboady could have walked by You know, we're Krath
~_ Krath. < |, BUL IG does Solve SoMe g ’ and looked in the window ... now, but we don't act like
It Probiens, don's oo Jgg & > strangely exciting ... Krath. Aren't you worried
Ghink? N . about what happens when
e 4 : those human instincts get
into wour bloodlines?

You seem to be N,
handling it well. I
haven't shouted that
[oud during sex in 3
long while. v

0

z -

e,

Counting on it.

I believe we'll be 1 ‘ We're stagnant.
returning home soon. ' We need that Presh
S You'll like our planet. inPluence.
Especially as
princess-consort.

I think we're going
to end up being
somebhing betber. Though
it Might be a struggle,
Por a while.

gpeaking of change,
Now, let me show I'm vacating my position as
Wou a tirick I ¢an do chamberiain. Want to help
with My tongue. Me teach them?

r,r'.r"'f'-._._._-_____-_‘_-_‘_‘_-‘-"“__‘_‘h‘x
(... And that's a wrap, Polks! )

Once and For all.
You've all been great.

h

‘\

,r/‘u"#%ap party

»  starts in twenty
minutes at the Martinique!
stay in costome iF You're
o Peeling exhibitionist, we'll
; see Who notices.

Roby, I hope
Wou're coming. We
couldn't have done
bhis without you.

I'll come at least long
enough Por a toast or two.




T s e [ LATER ...

Thanks Por
coming over. I know it

was kind of out of
the blue ...

.. sure!

I'll be there

in a jiPP.

No, of course I
don't mind, don't be
silly! I just Pinished

what I was doing
anyway, and I'd love
bo see you.

NONE OF THE BAEKEES EXCEFT FAULINE WEEE
CAUGHT IN THE DISCONTINUITY, BUT THAT DOESN'T
MEAN THEY DIDN'T NOTICE. |

JOSIAH HAS ASKED LUCIUS TO COME TL THE
BOAEDEOOM FOR A LATE-NIEHT PEIVATE MEETING-

We do
have to consider
that it is possible to lose
clients. These robots are
Mmaking vs look very bad. More
50 since we can't admit we
have ne idea where they're
coming Prom, 50 everyone
assumes they're
deliberate.

.. he said these
robots or whatever they are
are scaring off his costomenrs.
And that's not the only
complaint I've had.

Agree with all of
that. But why am I
hereZ Why aren't you
bringing this vp at a
general meeting?

Becavse [
want you to
investigate where
these "anomaly" robots
are coming Prom and

stop Ghem. )
With respect ...

there are others in the
Pamily whuﬁﬂu!d do @
better job of that. Who
have more resources Por Q;
this sort of thing.

= Yes.That's
part of my point. I
specifically do not want
whatever team of
wandering investigators

Serene has on tap. .. May I

ask why?

-~ Sigh --

I know, and I'm not
ungrateful. But the point I made
at the time stands: Any policing like
that has a chance of bE"‘ﬂ'ﬂlﬁﬂ a
danger, an uncontroliable Porce,
and all I see PFrom here are the

odds they will do more harm
than good.

Take these
robotis. I'm sure

whoever ¢reated them had
good inbentions. Now they're

interrupting people in the
streetis Por vanishing their

phone or changing their
Makeup.

L7 1trust you to look
into this because Yyou aren't
already invested in some
private Porce. I admit, I was
worried While You and Serene were
.. Seeing one another. But now
that you've both moved on and
she's spending all her time
with that woman ...

THE NEXT AFTERNZON -

_———___ _.___———_
. Trish is already
P:=h|ﬁg around Por another

I don't know. I saidI

HM] Er‘| I|il'|IIEI“ P

/ /" directing project. she's decided she
[ likes directing much more than acting.
\  She also writes, but what she really
. Wants is Por Me to writie stuPP Por
“._ her.she wasn't very subtle
about asking.

/" didn't want to do passives ™\

/becavse I like the hands-on 5tuP—ﬂ-’
— 'I like to actually meet mi u=tamer4|
| . but I'M 30 burned out on |
\ scenarios right now ... maybe I /

.. could do something with her ./

. just as a change-- :
g, 8 ..\.
77

—= -

-

(== Whoon
\ earth is that?

e,

-|-|_|_‘_--__._—F

Psht! I told wou,
don't be silly. IP I'd had
a problem, I'd have said
50. I think wou should call
Mme more often! It's
been a while.
Roby ...
are you CK?
You seem, I don't know,
really down. Even aPter
what we just did ...

., o No I L. T O,

really. I just have ... I'm
dealing with some things
where I don't khow which way
to jump. Like, there's parts of
MY brain arguing with each

obher about what to do.
It's exhauvsting.
And there's been
50 MUch work, I've
barely had time to
stand still, and that's
exhavsting too.

Well, tell me iP
there's something I can
do to help, won't Wou? Even
iF you just need Someone
to talk to ...

You're helping
just by being
here.

Lucivs, we all discussed this a while
back.® I know Wou haven't Porgotten. We
agreed there was no place For a private
regulatory Porce in Ad. Then, suddenly, I Find that
Serene has ex actly that, and there are indications
that Pavline does as well ... not to mention that you
and I both know that these robots couldn't happen
withovt some intervention that's only possible
at our level. 5o that's a third case. I don't
like having my instructions ignored.

I seem to
recall it better
than You deo, Josiah,
becavse what I
remember is we were
evenly divided on the
., Lopic and you threw
& Wour weight around
as psual.

You may
have the most
Ny shares, but You don't
’I'. havefg rﬁagaritg é}g :
N Wourself, and you don’ ]
S\ run bhis place alone. I :
& W|-:=-h Wou'd remember And I'd like to remind
= that. You that serene's
[ "regulatory Porce" has pulled
| our asses oLt of the Pire either
three or Pour times, 4
b, depending on how You /,«
™ count.,

"'HEH Prﬂur-ed out haw t.r:r x
FPFEIIF' bhat dtﬂdﬂﬁtmmbu
We didn't
-

-

You know,
Josiah, I resent the

implication, Pirst, that you

think Serene and I are
| somehow ho longer Prien-:iﬁ.
and second, that you'd be

able to trust me more

iP we weren't.

Also, doesn't it
stirike You as a bit
hupocritic 2al that you're
terrified of private
investigators, wet you
apparently have a team of
spies checking on the
personal lives oF everyone
else in the Pamilyz
I'll
investigate if
Wou want. But I'm not
making wou any
promises about methods.
IP I think the best way to
get to the bottom of this
i5 to Use Serene's
people, then by god
I'm going to vse
Chem.

That's not the
'EEIM-E"-'

Yeah. It's not the O
same becavse it's Por
Wour benefit. That's your
real worry, that
soMeone's going to do
something that isn't. "i"

T,
e,

—_

-

.
/ And if you don't
[ like those terms,
Wou ¢an do your
, own damned |
LUZIUS! BEACTION TE JOSIAH'S BEMABK |5 BECAUSE HE -_~___l..uw95t.|gatrng
IS "THAT woman. ¥ IT'S 4 LONS STORY. SEE SS #12. -T i i

{H
"_-_h"“'m

. This is a
\ ﬁur‘pr'lﬁe

f,
I know.

>i

( canwe all
balk?

b



“You know, I don't
want to be the
peir'am::id in the room, bub T vt
'M not sure bhat we B s e ki
_Should trust you. asking Uou bo. .we%?ﬁ?ﬂr% rf::] ?:he-

N same ends a lok of the
time. I bhink it wouldn't
hurt to be able to ...
sYnchronize.

> -'M
. 17 1'd like o know P
Who do you : /  either of you have
work Por# experienced any ...
; aPterePPects Prom the
discontinuity. Or have
| heard about anyone
Rﬁerse having any.

" I'd rather not 5ay.
What about wou?

A k| -
rather not : ' i
say. i N o What kind -:JP\
i |

| aPterefPects?
R g8 Were you there?
OHK, point g o Fa Y

A
taken.

I5 there
something
speciPic you
want to ask

FOR THE RECORD, NEWCOMERS, "THE PHANTOM" APPEARS S Us about?

TE? BE WORKING FORE FAULINE BARKEE IN THE SAME WAY QU
HERDES WORK FOE SERENE BARKEE, AL-IAS MIDNIGHT. -T

Yes, I was '

2 in there. You're welcome. The N
problem is, every so oPten I
keep trying to become the
Pire elemental again. Out :
o e ST s here. Inveluntarily. ¥ entire time in the
You like '*ﬁ; \=-/// b . ) discontinuity in a
old passives. I ‘' d /f I < , s0it designed to

khow. I ﬁ’abdh#ﬂ‘ AN S .

IJ"lrp ﬂ-""tutu"-"ﬁ - 3 A Ak g 1 b
= 5 protect me Prom any
"The Fisher ‘” 4 Q‘Jﬂd at ‘-hUttmﬂ it oFF, ¢ of its ;F'P-e-cts, 50 it's

but it's drﬂ-turbmg and 1

7 1haven't -
had anything

; i 3 "'-.H
LRNENS” Were you bhe either.

man, or the
cowardly |f,5.,1:_.-

I spent the N Well, not

the kind You
Meahn.

/ Yes, that's My —

worry as well.
Someone might be out
bhere right now having
sUMptoms, and who
= kHows what it's doing
. ko them mentally.

— e

_""-'_

That's good '-.{ :
data, bhﬂugh thank %

Wou. Can I give you
anuthmu in returnZ? Are

"' Was the Pire
4 olemental.

_I‘.l"

7 Ohi Well, I'm

glad to get a

" chance to thank

Wou. We couldn't
have Pixed it
without Wou.

Up and Pind I've set My
' .\ 5heets on Pire in My
A\ . Sleep.

""-. 1" a
'i;-

Ll
'

{ ("urﬂrr-u that one day I'll wake |

, .!; :

Y Exactly. It might
have aPPected their
condition while in the
discontinvity ... and

1 maybe even aPter
\ leaving it.

1._.___'

ho surprise I wouldn't
have any now -- I ff
never got afPected,
in the First
place.

That is, I g
haven't Pound
myself trying to
torn back into a
troll, or even having
nightmares
about it.

Bub
.. 1850
=7 Peel I'm getiting §
a litble boo vsed Lol
being changed into '
ﬁbranuﬂ thma= at
this point? Other |
people might not }a'
have been so, ah,
mentally  /
prepared.

Wou still looking into the 1i -
Mesmerist's club? she's,
not there anymore.

S0 we

learned. We think
the woman running it
now is trying to keep
the club aboveboard.
We have no idea what

happened to
Melinda.

|

Well, I
guess I can,
spre ... wait, do
You mean right
oW 2

I don't know iP this
is usePul. I was in the
clob when the
discontinvity exploded. I
58w her preparing to do
somebhing to a woman
she had as a
captive.

Ok, OK. TN
come. Give me a
Few minutes.,
But the
woman Pought
back, to Melinda's
surprise, wrestling her
to the Ploor ... I was
wondering if I should
intervene, and just
then the explosion
happened.*® /

That other
- Woman is the one 3
\\ who'srunning |/ HUh, S0 i
| | II"-._ tlhe Club oW, I_."'I |I .MI-".Z'[E had tlhe
- \  Upper hand

! going in ...

* ALL OF THIS IS SEEN IN S5 #i14. -T

7 Now, Mou

| want to talk
/That wae Op \ | | about people I
’ TE&,;:;E i ) A\, don't trust ... /

,r"ﬂh.a has ..
’ one of her, ah,
_f patrﬁnta . that '~.|
| apparentiyoniy I |
¢an help with, Emd |
\ apparemtrj it has a
. to be right this /
N instant.

-

/ “Feel Pree to™ \
[ stick around :I
and keep

o talking.

’f

-h-'l
e
.

f ,!mr:r hey -- %
BN/ IPIdon't check in \
IR | again by tomorrow,
send out 3 search
party, Ok?

R | [
-
T L




Y IthinkI actoally
got something that
time! I mean, I'm
pretty sure ...

Orchid?

You're doing
extremely well.
Most don't
progress this
Fast.

It's time to
come out.

But you don't
sound very excited
about it. Are wou still
worried about wour
Priend?

Some, yeah. I
just wish I could
do something to
help her ...

.. Come With me.
I think I have
somebhing in the
oPFice that might do &
the trick.

SOMEWHERE IN THE MASSIVE A4 SLEEP FACILITY ...
Don't stare at . ; s
it Unless you 3

e,

Wow, Pancy
intend to vse it. q

experimental-style sleep
mm Deds. You get to work in @ room
with giant tubes again!
It does
seem to be
MY lot in liPe.
S (L0 made this

It sounds like | =i avﬂﬁbﬁggﬁe-

nd: 15 -1
Wo L:: ;rf; IEH-:i; / has clout.

I don't
Mean that
hegatively. I
Mean you're
perfectly clear on
what goes on
inside your head.

And wou
don't need it.
You're not
complicated.

This is a Pocus
erystal. Meditating

iﬂ

MELINDA HID FEZEM
OUE HEELES FOE A
WHILE BY ASSUMING
THE IDENTITY OF
CLAYTON BARKER'S
LOVER LUCY, WHEN
SHE WASN'T WORKING
WITH CLAYTON AS
HERSELF. WHEN THIS
WAS UNCOVERED,
MELINDA EEBASED
ON'S MIND TO
HER TRACZKS.

AS PENANCE FOR HER
BOLE IN THE
CREATION OF THE
DISCONTINUITY, DR.
EHAPMAN, SOMETIME
ALLY AND SOMETIME
ENEMY, IS WOBKING
TO TEY T BEFPAIR THE
MINDS OF THE
VARIOUS PEOPLE IN
THE AWAKE "comMa
waeD" wHeo HavE
BEEN LEFT
INCAPACITATED BY
VARIOUS NASTY
MANIPULATIONS ——
INELUDING, IN SOME
CASES, HER OWN.-

e —

{:

with it -~ if you can
get her to try it --
may help her sort
her mind out.

% s, "
T

ol

There are two
reasons.

Firat, Melinda didn't
do as thorough a job with
the block on him as she did
with the one on Cobermayer.
There's activity going on in
Barker's head. He's
trying to come back.

He's actually the
Mot likely
prospect in the

r 'E'E‘H':I I
ward right now. =0rd

iP I can revive
him, I think he'll be
vsePul to wou. He B
spent a lot of time j
around Melinda,
aPter all.

More likely

he'll just go

Make more
trouble.

You would
prefer to leave
him like this?

- ;frgﬁ e

No, but it's very
tempting.

o s

known this

was what you

were planning, L
wouldn't have

bothered to put

on MY Wig.
-:ﬂL

Yoo want me
to do?

Ml those
people in the
ward and you had
to start with
Clavton.
you'd say
something like

Yes, you
should have.
You didn't,
becavse wou
Figured I'd say ne
iF ou told me in
advance.

Clavton is in a loop.

A ¢closed scenario. You're
good at breaking those. I
recall you telling me that the
Pastest way out was to do
something the script
doesn't expect.*

I'm throwing
Wou into his loop.
T want you to try

to break it.




I L : P
aways - I wonder
hate? these ""'-, - what horrible
dolls. Even & things this is = e st
When 1 was =Ll [ going to do to Annecoce: L'on't

-

/ : MY ==

right ... not too
KAL) !':I"" |. b = jfl ".l"-'f"'-iﬂ I-

i
A i ok ."'i"l ﬂ

15 everything
ready? ;
= =, '.'IIE:'I

LW

Oh, I think I

hear my sweetie

A LA
P LAY,

A | - F
ANAELhLE, a0
-

make sure the
bedroom is tidy.
Clavton and I will
be vsing it

So0N.

Let's go upstairs.
Annetbe will brin
drinks, and Wou c:
tell me about
Wour dau.

Damn it;, ”
A and 1 hate being <
\, castasa
(_ servant, too.

. o
—

L tidy ... ¢ : g
it soon ... I'm @ good
_ N ... W
L ~—  "Luey" down

| there has got to be

¢ @ Melinda remnant.
“, She's too strong bo \
| just be @ memory.

N

IThaveto L
Pigure out how to
disrupt this, but
that's going to be a
problem if I l[apse into
Good Litble Hovsemaid
J'l".l:"de' 'E'l"E'FE‘] tlil'I"nE' I
get hear her.

.-"'Il.l




-.‘::.i.-..".'.'...."_|*+p--
=]

dni I""I"'
se hornib e

bhey 4
and it

I've got
something here
that's a whole
lot betiber than

what she's
got.

PidI
ac-:ﬂ..npriﬁh
am*thmm

Definitely.

He's out of the
loop.

" &till a long way
" to go Por recovery,
of course, but 1
wouldn't have been
able to proceed
without that.

Do you ... need
to know what
happened?




LATER THAT NIGHT-

It's a Pocus
crystal. You stare
at it and it helps Wou don't do

ou ... well, that kind of thing,

medibate. but: I Pigured it
couldn't hurt. Might
help Wou get Your
head straight,
I dunno.

I khow

Anywau, try
it i you like,
or don't.

sometimes
after a show I have
this weird Peeling like [
haven't taken my stage
makeup ofP
completely ...

I know it's silly, it
doesn't work that
wau, but it always
drives me nuts until I
go check ...

Be right
back. I need to
go check MY

» !

Bl Il.t:’lﬁlllmﬂh wril

Pace.

.‘.)fl

i .

Y= ——t
= s
5 =
= P

"Focus
erystal” ... I
can't hold it

against her, I know
she's pnly doing it
becavse she's
concerned, it's
sweet ...

e

—

L

—

Jﬂl‘-

,"'f know it's late,
but I thought
maybe Wou could
use some

\_ company.

"What's that
Wou've got
there?

Honestly, Ghough,
she Palls Por even
more shit than
Poreen does ...

Like staring at

a glowy rock is

going to help me
With any ...




