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THIS ISSUE OF 4k PICKS UP RIGHT WHERE THE PREVIOUS ONE LEFT OFF, AND YOU'D BETTER 6O READ THAT FIRST, CRNOUEBE GOING TO BE EENEMARE CONFUSED THAN OUR HEROES.-
-' y i ¥ = 4 " k

/1 don't like ™,
| the look of this | Ol

"‘u___ : F:, [a ae. o~ = —_

=

v At least the
gate's ppen. I Porgot

-

Seeam @'\ \ | to bring any siege
Bt o engines.,
v A |5
iy ! = 2 " I might have to change
= gt Y clobhes. IP the people are in

period with the buildings, I'm

i)

could Lse a change N0 |
myselP. No oPPense, ' &
ol Amber, it's @ good oUbFit, JEES
: but Ghis skirt is
_dragging the road.

- X fl .

"~ There are people. Look
" over there in that shadowy
corner. They're trying to
stay out of sight.

I didn't think
we were that
scary.

strangers.

You'll come
with me.

For
queabianing.
)
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gl o = EE
.‘-:-h' . f
?
rf. Bl
F
/ E
"
i
-
Fa & ..'H.

X I ! a 1. - - ; . | b i > -.1_ ! : =
Definitely
have to do
something about
bhis skirt.
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WhHJ bless me! Out of breath ; 22 5
[ ey - F > ) o 'L-"h| rtﬁ s Worse
. boo. I can guess. The You picked the night than that, hon. 1P

pabrﬂbl dowonls lie spot.. They don't come in they take someone in, \ " ;";";Z’i: Eﬁﬂ?;}" Eﬂdlf:# s
S angeno. here. They know I'll kick we don't ever see them | W[Lﬂj B scared to death. Yoo want to
What; the patrol does | B\ They don't say theres a JNSEEREN

with them. I don't  / w B P, g
\_ bhink T want bo. { el

I don't guess the
_‘i" high-toned Polk vp in the

B castle have to put up with any

B OF this nonsense. It's class /
S warfare, is what it is. _4°

| .I‘:'._' -!-' |,1. '

L Y

i
e
LS

y Anyway, they'll
Porget they were
aPter you in a little
while. But best to

avoid them.

I'm Bernice.

T IEY 08 “llow, about bhose rooms.
POOMSZ We haven't had visitors since
i Pleased Lo meet you. Porever, so take Wour pick. Only ones
The patrol just walks Wou can't have are the two on the lower
drotec and &Ye9S \ A Ploor at this end. There's a couple of
anybody they want# L 0/ e, O b sugar ladies bring their customers
' 1A ¢ Si¥h T bo those.

You might want to
stick to the other
end. Quieter,

I want one Yeah, two ' ;

of the rooms ': ' right on Wour
. cheeks.

You want to )
climb all those Everybody's
i § | . gaﬁna call wou
Bunny Butt."

Amber, be good.

Bath's down here. IF you
want one, give me twenty
minutes' notice so I can get
Bernadette to Pill it. I'll rustile : What about wou
Vp SO0Me EWoZ Any

supper adjustments?
about six.

S A - T T N .., -
g PUR INTEEFID HERLOES MAKE THEIE WAY ACBLSS TL THE

I'm going to rip
FAR SIDE OF THE SFEHMLW& LOW TOWN, ONLY TO FIND --. |

some of the ruPPle I was
things ofF these really thinking
sleeves, tbhey're a pain. @ More like "pants,”
But I'm OK besides but this is Pine. At
that, I guess. least: it won't drag
in the mud.

I that's a big |
N wall.

80 ... We Pigure v
Amethyst is going to | Andthose Gt
be up in the castle, | N guards f—'f:".” & look )
right? I guess Pirsk . fl#.re II!:-h-s'gl .Jiﬁll'.‘: bo

thing is Lo see how we .' / et anyone in.
get in there. = ey, o a
N ‘. Ao

'l..- il _

J"'T;j -‘--\ 7

—. -
_J."** r 15 there another
%, way? IF we go
B cutside low town and B

e,

go around ... &

Ifwe geti in
there.

what Ee_rm'r:e
knows before we
try that hike.

AS THEY NEAE THE INN ---

Why did you
help those
strangers?

Becavse
nobody deserves
\ i to be dragged in by
Ther'ﬂ 5 N lj-ﬂru :ustbagﬁ!
gat.j_—,a be a : g - Let me go!
drain tunnel, Y y
at least ...

I know Wou want
excibement, bot let's
get intel Pirst. ,
Especially if I'm going .. 18Nn't
to crawl through a that the
SeWer pipe. woman who
warned us to X i
ron?

CRSOnT s T L G S e e



Al right.
First your beating.
Then hers --

She ran off as
500N a8 she gob
loose. We covldn't
stop her.

What do we do
with Ghis?

Strip ofF her
armor. We'll take it
and the hammer. I
don't think she'll be as
ready to pick a Pight:
without it.

Far as I know,
there's only bwo ways
in there, hon: You get

invibed in by one of that
erowd, or the patrol
drags Wou in.

ol
";h""'"""l‘ﬂ".
R T, e

il
T

I'll smash your
skull Por that!

M

]
[ Mo

SN

Bullies piss
me ofp,

What
happened to
bhe woman? I

wanted to
talk to her.

Thew're not
doing any of the
Pirst one, and wou
don't want any of /
the second one.

No back door®
Underground tunnel?
Breach in the wall?

Not that I've
ever heard of.
And I've heard

everything.

o we're all
just calling it a
night: eariy?

Pi's out of sbeam and
Awber's pretty close.
Sapphire needs alone time,
and I have a couple of
sketiches I want to do.

Bernadette
saus thab

bath's ready. Ch, thanks,

Bernice. Maybe
that'll let me wind
down oo,

This stuPP is
heavi/IP I had to
walk around in Ghis
all day, I'd be
medn too.

Hey ... you
bhink one of vs
could put this on
anduseit as a
disguise?

I wouldn't, want,
to risk it. It'd
probably turn vs into
one of them, or
something.

Hey, i, did Yoo
birink Ghat woman
with the cow [ookea
like Topaz?

IE Was hep.
Buk she's in too
Many pieces o
Fix,



AFTER A REFRESHING SOAK -.. . | [ 1
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I heard you
¥ talking about not
wanting to go to bed
early and I thought
You Might want
S0ME COMpany.

Thanks, bub I
don't Ghink I want
that kind of
company tonight.

Ch ... you're one
of the ... what did
Bernice call them?
The sugar ladies?

AN



N
oure ...

fou're nots ...7

Nope. I'm not
really much of a sub,
but: I can Pake it.. I
needed to Pind out

what you were
actually vp to.

Now, when we get done ...

MMM/ ... you're not going to

even tell Amethyst you saw
me.

-= ok --

You understand?

I have something
diPPerent in mind. @ood girl.

Iwasn't
about to tell . thid bime ibia
: her how much 1 ' difPerent, Bernice!
B needed that. _ Thew're going into They're pulling in
i L] Wi houses. knocking JF anubodif they catch in the
) . down doors., street. They're not bothering
Wwith an excuse. And there's a
woman Fling around on 8
dragon --

You're what
cavsed all this. IP
You hadn't
attacked that
patroller ...

{ Huoh. What's
the conmobion
down there?

You mean
the patroller ok
Who was
threatening you
and had Wou in

What's MR D 2 |
going on? AN | an armlock? o The one you

were :

sereaming at (o8

to let you :
go?

A
-

Huh, I
thought I was
helping wou out.
Silly of me, I
guess.
|
That ... ah ...
that's not the
point: We can't do
anybhing that pisses
them ofPI It's not safe
Por any of vs! Look at
what they're doing
2o I should nOW --
have let her
bake Youz '
You know,
hiding and trying
not to opset them Thew're headed
isn't going to work, straight Por here!

They seem to be u '

dragging in an awpul 1“" -
lot of Wou £ .
anyway.

¥ But we don't
want it to happen
Paster/

That's
definitely
Topaz.
Same as evenr.

You've got ' [ wasn't 5
SoMe nerve. always a patroller!
They changed me! That's
what they do to the peapfe}
they havl in -- they turn |
them into more /A
patrollers! .

H‘F - .

When that ™~ =
woman stripped

oFF my armor it was

like My head cleared.

I'm not a patroller
anymore! I don't
You can't want to be one! I 4
come in here! never did!

I shovld punch
Wou right through that

door --

Di, hat do
Wou bhink?

She looks like
Amethyst.

Please! I'm
telling you,
Hold on there, they're almest

people. here!
I'M the only one who gets
Lo say who can and can't

come in here.

She's been
changed ...

Bernice, she's one
of them! She's just
here to rat vs oot or
backstab vs --




dodge the next
one, bitch! I

'! i

Whoooop! |

g

Now I've got
Wou, brat!

What on
earthis
going on
down
here?

Egeeeeel!

Al of you.
You will aff be
taken in.

All right, that's enough of that.




AFTER THE DUST HAS CLEARED .. o aT'TyE B4R, BEBNICE
' POLRS RUBY A DEINK

AND TELLS THE TALE
W

Lititle higher

... bhere, that's
gob it.

>~ The Moon
1 ] " /" Priestessis ... was ...

/  What you might call the |
protector of the low town. She |l
knows all kinds of things. IP &

\  anyone knew another way

\_into the castle, it would
™. have been her. _

Do

. %
W . A

Bernice, I'm @~ Amethyst
sorry about all |/ knowswere
this. It really is A here; f:-hE'E] came to
My Pauvlt. A\ get Us. everyone
~C \ elsewasjusta 4

*
"

— . bonus.,
=

%

—,
e,

We need to get out of ™ \
here before they try again. I
don't want the inn torn apart ; %
becavse of us, y < You sound
stay as long as ' Bif s iPPY on whether
wou need. IP they —L BT she's in past
come back, I'll IP we're lucky, < L #/ _ bense. _
throw them out some of the ones we \
& stripped will recover. But
Di thinks some of them are
probably bits of Amethust
A herself. Those'll stay bad. /
. And they'll come back 4
worse. = !
gy I'vegotto 4 1
(Pr'gure- out how oS Well, she might be alive,
get up to her, | Por sure. But the Moon

h
o

. ,andPast. ' Temple's havnted. Or n amm@at) ‘3 WGl lem | 84
e _,hx_.\ﬂf; something. No one who tries bo I P S0 even iP
i N , go ih comes back out, and oy A — > she's alive in
Wish the Moon ) . people claim there's a ghost JAr R e R N Chere, no one can
( , el - ) wandering around there. A R N NN gch Lo her. Hell,
Priestess was still & ..y A G 0 SRR  aube She's bhe
. around ... €N pricstess? A : (v, e il -

e

I think I had I don't think I
better go check that shovld wait to do this,
out. Where is it? ' but it also means getiting
Bl across low town in the
dark without being
spotited.

Amber, I'd like
Wou to come
Witih me.

y You serious? N
APter what I just
told Wou? I don't

know if wou're
brave or ¢crazy.

Look, so Par on this . -. e E, |
adventure, every time -' - ' : No Pair!
somebody's said "Oh, that's : * How come
| the bhing you'd better not b e . W Amber gets to
do," that's turned out to be — - TP go and I Becauvse
the thing I need to do. ; 2 e BT “don't? Awber ¢an Pight,
Why stop now? =AY r NN N | Di. And move
ik e e N quietly.

Heh. - i < Di, Bernice

N needs you Lo help
B with these people. And
protect the inn iF more

W patrols come. OKZ

Temple's on the east side,

§ back of the Narrows. Might
B work out, actually; the patro
B hate the Narrows. IP Wou
b can get that Par.

... apphire, I
bhink Yo should
come Loo.

- 5@‘:’ e

THE NABEOWS.
Yeah. I can see
why the patrols don't
come in here. They could
barely £it down some of
these alleys.

No, I mean it's
¢reeping me out. |




That's gotta N8
be it.

¥ It's got tobe
soMething, anyway
... C'MON, Sapphire,
we're going in.

I thought ...

Uh, hever
mind.

... Sapphire?

RubY --

Behind you --!

sapphirelf

No, wait, don't
run away!

|
amn it!

...Amber, what --7

W

"0 ey, :
Missed me, you -- o

Ok, ghost.

I'm coming in.
Ah, shit.

P B

First
I'm going to
Find a way to
beat the crap
out oF you.

Amber/

- w8 @

Then I'm
going tio keep
doing that until
Wou Pix my
Priends.

I've
got plenty
Amber, of spare —
wait! « bime.




Something Peels
wrong about this ...

e .'-__
o "'\-H
s,

PePinitely
3 wrong. I don't
CEUCRL  know whiit's
wrong, but ...

il

o

.. Nice try.

I guess this is
what you don't
want me to mess

with, then.

—

Q0 0

N e o0

| o
gLk

Oh, that's L
MuUch better. T

_II




Well, sorry to have
interPered with your
- ghosting ...

It's not that. I'm % I mean, how
pissed she managed [ much damage did I
Lo trick me. L do while I was ...
like thatZ

H
=2

._F-

e h : y Hmm. Looks like
- - 7 3N ¥ Yoo don't need to
J-. “:d.. "'_,i%% . 3 worry about it.

1 | ramnitl -
80 now that : Damn it! ———

" Wou're back to e N ' - .: wa_ 4
( , 2 Wi i
B
|

il

L t'g':";gs%";e'gg"-ﬂ'ﬂ“ B \oor I mean, I'm glad
_. = B ohicctocs? Wou're back to pﬂ-r'mai.
= - but I was hoping Por
soMmeone who could give me
some hints on what to
do next.

LY

Y Instead
| it's another —

B\ dead end. B st
And this is no R Well, you're on bop™,

Moon Temple. It's _ : of the ;&r'r:'h""’?"'f" rjur I"I
the entrance to - | , Memory. All kinds of )
bhe Archives. — b h_inPormation ... £

-

-,

.. Nobody can Pind
o . anything in it but
Everuthing's all ' garnet ... but I'm
L Messed up, Opal. pretty sure she's

down there. /'
_-lr'

-

Anyway, it N
can't hurt to
check ...

Un, this hall 5y I , ,_ 3 __
doesn't have any f— <5 : © Let myself -- A
other doors ... 4 / NG _ I don't see how --
7 That's the N\
| wayin. Let
"\ yourselP sink.

&

there's a way
» back vp!

Ch, there I was
Wou are. wondering When
Wou'd decide to
come down.

This is
not what I
expect an
archive to look
like.

There's
SoMeone over
there ...




What are

; g J
I I'm not gpf:-ur mother. T J Amethyst's
'm part of Wwou, just like - - ambitions? ;
: . : W I think I've
qd - already said too much.
" Memory isn't always
impartial, but it's best
4he probably doesn't % When it is.
o ook like this now. You really
A should get in touch with her -
; again, You know. COpal.
4 ) Awber,
Sapphire. Good
- - to see Wou're
That might be Zrl well.
difPicult. -
Are you my 1
conscience, too? g
i Remember, all
- : oF this is wou
. deciding what you
want to be. It's just
baking an unesvally

No, just wour
physical Porm.

MeEMOrY.

Ask
Amethyst what
. . she wants, when you
conscience without see her. I'm sure
1 d Memory. » she'll be eager to
. ' Lell ou. N
o UE 00 Well, about o :
e ' ; that ... We can't
Pigure out a way \'I
bo sneak into thF

|
Which is why \
a—tm

Amethyst put "’pal
THE Archives

up there to FFE'“‘
anyone Prom
-spealqma to me. 5
¥ connect to Pv#rut.hn‘ﬂ
i Come back when Wou're
ready, and I'l open a

: |
é way Por you.

:.ln

4

iﬁﬂ’“ )

Buk wou
can't have a

._‘.

&
e i,

Jﬂu"u'l-Etth"'t

'-.'-i:3r1.'.-i,"2lr'1h are
incompatible with .
_ conscience, and !.
\_5he knows it. ;

Use wour breath,
stupid -- what are you

THE GROUP BESINS THE JOUBNEY BACK TO THE #WTE-'M THEIR APPROACH.-
waiting Por? Blast her!

It's got to be almost
dawn ... if we're lucky
the patrols have all
called it @ night, --

Get thems!

Little bibch!

When I
-- UMPh -~

When I can get vp, I'm going to
turn You into a worm!

What--7
ddaaaaaagh’

Wouldn't you
rather be a person
dgain than stay a

monster?

gplitting up
was not the
smart thing to
do, but that's
panic Por you.

Po you like
being a
Mmonster?

.'i-I'.-!i-q.."_

L LIE‘E.”JH.D JI"'IS
'Eﬂ'n"uﬁb""ﬂlf" else."

That's what Di said.

I need to get
back to the

others before 48

somebhing -- 2




CAN TALK IF SHE WHEN SHE

ISRV ISR e HERE, HEAD GO BAD ... ALL
PARK ... BAD ... HAVE TO PO
WHAT SHE SAY ...

NOT WANT PO
WHAT SHE SsAY ...

Can't say I
blame Wou.

I didn't know
Wou could talk!

Look, I don't know
Come on, bring wour how to change Wou back,
head down here. . but I think L know What == 1p you're willing to
" we need to do Pirst. -'I':'L'-'G'F'E'r'atn':".

Not lavghing T knew
now, I see. L7 you'd bry to
COME Pescue them.
You're so valiant. And
reckless. And
predictable.

Next Buby is going te
come try it boo, and then I'm
going to turn all Four of Wou into
earthworms and wou'll never
bother anybody again.

Agiieeceee!!

-
-, =
- e -

pouggh ...
Hey, Ruby! d
I
¢
Have wou
There has got to be been properiy e ;
- - ) o s e AT
an easier way to sort rﬂrim:-dduggqtﬂ
out Your head. Jade yet?
:
o
I 1
. | J i
Eﬁ" | :
-
-
' B - = does she
4 : ', . - > alwauys take the
e clothes? Does she
- ey e have a H"”":I_;I abauh
e i Ly clothes?
3 = :
o ._ .
L o .\r =
ir ;r_a-- _—
- r :
- a2 g
¥ A il 1"-.': i s



You know, You
covld have come
with us ...

7
F,

wanted to check on
everybody until aPter

... WhY ... did you have
bo burn 50 Moch ... was
just trying to ...

I didn't decide I

Wou lePt.

Also, I took the
route without a dragon.

Onyx, Jade, I hope wou're

both recovered.

Now, I krow

Wou can't see the

Puture.
OP course not. Bub as
500N a5 somebhing
happens to any of us, it
becomes memory.

Topaz is chickenshit,
and Pearl is a kiss-up.

Tell me I lie, Cpal.

- FHEM ==

Topaz Peels that the best thing is to go along with
whatever's happening. Not rock the boat. Friend to

everyone, but very passive.

Pearl ... Pearl is Wour "social climber"” part. She
wants to be part of the group that's on top,

ho matter what that group is.

@o away.

&ne of us -
didn't have
anybhing to

necover from. |

/! That's not
guite tirve,

¢ Garnet, You said
! the same thing I did but
L Wou took Pour times as
Mmany werds.

I don't want a lecture,
You don't: even know what
Amethust is trying to do. You
just came in and went on the
attack. And now I get to be
the monster.

Jade ... I plan to learn
what: Amethyst is trying to
do. But don't you see that her
methods -- and yours -- kind
oF undermine the message?

I mean, why would you
need to do the things you
did? IP wou had something

good enough, You could just
say, "Hey, let's do this," and
have everybody else say
"OK, sure!”

Everybody's mad at
Wou and they should be.
You did mean, horrible
things. Now: Why did
Amethyst want wou to
do those things?

Turn me into your pet dragen ...
get vp so I can hit you again!

I hope you're not;
expecting me to make
Onyx apologize.

C'mon, get up. The
50n's rising, and we're
all going back to the inn
For breakPast.

And iP you
don't behave, I'll let
her khock Wou into

next week.

Ty
7~ Well, does your .
" memory of what's been
| going on up in the castle
have any helpful tips
Por me?

There's no
reason to be

’ Mauvbe

she doesn't: think
there's any room Por
neutrality, Garnet.

I just think it's better iF Ruby
learns things Por herself. You ¢an do
the math. Eight of vs are here. That

l[eaves Four.

In the castle, besides Amethyst, Emerald
i8 lurking somewhere. The rest of the
people you'll Pind there are all
Pragments of either Pearlor _#y o pi
Topaz, same as down here. /" sain'ahe pan't

merge them ...
why?

Thew're too
Pragmented. They lack a
common set of drives like the
Vixens. And they're not
entirely in that situation
against their will.

They're not =
The Polks here didn't
seem like Priends of

Amethyst. What's
motivating them to
cooperate?

scooch over a little,
would oo, BiF

"Sp what motivabed Jade? Is she just
horrible "

"Wo one is just' horrible, Ruby. And Jade told
Wou her motivations herself, though Hou May
not have been in a position to notice at the
Gime.

Jade is very cynical. she believes that you
can't succeed by plaving by the rules.
AMethist's argument was that the rules
need to change. That had a natural appeal
to her."”

“Hey, Garnet, iP You're solving
Mysteries, sapphire and I still want to
know about Bernice. she sure doesn't
act like a Pragment of Topaz or Peari ...

even Di can't Figure her ovt."

‘Bernice is a piece of AMethyst."
"AmethystZ"

"Part of Amethyst rebels at her own
ideas. And that is all I'm going to say."”

You think she was {
Using me. But she wasn't! Y
&he wants to change us, and
what she had in mind ... doing
things her way, we could

Actually what? What did
she want to improve? You .
know, we're not having a bad life.
We're not miserable. We're not
broke. We're not bored. We're
hot Lsvally lonely.

Look, I get that you and
Sapphire are in charge of all
the negative Peelings around

here, but You have to stop
sometimes and actually see
Pacts. Sapphire has.

I'm taking Opal and Onyx
witih me into the castle. While
we're gone, I don't want Wou

Mmaking any more trouble.

IF wou do, I've told
the others they can do
whatever they have to do to
keep Wou in line.

Bot I'd rather wou got
there willingly.




When you said the
Archives connected to
everything, I didn't realize

Through the back
of a wardrobe?

IP neariy
everyone here is a

8 Pearlor @ Topaz, aren't “You betber not
B e going to stand out be asking me to
' anyway# : \l00k like Pearl.

Wou meant actual secret Really?
passages. N

It's your
metaphor. Don't
blame me.

You're going to
want to sbay out of
sight unkil Wou can Pind
some of the obhers here,
to see how they're
dressed. You'll
definitely want to
blend in.

Hoh!

I think ... that's nok
going to be a
problem.

Wow. T You can
Are they even . T duplicate that,
901G, DUG L

A , y oy ”
won't like it. feah, but not

—asgd” Casvally. It's going to take
T Pocus, especially the masks. We
heed a quiet place where we won't |
', be disturbed. Ideally witha /
mirror. Where are the 4
bedrooms, Wou think? _.

e —

B Oh!
fJ You're not Mistress
T Beatrice!

No, I'm not.
Will you help vs
anyway?

%

You can't walk

around wearing
that! It's not
acceptable!

Funny, that's
exactly what we
nheed help with.

—— E—

“First, we Must -
get You out of these Guess You got
tlhiﬂgg 1.!...'hatl ol came I:
"'-.___. p':"r' 1 .FU tlﬂ / ..!__.I'

-,

.I".I"—l-','. -

Hey! AT You know we're
Uh, Wou're very =" going to be next, }
direct ... right#

And of course
we mustin't Porget
the mask.

Get all that
¥ hair vp out of the
‘J-.I'EIL_{I Lo MUCH
better ... and into
something more
spitable ...

Hey!
Leave her
alone, You

can't

You as well. )
L o - _ .

"

e
o

7 Now, let's
| see. What shall |
l.-,___..‘. we w Eapf .f_ﬂl

.
-

et

Perhaps i ~ Don't worry,
the mask : Mmistresses!
Pirat, this I'll make sure
bime. there's someone Lo
- dress each of you
Por the ball!




It's time Lo
change Por the
ball!

['ve been
blanked out before,
but that was a new

sensation. Felt like I
wWas 3 FEESE‘HQ‘EF‘ in

MY OWh head.
Well,

they're not acting
like they're on
Eut.-;‘.l]:-l'f-:-t HOW,
anyway ...

Passenger inmy
own head, while inside My I need to
own head. % Ard
own head Find Onyx and Opal
o ... are they
-- 8jgh -- =
= somewhere in here?
Nobody is ever going to We :elgfpt:tﬂ Eft- back
believe diny or this. ; R

H-E‘ljrr
Oome dance with me.
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What | . :
wasIjust A - 3 : . el '
bhinking - - B .
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MMM, Ehats
was Pun ... who
shovld I ask bo
danc'ie now?
Pamn it!
Juat another
trap.

I've been tirying to &
look Por you, but every &
. time someone asks me
to dance ... '

Yeah, I know.
Have Wou seen
Onyx?

She has to be in here
soMmewhere, but the
rooM's sp crowded ...

Oop. Some people
are coming over. Let's
dance together instead.
HopePully that won't
blank vs out.

I thought Por a

second bot ...

There you
are!

It's just mean. They

20 this is
what they do? Walk
around like windup dolls
hodding to each other all
day, then dance and
gossip about nothing
all night.z

deems like it. They
may have been
voluntary at Pirst, but I
think Amethyst kind of
screwed them over.

I can see how it
would go. "Be in my
court, wear pretty

clobhes, be waited on
hand and Poot" ...

I hope they're
disgusted with it,
deep in their heads,
becavse it'll make it a
lot easier to merge
them back again if
they are.

j Y Look! Look what
they did to me! Look
at this pair! Look at

all Ghis pink!

I don't know.
Pear! probably
loves it.

onyx, I'm s0
S0PTY ...

... but it does
look really cute
on you!

Ch, don't even
start --

C'mon., Let's get out
of here before we're
asked to dance again.

e probably did it Por revenge.
"o Did You nobice the maids are
all Topazes and the
“mistresses" are all Pearls?
I'd push back too.

Now come along.
We have to get you
back to the ball where
You belong. You don't
want to miss the

I'd tell you to dancing!

rip it: ofF, but it's
probably better to
keep wearing it Por ™ B 5 -
abit ... - Yes ... must go
i 2 55 4 ; g AL to the ball ...
must dance ...

Hey, where did
we lose Opal? She
was right. here --

O, S

A N af iy : n
" ; This gets a lot
harder if we have to
dodge all of them
S wander-fng around.
[ g'j; e
y 4 2, I think you
4 v should come Lp

Lo MY Poom
with me.

- i s
. o iy I have &
‘T & really good
: ey bed.

! | I want to
take that
dress ofp.

I'll go
rescue
Opal.




Emerald. It didn't
work on me last bime,
what makes Wou think it

would now?

Iwasn't
even trying
that! I was

hoping wou'd,

W'know, just
want to.

Amethyst told me I
could Pool around all I
wanted. But they don't get
horny! None of them likes sex
but Jade, and she's always
busy. I have to mess with their
heads iP I want to play, and 4
they're still not into it,
even then.

You're Pun.,
They're not.

S0 Amethyst
cheated you, too?
Sounds like she gave
bad deals to
everybody.

sure!
I'll take wou to
her ...

Emerald, I can't
play right now. I need to
Find Amethyst. Do you
know where she is7

... but You have to
come bo My room and lick
MY pussy Pirst,

o gfggllr&' -

- en gf‘-ggﬂrg -

Oh, Weah!
She's completely outs
of it.

Now I'm going
ko go puk Yoo
SgMewWhere Where you
won't be any more
trouble.

And now that
Emerald has Pucked
Wou incoherent, Wou
won't make a Fuss

about it.

You know, I've
been tirying to keep
telling muselP "Hear

Avethust out! See
what's eating her!"

But Wou never
intended to play Pair.
You've cheated and lied to
everyone else here. Why did I
expect I could have a
straightPorward talk
Wwith Wou?

Pon’t hit
Me again’

I gave them all what they
wanted! Even the ones who
didn't want to cooperate! Amber
got to have adventures all the
time, Sapphire got to sit in a
horrible place and pout ...

I spppose I should
have expected that the
two sluts were the only ones
who could get any traction
with you.

Sex is your
Wweakness, You know.
Once I'm completely in

¢harge, I'll get rid of all
those parts of our
personality.
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Ok, I had to
lock Diamond vp, but T
couldn't aPPect her and she
was never g-ﬂfng to lisben to
reason. I don't: think you
will either.

OMK, here's wWhy
You shouldn't be in

charge: You're
wasting our liPe!

You Pound out
you're probably the
most powerfPul thing in
Sleep. You could take
over the place! You
could get rid of the
sarkers!

And what did you do
aPter wou Pound out?
You whined about not
wanting the responsibility!
You've done nothing! We've
got everything and you
won't use it!

fou make me
Sich!

G - — R

One of your
weaknesses is you have
ne imagination.

That's why you
had to have Jade do all
your dirty work Por you.
She's a lot more inspired
about it..

Never occured to wou I
Might: be Paking, or that
Emerald might: be sick of

Your bullshit too.




This is what Wou
have in mind? ‘EG'M% kind
oF dark queen? - vungh! -
... That's as Par as you ¢an go,
isn't it Z You don't really know
what you'd do with it either.
You just know you want
ko be in charge.

Also, it's cliche
as hell.

You're not
the only one who
can Pake.

You know, you
Mmade a mistake
¢oming into your

head like this.

It means that I
have the option to
deal with You
You just don't have physicaily.
the brains to
apprecf.‘?be i. Evergapne-
knows I hold most o And most of f nt :
the intellect here. the ego, g E‘:ng

appar*entrl_d-_;__,__...—-" It's called until there's nothing

— "sg|p-assurance,” o "you" lefPt.
Mmushmouth, something the
rest of Wou whiners know

nothing about.
" And no ore is

going to save
Wou.

You sure
about that?

a T T G
7 ih:; ::?gi:t: Fﬁdpgprihﬂere And they'll all bless it.

Nice and easy.

I'm not @s vindictive You're not going to cheat all
as you are. : our sisters a second Lime. -
They're on to You now. Behave, and everything will be Pine.
Don't behave, and they have my
permission to team up on Wou and do any
kind of ass-kicking they need to do.

Anyway, I can't take Wou
out oF My head, and I
wouldn't want to. You're an
important part of me.

But I'm laving down
some rules. I may never be
back in here again, and I want
bhem to stick.

You got: away with .
7 What you did becavse you @
{ had the ability to say "well, what §
[ if Buby really wants this and

A\ doesn't know itZ What if this ;-""
> is actually the wayz" -~

{.--'"
L_\f_.-ﬁ"/\""_; -._-———__________
S Well, now you know. Buby doesn't want

what you want. Your waw is not the wau.

And everybody else here knows it too.




@uess that's
i, then.

I shovld call )
Leyna and see

How long was I
in bhere? It Pelt like
a couple of daus, but I
don't think I trust

"y

what I missed. 3
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FIGURING AT THIS HOUR SHE'S MORE LIKELY TEO FIND
ORCHID BACKSTASGE, EUBY HEADS FOR THE EIVERE DISTEICT,

| WHERE THE CIRXUE DIABOLIRUE IS LOCATED.-
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No, scratch that ... )
First, T shovld Pind Orchid. ™
I have questions,

Why is it 50
... EMpEMYZ

I've pever
seen that cafe
closed before.

Where is
everybody?
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g, idiot! =
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I didn't even
anything!
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Phone's not
working?

I didn't
think that was
ever supposed to
happen.
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OK, I'll go
Find her the
old-Pashioned
way.
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1,

. What the '

% nell

i5 going on?

THAT'S AN EXCELLENT QRUESTION, RUBY ... BUT THE ANSWER
WILL HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL OUR NEXT ISSUE! DON'T MISS IT!



