Owo!
You got problems? /
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I'm not saving i
I'm lost. I'm just
J  sauing I don't
. Pemember it looking /8
N like this. -
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oyo.
/1 han't
| side in a long time,
and I'm turned

1 around. 4 I
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Me to have any ideas.
Y This is the Purthest I've
B\ ever been outside the

[ Luisa's place. She
\ makes clothes, You
know it#

Sleep complex.

You're sure
this is the
way to
Luisa's,

huoh?

i "hlllhl-
Really wanted to
think you were stile,

...boobad. Not sorry,

spill. We got to
teach wou not to
come here.

How about I '
teach.

, et
; Welcome like ‘*—’__-5:'5:{.
this, no wonder e
Wou never get L
Vigitors, “,:—;f
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oY [N
e . v
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V' Hey! No spill's \
gonna beat down |
":""'x My crew .../

oW, seraper, now I'min a
bad mood. Think real hard.

Looking Por
Luisa's place. She
makes clothes. You :
know it, or hot¥ £ e = e
. / L-Luisa han't ™\
Y beenherefor
years! I don't know |
where she went.
\. Nobody does. /
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‘Words and images by Trilb




ER- EUBY AND LEYNA PREPARE TO GO LOOK FOR NATHANTIEL BARKEE. thatic

You T S TS another thing. Do
rummaged D we really have to

¥ through Ghe N \ wear these
i leavings room Por IR diapers--
half an hour and | T
this is what you
b came cut 48

i

i What's wrong ¥
i with it 7 It Pits ' It's Palling
Wou and hides apart! And it's
1 'What we want Filthy.
hidden.

&7 Unless you

{1 T want to piss
NO, IT'S STAINED. -

EVERYTHING IN THE yourselP, yes. .

LEAVINGS HAS BEEN :

WELL-LAUNDERED. A vOUR L

BELADDER aAND
BOWEL CONTEOL
IS ALMOST
NONEXISTENT.
YOU'LL ALSO FIND
YOoU HAVE SOME
DPIGESTIVE
ISSUES.

=3

It's not Pilbhy
enovgh. When we get
out, we'll try o Pind

some dirt to put on it.

Listen to Sue, OKT While = :
. ./ vou're in the bed you don't even '\ }'crupaﬂfﬂ Wﬁfﬁ '-'EU"J
know when Wou're pissing, and the \ once Por a short bime,
On ourselves, too. 4 “a;.’:i Eﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁgﬁf ' nutrient goo they pump into vs —, but bhis bime we might; be
ridicolous. But it's all I means you don't khow what: solid A out there Por hours. You
could Pind that Pita W Pood i5. Basically, you have the \ want to risk it7
Libs andcovers the digestive system of an ‘ . -

waste unit. infant.

That top's o oy g, S e
A . bveruo fttle, but.I real ' S
g Lemps. Eg ; |

‘ ' PPN ' B\ :crious about bhe
they're a miracle : ;
of seience! There was hmﬁ}f Eﬁ;theg rest of it.

a time when people :
W"—’;-‘éi? phg:ir gffﬁg Por t L:::w:air.{.;r there's three
i Ing, ‘] le oLt there.
o ol And I hate to groups oF people ou
ﬁ%‘féﬂgmﬂaﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ- say it, bub Por THEEEIE bhe Wide-Eves; then a
wearing them all have to loce the , sort of a normal life going; and
the time. nail polish. then there's a shitload of people
who barely stay alive by
seavenging. Reclaim.

Hey, sve, how
come we don't

wear the waste ; Serapers,
Uhibs in the but don't call

beds? them that unless
Wou want a

'_‘\. Pight.

You 3
WOULDN'T f
BELIEVE ME
IF I TOLD .

YOu. ' -. ' We really do not

want them thinking we've
come out of the Sleep Paciliby.
geriously. I know you're not an
actor, but wou're going to
have to try. 4

I ¢an try to Pind 8
longer wig For wou iP it'll make
Wou more comPortable ... but they ¥, , cal'
can spot bhe Wigs sometimes, & rz’. ,
which is why we're covering our / J Lo
; heads, so it won't make much 4 No...I'M OK g -
.. You're Y\ - ditberence. A withtheone I J /
:,\emﬂumg this. J= . . have. '

;

e S

> |

o Thanks, though.
L _r"
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We're & Thing is, I got 50T ~~_
running now? 2 ‘ . | didn't believe her. She ™
80 ... I know you said knew how much I hated it out ™
you'd spent time Awake, , 1 here, she khew how I Pelt ... how

but now I think it was 2 B | do You say you're keeping

longer than you let on. : 5 soMeone else in a sitvation |
they don't want "Por their

own good"?

I want
some distance
between us and

Momma took vs
both out of Sleep
i gl - > o when I was ten. She
way With i : said she didn't want me -l
rberr:auefe they e ik to have to do the kind of 4;1?”??;@?%
~~E-Jn:rlg v mqhhsbpma . things I'd need to aaItm this. the last B
ould Pight. stay in Sleep When 2 of
_ . arew ip: couple of those

That won't

, Work bwice. They'll let you into

Sleep on your own at
o B ; sixteen. Momma had some
We didn't: do . ; Money saved. I stole My
50 well on the . st.arting bed Pee Prom
blending in. Ay her and lePt.

"
e

<
o
d-l-.-:‘l'

TR AREE s B Now tell me I'm I Pigure she didn't want
I should have W A - L horrible.  J° to be in Sleep Por her own
redlized they d S ~ : | reasons, and that's Pine, but
suspect any ¥, £ s 2%y - B\ she didn't get to make that S
strangers. S [eeENSSETIERIE — ~ choice Por me, Wknow? g7

ot

Anyway, she
could have reached me
i Sleep iF she wanted
i to, but ... :

& -." & ¥y _‘}.
W This is bhe
Soutbh Biver! This

B is 3 bad place Por
N (s to be, IE's not

You mean, e
uhlike the rest 1 D N |/ ~
of it? g S

-

Not Punny. J

™ i, .
-y _.IIF e
= This is where
"/ the people even the N
S [ scavengers won't . . No, it's not
PN tolerate live. People > | possible. Is it?
L around here will just kill .

#

R L You iP bhey Ghink you
0 have anything they
e [ 11}

can sell.

- g {2 .
| |

‘ =Y We need to be g

e N somewhere else, right NS S

how. We're sure nob

going to Pind any help S=d
around here.

—
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a Miz Annie!
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Come in. "“xl
We'll sib.

o —

Keep your
voice down,
Some of bhem
are sleeping.

- R
‘ __-l-
~ e - (| .

-~ e & :' | 1'
; OWo,selah... % & '|I :
\ DoTknowyou? ) . :

Ty

[ It's Ruby Martinez. Y | - | I5 this a
AN\ \Po You remember me? . Ll Shetter?

",

OF a kind.
seooch that
#hair on over.

Easy there,
now. Easy. Go
back to sleep. He's having a

Plash, is all. He
don't even know

You're there.

Worms/

B It's not that.
o I mean, he startled
Me, Yes, but ... 1
Khow him.

Weren't
close, I hope.

His name's
Cole. He worked as @y He killed a I 5
rough Por Clayton ( Priend of mine and¥, 15 he as
~ Barker. tried to kill me.* 4 bad OfF 25 he
LK

Worse. His insides
are all et up. Sunth'll Pon't guess he'll
do that, you take it leave that bed.
long enough.

Not all as
bad as him. Some
Might: walk out. And
likely be back in a
week.

Mostly they come here
to die. I make it as easy as
I can. Can't get much to help
Lhem with, though.

80 synth is
still a thing, huh?
Pamn.

Is that
... i5 everyone in
here in ... that
condition?

# ISSUE #1! THE VERY FIRST PASE OF IT, IN FACT.~=T

Let me get a look ab
Wou, child. Been ... bwenty
Wears? More?

I can tell you put that Thought: Por @ wWhile

dirt: on. Don't: look right. she Was going in to
And I see the buige join you ...

where you're sitting.

Not: iF she
skill Pelt the
way she did

hever heard a
word.

You come out of
Sleep to Pind
somebody?

Well ... anybody
who could help Us ...
but I was going to start
With her. Miz Annie ...
do You think she
lePt becavse of
me? Because I
ran ofE?

Actually, I didn't have
any obher ideas.

Year or
50 aPfter You
lePt, Luisa Ch, ¢hild.
disappeared. How would I know?

something happened to

her; she packed up. She

knew where she was going.

. BUt she didn't tell me.
Or anybody.

Bot: she knew you'd go.
Always did. she was just
trying to ... hold it ofP.

She Might have been

planning to go Por a long time.
You know how she was.




What help do
You need? ! 15 she one of those
does that just to mess

Show her with Polks, or is she one of
the pictore, bhe kind who don't like what
Leyna. she got born with?

Uh ... bhe second. I'm
prettl sure. She always
presented as a woman in Sleep,
and when she was ... sbuck
Awake, she clearly wasn't
happy it was in that body.

: I5 that
We're . important, or
looking For this are you just
person. curipus®

Enemy, if
anything. And
dangerous. But

alsp important. HAM.

Can't say I've
seen him.

Her,
actually.

And I was
hoping to aveid

Might be. T N theM ..

80 you think
it'll go better iP
we tiry to keep up |
the act, or if we
just admit we're
apills?

wanbted real bad to
Fix. that, iP she was
the kind that'd need
ko, she'd have to go
over to the
Wide-Eves.

Won't matter.
Thew're not: like they
were in your time.

They don't give vs
any help anymore.
Pon't come out at all

They re the only ones anymore, not even to

oUt here who can do it. They've ' s
got all the real medicine. Rest of necrois uarig%:ﬁg ?F fﬁ-gtpn
US ¢an barely get our hands on a them You're joining up.
stethoscope and a bottle of And they'll likely take a

codeine. While to believe Wou.

IP she went into
Sleep, she could get a lot
more than ten more years,
and without risking her liPe
every day.

I just think ib's a
shame, is all.

Bot what iP that's
not what she wants?
What iP she's happier

being out here?

I'm having a hard
Miz Annie's not: as old as I thought she time beifwiﬁa anybody

was ... I guess she looked older to me When fould everbe hapow
I was a kid ... but she's not young, and it's oub here. i
nhasty out here. I Pigure she's got another

ten wears. IF she doesn't get killed.

I guess this is it.
That's their sign.

That is 3
big door.

Oyo!
You got a
problem?

You didn't tell
me itwas a
Portress.

It wasn't once.
They vsed to just be
these nuts preaching

on street corners.

See iP there's We want in/
d piece of rebar or We heard you were stule.
something in that rubble. We're hooking up.
We're gonna need to =
knock pretby loud.



The beds aren't big,
but You ¢an have Pun in
them if wou're careful

All yours, Daisy.
... Make sure they get washed.

A

/" 1 orgot: to tell you
something important
. before. I'm sorry.

L

7 We do insist on
your stawing inside
the compound.

You can leave if you
like, of course, bub
Lnless it's very special
circumstances, we won't
let: you back in.

This isn't just
Rewcomers; it's the
rule Por all of vs.

@Guess that's
why we han't
seen any of wou
out in the sides
no more?

\ joining a choir.

Brin, that's rude ...
Oyo, selah, my name's Daisy.
Welcome. Don't mind Brin.

You do want a
shower, though, and
some clothes, I'll set
WoU SoMe Pooms. Are

Wou a couple®

Oh! Good Por you.

We don't have any double
rooms right now, we're low
on space. But we'll put you

in the list Por when we
get more,

I ¢can get you
two next to each
other, though.
Follow me.

I Peel like I'm \
e e R R Sy, ==, o v

W Areally grim one.
SN They don't seem to care
about decor. And I hope
. they don't all have
% rooms this tiny.

¥ 1 guess you could
have sex in that bed,
iF you were both
acrobats.

sorry I said
we were a couple, by
the way. I was hoping
they'd give vs a shared
room. Easier to
coordinate.

I Pigured it out. I
was worried they'd
make us shower and
change somewhere less
private, where they'd
see bhe waste vnits.

Yeah. S0 Par so
good. But I Peel real
jumpy about this.

That's right.. We
gave up on that
Years back.

They're Prom Sleep, and
thew're spies! IF they're here,
it's to make trovble!

e

about ib ...

Oh, much
better!

I like bo
make sure Wou
know. A lot of wou
reclaimers Ghink
we're prodes or
worse,

I'll get wou
SOMe Mobes and
Yol get ¢cleaned and
dressed. I'll come back
in @ halP hour, show
Wou some things,
get Pood.

It's always

good to have clean |
clothes.

I know it takes a
while to get vsed to
everyohe wearing the same
thing, but it's practical. We
couldn't keep everybody
clothed otherwise.

Follow me. We'll get:
some Pood Pirst. I'm
50re You're hungry.

It sounds harsh,
but: ... we just don't
think you have anwthing
to ofPer.

sleep has
turned their backs on
the world, and reclaimenrs
certainly aren't geing to
rebuild. No oPPense. Some oub
there are trying, but they
don't have numbers or
resources.

IF there is ever
to be another
Chicago -- we don't
refer to "Area 4 Sleep
Complex" in here -- it
will have to be s £
Who make it.

Huh. But you
don't want to pull
in more Folks From

the sides?

Yes, but we've

decided it's better to let Wt

oL come to Us ... means
Wwe DI"I[EI QEE the ones Who
really want --




Put these on
and Pollow me.

And don't
spedk.

I guess some
people do get real
MOOMS ...

I'll Find
somebhing bo eat.
Y'all are surely
hungry.

... It looks like
Wou're doing well Por
WourselP. This is a
hice place.

e
These apartments
are reclaim. Old as hell. Built
just bePore Sleep messed
everything up and never vsed. We
Pound them like this and all we did
was dust bhem oFP.
Everything worked.

We'd like to give
everybody a good place. We
know the starter rooms are

hasty. Bub it's not all lucky Pinds
like this, and building out

takes a lot. everybody wears the same

thing. But turns out I get
good with plants.

gpeak of Which, you watch ovt
Por my Pern testis over there and

don't knock over my light! Been
working on those Por two weeks.,

I do all right. Nobody
heeds 3 tailor here, not when

L |

Now, I don't know
what Pool idea
brought Wou here, but
I'm damned if I'll let
Wou sit in that jail.

But you can't
stay. They think wou're
spies, and I imagine
thew're right. I sure don't
believe you'd ever come
over Por real.

damned
dlong

Was running the botany labs.

Next thing I khew, I
f

Guess they couldn't Find
anybody else.

HENTHN e
ELLR

7 ...Lewna,
Lhis is Luisa
. Martinez.

My mother.

Hi, Nomma.

" MoMMma, bhe person
who called vs out ...

Her real name's
Nathaniel Barker. She's
dangerous. She's paranoid and
a megalomaniac. I know wou
don't care, but she's almost
brought down Sleep twice.

Nat spruoill.
Still a starter,
but been here a

While now.

Ham. Bnew
there was a
reason I didn't
take to her.

fa

-

... Well,
that's a better
anawer than I
expected.




[ don't want to ; , _ I'll keep My eWe on her.
take down Sleep. I don't But there 5: Many h-rE["'E who don't : - Not wour ﬂﬂﬂﬂeﬁﬁr though.
care Por it, no, but I don't think ; agree. They think they've got some kind They wouldn't believe you iP
that's a vsePul bhing to do. I of Mission bo destroy Sleep, and they © Wow bold them.
want to make a good place out - won't setitle Por anything eise. : =

here, For the people out here,
and Sleep can do what it

Ok, but
pleases.

we've got to
talk to her.
That's why
we're here.

Soon as that Nat
got here, she started
P kissing up to the Polks at the
B top of that group. I don't
know what she's been
telling them.

And now wou say
she's @ Barker ...!

You just told
Mme she was

dangerous, She is. She's

also important .

Look, if we talk to her,
there's a chance we might
get her to go back bo Sleep.
Then she won't be your
problem anymore.,

We don't. want her in Sleep
any more than you want her here
-- believe me -- bub we may nob

have a choice.

A FAST MEAL AND A PLAN LATEE ---

That's hers., o Momma ...
Now, you remember . :

the way out I

showed WOu?

It's all right, honey.
I'm just glad to see You're
alive. Poing pretty good,
boo, Seems like.

I'm sorry it's
been so long. 1
didn't know where to
send Yol messages,
IF wou get her and I was scared to
to go, put that come out Por a long
spare hood on her. time. I was worried
Hardly anubody will they wouldn't let

mess with you in me back in
one of those.

again.

Don't take too long,
either way. You two need
to be out of here before
they Pigure out you're
hot in that cell.

They wouldn't
like it if I sent Wou
Messages, and I don't
guess we can see each
otiher again ... but you
know I'm always
thinking of wou.
i

Ovo, Nathaniel.

'l__]__ iy

You came just
ot to Galk to --

I don't believe it.
Must be something
really dramatic.

: That's

W Make a big noise 'l hilarious.

il and I swear I will I EB What, did the

& break your jaw. | phones break some '

Wway My stupid sister

. can't Fix?

i just wanted to talk to you, S Do Ah ... Somebhing
and Wou got vs in a shitlead i, W G kind of like that.

of trouble. -'

I'm done with sleep. You got wour
wish. There is not a thing on earth that
would get me back in there. Nothing.

And I don't think you
can drag me back there without -
someone noticing, so iP I were you, I'd
concentrate on getting out of here
Wwhile Wou --

e T

Well, it was
worth a try.




THEY BRETUEN TL THE SLEEP FACILITY WITHOUT INCIDENT . .

I guesswe %
shovld put these

things in the

leavings ...

4orry we disturbed
Wou ... we just weren't
sure how long it would take
ko gv.gt You, and we
igured --
Put them in ¢ qupe
your locker. With
our luck, we'll need
to infiltrate the
Wide-Eyes again
sometime.

No, no, that's Fine ...
I'm glad to see you
back in one piece ... it's
just that ...

Urgh. But you're
probably right.

Po you think
we should go Pind
serene right
away?

I'm glad you said
that, becavse [ wasn't
spre iP I was being
ridiculous.

I just hope we
don't wake her vp.

No, don't. It's past
bime Leyna met Wou. Come
in and sit: down.

actvally |8
S0MEoNe -~

Leyna, this
i Corazon. Ruby
diready met: her a
while back at an

event,.* I don't

mind iP she hears
Wour report. she is
completely
trostworthy.

# TN S8 §i1y. BUBY DOES NOT ENOW THAT "2OBAZONT IS LUSILS BABKER.
FOR MORE ON HOW THAT CAME ABOUT, SEE 5SS #12. -T

eUBY AND LEYNA BEING SERENE UP T2 DATE.

Haw. Well, T admit I'm
= a litkle relieved. But I think
this means we do have to try to
send to one of the obher
complexes Por help. I'll start

You're going to
Low's, right ¥ Mind if I
come With you? I
won't stay long.

sure. I don't think
Lov'll be asleep, they

stay up late ... is

something wrong?

I don't think so ...

I had a message
waiting Prom them
when I came back into
Sleep. Didn't have
much inPormation. I
wanted to see
what was up.

realize it's kind of
retrograde; you don't vsoally
appear in scenarios yourself

these days ... 4

I, ah, didn't
see anything.

I'll just go hide in
the bedroom now.

On the
"/ other hand,
business is
lousy Por
everybody who's |
doing live
8 scenarios right
nOW ... 50 hard
to broker

S0 Were Wou
going tio tell me
that my mother

had a hot new
girlPriend?

7 lLet's say I Pelt
{ it needed more
explanation than I
could put in @
L Message.

looking ab that.

Meanwhile, you two
should regroup. This problem
isn't getiting better, but it also
isn't getting worse, Take a couple
of days to deal with everything
gfse in your lives. And maybe
get some rest?

' ™"

I was!

My Pirst thought
when I met her was,
"Oh, I have got to
talk to Leyna
about this."

But right away I
had to do Pauline's
scenario, and then the
discontinvity happened
doring that, and ... things
just kept coming and
coming, Y'know?

The client has
requested Wou
specifically. ven
though I told him that
you don't really do
that anymore.

Serene's got a point.
We need to just sib
around. Have a movie
night: or something.

Not as bad as
the theatrical
Polks, of course,
but even so ...

iFfIIIII

I'd been

Diabolique is closed

Yeah. I saw
April the other
day. The Cirque

until Further
notice.

wondering if this was
what was Finally going
to get me to give in to
Trish and work on a
passive with her.

Lou, did wou
Make your

Message vague so
Wou could pitch me
in person?

Huh. That's a
little worrying,
honestly.

I met with him,
and I don't Ghink he's
dangerous or tioxic. I think
he's just a Pan of yours with

very clear needs. A little
over-enthusiastic, bub
that's not Patal.

Well, if you've
dlready taken this

Par enough to meet with\" LS
him, I can at least do =
that. I'll see aPterI A
£y balk to him. 4
5 !; “!;i'nx
e : : Gotita sau, it Might g
g take a bigPee to geb

me to actually do it,

though.



MEANWHILE, IN THE "souk" ...
: = You shoulda
— paid up.

i

oy

There's no business!
Nobody's buwing right

A 20 : "rE
nOW. You know that. Don't give @

shit:. You got obher
ways to make
Go do il s
twin jobs with
Your sister. Two I won't bust
pretty bhings like g wour Pace, so You
Wou, get lobs of stay pretty --
customenrs,

Fl R
20 OFF!
|"-'| .-.nl"rll"'
et oFF!

You crazy
women don't: run
bhe Souk!
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So did I miss .

',___.-" - ﬂ.”‘t-‘“p Wau U.p PadEd our o ¥
_ anything? ‘ ~~ Not much. ce You upg J

7/ TWo More escort S @/ visors, we thought we'd see iP 1:"-4 4 L -: o k i —Well, it's going to need to be ~~_
. [ teams started we could use the ID tool to Pigure | - : 7 % bie /7 happening oPten now. I'm kind of N\
o = 'l."\ ﬂ.peratlng Thpg"rle II\_ Utl "l“i'h"' S0Me 'S'P flh":' l‘JFﬂL“’-'r Ty Far Y > ol i

_ , _ o /' gebting bo bhink the grays are an even
~ rtr.:-t bad. SO . Wandering ar*aund*.'.rere- { F i tugger problem than the patrol. At least J
S PRA | L _ =l ¢ N 'Y | " N\_ With the patrol you just r.’lEtu
” ';""‘ f'% F Jaiy .

1 p 4 | A g7 o “._ interrupted right away .
- " r At . . —
/7 We Pound an \f - ; W, 1/ — s r’
( interesting one on a / P A g i 4 == \
b

. T o \
W ack street in Shibuya. I > .

e GFFHdEH Barker. : 5 4 Wi 4 ome )
_ "’h Well, that. P i, _ o W {  the patrol can just Y
answers a B et 3 | S

=3 —

Hey, then how r:ame "‘xﬁ
| o e Ve T | interrupt anybody they
s question. s - — \ want? Why can't we vse /

| M. What they use? /
7~ Did you do |

| anuthing with
"'*-.\_ him#

i Habhmg we covld dr:: s . e
(15 there some Way we can 13 ==

o

| .".I o 3 |": 2 "‘-.‘_
4 . Make 4uMEf:-hmg that | o ’ Because we “

e~ « inberrupts them? ./ ™ [ don't have a clue how )
Iﬁl I ‘..-"-1._ = z : - il g

| ! ) - ;
b

S bhe Y do thaﬁ i

L _‘__‘-

f’.f 7""" Art we've really
’ learned about them is N
that they're using the f i
phone netbwork. 1t' 4

:\ Pruntratmg

—_
|

s s JI:"‘"' LA [ t | I.*&A
I wrah To do an interrupt : _ %/ .

Wou eibher need advance . . | O -
‘ﬁ‘i permission Prom the sleeper or an < e} }*‘* i o
B intervention Prom the Barker who 5 W P g/~ 1don't think the ™
=Y controls bhat bed. i * - ' / grays are goingtobe a \
o - -~ | problem Por too long. I have
et \ Y - a Peeling that ends as 5aﬂn)
. It was never intended to be | . . L [\ as Ruby has a chance to /
= something that happened oPten. 4 : . ) brack down Poreen. ¢
o ©F
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- o e o | =
- = e You will be
& - B change wour value. there 2 2
Vo not struggle. _ :

Wou have been given
an experimental
purpose.

. will not be pain.
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You may be
curiovs about your
consort. it has been

restrained and will view
your alberation.

The
males of
Wour species
are easily
controlled. a
\ . neural sheath over
_ i a the MEEA2— and
The 2 ‘) a check collar
workbed will

iy sUPPices. generally
restrain it now. you r the collar is
may remove the casing | ;

and the sonic | . 3 4 superfluous, in
[ S " i
barrier. '

ML/
FE=APR=IFWE

=2 —~darF

... well,
that is of no 5
- consequence, [
| understanding what I |
& Say cannot change )
its '5[uUﬂtlfl.-|"|
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1
- i 4#,' -
= . - ___:_ ?;;3- They did somebhing to
N QS e me, stella ... my head Peels
g - ¥ : Punny, my hands and Peet:
5 4 R , BE _ aren't working right ... and
g .- A— | there's some weird Ghing on
: | ij MY ... dick ...
V 4 u !
Of course.
| am functioning
o perfectly.
i — ¥d g = RN PRI oy look very exciting
. o LS DO R VU RN crawling on the floor. It
== ——:Y : & _ LI i makies me want to be
ol AN A - >\ T SV 8 sounted by you like an
' — ! Would you like to

do that now’®

.




_ - B e e ALY | feel s0 ready for yo e = !“"_,;"’/’F
Perhays the bed would be | ‘mifTg A s ”‘*_}“’i "'i“‘ Y JOr Yo ... My [ B o
better. You will have B =2 - entire body is aroused ... |

difficulty standing in those
boots. Let me help you.
: -

Look, we match. Come
over here and put that  §
§ beautiful shining ceza==§
Ll into my PPN,

LAt Y
,|_..;'_1|.-i..-1*r’. '
LAY

rErry

A

Y atella, no
... bhis isn't

... | believe |

understand the

problem.One
moment.

Iy
il Ll
Pl Ll d
el dddd

b d

»

ol
w F ’-

e

There, that's better.

I'm still stella. See? Ib's
me! They've just ...
improved me. That's all.

This body Peels sogood ... I g
can't even tell wou ... I'm 50
many new things I can
do ... And I ¢an do them
Por a long, long Gime.

Jfou are a robob.
Nothing more than a
machine.
You cannot Ghink or make
decisions on Wour own.
| You can only Pollow
IFI| T."' A0 o - ) e’ . o o -
'\ﬁit-grn;}%f; _fgrfﬂ' v d , instructions.
pavse if You're Uy You Must do what your
uncomPortable. o owner Gells you.
: You are a robot.

[l am & robot]
[I am a robot]
[l am -- ooh! -- & robot]

[l am a]
[-- aaah! --]
[l am - am -- | am --]

[oooooooooooooo!]

[l am a robot]
[l do only what | am toid]
[l am & robot]

b
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... And T thought,
"Hey, he's obviovsly having
trouble getting into it, mawbe
he's just t-r*uing to talk
himself vp" ...

Nope. He was
actually trying to
control my mind. It was
like he changed to a
diPPerent person all of / o

-

e N
7 He wasn't very N
good at it ...
recovered as soon asl @
came ... but it Preaked me
out enough that I struck
the seb around him and left,
which I don't vsvally do,
becavse I think it's
polite tio wake vp next
to bhem, ¥'know?

The thing is, I'm a
pretty good judge. This
guy already set ofF an alarm
because he asked Por this
scenario. I mean, I Pilled in the
gaps, but the main idea was what
he wanted. I'd have been willing to
swear the wildest the dude ever
got was maybe having ten
minutes of bad sex with a
total stranger. He was
completely bro. No
imagination.

B o, wovre
B Samvel and Eer'ene‘a\q\. } ;
;' child! Good to Pinally meet: f 'y
you. I'm Pond of both of them. &
Was, of course, in samuel’s
 ¢ase. Tell Serene she should,

come say hello 4
sometime. /ﬁ / |
> .
" And Ruby Martinez.
Did wou encounter your &
mother while you were 1
Awake? ghe's a very
Eﬁtereabfhg person, You
know. Almost as &
_interesting as ua“-"

i)

[ see you've both got »,
those pistols Wou i
constructed to deal with the |
viral maniPestations. Yery
clever of you. I've examined ;

the schematics.

a Nathaniel, but ...

"

e = | 3
: , N A . but the Plaws —Li

complexes may not have had a Monica or /5 to exploit them. Yes. P,

-
The breakthrough that made _

the telephones possible happened

Rhea and Jeremy in AZ, some seventy years after A4

Barker were the two was Pounded. Your mother was a
pushing hardest to buy and child then, Leyna.

implement the phone tech in

A4, but when Rhea died,
Jeremy lost inberest in
. pursving the project.

Judith (Rhea's dauvghter,
not Josiah's wife) Pollowed her
mother's interest and got the
Pamily to actually make the purchase,
but her death under mysterious
circumstances once again delaved it.
Nathaniel, Judith's child, actually got the
thing working. Leah and Bhea, the twins,
were very technically sophisticated,
and Leah encouraged Nathaniel and
Monica to become so aPter
Judith's death.

"Mysteriovs
circumstances?”
It's a long and
bnrelated story. Some |
other day. The important
thing to note now is that
Nathaniel is special. Judith
couldn't have implemented the
system herself, nor Monica.
Monica can maintain it, but
no more than that.

asudden. A58 T [ specifically, didr's T hear Lou
[

M . = - -
-l .t B B 53V Ghat?

14
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#
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-

~ Watch out e
around this corner. _ TP
They ambush here Sp do You think Ehis =

sometimes. Might have been a
W8, deliberate trap? /
“E?n-"‘”’ Now, see, i
: I'dsaid that,
- Wou'd call me
paranoid.

He asked Por wou

th the obher things
b 1oU've 5aid, that makes it Peel

- J 508picious o me.
Huh. Well, I'm glad &

Wou agree.

- I'll worry about it :
later. Tell me about what
we're doing. We're going to
see d daba archivisb? _

DePinite article.
The Pata Archivist.
Lucivs passed the suggestion to
Serene. Said we may get
something vsePul.

He also passed on a

couple of warnings. First ofF, ; ;
he's bhe only data archivist Ad's = I0P(; LGIDe! S N e CRUL L
ever had, and he's of Josiah's ... Uh ... @ little unnerving. That was

generation, 50 that makes him the word, "unnerving."

AL DIREA, EVaNT ¥ o I asked what Lucios meant, and

Serene said he didn't say.

Oh, don't worry. I know
many things ... aPter all, I have
access to 50 much inPormation.

But I'm very strict about
A conPidentiality. Your secrets
™ are saPe with me.

Call me Noah. Won't Wou
sit down? Mind the cables.
And ignore the screens, I've

been doing some research on
anatomy.

Meanwhile, A3
and A5 have gone
without a telephone

system Por some Years AZ developed a system
now; they believe it's they claim is immune to this
safer. sort of abuse. A1 must have

agreed; they bought the
technology. Paid a Portune.

We could
do that, i we were
willing to pay. However, I T
suspect our local 7
Barkers may not be. s

And Nathaniel
won't help. 8o
= buwing this system
S our only obher

' No. There's @
possibility wou haven't
considered.

Nathaniel
Barker is not the only
telephony genivs in

T IP you give the
matter some thought,
Wou'll realize why that

has to be the case. o
You can't just
tell vs who this I'm aPraid not.

genivs is?

|
-

e ey | ConPidentiality.




It might not =
work out. I just have a
Peeling I know what the
archivist was getting at. I'm
hob sure about it yet. Bub I
want to see what Azu
knows.

che should be setting vp
Por the night right about
how. I just hope We can get |
someone bo leb Us in. 4

i Haw what 1'd reaily like is
S to have ﬂamethmg like the bees
{ Use, Just shake 'em apart. We
could wire up the whole clob with
it.. You don't have anything like
that, do Wou?

You must be kidding.
I've told wou bePore -- I'm
really just a body modder
who 2an do an pccasional

dlgorithmic add-on. Those bee
spibs are very advanced
stLUPP. Way beyond me.

Whoever did those
wasn't just a very good
algorithmist but alse a hell
of a network expert. I'd
love to meet them.

Dina has gone
to sleep Por the
hight:. She has an

early bedtime.

EUBY AND LEYNA HEAD T&
"XENOMORPH." BY NIGHT,
ZU BUNS THE cLUB FOR
A CLIENTELE WITH BODY
MEDS, LIKE TENTACLES
Ok HOENS. BY DAY, SHE
OFERATES MOEFHIC LABS
ARDUND THE cORBNEER,
&EiVING THEM THE
TENTACLES OR HORNS.#

Ah ... no. We
were wondering if
maube you did.

Network
expert? Why do
Wou say that?

Those s0its are
a network! The bees
all talk to each other,
hear each other.
That's a real tirick in
Sleep ...

I don't know you,
and I don't appreciate
strangers bursting into
this hovse ...

INTE THE CONVERSATIEON, DINA BEVEALS A SUEFEISE

" B

L

> You N

dﬁsigned the }

b

. bee spits? A

e "'ﬂ-"""-d-

v I.l.||'|ll_'ll|lll:_-'j _I:I

ff"' Have

|

L

;.--"'

7 Uh-hok!

ou seen
them? Aren't they ¥
neat? Biggest job |

\ I've had in a real

: long time.

I didn't do them
all by muselP. There
were some parts I didn't
krow how to do.
Communications stufF, The
lady who hired me had
E-ﬂMEb-:IdEI," glse Por that
part. We sent each

T other Piles.

-

Well, gettfﬂ
Ix as a temp
waitress works @

For now, but she's

not Trini, and she
can't tend bar. I
don't mind
working ev-ﬂr-g
hight but ... &

I khow, it's not
great. We need at
least one more
bartender and
probably two more

waitresses. I'm
trying. Meanwhile,
Trini saws three
weeks at least.

You've got
company.

That's it!
That's what his
hint was. That's

what was itkching
at the back of

MY head.

There's no
way the bees
covld be doing what
they're doing
without @ nebwork
genivs,

7 Hew! How's

saving the

-

world going?

About as well
as you'd expect.
How have you not
gone private? We
didn't expect to

just be able tio
walk in.

Thank Leyna.
Every night we
station a whole group
of people with her guns
all around the club. The
patrons mostly think it's
hilarious when the
Pirefights break out.
Even when they get
interrupted.

X T oy B
1 :é"li.. LT i
F e b

R W e
, ".‘ sp.* .'.I 'ﬁ;;*'ﬁlﬂh-ﬁ"’_

- 8 Wﬁ

I have an idea
Who we should go
ask next, too.

e

—-.-.-'-

e Pina ... we talked
bePore about building thmqaﬁf
without canﬁrderrng bhe |
fﬂﬁﬁequencﬁa*

-~ Sigh -- \
We need to talk with the &
hetworks pro. The person
who worked with You. We
think we may need their
_help to deal with the
b anﬂmaig patrar

T

--.._‘____,_.--""' |I'

It's OK. I
know them,
they're nice.

DINA MEEEIWETHEE, ACE
ALGORITHMIST, WHE JUST
HAPPENS T& PEREFEE NOT TS
BE A GROWN-UF [F SHE AN
AV2ID IT. USUALLY SHE CAN-

—

e

But I aia/ ‘\

You ¢an't do anybhing bad with
bheae, You can't contirol anybody's mind
.. Ghe fmm people who could even maube
be aPfected are the ones wearing
~ bhem, and they all volunteer Por it/
.. thel Y like it! i
il

i

N
,”

y OhbhiR N\ =
</ The patrolis
networked, aren't

l thew? Are they using

| the phones®

‘w. Wow! I should have
— v thought of that! £

7 . Id:m t know the Q
/ person, though. Their
[ name is snub. I never
actually met them. IP You
warlt to Pind them, you'll
\_heed to go to the pfa“#
. With the bees.

e
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THE'PLACE WITH THE BEES.

Are you here to learn
more about our
services? Are you
interested in joining?

Why am I worried
this is a Poolish
thing to do?

.. Becauvse it

‘probably is. You're not;

WEEFEHQ da

Ch, no! You have te:r '
have a ot more
training bePore Wou're
ready to vse ohe of |
those. I'll get there J
one of these days. £ &

Should we,
Lh, take some
precavtions,

then?

Idid. I left
Messages with
both 4erene and

Naomi that they
shovld Preak out if
we didn't report
back by
LOMOPTOW.

Weird hum

in here ... My name's June.

Would Wou like me to
give you a tour?

We just go
onin?

That's probably
whatever they vse Lo keep
out patrollers, Naomi says

they come apart as soon
as they enter,

Yep. They want
visitors.

You see the two people
in here are sitbing across the
room Prom one another, and each is

This is one of
what we call the

This i3 one of our
rooms For individual
meditation.

The people you see in
here are staring at those

AR FE P

—#’

L8

»
P & L i =

Now, this
dome is one of

éeveral difPerent kinds r/r' : :
m told it can be
OF PoOMS We use o overwhelming at Pirst

bee;;:h Ef‘ggi'f wa 60 I becavse there's just 50
an iarg =E Much signal -- like
gedr. everybody talking at
the same time.

Pocus balls to induce a state of
mental debachment. Being able to
reach that state on demand is a
prerequisite Por the next
stages of training. It's alse
very relaxing.

Would wou like to try it%

And then, if a buzz
ePPect is on, that can
also prevent You Prom

 being able to sort out

anything else.

#"ﬁe ¢an make a buzz
ePPect in this room to ™
practice with. The room is
acoustically balanced. Go stand
in the middle and make some
sounds and you'll see what
I mean.

I think bhe Ploor just |
did something

diPPerent.

s Pretty sure.
I'M not sure
what changed,
but; ...

< June, I'll

You sure? It
[ooks bhe same

. pyramid rooms.

, | N Oon X
bake over With I/ s Thorpe.

Uh ... OK.

in one of those pyramids. That's a
Pocuser. They're attempting to
send telepathic signals to
each other,

Hmph. Has that
ever actually
worked?

Well, it hasn't worked Por
Me Yet. But it pas to have
worked Por a lot of people,
becavse you need to get
progress here to Move on ko
preparing to be a bee

Over a
hundred, [ast I
heard. And more

everg dau!

have a lot of ¥
I:reeﬁ'

Pon't: worry,
Wou're not doing
anything wrong. [
know these two,
thew're old Priends. I
thought I'd give
them a personal
tour.

Go ahead
back to Ghe
Pront desk.

Whoa. Ok, that's
\ definitely diPPerent.

June? Are you giving vs
\_ @ demo or something?

s
.

y

Ll




Buby!
It's been a while,
hash't it?
' \ : i : T, THE LAST TIME ELUBY
et ) - ey SAW PENNY, SHE
L | £ ‘77 3 WAS BECRUITING FOR
: ] 7 THE EUPHORIC CULT
| * | \ [ /| ATy = A y 1 (WHICH TUBNED oUT
. TR Rl =50 A T F 4 TO BE LED BY
7~ You might not even PR R o =T =l Py, 0 ,_ i NATHANIEL BARKER)
[ recognize me. I'm not VA ot )i % .. I B RUE D,
\ oPPended. For one thing, I s e I O oy i :
changed my hair. =~/ - /! B ' 7o AR AFTEE THE
p _ EUPHORICS WERE
& | BROKEN UP, AS FAR
' |As BUBY AND LEYNA
| |WERE CONCERNED,
| PENNY WAS
~ T "WHEREABOUTS
i UNENOWN.

o |\You, Howevee,
_|\DEAR BEADER, SAW
- |PENNY cONSPIRING
“|AT HIVE BUSINESS IN
- |ISSUE #17 ...
- _|THouGH, AS SHE
““1savs, vou caN'T
“ \REALLY BE BLAMED
“|IF You DIDN'T
RECLENIZE HER.

{ Penny, what are you
doing? Let us out!

---l——'.l._

-ll-'|||.' e __-I:'HIIIII". .

You like to ruin obher people's Pun. I
l[earned that about Wou.

—

= Ruin what?

[ What's going on in
\_ thisplace?

EUBY AND LEYNA AFFEAR T& HAVE GOTTEN A BAD BUZZ. THEY'EE GOING T& HAVE BEALLY NASTY HANGEOVERS TOMOEROW.
IF THEY MAKE IT T TOMORROW --. WHAT IS PENNY UP TOF WHAT WILL SHE D& TE THEMT FIND OUT IN THE NEXT ISSUE!



