THE PEESONAL SPACE &F FAULINE BAEBKEE- =

I guess :_aju ' |
eould say 1 | : .
o inherited this space. |
}’a;:[gzg Ehrgﬁ fiﬂgger This is how MY Mothers | L

had it when I was growing|
Lp. Ruth and Rachel '
liked to have W
parties. oo 1pis is what was
"home" to me, S0 when '\
Rachel died and Buth
moved to her Parm, I kept
it. I Pigured I might:
throw a Pew parties
Mmyself,

Not really.

Turns out I'm
not that social and I
hate to cook.

f
“ [ can make Us some
cofPee, though,

Anyway, I
thought ou might not
want to have a private Probably wouldn't
meeting in the have mattered. It's been
boardroom. deserted. Josiah is the cne
who getis everyone tio show
vp there, and he ...

.. well, I don't
know what he's been like For
Wou, but Por me it was getting
hard bo get any business out of
him even before the phones and
the patrollers knocked
everything sidewaus.

I'm starting bo

wonder iP he's

thinking about
retiring.

'E' E. =) : = o - _-""-1__‘
whaﬁqﬂutﬂaw ' Which we need to ¢ - Y Bub which may also ™\
ablﬂub tlhig IIF'HIH'E" p”{ thE PHE'HE'E aﬁﬂ' 1 wlll NI.EEH E‘h':.]tltlrﬂg dﬂWﬂ tlh'g I"l____
place. . shut down the patrol 8\ bees ... P they take that ———
: , : .. I see. h person away ...

" Oh, now that's

L that business? Ib's a public /
( to a common space, data \ //
\ rents, so on. Josiah's the |/
I'd suspected it: bePore and I'm
surprising, I sUppose. § . started to.

N S Onk i :
interesting. Who Oh. Got it. -
. business, right? 4 _—
Heh. I think we've been | i —
sDckered, a liktle. _ /i
' - rentholder.
E | pretty sure now: Your pecple and !
Mmine were already comparing

Thew'd have been chasing
some of the same

; o | " o ﬂﬂ - .. .."-,I
*x‘_t.rpped Wou oPP? Who controls the access to
__;-"; “Yes, public, connected ™,
0
re
= Not too Q. hotes long before we
bhings ...

e

_--_'-h_"-'-“"—l-'..

“Hive" ... I can't
exactly tell what it is. A e __,___————-_5__%{"'
meditation place? Get in touch - ol .
With your inner self, or -‘-‘-ﬁ'-.«._ " 1don't think he knows or
something like that. = /' cares, honestly, but it does mean
{ that iP we wanted to do a Porcible
closure, we'd have a hell of a time.
" \ Jﬂrf:ah Eﬁtes dg—:‘n g tha&re:.:jen Mr.;r'e
people Were going in to 4 fpparently | URENELE €= te b Lok R o Tk
investigate and tEab Pl . Ham}agﬁ.f “}ﬁi@ﬁi.,,epe those bee creatures N N\ something ironclad.
l:ﬁdnrtl heaf‘ Pr"-ﬂ.’.ﬁ. tlhE.l"l'l- I:'EJ tlhg tlhatl 1‘l.r|:;.rrr||'ga ahl:.utl EEHGEF coMme pf"l:'M “”E"ﬂ"g" Eﬂ-d -""'--._____
Eﬂd 'ﬂp EHE ﬂ'EH b-ﬂ'dal_r,"l, 'whatl IS'H parth 1H'E'PE tEEE']I EHEHIFE E:‘:Flﬂ[tiﬂg t‘hg Fh-ﬂ'HE -h____—_:f__
somebhing went very gr::irng in Por? network boo. But that also /” Anyway, they've got most
wrong and I should ' means that someone in that /" of 3 dau lePt bePore we're
inbervene. -oper'atia;n is a very, very L supposed to panic, 5o I'm nob
JO0d K \_ thinking about that yet.

S,

I got @ message my

"I just hope they're all right."




Give it 8
Moment, your
head will clear.

I'msorry. I
don't know whi
she did this.

You don't want
to maniPest some
clothes?

It'll be a lot
edasier to beat the

Shib oU

& of pou iP

I'm naked.

Unless you

Let me get the
obher hood and those
bags off, and then I'll

have a really,
redily good
explanation.

get You ouvt of here.

Keep going. N :\T|{u
l‘ -~ igh -- :
! On how to handle
you. And that
wasn't it.

Well, Por
starters, who the
hell are you? What

are Wou doing here?
What's your
connection to this
cult?

Lo explain
anything I ¢an, but
honestly, I don't
know what it is you

imagine I've MeZ Me in

particular?
And don't give
Mme the "nathiﬁg
s0apicious here”
business. IF nothing's
going on, why did Penny
lock Us up and put our

I'd like to know that
too! We have nothing to
hide. This is not a cult. It's
a group of people trying to
learn how to become a
collective consciousness,
I've been pursuing this

w - project For years.

I thought Penny
was a truostworthy
person to manage this
Pacility. Until now, she
has been. We had

brains on buzz
loopZ

You in particular.
Penny's been tracking you
For a while. She said you'd

charge in when we were at a
delicate point and inberrupt
vs without waiting Por an
explanation.

The Pocus crystal was
MY idea. I needed to get You
out of the way Por a Pew
weeks, but I wanted to do it in
some way that was benePicial
to You. To show my inbent

But now we're ready!
wasn't hostile.

I knew you'd come in, and
the plan was to show Wou
everything so wou'd know there
was nothing going on here that
heeded intervention. Not
lock you up!

I'd love tio get: you
into the program. I
think wou'd be able to do
amazing things with the

: abilities ...

agreed on--

You mean
bhe Pake
abilities?

Lady, Wou are
either very duomb or
You're blinded by your
OWH optiMisM.

I have a
Priend out there in
one of wour bee
costumes Who thinks
you've Pigured out
telepathy.

Penny was the
recruiter Por the
Euphorics. She was in it
up to her eyeballs. And
she resents us Por
spoiling her Pun.

Sponer or
[ater I'm going to
have to tell her that
You haven't, and I'm
not going to enjoy
All you've done that.
is set up a private
phone system.
Everyboay talking and
lisbening at once, on
the same channel.

It produces the
same results! And it's
as close as we're

likely to get ...

Also, I just bhink group
Minds are a bad idea. The
[ast time I ran into one, it

didn't go s0 well. 4
] a bright new Puture where we
= have a shared consciovsness

You think she's looking at
Wour bees and thinking, "Coh,

The Euphorics, Wes. Bub
we're not anubhing like
that. Among other things,
there's no --

and everybhing is sUnshine

il
Penny told you about and roses?

the Euphorics? And you
still decided to work
with her?

It's not what you wanted,
Jeanne. What you want and what I
want aren't the same.

It really pisses me ofP
When she's right.

1““"‘1.
I've been waiting For ™~
the right time to tell You,

but Ghese two have
changed the 5

Penny, what are
Wou doingZ This isn't the
waw! This is not what
we wanted!




INTERLUDE.

.

JOSIAH BARBKER 1S
HAVING A DREAM .-
O A NIEHTMARE.
HE DOES THAT A
LOT THESE DAYS,
AND IT'S OFTEN
HARD T TELL
WHICH IT I5.

THE WEEST ONES
AEBE THE ONES THAT
HAVE HIS DEAD WIFE
IN THEM.

THESE ARE AL SO, LA 2T
IN A STRANGE way, eIt
THE BEST ONES. s

Judith!

\ . . ' Judith, please wait! )

I,

\ ' - \_
::;\___,.--"'_._-_"‘--.._ » o r i -

7 No,Tdon't . 4
/ want to dance. 1 A - Please!
have to Pind ’ : -
_ Judith!

THIS AL-L MIGHT MAKE A LITTLE MUEE SENSE IF YOU ENSW WHAT
HAFFENED T JO2SIAH IN #11, AND SAW THE NIGHTMARBE HE HAD IN #12.
-aa LB IT MIGHT NOT. =T

I'm tellin g

wou, I can't

dance right
now!

~ .,

( Leave me

. dlone! )
““""—n.._______,.-"'!l

B

L
S

,
LAY
L%
B, I
_— _‘_h_
e —

= g
-~ s

(" ...Imissyou soMuch ... )

- -

e S —
e —

-

“I've got to catch her ...
I've got to ...




No, no, noXf

I can't waste
Lime dancing!

This is important!
It might be my only
chance!

—_

Pon't you
understand#s
Pon't wou --




AND NOW BACK TS OUE PESEZEAM -

L 1arans 152

No, don't Pidget.
You don't want to roll
into that hole. It's 3

three-story drop.
I have an access
point no one knows about.
Comes in near here. Lucky I
I'll have these noticed you down there.
ropes off in just 8

second.

My boss didn't meet
Me as arranged and
she's in here somewhere.
That's enough to Mmake me
not want tio come in the
Pront way.

Makes sense,
Is your boss a tall
woman with very long
She was really black hair who
thorough, huh? dresses like a
Bagged and buzzed, Petish nun?
and the hood locked
on, andhung vpside
down in a place
Where no one ever
goes., Ha! Yeah, that's
her. Her name's
Jeanne. I'm snub. Any R
old enemy of Penny's &

What'd you do to is probably OK.

piss her oFfZ I want
bo bake notes.
Snub!

Uh ... she
hates us From
way back.

IP no one ever
goes here, how'd
Wou Pind us?

Uh ... we're
about to look Por
Jeanne, right7 And I
bet: wherever she is,
Penny is. [ think we
heed protection.

she'll just buzz
LS again and who
kHows what she'll
do to us Ghis
Bime.

You're the person we

came looking Por. Dina

told vs this is where
we'd Pind you.

I'm Ruby, and
this is Leyna.

Leyna?
Like Leyna Otis?
You're the one who came up
with the disroptor gun, right?
That: was a nice job!

LEYNA USES HER MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME T& AVEID BEVEALING SHE'S A BABKEE.

No problem.

You just need some
collars like mine. One
hundred percent
buzzprook. Give me
a minvte,

Snub ... the :
collars, the back doory
... you don't trust
Penny at all.

Which, I mean, good
plan ... iPf we'd known
Penny was in this we'd
have come in very
difPerently. But --

Jeanne won't listen.
I Pigured she wasn't
going to Pigure out what
Penny was until she got the

knife in her back. 5o I've
just been trying to get
ready Por that.

It's a good project.
Jeanne's a Eaud person. But
she kind oF gets cavght vp
in the idea, y'know?

I didn't realize you
were Pamous now!

Pon't give me grief.

It's nice to get
dppreciated Por once.
Especially since Penny

apparently doesn't think I'm
any threat. She ignored

Me completely.

Yeah, I noticed.
We may want to vse
that to our
advantage.

Anywau, I'm just
teasing. I think it's good
Wou get some appreciation

. too. You've been busting
Al this Wour ass.
buildout down
here. I didn't do
this. And Jeanne
hardly ever builds.
It's got to be
Penny.

Do you think it's

safe to splib vp?

There are a lot of
doors here.

As long as
Wou promise to
well iPf anubhing

I need to go see iP
she's Pucked With
anything in the network : happens.,
room. Try some doors, but
be careful. I don't know
what any of this is.




YoU kROW,
You're annouing
even wheh Wou're

babbling.

Now Ghat
I've got what I
need, I think I'll just
take wou all the way.
You'll be a lob more
tolerable when vou
can't talk.

Oh, hell.

NOW,

where's the
"oPP" button?

I can't Pigure
out Aow/1 don't
want to make it

worse --

g

No, don't

Zee if you can pull
her out of it. WithoUt e
getting Pried.

How do Wou
do that?

T'm going to rip
Wour arms off!

I wouldn't try if
I were you.

Poesn't look like
she messed with
anything --

Damnit, I

only looked

away Por a
second.

She overioaded it
on purpose.
Are you OK?

Are they OKZ

Noovo i bz bZZ

P A R
2L DZ aont DE

cant Bz you bz bzno bz

ZbzbZ i bZ

Hang on, let me
get her legs --




everyone be

Vox Vg Aok o

b corner ... £

'ﬁ] S [t's those bee |

things!  /

(1 =y BCBZRZEIPE
:"4' )

1
i

0

Aagn!
Get away!
Get a--

Relax. They
don't atback vs.
They only go afber
patrollers.

P, ™,

:—“:_j" /

2F

: ' |

r, _' l|:-_r-

-~ = Isaid
il = back ofP!

= ., _.-".'u"___a
2 7
=1

What did
Wou do o
her?

Get awa Y
Prom me!

That
shouldn't
have




I can't believe she
would do this ..
trusted her ...

But ... bhe
bees ... we
worked on this
For s0 long ...

Can't wou
just Pind a way
to lock Penny
out¥

I

U HERLES, BEING UNSUEE WHAT OTHERE HAZARDS

MIGHT LURBK INSIDE 'HIVE' AT THE MOMENT, HAVE

LEFT THE FACILITY AND AEE EEGEOUFING NEAEEBY .

Don't apologize. You
tried o warn me.

She's transmitbing ... she's
got to be sending to them.
Overriding the signals.

How did
she get the
access she'd
need?

I don't krow/I
went bo a lot of
trouble to keep her
out ... unless ...

Jeanne, did
Yoo give her the
codes?

I might have? While she was
doing ... that ... to me ...
I don't remember what I said ...

And then
what happens
when the next

Penny comes
along?

The system's
too vulnerable to
bad actors. You ¢an do
too MUCh damage with
it. I should have
realized this From
Nathaniel.

Ms. Leyna!
We've got trouble!

Hey, uh ... Ash, right?
What's wrong?

The guns work on them!
They get really confused
and can't do anything. That's
how we got away. But it
doesn't last very long.

/" Oh, that
Mmakes sense
.. signal
disruption,
\  night?

Shit.

Po we have anything
to Use against
bhem s

I'm s0rrY, Jeanne.

I know we put a lot of
time into this. But she's
right. The network's got

to be taken down.

If we can even
take it down.

It's
inbertwined
with a lof of other
systems at this
point. There may not be
a way to halt it
utmghb without also
rebooting large
chunks of

. Sleep,
Yes, 501 P

[earned. I'm hoping
You can see
something I missed.
I'm not @ networks

oro. -

I'll gwe it, 8
try. I'll also look
into trying to
broadcast disruption.
As aplanB.But I
could Lse some help
on that ...

Jeanne, is that
algoribhmist Pina
available?

The bees!
They've gone crazy.

Thew're buzzing people
now! And they're ... they put
some kind of hood on them. I

tbhink they're trying to convert
bhem, or something.

We just lost a whole
escort group!

sure. same network. The
patrollers are all signal, s
disrupting it destroys the instance
completely. But the bees are human,
under all the gear. Best it can do is
cut them oPP Prom the messages
Por @ minute or two.

Broadcast the ™
disrupt over a wide
areazs

I don't think that'll be good
enough. We can't get it
everywhers.

We're going to have to take down the
entire phone network. Completely. At
least until we can saPeguard it.

IF we can.

il .
~ She damned well willbe ™~
{: available. As Par as I'm )

concerned, she has a moral

\_obligation to help Pix bhis. 4
> ~

"

-~ -

7 C'mon, snub, I'll.
take wou to her now. [ j
. Lhink it's past time you y
. Ewo actually met.

_,_.-—-———--._
~And on the ~~
x“" way I'd A
[/ appreciate it if | You '\
could give me access
to that back door of
yours., I still have
business in Hive
bo see to.

.. Could you
meet up with me aPter
dropping off snub? I
think I need to be in
on that trip.

— e
f’ T should warn ™ N
{ Wou that Dina has
some ... ah ..
\ vnosual !iPe;nge J.
Z~, habits.

Poesn't

\ Oh, hi, Buby! I got
. everybody? /

some new cars. I like
the green one best. Did
P ou Figure out the bee g
L, thing? Who's this?

phe

Oh, You're snub!

! Neat! You do good

work. You're cute,
too.

Oh! Are You here to
work on something
A With meZ Is it
A about the bees?

... Well, I'l
let wou two
Figure it out.
Beep vs
inPormed,
ok?




:r S __E_IE‘___ J
g e

- . Ihavean ST
Laqh. it's your place, obligation. As Wou say, ¢«
ou've got a right to be it's My place. IP people
here ... but I'm not sure L L are in here and can't
it's a good idea. - get out ...

You think people™
Might: be trapped |
! in here? -—
It's OK Por
: Wou but not: Por o :

| me? You bhfnh_}’m ﬂmﬁ -5PE$E§1LB'E§’FE
|' not capable? walking bhrough should

be here. This has all
been rearranged. |
Very recently. ./

-

Oh, no, I'M sure Wou
' ¢an take care of yourselp.
But I have more experience Y
at wandering into the lion's I ) .
den. Not by choice, it just /s For example, [
seems Lo happen. [ have no idea where
that doorway ahead
; leads.

1 =

I also have some ... | *:,é Y Penny's
ah ... dePenses you o been busy.
probably don't have.

T —

Yes, andthe
Pact that I don't
know 0 Whab end

alarms me.

... Jeanne, you
should recall ouk
Pight RO,

You can't
rescue any of
these people.

I'm not: done here wet.

Find Leyna and tell her what's
happening.

I'm not leaving until
Penny and I have a talk. J

You've got them s0 N
{ busy worshipping Wou they )
L didn't even notice me |

walking bhrough them.

7 That's all right. T

e
% was expecting you to
show vp. Let's move
 50Mewhere we can be
Mmore private.

' And now
You're a lot Wou're tirying to
better at [ build the same

o Ll B

constroction on short i i '
a5 Ehan T Reavi underestimates me. Ghitg again.

thought. & _ Always.

Don't get me /\

wrong: I think Jeanne .
had a good idea. I think a . P
group mind is the way to
pedce and happiness Por ’
everybody. (2 -

When Nathaniel
Barker made me her
recruiter, she didn't think I
was smart enough bo get
into her locked Piles.

I just
disagree wibh
her about who

;p;;:;g EE :: M _ '
—

S
Actvally, T N

.
bhink She d0esn't
want anyone to be in
charge of it, which is
ridiculous. She often is. Did
WoL know she was in a
religious order? I didn't
know those skill 4
N existed. <S8
F ‘\‘\1\‘; "'-‘-""‘..:-\..‘-

Leaderiess
pbopias don't work,
becavse most people need
leaders. Their brains don't work
right without them. They need
gods to survive.
Or queens.

_,-f She never <
/' realized that I knew
her identity, much less
any of the other things
I Pound oub.

I was on the verge of Sg
taking over the whole thing, S
did wou know that? I was
going to displace her. It
was going to be mine.

And then you
came along and
ruined it.




The buzz ¢an do all kinds of things. Some
take longer to kick in than others. Right about
now YoU should be Peeling that you like me a
lot more than Wou thought.

I think
Yoo should
come "i"l'ﬂr'ahlrp
Me RoOwW.

In Pact, wou
ddore me, don't
WouZ I am wour
queen. I am the

center of your
existence.

The Pirst night
] / T [N J"' .
MMM ... Oh, There's something else EU%};LDJ; i;ﬂulp;':i: It:‘:l.!r' rd
Wes . ) . I want Prom Wou. Only Wou. W B -ttt
" i ."T'.' ' ) :I ot A 1 2
: Ll I'd had sex With 50 Many
I knew : 7, people in thak room, in and out of
Wou'd be good the svits, but none of them has
at that ... staved with me like that time.

e,

I want that
again.

L,
— B

-_ | 7 You're ot N\

May have ; [ going to ruin

Porgotten to mention: = ‘ 'L, ET-"EF:_?I'.‘-HHQ thf:_af.:'
I'm buzzproop. ! '5;”'}"5 2 ] S bimel £
Paking? P~

s gy

I,,v""_l'm.g' when thé‘x,f. :

{ bees Pind you,
1||"||'IE'|” 'SE'E hl:“llir

\ buzzproof you |

|~". F rlI
\ are

No, don't Wou
touch me!

You can
ron, but You
can't hide,
I had Pun, > : Penny!
iP that makes ' .
Wou Peel
better.

Anyway, you
needed to believe. It
was obvious. All these
obher worshippers

, aren't good enough. A——
b Youwanted me.
_ \
P 0'mon, just let me X

take that silly thing Y
oPP your head. Wanna h

e

wrestle Por it 7 That's AU [ L1ljvst make )
Pun too. ; N another one.

3 N - Especially nob
_ : T " in that hat.




WHILE ALL THAT IS G

i

HAPPENING, LEYNA G2ES : .

TO SERENE'S TO BRING ... We never seripusly T~ = el
HER UP T2 DATE. looked Por PEHHL‘I aPter the At i Jeanne Lavals

Euphorics, bub I did check on her once\
and couvldn't Pind her. Turns oub I }
wasn't using the right name. Her : _
hame's Penumbra, of all things. < & 4 Thab's right. Do
\ n_ Penumbra Thorpe, <= gl 56 koW et ena

-

e T D '_ soMmewhere?

_——, 1-"

But she's not the ™~ it

e

owner of record o "Hive." - _ :
That's this other woman, the | '
one Penny had Pooled.
SE0000 N \ ! . ... It's probably just

coincidence. Go on.

I
HITENIE |§

y

. Well, anyway, Penny is
¥ now using whatever communication
W method bhe bees have tio send bhem all ... @
commands, I guess. One-way commands, and e
bhey don't seem tio be resistable. The only way
we ¢an %eb the victims out of the inPluence is to
take of P their gear ... and iP another bee comes
dlong, they'll likely just put: it back on again.
They're making the gear spontaneousiy
maniPest on people ... not the bee suits,
but, bhe hoods on the Vickims. They
just appear!

I've got to tell you, I'm A - Well, you know I
5./ starting to wonder iP it isn't a bad '- - hever liked the But: I think we
|L idea to F:EtrfrDPE' bhe phone system. | ’ . damned things to Mmay have gotten Do Wou bhink
s ﬁﬁfummgr‘ﬁf can take it -dﬂ:l'irﬂ- \ begin with. where we can't do Ehis H;E‘Iﬁnﬂ'f‘h hacker
T, Maybe it should stay down. ﬁ X Without them, honey. ean pull oPP a miracle?
| /4 \ People Wil riot. What was her name?
anit?

i

Yl "1 had no idea it was
S 7 this powerPul. I mean, yes, it's
/ a direct line into the I::r'arh but to
be able to control people that
. easily with it¥ ManiPest
b algorithmic ibems?

__‘_':'Z_ = \ . 3
B
r"

s
-'I 'y 1 T =
| el

. ~ And then I thought
AP avout it and I realized it
Y 5.1 was there all along, if I'd
U [ooked. OF course the network
i can manifest things ... that's
what: it does whenever we make
our phones appear. Every
ability the network has was
built in Prom the
beginning.

Based on what she's %
done 5o Par, I'd say she's
: 1y B pretty brilliant. And she's
5upgraaang¢r~gu= and rr—— - Y working with probably the
et we installed it on Il g8 TR best algorithmist in A4. 4
purpose. ' '
Anyway, it's not like
there are other choices. We
have to take the network down, at
least Por @ while. And i they can't
get: it back vp saPely, then we're
out of talent here and I guess
we go beg AZ Por help.

 MEANWHILE, IN ONE OF THE PRIVATE ROOMS AT ALICIA'S CLUB (FORMERLY MELINDA'S) -
[ |
; | . - special
I'm alittle ’ , equipment?
Hervous ... I - :
haven't done this

before ... Your Pirst time? Ook! Exciting.

Don't worry. We'll go as Past or
as slow as you like.

Oh, no, I don't mean my
First time at that/... I've
just never vsed one of You --
vh, I guess they call You

“dolls," rightZ

A Priend of mine ;
suggested it becavse - I do hope Yoo like
hone of My girlPriends : it. APter all, you
wants to play with me picked it out.

while having, ah ...

And I want you to like it iy AL
very much. I want you to SO ALY IR Now, you're going to do
get completely wet y A0 B everythingl want you to

between the legs Por it. A /) do. Aren't you?

The more excited Wou get,
the soPter wour mind gets.
The more arouvsed You are,
the more obedient and
empty you become.

You're going to have the best
bime. And once you come, then
I'm going to tell you some
| things I need you to do Por me.




T DAYS LATEE. [

.
L]
Lt

Had to
o searchPor Leyna's
| lpeation again ... we
" need to do better,
especially if the
phones are going to
stay down ...

I've haven't

been in this
area much. I
hope I'M in the

right: place.

& e

e
7 Here, let me get s
that oPf you ...
Hold still!

F."—

= ﬁf i" e
You can' tu even hear

Mg, can you? l

ANOMALOUS.

Why net: just
let them zap the
bees?

Thanks Por
the assist, by
the way.

Theyre
There Wou go. ndis """"lhr'fan.u— They i
Now recall, quick, Pire on bees,
bePore something bystanders, us --
else tries to get anybhing they ca
Wou ...

\

I don't
want Lo born Ghe
bees -- Lhey re people
an | keep i-r-;.. Fﬂ'ﬂlﬂ'ﬂn

e

JITIT

They want
Ehe b r:"- Ir"-""'-ﬁj
baaly, so iF we rn:;fht -
the bees, they vsially away while the othe
Show Up. ;?c?teﬁ severadl = : o e ol are de .:?.-.H.,, With *mr
Limes. They do H"t SEEM ey : : : bee sibuation.
to retain that I burned S Y /=
Ehem Pive minvtes .
eariier. Y Thew're pure
algoribhm, rightZ I
don't think they
really have brains.

. 5

-

/)

e
=

'‘Seuse my hot
turning around.
Those two are going
to recover and I'll
need to Zzap them
again.

No problem.
Where's Leyna? I
don't see her.

K, bhak
was super
Weird,

that bibch
even doit? I
She went to , hever saw
collect data. '—:-h% h her... 4
wants to khow i
there's a pattern to _:"L
the bee movements "" FEMH its, 'HE

that we can vse. ( don't need t.|—1r=~

on top of

\ everything
I saw You \. elaal _..-*""

got the hood oPFP
that obher one,
thanks. Why's the
Pourth one still ... Gina
was going to get
that ... ,
Huh. I don't see
@ina either ... she
was down here a
Minute ago ...



I know, I
khow. I s&ill
|\ can't Pind

e
7 You watch
( the bees. T'l

keep Gina

I"'.ll
.

# BESTORING DE. SHAPMAN IN S5 #lé.

THE CEE

For creatures
that Ply, they're not
very good at
searching vp.

T o
[ it B

We ail heed
time to
breathe.

FroRe: RESPITE ON A NEARBY ROOF-

@one off to look
For a place with
someone bo convert,
I guess.

RubY ... in the
discontinvity, didn't Wou undo the
same effect, More or ([ess? =

S —— —— U o

I didn't. Leyna did®, ™\
and she had that suit that ‘*||
created a change-proof |
bubble ... &

-
e
==

e

=

result £ Create an area that ondoes

local alterations?

w

ol

Covldn't hurt to
try ... IPI can
Pigure out how ...

... 50 ON¢e Penny lePt ;
'five,' Jeanne and I could network intercept
rescue the people who didn't run equipment was in there,
out aPter her ... and then we shut
it down. I mean really down.

she's a really good
tech thief.

L

-

And now we don't
know wWhere she is, and
the bees don't have a home
base, 50 it's hard to say
where they'll go ...
-
Yes,
Leyna's

looking into

that.

I'll tell

her all that

Still. Covld wou get the same __ \ \ " That was really, )

- -"I.I

and we were hoping that'd
cut f;-rl:f Penny's signal ... but no.
It's not there now. pparently she has a
seglP-contained method in that §
thing she's wearing. I don't
think she's a genius, but

-~ b

E really strange ... 4

I don't know what
‘strange’ means
anymore,

Ruby is the
witch-queen of

A

Ch,
tLhanks a
lot. I sure
hope not.

Yes, I seem to have a
lot of ... abilities. But I
can't always make them
work when I want, and I'm a
\ litble scared of them, 501
b\ avoid them. I like sticking
to what I can control.
; Bot iP

\ " You could be
when I see her, but' ua’ng Ehem to help
right: now I'm more X 3 \

s m ; J — Wllshits ...
~ interested in how N bullshit

ix all this

!

. you did what /§
B Vou did.

I am/Wherever I can.
But that's piecemeal stuPP, Gina.
- My Pixing one gray at a time or
8 1 haven't Porgotiten zapping three patrollers isn't the
Wou making patrollers answer. I'm working retail, and
vanish without: a we need wholesale.
disroptor, either.*
g # 55 §20 -T

s

MEANWHILE --.-

ok, We can't Pind a -. :
J'n'l.aHb'E Wwe re Hon-destrockive waw to Nodes go in and out

coming at this .2 the Whi wor oP vse as traffic moves | ,
the wrong dg.?ﬁ Etﬂ E:;E ;Eiﬁ';;c,irb through the system. What iP, ?;ﬁgfqﬂ
way. take it down? At least, as 500N as a node's not B
not all at once. active, we block off its
connections?

The node can't go back into
Lse again then, not without
another intervention, and the whole
network shuts down by atrophy,
one node at a time.

I'm sorry!

I got a little ...
carried away.

I think Wou've
got it!

Pon't
apologize, wou're
adorable.

But I assumed
You didn't g any
of that kind of
thing. I mean,
seeing the
ageplay ...

% Al the
interesting
people are

3 2 e t
Bub most people _ weird,

aren't very interesting,
or very smart.

And they want you
to be dumb or boring
too, to match.

I got tired of trying.
That's one of the reasons :
I decided o just stop Also, I Pigured You
mean, I krow I'm weird.




WHAT WITH FIGURING £UT THE FINE PLINTS AND THE DIFFICULTY OF GETTING MESSAGES We're slowl i | I
TO PEOPLE, IT'S FOUR DAYS LATER WHEN EVERYONE SATHEES FOR A COUNCIL OF WAR. shutting down the‘phane '

hetwork. We can't just kill it
without a lot of unwanted
Um ... Hi. I'm Shub. damage, but we can close ofF
Some of You don't know hodes as they go idle, and
me, but Jeanne, Ruby, and we're doing that.
Leyna will vouch Por me. :

This is Dina. same
deal. IF wou don't know
Whether you should
trust her, ask them.

The problem is the
bees and the patrollers
are keeping a lot of nodes
ackive Pull-time. We need to
disropt them. When they're
. disropted, we can grab the

Barely =\ nodes real Past and shut d?gr?ﬁ ass o2
FEﬂ'ﬂgngd iha ... . :_" Lhem down. But if we disrupt them at once
- e iME, :
We have a solution Por | obndglahp;:f ai:b%'# .
patrollers. One part of it's block BheM.
already in action. The other
part's going to take ... ah Ideari%, ail of them at
... a group ePPort. once. And we think we
have a way to do that.

i - Pina's got some equipment
Uh-huh. Who's ready For wou ... amm;g other things, Well, that brings up a thing. We
oing to be in the ; M Adp it O it'll make you buzzproof. You'll still need really covld use another person, Two
ghmg._q potZ Me? Jgrapnﬁu gﬁ%ﬁgﬁ%rsgg 'E,’r,"’ﬁ:e to dodge patrollers iP they show up. more, iP you're on that. You'll see why
but T don't Lhink ﬂhejhaé 28 Moch And they will. when I show You the stuPP.

of a grudge against me.

™ 3 i I can keep
i_ .. the patrollers
: I'm not sure a8 . p oPF, iP You don't
B grudge will do ib. I bhink % need me Por the
she's past that. I think o W rest of ib.
we have to show her -

B somebhing that's 3 -
. threatening. oy \ =

b

. Maire?
3 I think so.
They're already
: : =y involved, and
- _ - they're reliable.

g

h "
a

e
areat. ™ — e
I think that's it, ‘\} Once the network is

then. Any ) .j"'r:r;mpleteig,ﬂ shut down, is it shut down Por good?
questions? / S Do the phones ever come back?

Ll -
k- #
——
= i
A 5 }

e

—

I can provide that. | _ T ™ ;
] - = ————

... I don't know. Dina /Z'
and I are going to try our best

to see if we ¢an get them
working again safely. A
But even iP we
do, it covld take a
Wwhile.

-
oF —™

THE PLAN COMMENCES.-

Uh ... that isn't actvally

I i
Ok. The boom boX is radioactive, is it2

going to cavse a ot of
interPerence with her
signals. she'll notice.

... Coming Prom over
here somewhere ...
what the hell is it
Oh,
¥ ho, that's
just the only
¢ase design I
4 had around
<% that Pib it
Pight.

We'll try to watch your
backs When it gets roUgh, but N
we don't want to attract too [EESEER)
much attention. We want them -
to Pocus on You.

Are you just

i - it ' I don't know
g ir: grt ¢ P . 5 | > What you're trying

to accomplish --

7/ 1 told you,
g/ evenif you get
B this mask oPP Il
replace it! /

o per”
L] s

“Damn it, 0
that really J=

E "'. B p e o B ol : '_-_-,{‘ 'z ) | Itl"s |

B Youjust don't get CREEEEE B R e < working! 8he's
ib, do you? A SN 5‘?’ _calling themin!

-r;""'" | ]

e
f ’ |
A

I'm the queen bee! .

ok,
everybody

Q voor HoUF

@l Up and
be ready.

L L% 5 - ot
iy .‘1 ] ]
'} ‘l. L L LAl -
2 I ] & 4

L
R Tk

-
.I-l - ar

o

‘."h.\g;-

- r‘t.-'l' #

el

el
L4

A




Here come the
patrollers.

I see
Naomi Plning
over to herd them

in. Keep well

Ch, no, you
don't!

{ueen's
gobba stay with
her bees,

i

-__q_‘.____‘___‘__‘__‘h;_r_‘_,..r-—-'_'_'_"'—a.,_‘__‘“ ]
7 How are you } o0

\_ doing, Jeanne? J*
“"-"""--._.___,_,_.--"'"'H"

y |

She's TG

holding up Pine ... &g
., tougher than I '
thought. __ A%

4 IPI ever get a
SRS chance, I'm going o

LT b
"-.'h 8 ._..rt _r_'_ ]

That may be

as good as it gebs)
We've got all the
bees, I Lhink. Coulduse
d Pew more patrollers,
but Ruby and Jeanne

are ruRhing out

steam. |

\
N

/

B % Pind out her story.

i

x Everybody =%

% getinto
position ...




TN

kRO Wh ' ; ... L don't care whether it
just A : . I solved the problem or not, you
happened. . ‘ . were oub of line and you owe me
= : - ' - an explanation.

IF Wou'd
responded to My
Messages, Josiah,
Wou'd have had the
explanation well in
advance.

I

\

7 o, '
QAN

NN

e
Py

We know You hate
it when "ignore it until
it goes away" doesn't
work, but ... e

il

Oh, no.

] , I wonder
b [ 4l — PP which OP them she
Y Ihaveto . ' didn’'t want seeing
Vanish P-,u'bg. - . pod : & her? Covld have been
I'll balk bo you 8 W all of them, I guess.
later.

Come to that, I ~
don't think I want
= Josiah knowing my Pace y
\_just yet either. And I see 4
¢ Leyna and Naomi have
'-u,_q_latreadg vanished. 4

it

17 Let Serene 3§
» dndPauline
explain the
1'!".&'5'5

Orchid.

Buby!

I'M 50 s0rrY ... ,
we didn't know she [ \ ' '
could do that ... - .. No.
I'm not: going there
right now. There's no
point, and I'm tired.

Honest, I'm * :
s0re none of vs ~ | g :
meant Por this to : _ 7'M happy You're
happen ... ' : : i OK. I'm happy
* P ; Kevergbady‘e OK. And I'm,
s not even really mad.

But I can't right now.
I just can't.

Give me some time.
Then we'll talk.




v
|"

|

HI
h,

N, now. The phone network is

il H'ue got enough of the ‘
4 “hodes closed down that there
wasn't a lot of bandwidth Por
patrollers to spawn. Your Priends
are picking oPF the last of them

AL

> basically shut down.

Everything
worked out very %
well. Good job on the
plan. And on the

| equipment. IP we hadn't q

all been buzzprook it
would have been
really bad.

v .
[ Well, go ahead

N\ =l |
| ~and ask them.
/" And when Penny \ L y

/ " stopped br'craduasbmg. B e
[ any of the bees we didn't

r:ata h snapped out of it. \
Most of them were pretty |

disgusted When they
\  realized what had

f
a..___x happened.
H“‘-\' ‘.‘ -
. - i :' '- ....

4 I shovld . “‘ﬁ AL
have gues ssed! {0 A
You didn’t even S § ,

change your
hame much!

. ]
;
" Did wou take the
=, job to spy on me?

I wish we all hadn't '\
had to vanish From the
s¢ene S0 quickly, though.
Especially Jeanne. I had
some questions I
wanted to ask her.

~ No, dear. I took the ~_
s jobbecavseIneededa ™
{ aaPe place to be. There are
some people Who don't like me |
\ very much. And I knew about F
Hunu Prom hiring you to work
ﬂﬁ bhe 80its. <,

{f"" Mso, I really do enjoy
. baking care of you. 4

Uh ... i -9

- cough-- &~ gpubandlare
= 1 —/  going to be s0 busy
U (trying to Pigure out how to)

\\ | Pix the phones that I don't
\\ | think I'm going to need |

'\ Much babusitting Por a /

‘1‘.:\% . While, anyway. ;,f

k! .,
k) T, =

T, —
S, "
= gl
o W
B e T
g

7 You're not giving p 8

on childhood
completely, are you?

lrﬂ'

~ You see, I still believe that;
=7 mental communion is the way. I
don't think we will ever know true
\ peace, or realize our Pull value,
; uhtil we have it. .

: Pra ==t
i
— [
— ——
B
L. |
.,

This was a bad ~ |

abt.empb Iseeitnow.I N\
was so desperate to make it
work I overlooked the Plaws. I
have to Pind something better.

But I'm not going to stop A
y I m sorry I won't L're h looking. -
— able to do it anumore. I

need to go ofF and ... well,
b Pigure out how to

S approach things.
G

It seems Lo me
that you're in good
hands, though.

Mtnarrg, I think I'
| Wou've answered my
bws- biggest ﬂnﬂﬁ

7 1don't think I agree with Wou ™~
about the group mind -- the idea ™,
gives me, excuse the phrase, hives --
but: I wish Wou the best of luck. Just try
to make it more evil-prooP next time, |
OKZ There seem to be an awPul lot of /
Penumbras out there. -~

—_ — = ———
e -
s

" 8peaking of Which, do
/7~ any of you have a clue what ™\
happened to Penny? I know she
didn't ron before the disruption, }
. becavse I saw her react. Badly.
x Like it was all backPiring into
gy her head.

o
. =
——

- __—""-
e

~ IwonderiPit T~
Was 50 bad she "
spontaneouvsly had an
interrupt. The next time I
looked over there, she
Was gone. g

r'f-

And Leyna can't -
Pind her with her
_ locator stuPP.

'‘Covrse not!
It's Fun.

I understand.

. Hvm. No, 1
Ruby? You had have no idea.

questions For me?

"Is it uncharitable of me bo hope somehow She's gotten what she deservest”

! o

Luaxr ISSUE: BAD BLOOD BETWEEN BARKERS! |




