IN A TINY CORNER BAR, RUBY AND TRISH DISCUSS THE },,__.ﬁl‘
PASSIVE THEY'VE AGREED TO DO AS A JOINT PROJECT. P Winat do oo R

| think about |
I still like the

detective idea, but

I think it needs a

Wrinkle.

T don't bhink I can W

__ N . o
Y do aliens again yet ... g/ It'll throw people oPP

[ aPter the Krath passive, ' ‘ guard, which I like, an-dp
| people will say that's all I N tﬁr;i :gf?gﬁpggffsi ::Jt of
know how to do ... but we o5 N L e
N need somebhing to weird N ~

i up, W'know? N \ l"-] —
il el "

OF course,
the costuming
might be a little

e

OWWWY

Did wou just
hit me With a
dart 7z

You know, if wou
¢an't throw well
enpugh to even hit the
wall, you probably
shovldn't -~

shovldn't --
Uhhh ....

fﬂﬂTWﬂUlDH'T really weird

_ all of a suvdden ...
f‘( 1 D l E

LESLIE {

anhnnnty R

Why are you throwing

darts at vs?

TdE

[P

A




¥ Hold her down, (ee g ore Maybe I should et you @
» play with her a libtle First? &

That would almost
sound like Pun P I
were in the mood.

And iP they
weren't 80 ...
pointy.

And I don’t
Lhink giving in is the
Pight: choice in this
particular little
scene ...

Alwaws easier keep back!

When it's obvious | Petis!

who's directing ...  DePend me! 5

oy _—

Let's have some
answers, Who are you?
Why did you do this? Did
someone ask you to do it,
or make you do it?
Who? And ...

Ch, do | gven ... and you don't
l"'"":"f."; rruhnt . remember a damned
wnhal JUSL e T

o
-~ 8igh --
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ELSEWHERE ---

e

-r.:."{—-”coh, that, L‘__,,.;..__HH R e T
g Wasnice! o nigyou havei?uﬁ"‘)\} e A S
S e 1007 T hope 50. N N,
e NS, <77 Takealitble whilebo <=
g e S s s s ool down, bhen Tl geb uau\)'- )

some dinner. -

o =Ty

;:.-, Ea ‘qu'..i 2{;' -I-:-,. ,I|
i L A

Skl

ke o

-i:-:}- s,
e & ' Y i Y et It sounds so 5tupidﬁ"‘”‘;2-,,*~. e A
opes nobody claims Wou. SR = By o 2 - i : # -/ ... talking to a horse )‘-‘_-“.,. ey

o =

I've really ... IR o Ty T . Foas s Dbecavse Uﬂg’ge .. What,  [REERSESS S S
o T L AR TS T \ lonely? Bored? RS TR, e
.»—'"':'\:S} : e L dioen e S, Not evenarea!harae!_,,;‘i}u;ﬁxﬂ_,‘ .
: o e : N N T 'Ve re
ol % L guess I've neadad W SR - Fe i =\ ARt e L TR D rihggtbfti:p r-alaﬁﬁawx
0 A | something. It's been a long time ] = ST g o TR g el SRR e, . e g i |
L RAE e .;i._'._;nhjfhce Rita ... [ don't know ... £ % Ty e o L T LR e [ s AT ool =, on ...
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You've been a 4
person all bhis time? ¥
| And you didn't let onZ |
& 15 this some kind of
. perversion?

"/ have any control over it. I didn’
| change into a horse on purpose,
\ and L didn't khow how to change
S, back ... I still don't ... ’

“u,
T

I toldyou
things! Things I
wouldn't have ... &

But ... bhank
Wou. For tiaking
careof me.I
_dppreciate it. S

Ay Iguessmy NG
4P Mmind doesn't work (&
R exactly the same way 1B
ger sl When I'm 3 horse, 50 B
W fi 9. it's all a little hazy,
L

{9

S0 1 think Wou need
to leave now. |

> .

&b but I know I did
. enjoy it.

Fa-
|
._Eii
j




&0 another
Barker gets to know
what I look like? What
happened to "incognito
unless absolutely

hecessary?"
Boby, wou haven't met
Lucius before. I'm going to let
him do the talking ... He's the
one who's been dealing most
directly with the problem we
have right now.

Lugivs is
CHK. Don't
Warry. .
- The problem is that Brendan S
and Clayton are running a campaign S\
of intimidation and physical violence, il \
even in places they don't have any /
control over. They don't care abovt bhe B g
rules, and l':.hEH re cauvsing a lot of % I hate to say it, but we o
= Pear and pain. 7 need to Pight them on their

R terms. We need to get out and

Maybe so, but
somebody should
have asked me
Pirst.

BUBY DOESN'T KNOW THAT LUCIUS ALBEADY KNOWS WHAT SHE LOOKS LIKE, BECAUSE .:n.l_.a.l'-"..’S
HAS MET HER WHILE IN "corBAZON" GUISE. OF COURSE, BUBY HAS Ne IDEA ..-uﬁ'EﬂEﬁi”u'
LUSIUS. LUCIUS AND SEERENE ABE KEEFING THAT ENTIRELY T THEMSELVES --. S& F.#‘-'IE'a o §

/" No. I am not going
to help Wou. You ¢an
\ stop right: there. 4

~ 1am not wour
/" Pinkerton. I'm not here
[ to service the money. I
sighed on to help deal with
actualthreats. Threats to
all of 4. Not things
b Barkers Pind
. inconvenient.

.

"-|.|_‘_|_

You don't think
|: g#ttfha 4 shakedown
F—'rrm.n layton counts to
\ people as a threat?

> I've already got people

/  asking me why I help You, why I'm

supporting You, how can I live With )
b myselP, and I'm tired of not having
a good answer Por them. €

r—__i:/_—‘_'___\

- ~That's what Most of the pe-ﬂple .
/ in Ad think of you. I know you bhink <
( you're the good guys and the others are
~ bhe bad guys, but to everybody else,
‘u.__ there are no good Barkens. _,—f'

E.g_,au:.ﬁ' Wou're all Barkers.
e

/><//

> 80 You Pight oPP Clayton and <
4 EJ"FH:‘JEIH'E': nasties. 60 what? Su
f that everybody can go back to the
( system designed tio keep them in debt to
\  Wou Porever, the system where they
b have to bust their ass constantly 4
just to stay here?

Your way isn't all
bhat much better than }
L their way. You're just
& more polibe about ft},r

serene, -

/ Le jf“ﬂ . You khow
I like wou p#rs-ﬂﬁalrj,
and I'm happy to help

Wou With the next
manipulaboror  §

S mind-controller or 4

r

""«..‘_“ 1‘” hatp'u;rr ..-"'r..
,;_w —

( But that's as ‘ll
ParasIgo. |
h, 7, el B

o, "I -'F_ ",
e +

-!.f -'J “'—
e 4 ®

"'..

.-' .."a".
[ You know how }
ta reach me.

grrr Barker
bullshit PaZZM
Frazzm

Ruby, we discussed
bhis!® This is about
preventing harm ...

PMOIST BECENTLY, TRO ISSUES ASO. =T

7 40 Much Por that

( supposediy reliable )=~ .

e That's
resource. :
- ource <, Uncalled-Por.

~ Well, What do you

want? serene kept
telling me how much we

~I

3

NN ‘J".l'-"-’f"'E going to need her ,,-“'

help, and now --

_-_'-:*he- has a
point, Lugivs,

approach people one-by-one, to
A counter what they're doing. This &
is going to take a lot oF --—%

gy

We didn't "discuss" it. I
raised an objection -- the
same objection I've had Prom the
beginning -- and Wou brushed me
oPF, as usval. I've had it. I guess
the only way to convince you I'm
5grious is to walk away.

' *..L':-*p":rﬁ-"-:‘_'-'- & §r s

N

b b o
MYy =ks
F=EEL WAED
rsds AfcA
—ieCT2AL-
OCRE0=keE Y
AE —=/AL/EL



I wonder what the
exact moment was when I P

losb control of my liPe. gl L ICRCE B E R -
~ PR FLLL FET - SR —
- " ol N =[[[e=cCALEL .-! i
- - AAYEEIREN |

Might wanna run.

" How come it's
alwaus her that
. § -l. lﬂ‘ -5 .."-.:..;I
E‘ﬂlﬂr‘ﬂ! 5 ¢ o g..t- { I
Didn't mean to
startle you.

/" What isall
bhis? Is it !
- : *1¢an probably
S~ THEEEEN - shut it down, iP we
o can Pigure oLt Who's
actually the person
cauvsing it.

-

LW Andif we can
: o N avoid getting
3 Rl coated in alien
No, it's not EQchER I
mine ... I think it TE ) SPib Ontil we do.
May be aimed at
me, thoogh ...

S " -
= e S ) | oS i A | S=E=sE) o

S | Nk N NS {; o | Ba

¥ | s . P | : — B

7 They're making o ity
; hew ones. This could \ 5
o  geb out of control LR

real Past.

5 -
i . 11—-—&-'-Hld—i-_-—-|l-.'t‘qd*_-—“ R RN o

Pon't: worry. I just
located the colprit.



How do Wou know?

He's the only one
they're not trying to
convert.

Alsp, I've seen
him before.

IP we can make
it around the block
We ¢an come up
behind him.

i . s It matches the
he's f"?”'”g the | S/pattern. These people are\
bPUbh? LT being controlled, just as
on\  Much as bhe people they
==\ 500k into their scenes.
- No, more.

——

——
-

>~ The thing is, e
~ Matt's got no imagination. § L
The Pirst time, he tried to L
control me by hijacking @ scenario TSSESSSSC
I'd written Por him.® This time, he | 5
Lsed the creatures Prom that £ :
Same scenario. He couldn't come
N\ Up With anything on his
. OWn, see? &
| & 40 here's this dude with no
_/ imagination and ne ability, and vet
[ he's making a Pull-scale maniPestation,
|\ that changes bystanders, the
A\ environment ... how is that possible?

N Twice is bwo
That worries me.

[ times too many,
Matt. Why are you
doing this?

I mean ... she's
making me do it!

Who is "she"?

Eos
I'm not sure.
[ can't remembenr! e

r f Well, you had betber try _
LY hard to Pemember so You can . Unless ... he can do it
avoid her. Because if I Pind you becavse whoever controlled

making trouble like this one more _ him Eold him he covld do it a g
bime, I'm going bo start breaking S | e Wk is evee sanisn. C;ﬁ:ﬁiﬂéﬁéﬁaﬂﬂ
N things. Body parts. On you. 48 e :

G-Et ME? - =i i ]
* S5 #21 -T

L

You are here! | i oo
I didn't do it on purpose, 1
! ry =1, r
Where have you been? = promise. I was ... somewhere I |
couldn't send a message.

You were in
trouble.

I did reply to your
Mmessages as soon as I
could ... ; -
: ,. No ... no, I wouldn't ™,
Iﬂg:{i glggr’j ' | say that. BUt it waaI '
e Lnexpected, and, an,
days! No one il | couldn't come back
knew where you easily ...
were! You can't
just disappear
like Ghat!

/

That's not good
enough, isit ...no, I
can see it isn't.

You want some

" I was getting ' = coPPee?
really worried! L [

You know, I'm
_ hardly the only one. ™
o/ I'm sorry. dear. ' . EVEFﬂbﬂdH else has been
want to do that. . I think Serene has some
business she needs Wou /
to be around Por.

Oh, I know. You should have
seen MY messages. That's whiy

I only have a little time. She's
coming over, along with Lucivs,

Hamilton, andMonica.
I'll have to throw Wou out
'\EEF—’WE that. Barkers only.
.

Look, I've got 8
litble bime. I'll try
to explain. But ...
please don't tell

anyone else, all
right? : o
Whatever she's
vp to, I Ghink it
must be big.




A Pew days

ago. I hadn't asked
Hello, )

[ everypody!
| sorry I'm
y  [abe.

Por @ scan of my actual
body since I was
eighteen.

Turns oLt R
MY Pace has
Pilled oub, and I
decided I liked it.
What do you
think? .«

You're serious?

I like it™
... bub You
know it makes
g You resemble
- . your mother /
' more. ./

e i

That's
ohe of the
things I like
about ib.

Iam.I've
given it a lot of
thought, and it

just keeps --

Monicazz

When did you
change your

3
lo0k? Have I

Missed
anything?

T,

Only Serene proposing
that we completely end bed
Pees and data rents. /

e

More than a little.
Completely. 4+~ Bt somebody pointed out
T —— [ that we don't: actually oPPer much
// ( of a diPPerence Prom Brendan and
/ / Clavton's methods. The public just
- \,  Sees it as being perpetually

béhﬂ'ldﬂﬂ Go vs, either way.

__ /J\_H =

Wow, that's ... | -~ And, honestly, I've been
~ O / thinking about this Por months now.
Isn't that a little ... \\ 1\ There are so many problems with
Eieep that end Lp coming back ta
L ANS
I "E :...

-

extreme? .
the damned bed Pees ... .~
{JH. but You're aahmg \

| the Barkers to give up
everything ...

I'm not,
though.

Look, what are Wou dmng witih i:-he
money? Not one of us has left Sleep in who N
knows how long, and what do we do with it in
o\ here? Buy entertainment ... You have enough
¢ash on hand to buy anything in here you £
want For the rest of your life. a

e

& > 0" And as Por investments and costs ... what H“*-x..
F . '._ 7 happens iP we need another server stack or anobher™
‘ - | Pive hundred beds? T'll tell you what happens: We put m"}

\ an order at our automated construction Pacility Por , /
another Five hundred beds.

L} _‘-""‘--._
They contact our avtomated blﬂp[ﬂﬁblﬂﬁ ‘"‘-—-‘H
Parms or our automated resource warehouses Por ™,
the materials, and maybe conbact our avbomated i
excavation team to hollow out more land below Chicago ...
maybe contact our robobics Pacilities to make
another couple of bedders ... ~

... and the infrastrocture expands
without any of vs actually paving For any of it,
— because money is totally irrelevant to s,
__’;_,,;,;r:ﬁ’;’ and has been Por a long time.
We don't have to paw; we already own all oP it..
Every damned bit.

-
And iP we had to deal with one ~~_
7 0P the other Pacilities, we'd still have ™,
50 much money Prom our non-sleep
| operations that it wouldn't be a problem
b, Unless we expanded relentlessly Por a /
long, long time. T e

. We're not: giving up our
holdings. We're not giving up
ownership. We're not really even giving
Lp any power. We're just recognizing
ks thab we are no longer dependenb on

thab constant stream of r*eni:.

OMK, but Brendan will see You in
hell bePore he agrees with that point
. 0P view. He doesn't believe there is
“‘M, s0¢h @ thing as enovgh. .~

_'_._._._,.n-""'f-
—

Funny thing: Once vpon &
time, your shares weren't just a
percentage of all holdings. Thew
actually mapped to Sleep beds. IF you
had 58, there were 5% of the beds
designated as being explicitly £
Lhder yoour control. S5

Well, you didn't have
to throw in Brendan
having apoplexy to V" 1'm just saying ...
Sweeten the pot; IWas * this isn't going to end
aiready sold. our little eivil war. It
Might make it worse,

Years before Wou were
born, there were some
administrative reasons to break
[\ that connection. Mostly having to do
witih the way Sleep properties |

chained to common ﬂr‘EEi‘__i;f,f'

1)

Point is, nowadaus, who controls
/s beds has absolutely nobhing to do with
Wour shares. You still get wour percentage,
but you could get it without
administering any actual beds.

s (m

—u g

|&

For a while, yes.
They'll Fight vs
tooth and nail.

/~  Butit'll end it

Which means we
could go to people and
say "Hey, iP we can change

Wour bed to our control, Wou
won't have to pay Pees
anymore.” And this ¢an be
done on consent oF the
sleeper alone.

.. HUR.

, Does Brendan know that?

IP he doesn't,
he will so0n.

eventivally through
attrition. Everybody will
want to come to vs. Who
wants to pay For
something if they
N, don't have to? . :
And I think it's the
only thing that will end

the Pight. Even iP it'll be
_rough getting there.




THE AWAKE "comMa wWArD,"

WHERE DR. CHAPMAN IS No active patients I released Ben Cobermayer
ATTEMPTING To REFPAIRA riaht ROW. Westerday.® That means there's
DWINDLING NUMBER OF % ohly one patient left.

CATATONIC PATIENTS. == Constance Forbes.

Which one's
that?

The one Who didn't
respond well 5o My
sleep-deprivation
experiment? Who somehow
a ; : cavsed the discontinvity that
20 poure ing nearly consumed A4 and sbill
here in the dark has lingering ePPects7**
Constance Forbes?
— She's the only one of the lot 1
Peel a personal obligation to help,
and she's also the one I worry the
most about restoring.

You hﬁow _Tcau
never did tell us
her real name.
sorry.

HAAM.
You Peel guilty about
her, don't you?

. .. JES,
Too tired 6o I Maintain those
deal with it. experiments served an
Pon't change : important purpose. I'd like to
the subject. resume them. But not i I can't
guarantee that something like
that wouldn't happen. It
wasn't supposedto happen.
There were supposed to
be saPeguards!

Looks sl # COBERMAYER ST ERASED BY
abandoned in ; MELINDA, WHE WAS TRYING TS COVER
h.E:rl.a ' HER TRACKS, BACK IN ISSUE #5. -T

## [SSIES 14-15 AND BEYOND. =T

‘

Well, Por what: it's worth,
I think the worry is more
justified than the guilt. You Yeah, we do have
didn't know she'd explode. an obligation to bgu tg Pix
her ... but be ¢areful. Bring
me in if Yo need to, or any Thank yov.
other safeguards. Pub
CLO on high alert.

Thanks.

Usvally it's me doing . :
the psychological Would you like,
consulting ... sometime, mawbe, to do

something together that's not
psychological help, coma
patients, manipulators,
diabolical masterminds, or
any of that crap?

You know, have dinner?
IF you want to Cup of cofPee?

consult, you could tell me Pleasant chat?
that I'm justified in telling
the Barkers that I'm not
helping them Pight their
civil war.

Though I know You
wouldn't just tell me
what I want tio hear.

OP course not.
But here it wouldn't However -- Por what
matber, since it sounds itk's worth -- I do Bhink

like you've made the that's the right: choice Por
decision Pirmly. ou. The role was already
beginning to chaPe you, and
it's not Who Wou are.

i No ... but I have
Fi;';fg?gaﬂﬁ | news Which may Serene's group have
MeEEAdE: . afPect that. decided to do away with bed
ge. o . Pees and data rents.
Completely. And anyone who
wants to move their bed over to
their control can stay in
Sleep Por Pree.

I wasn't
entirely sure You
were still speaking

Lo me.

You're
kidding!

I'll alwaws
speak to you,

Leyna. That changes
everything,
doesn't it?

- ol

a8

Though iP this
_ LUPHS oL kO be a
— pitich Por me to come
P back into the Pold, I
\  amgeoingtobe
_ SRR TN _ | \. annoyed. A
. #. T" - = e AT .‘-._'._. T . . ._.,.-‘._ =< : - ’ - ."-n,x‘h‘_ __,,.-‘"'r

4

Listen ... Serene hasn't come rights I dor't: kiiow ABoUE EAIE .. BOE We
out and said 5o, but I think what ou told her x; really could vse your help. Thié is going to

the obher day is a major cause of this. APber Wou ] ' ,
lePt, she 5aid Yoo had @ point. She diah't 53y _ B Make Brendan and Claybon have Pits.

H\Uﬂh else at the time. )5 - A - e | Would Wou be erirﬂg
1 et T ; do ground work if it's Por

i L " ' something that's
f demonstrably --

Huh!
S T may owe her
an apology.

- —

li-'- i el
F B
S~ l. - l.
)

What's going on
over there?



! Itr‘zsju-ﬁg sSome kind j W jpf?ggaﬂégffp

\ of performance. i were ¥, 50

T i . you'll all be seated,
we can begin! g

I promise Wou
entertainment the
likes of Which you
have never seen!

.___H

Pon't be shy,
evervone! Gather
o round! Jingle and Twinkle's \
| virtvoso demonstrations |
are just a small sample of
the show to come! And it's |
absolutely Pree of  /
charge! 3

For our Pirst
act, we will need

. @ volunteer Prom,
) e Fi
"‘mb he audience - 4

o

-

e,
i, —_
— E
e
L -
.-"} ""'-.
~ ks

I.-"f You, there! .
In the middle of |

This could be a "\ the Pront row! /Jn

Mistake. ' & 3 : . e e Y

A
o

----__'_ —i .

Me?
Ch, I don't
think I want
to -- :

/ Bure could.
[ Butif there /s
something going on,
\ this is the only way
o know.

Nonsense! How do you
You are the perfect know I'm @ good
choice. I won't take no choice? You don't
Por an answer. know anything
about me ...

Come along,
Hl:.'.ﬂ !

My nose tells me.
Heh.
It's very large, Wou see.

Would wou like to try it on?

Look, I don't
think I --

Now she looks like
she's ready. For
sometbhing, anywau.

How about a
round of
applavse Por
her, For
bravery?




And into the cabinet
of wonders you go!

Are you prepared to witness the miraculouvs
and stupendous transformation that is taking place
inside this cabinet even as I speak?

Hold onto Your seats ...

Now she's just one of ;
MY bubbleheaded little Let's put a
assistants! And that's all nose on her and

she'll ever be Prom now on. a1 make it oPPicial.
Isn't bhat hflariauﬁ'&"_ﬁ/_l

 Jingle! Twinkle!
\ Bring me & --

; L D
J“l;‘.l' ol '\.'r‘.l'!".’ ."_."..- ‘:E_H'ta‘

L

of O C

¥ Wow, that's a
really strange
Peeling ... vsually it's
me doing the
breaking ...

W Yes. I started to N
Ghink Ehis wasn't
going well.

e T

7 1 got ofP the bench
[ just bePore the ePPect
Iu' there became too strong, '|
\ and then I got her to stop

Y what she was doing  /

3\ Using your method. /

ot

/ Mymethod?

%
¥

—— What do you mean? /



- i "\_ s :

__F_.__._._-“-‘_‘_-H"""‘-. 4

4, : "1 it her really hard. ) 2

..-—r="'—""-'—-._ ,_.-— _'___':“'-'—-
Oh. Yeah, that's

_..a.-a—————-:i vsually a good methad

I don't know her. At
...4 least not in this
*Qppear'ance. Po you?

-
."‘I. -
..-""ﬂ"r _,_..nr".'

aﬂff

\.I: \K Hw.u she's coming to.
1 h

\ i_é_; |

b2 e

y Well ... Matt,
My customer, tried bo

ambush me in his scenario.
You remember, I told wou
about that when it
happened.

; And Baz tried

something in a difPerent
o Scenario®*, I may have told
“4 You about that, and then there
was nothing Por a while ... but
there's been three in the
==\ |ast Pew days now. I
- don't khow wWhy.

This one, Matt
trying a second time,
and awoman inabarl

was in With Trish.

-

1#ss w23 -7

ELSEWHERE.

Leah, you
didn't tell me
You were
bringing
SOMEONne --

, Oh, MY
goodness.,

" have any idea
how long it's

\, been? %

I realize you
May not be
watching Pamily
business closely, bub
there's a schism.
Josiah transPerred
exactly the wrong
amounts of shares
bePore stalking

0PP to hide. Now Brendan,

Clawton, and Ezekiel
have the same percent of
shares as Faovline, Hamilbon,

Lucivs, and Serene. Monica is

abstaining. Brendan's group
are trying to extort
everything they can.
Pauline's group is
trying to stop
them.

Lﬂi:- me get My goggles
and try to get an ID on her |
A\, real Past in case she -- .

ore of Mina
Markov's
patients?

I don't think so.

Hers make trovble at
random. All of these seem
to be targeting me. Just me.
They drag other people into
the setup to tr-l_q to trap me
and ... I don't know what

-- pecalls.

Damn.

I didn't khow the
one in the bar either.
That's what really puts
Me on edge. It covld be
anybody, anywhere.

IP it's consistent,
she wouldn't remember
doing it or have any

answers anywau.

No, it makes
sense. Melinda's
got @ big axe to
grind with you, but
she also seemMs to be
s¢ared of you.

S0 she's Pound a8
way to mess with

'\gau via proxy.

they're vltimately ﬁ ’

trying For.

A Bk T koW T
don't want it,
\Whatever it is.

S0, Melinda, then.

Now, see, I -
didn't want you to
think I was going

there too Past.

/ OF course I

do, dear. B, You know, I told™

Wou there was a good
chance You wouldn't
ever see me again.

I also told wou when
You got older wou'd
uhderstand why.

And here you are.
Older, and hiding on a
Parm Wou never leave,

Clavyton got his
shares back?
And how do you
know all this?

I have sources. Point
is, this isn't just
squabbling as vsval. I think
this is going to tear A
apart if it isn't
resolved.

f—~,,)

- Fighting in the ™
/' streets isn't a good

look Por anwone, least of
all the people who are

supposed to be
\ _PURNiNgG the place.

What exactiy
do You expect us to
do about itZ We're
retired. We don't have
any influence over

any of them.
A

B Th
s ol p‘li.

Not in shares, no. But "
they may listen to their
Pamily. Mawbe we can talk |
sense into them.

3!
¥
L
i ';'l
e .'J.

2UTH BAEKEE.

LAST SEEN IN ISSUE #14.
T

It's really not

same as Wou did When
Wou lePt. I look older
bhan you do! _ 4

Pair. You look the ) |

7 You know perﬂecbhj well
gau don't have to look like

] i o Il 1
‘-.rl'lﬁ"" -

A\

JSOSIAH'S SISTER,
FPAULINE'S MOTHER, BEENDAN'S
AUNT, HAMILTON'S SBEAT-AUNT.

“The one in
the bar"7 How
many of these

have there

been?

= Sigh --
[ almost wish you'd
disagreed with me.

IF it s her, then
Finding her and putting
her out of business is the
only way to make these stop.
That covld be a while. I'm not
sure how many more of
them I can take.

I ¢an try bo keep an eye
on you at all times ...

Thanks, but that won't
work. Not only is it bnPair to you,
but there's things You really can't
shadow me on.

For example, I have one
l[ast private scenario to do
tomerrow. Old regular
customer; I didn't want to
Lurn him down.

I like him, but I
am Mot looking
Porward tio this.

SJEANNE LAVAL- LAST SEEN IN LEAH BABKER. GREAT-AUNT T

ISSUE #22, &OING OFF TL . A MONICA, NATHANIEL,, EZEKIEL,
BESROUP AFTER HER "HivE" = B | AND CLAYTON. LAST SEEN IN THE
E‘:'PE.EH‘[‘U"' ENDED BADL.Y. e o | FEEVIOUS ISSUE.

HalP the tme
these days I go around
* looking the way I did in
i‘r- = H'I.I_a] twenties.

But iP I'd come
here like that, you
wouldn't have
recognized me.

. Lihat if you don't want.

RN A | .
",*':'i-'l_':"_;'.;,;;ﬁf Aigh MW. il

_F

It just Peels wrong to

Me somehow. I don't want
to be like Brendan, with
people making Pun of hrm

Fcrr' it behind his back

Clayton is /.
probably less 4
likely to listen to @I
his Pamily than
anyone.

I've only ever

I consider it a test.

IP people aren't
interested in me the way I
actually look, then they're |

ﬁ? A pot actually interested in
‘ me, is My thinking.
20. What's so
important that wou've come
out of retreat after all
these wears?

-

.!__,. I'J o —
.-"'...f Hﬁ," Ay A

spoken With him twice, Yo %
know. And neither time was a
real conversation. IP it had
been, I'd have told him that I
thought he had a legitimate [ _—
grievance. But I've never /> Zeke just wants to khow
gotten a chance. that somebody loves him. He's
very insecure. Him I covld
probably reach. But Clawton --
I'm not sure anyone can talk
sense o him. _—

< And I Peel the same
way about Brendan. He
hever listened to his own
Father, much less his aunt
or uncle. Why would
start now?

Al rights, but it
can's hort to &ry,
don't wou see? Maybe
anybody else we ¢an
get as well.




ON THE SET OF EUBY'S SCENARIC JOB, THE NEXT DAY-
— =g

{ GhIamwaH' —

bﬂhmﬂ i

= Yeah, I know. I can't Pind Mordith

e . Judy deesn't usvally Plake ... Look, set

7 ,f“" h EUF‘P are. He's on “f.l
bhe Bridge of Doom.

e

'*.'v She doesn't have long.

Nice work, harpies.
- Very hot. I think he
almeost wanted to stop the
scene there and let Wou
“dePeat” him.

... Rosamund?

- T
‘.“h B

~ She keeps me

;  ensorcelled most of the
( time ... I Ebhink ... the hours —
_ slow Por me nearlu ko @ Richard, she intends to #.eep
£ cedse ... me as her puppet Porever, 5o she ‘+

T May rule in secret!
TR Y
7 Fearnot.I %
i intend to end her
misrule, Come, let s

U\ Make haste to show /SRS
20 her my blade. ASEhSEEE

Richard, T -- )
you don't -~

the rest of bhe palace as soon as I get
- “inside. I'll change to Rosamund in there. That
.q“-‘f-': \ nﬂeaa to be ready Por him. Then go Pind Judy
A\ \2nd make sure She has her shit: together.

For once, his
tendency to want long
action sequences before
the sex works in our
Pavor.

My princess!

I have come to your aid at

last ...

there were many

attempting to prevent me

Prom redching wou ..

Bosamund, it's
me! Richard!

Rosamund, why do
Wou not speak? What
has she done to gau'{’,.

1 cannot make

~What manner ™,

( of mischief is

%,
S

_._;.'5‘-""""-._

bhis?

y,
J"r.-

L

Richard! ™

, Oh, MY IWE"IM*EG )
xglaa‘ vou've r:amef Yy

"1.‘“
-

/ she..seeksto
| hinder My movements.
\ And twist my mind. |,

; Richard, wou
[ cannot comprehend
the depth of her evil.
éha straps me to My
bed each night. :

T,
o
—

- —

-"I“._‘

/" 4he whispers to
Mme in bhe dark. And
.. ovuehes me.

haste anywhere. I cannot

even descend these steps
without assistance. I stand

b here and stare out at the

clouds all day.

I apologize Por the
aPPront to My princess’

Modesty. Pish, my love. IF

we are honest, I Find
it preferable to
wearing ... bhat.

You cannot
destroy her in that
Pashion, love. It has been
tried many times. She
cannot be killed by PFire or
sword, or any other
act of man.

... Remove my

outer robes.
Then you will
uhderstand.

Upon my oath,
when I Find that
monster I shall

have her head!

But there
Mmay be a way
nonetheless.

You ... you
MUSE cut these |
garments Prom

Me, MY love.

e

Locked in @ case in her
chambers is 3 jeweled coronet.
It is said that this is the source of
her invulnerability. That she has
stored part of her essence
within it.

IPF you were to
engage her in combat while

| W Wearing it yourselP, I think its

protection would work
against her ... penetrate
her defenses.

che does
not know I
khow where
she hides it.

Lead the way.




A wall of cages?
This creature has
pnnatural desires.

Vain, as well.

... What is that sound?

i B
(TNART o
_ iR A
' S
; il zis W W W s
| Wi =z} =2
y‘f rJI - '*-H —---.-;

. J 1 Yon chests you
v b 4 see there, With the
air holes.

> Do not open
You have no idea. - A

o 4 - = them.
e ey el | 1=t = — ===
» "‘. - » " e e, :Ilf iy ; — = = .
_ B D e o o N =+ Look behind the
- . e e RS SR - > mirrors.
e M LR £ R .
e e NS, S R N

- TS

\ Not: even locked.
OverconBidence will be
the death of her.

I have a
very bad
Peeling ...

Mock me while
Wou Mmay,
Mordith. Your liPe
is about to close
.. Lwill ...

Aaagn!

What is ers
— happening?
80, Princess, wour x_ ppening
"protector” managed to
reach you after all.

When will you
Lnderstand that I have
a better and more
interesting destiny planned
Por wou than standing loyally
at the side of this
dim-witted 0aP like a
tamed pup?

Yep. OFF
seript. Way, way
oPP seript. Poor

Richard.

I'm gonna kill
Judy Por this ...

It seems
SoMEONE MUSE
have awitched

that coronet Por
an entirely
difPerent
one.

... Actually, that
might work. I I dePeat
Mordith, then I might be

- able to salvage the
S Now she's Pinally sCenario ...
= Pound a role svited to
= her limited capacities.
I lknew You b S she'll be Par more usepul
had d'ﬂ“?"?d L as a mindless bed toy ..
where I hid mi- L\ than she ever was as i Richard will be
You're not really air Richard. e e B
very good at . _ .. upset he didn't get to
stealth.

dePeat her, but he'll still get to

have hot victory sex with the
princess, 5o ...
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The ' L~ : \ L .
invoinerability ST\ | P
wasn't real, just a plot \ - b L /" This one works a ——

coupon Por Richard ... P I - ( little giii’ﬂler'entfrr.j

-
-

disruptive enough . /| o

R

... Oh ... bhis - :
sword is really " You needn't Peel left out.

I have one Por you too.

I really did want
Koool!l 3 " to convert You slowly. \

W Voluntarily. It would
' _Mhave been Much Mcrr-ef_,f'

- éntertaining. -
| | . . b , i I___H_,,.--r"" g

Now, don't be like that. y _ W W { =l T
- : - i s BubI've always ™
You know You're too weak and ; - | had this ready as an |
sUbMissive bo take me. ' . dlternate plan. /

— _,..--"""--'

Now I am
Princess
B Losamund, ruler
and heiress to
the kingdom.

That's much
better. Now You
will never try to - =

pretend you have a 2 g ﬁn:t Yoo ... N
Mind of Wour own, - , : . "~y Wou are a

! —
' gk e
i -

ever again. N AL e R \ & | ¢creature wWith no
| " | hame, wWhom no one
’ . €l5e even knows
OP course, since I exists.
Wou're not Rosamund .. P ¥
anymore, someone will : 4 N
: | X ; ‘
S ol d v , 1 L O MW tow deiighteol. )
= : .‘- -l " 'll A ! ! 5
= == Fray? a 4| = T - - 1 -r - o . . _\-.-::
N ELSEWHEEE. T

Y Two oP the back room kitties ™
( wanted to have some group play.
They are eager to devote
bLhemselves to bheir prie&te‘ssf

<> Ltold them it was @ —~_
i o e . lovely idea, but it should
- - ¥4 , ST wait Until 3 time when You
¥ : S weren't boo tiredto  /
appreciate it. -~

\ - Ak ..You havethe N
i - | strangest expression, and I

can't even tell whether wou're

happy or vpset. 4

i

by =

————

There wou are. B

Aimost ecstatic,
actually. Have you
heard that some of the
I wanted to. Barkers are rescinding
, bed Pees and rents? . Oh, is bhat
I've been -- MMM -- Completely? / what that

keeping Myself warmed conversation I heard (SIS
up thinking about You. part of was about ... n\i
R
77
A

You didn't have
bo waib.

e —

| ——

X

~ interesting! . ;
el T 7
> By, W i
/ It's more than interesting. It <
| eliminates the one real worry I
5\ had about using this place.

B " o
-“""--.. B o

— - -
F

!

{ Idon't Pollow.
BESULAR BEADERS HAVE MET SERILLE AND HER MAJORDOMO EMILY —= EMILY'S THE 1
ONE ON THE BED —— BUT YOU HAVEN'T SEEN SERILLE IN A WHILE, AND THE LAST TIME b
YOU SAW EMILY, SHE HAD A CAT MASK ON, AS SHE 50 OFTEN DOES THESE DAYS. B il

e

-
P
S S |
N
mu,

The Mr:rr*e:r:r:a':l“- ) : 1 ;i
Club actually N o 5‘-\\\'.' |1

belongs to a woman ; W \
i named Bianca BePore I could claim it, .
Zildan. : though, another woman named NN~
Melinda shannon had the same b
Zildan is still in Sleep but Wam ided. She's gone now too. I don't B~
... i not in @ mental state to know Where she is. I have

actively control the property. she '\ saPeguards in place if she ever ,

lePt it in @ maintainable condition. tries to come back.
Someone else could occupy bhe space ‘

and, though they couldn't change What iP
everything, they could alter enough to -= MMM/ Al Ghere --
keep it usable. And it wouldn't be what iP Zildan comes

traced to them, becavse they G . : back and throws us
didn't really own it. The thing is ... the 2 s all out?

one way the space could get G X
deleted is iP Zildan -- who is still ; Bl e Unlikely.
paying Por it -- getis thrown out of P - e e RS Y She's a pantheress.
Sleep becauvse she ran out of g _ * Beautiful. Solid black Pur,
money Por bed Pees. And since : Ed - R : sleek. One of the best ones
she isn't earning any, that ;- L R 72 I've done, I think. She's
was a real worry. EP ™ N =" living in a wildliPe
; " i preserve.

Bub I checked today ... : S
this space is controlled by one Mﬂﬁif&gﬂgﬁ -

of the Barkers who isn't * d G : ere

charging anymore. 5o there's _ _ b § g 7P break Pree, I bhink it would
bhat werry done with! ¥ o\ ', B have happened by now.

And she's been there quite
a While. IP she were going to



.
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OUT IN THE AWAKE WORLD, IN A ROOM IN AN OUT=-OF-THE-WAY CORBNER OF THE WIDE-EYES' COMPLEX .--

We may have
Lo hurry the
schedule.

15 she even

in Ghere?
I warned

Wou at the Don't get too
beginning that — - | - close. IF wou
probably wasn't interfere with the
possible. Pield, it could Pry
both of you.
Do wou
want to risk - s
Pruing her A | Why the
brain? A sidden need
' Por speed?

Ii- -

7 ceiv Look, I'll see what I ¢an do W

| -.mig“;ﬁ f 'Eféi.-anne o ' g/ i/ without taking risks. But iP she isn't What about the

\ “"#Prri*ull"g'fvf"='t=3t‘JEc'LFI#d PP geS i< g ST ¢ . 0sable, then we have no operation, and pE; EJIH:W E:.F;E

> g e cdie tha R R S N N o b R ). we'll have wasted Weeks. PrIREel
one Paction of iy S e Y " * ; .

Barkers has stopped IR Yo AL ' '

charging Por Sleep. o

-

7 Well!

/I wonder whose idea
Ghat was,

Y Does you no Pavors,
does it:Z

That's our other
sleeper. He's said he's
Pinished the preliminaries
and is ready Por the date
. | we've given him.
8 b - A " { IP we can't
Nor uou. ' i : ’ : . - Mmake it E‘:fl["'fll’:‘"r', -ﬂt-
Once a%gfn,.l D OR ] i ' . least don't make it
Mmust remind You that b AR | | any later.
Your aims and ours : _
are supposed Lo be , ok ? f
bhe same.

~ But, yes.
/" Without that
[ obstacle to entry,
. Many who would have
\ obherwise come to
s ...

.,

She also said, in
answer to your question, '\
that the phone system is
still inoperative. There's
been no word about: when

it will be back.

Pamn. That adds a
complication I really
didn't want.

I dePinitely s
can't rush the date,
based on that. As it is, I'll
have to hurry the rest of the
iMprinting to make the time to
handle that problem, just to 4
stay on the existing £
schedule. 2

How much of
that got through

Don't get dressed wet.
the haze?

I thought I saw a litble
bleeding at one of the
insertions. I want to check
i e ' o%e%e% " : it. Damned crode tools.
Some. He's — a ' 2% ‘
worried that more (SRR L)
people will go inbo
Sleep because they
don't have to pay?

I wonder how many

people in this complex are

. even aware that 4leep never

_les. actually shut oPP bhe ability to
hE"f:f‘lg’f ::;e , , —_—~ send messages to Awake
aﬂifﬁ;'l.lra'ﬁ usval : people, or vice versa.

How do
Hﬂrﬂ%ﬁ"‘? striver's key idea,
> like the other Zealobs
here, is that being with the
Wide-EuWes is a superior way to _ . I also wonder about his
live. That iF people would just . agents inside Sleep. How do they 0
wake up -- metaphorically and ; PeelZ Can they be trusted? They've i
physically -- they'd - : <. been in Slegp Por a long time and surely T
redlize this. - - by now they've seen enough that their BN
L, TRt i commitment to the Wide-Eyes way is
g ~TR s : ... well, I'd say it's somewhat
= 10 that's true, why is he ) . shaky, at least. W ¢;
/ 50 scared of destitute - . s i e
Awake people Pleeing to Sleep as W No, he knows - : ' T
£ 500N 35 they don't have to come ¥ sleep is betben ... -
|\ Up With the buy-in? IP this placey put if he admits that,
iS5 50 much better than Sleep, 8 even Por a second, the
S why worry? 4\ whole thing Palls
. - apart.

~ ~. R " I'mtheonly N
Y Talking this e - ' WA : persoh in this whole
N way makes me -y damned place you |
S wonder if you can 0y e \l 3 cantrost.

S be trusted. A '

You and I are the only two
people who aren't acting on
principle. We're not; Pollowing some
ridiculous ideclogy. We don't actually
care if Sleep is better or whether
the Wide-Eves are right.

We're bobh doing it
because we want the
same thing.

I mean, if you
believe Sleep is s
superior to liPe ouk

here, then why work
to destroy it?




. Doesn't look like
I'm u‘t#r'rupnmg a -su':r'
actoally, it looks
deserted ..

Uh .. hello? .
Anyone here? -

-"rr‘ﬂt;ﬂ' re When the scenario
those things? Well, they started to go south, the seb
vsedto be [N got sealed ofP. I couldn't :h:r:. i
ackors. Thank you. or tiake it down. Ruby must
Mmean, it .'.fah Lmﬂ‘a .| have locked me out.
Pun at Pirst but -- /

Back

oPp/
I'm not inberes

ted.

Hold s&ill, 1
should have you
uhtied in 8 -
second. I
= o=

Now get away Prom her!

Who are you,
anywauw? How'd you
get in here? Not that
I'm complaining.

-

I'm Leyna.
. - i) v ol A | b
i B -..FFI.F?HI:I :'l" EL'E:I_I:I, - \ 1,.,-EEF.! '.il.riq_h tlhp
i fou're Carly, right? ' r.ue‘:t-‘lr'ér' ;n.d Todw
: er tech? . MTes 4 WL Eul N
s\ H G i who's F.|ag1mg

| / | _ Mordith.

I'm Ghinking

something went

wrong with the 8 -
scenario? " Yeah. How'd \

L You guess?

LE Me '5-?-?! .
an get in.

Just walk
through the
wall? That s

handy.

She's jusk
o been hiding in
here letting those
things eat her out
Por days# I'm
gonna kill her.

I Lh, don't think

it's volunbary .
r-zap#-ﬂraln.q since bhﬂu
- one's not her.

ALY
TN AR AR ARARAN \
‘1“““\1\\-1\‘x\‘xhx )

AR

How dare you! -

" Iam -- ah -~ amPrincess |

Rosamund, ruler of this }'
kingdom/

o And Hou will become MY
FIE}'\-tl t':'_l:‘; F‘IL.-'P I'j'-..-'l..lr' -

What: are you
doing here? How
did You -=—" |
7 Never mind that. '\
I It's bime Por Wou to
stop this.



carly, I'm
S0 S0PPY.

can you geb
Richard out of here
and try to help him
recover? I need to

What are you even
doing here 71 didn't
¢ast wou Por this.
Where's Judy?

have a hard talk
With --

&

; 7 1snuck in and
S got her to let me
9 S0b ...

E L
ol i Fl
l‘ 5 N, u' E rf-
1! ‘+ '::'r [] . h
L i =

b & '-- = "'"q":.,
v M 2
That really o g
hOPE! S Ruby, I didn't do it! I didn't S8
BN have any control over it/ It N
S| was like [ast bime! I don't know [
what's going on ... really/ I'm SSSS

N

MRS ) i

nob making this up]

-,
e,

Uh...Ireally can't ™
remember ... but ... I'M sure
I've seen her bePore,
remember where ... b somewhere ... Nob recently,
,»-wcr!l o though, I don't think. "2

now it's "her." -
That's more than -
You managed last

bime . *

I must have seen
her again ... but I'm
not ... I can't

)

-

5 this her,
mauvbe?

Her name's Melinda.

She messes With
people's minds. And she

& doesn't like Ruby.

¥ IPyou see her,
or if you remembenr
Where You saw her,
Wou come Gell us
right away.

# 5SS #2353, AS ALREADY NOTED. THERE WILL NOT BE A &UIZ. =T

May not matter.
Bichard, I mean.
At this point I don't know when
I'll do private scenarios
again. IPever.

-~ Sigh --

Well, that's one regular
customer who will
probably never work
with me again.

" That bad?

It's not bad... I'm just
tired of it. People always
want the same stuPf and I'm
bored. I want to go do
something where I can

No oPPense to the actually get weird.

customer, but I'm
more concerned
about you.

Worrywing one of Melinda's
proxies will ¢rash a scene
doesn't help, of course,
Assuming it is Melinda.

Are Wou sure you
don't want me to
st.art tracking you?

I don't think I'd be
comPortable with that,
Leyna, though I do
appreciate it.

You know, I
shouldn't have let;
myself get stuck. It's a lot
harder to see throvgh it and
break out when it's My own
scenario, I guess.,

That worries me too. Whebher it's

Melinda behind these
attacks or not, we
really do need to Pigure
out where she is.

Besides, it wouldn't really
be good enough, would itZ
Raz was actoally the original one in
the role -- that's why she khew the
part -- and I subbed her out becauvse
...well, I didn't trust her. And she

sUbbed herself back in anyway. It amazes and

irribates me that
she's staved hidden
this long.

You can't
guard against
everything.

"Especially since there have got to be quite a Few obher people looking Por her at this point."”

I didn't "disappear.” I was taken
out. Banjaxed. A woman Pucked with my
head. When I recovered, I was broke,
someohe else had my properties, my
business was gore ...

hard to Pind,

Mr. Barker. I'm in the

Middle of changing

oFPices.
Her name's Melinda Shannon.
Word is wou have a couple of

Do I khow Wou? : ,
things to settle with her too.

I want in.

Not
personally.
M}] name's Ben
Cobermauer.

Cobermauer ...
Oh, eah! Produced
passives, rightZ Until
Wou disappeared.




Well, I appreciate the
explanation ... I overreacted
the other day. I shouldn't have
just Ghrown Wou out like that ...
it was a shock, is all.

No, I understood wh.

But ... I'm not making
myselP understood very well
right now. I'm sorry.

You see, I don't think
I'd have this lingering thing
atalliPfI...well,iPIhadn't

enjoved being a horse as
Mmuch as I did.

At Pirst, it was as a
.1 adwit, it did prejodice cligedsh

i/ me at Pirst ... I mean, there's no
\ reason Por it, really.
Why do you wear them?

were 50 taken aback by the
glasses that they never got
_around to objectiPying me.

l ‘_- -

But I Pind them ..

distraction. The men in my Field §

... and I guess it's just a
permanent side ePPect. It seems to
happen when I get stressed, but every
time bePore that it was just a partial
attack and I was able to stop it. This
time I went all the way, before I
could even react, really.

~ I've been trying to learn
to contirol it, but I'm a little
scared bo practice, becavse I'm 3
worried I'll Figure out how to turn S
= mysell into a horse volunbarily VL
"‘r before I Pigure out how bo buPh oo 2

\ _ myselP back. PagR.

'_
‘L;I“ g 7 -6

]

FTm

I need somewhere to
work on Ehis sometimes.
Somewhere safe. With
someone I can trust.

",

You know,
they say wou can
tell a lob about
| 50Mmeone by how
\  bhey treat
L% animals.

... What I'm sauing is, I
really liked being wour
B horse ... and somebimes -- [
-a‘ith when I can, when Wou ¢an ,,d_-}’

. - i wou're willing ..

... I'd like to be
L Wour horse again.

reassuring, somebimes. Theu re \ .
like armor. I Peel a little more  \ &

I know, it's ridiculovus., No one said
psychologists weren't allowed
to have nevroses!

You'd think with the
ratio of Pemale to male
presentation in A4 what
it is, we'd have a lot
less of that.

-' I expect it in My
business -- after all,
objectification is kind c-F
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