I just don't
understand what
the delay is.

Dr, Chapman says I'm Pit to
be released ... Wet all that
happens is people come tio balk
ko me. Over and over.

We're just ... Look, some
very bad things happened ...
You acknowledge that ...

Which weren't my Pavlt! And

wouldn't have happened if it

weren't For her experiments,
She acknowledges that.

O, point
: : taken.
What do wou want me to say? "Of

course I would never ¢reate a massive dive me a minute to
PiPt in reality that endangered the go Find a beader.
structure of Sleep ever again?"

No ofPense, but I'm not
happy about this.

Why would I be
oPPended? I'm not
happy about it either,
or I wouldn't have IP I'd been willing to

I know it wasn't wour :
o uwou tweo in. elease her
Pavlt, Constance. That's not my called you two in recugzizzice a!angj ahe'd

point. I want to do whatever I have Do you redily think I would do

to do bo make sure it never that Even if I had the slightest hah’i ﬁiiﬁdbaaﬁ;n ffeet-‘r
happens again. idea how I did it [ast time? ee days ago.

She's pacing Leynal
tLhe room. COME ON.
, r She's in Pull contirol
‘{:ft:’g: I of her Paculties, she's
You be+ sawing all the right repentant
Thoughts# things, she hasnit consciovsly
done anything we ¢an go
aPter her Por ...

... and she covldbe
aboveboard. I've had daus of
conversation with her in the course of
her treatment. IF she's got a trace of
hostility--even a grudge against me,
® r ~ which would be completely
1 don't Ghink she's & reasonable--I ¢an't Pind it. - Sigh --

interested in making : .
another discontinuity. As she bgcg‘;hf:ﬁ; 3 ﬁ;ﬂezvgﬂgt:i

5aid, she probably couldn't if ,
she wanted to. I do bhink she S e S e
intends ... something. I decisions
don't know what. - -

But we can't
keep her Awake

f because of that. Yes, but no one
else will do it.

We'll just have to
watch her closely.

Thanks. For
deciding.

It's OK. I know Wou
had to go talk te
people to decide. I
guess Wou decided.

And don't worry.
I won't disappoint: You.

... This is M3L.
She'll get you tucked in.




SERENE BARKER AND HER CONSORT, LORAZON ESTILL, ATTEND A S&2CIAL FUNCTION -

Imean, I guess I
- I don't mind them 270
I don't know! ' ooking
aome of these men ... I don't
mind them looking, buk Wou can't
talk to them about anybhing ... all
they want to do is put their

HalP the problem is
hands on you ...

I barely know myself
anymore,

I don't know which idea worries me
more ... the idea that a man might
proposition me and not take 'no’
For an answer ...

... or that I might
sbddenly decide the
answer isn't 'no.’
You know, I did
wonder iP You knew what
Wou were getbing into when
Wou said You wanted to
come like this.

Some of them
are bores, some of
them are grabby ...

.'.ns-ﬁttﬁftihfn_“ are  Fao take a deep

breath in the washroom Por
a minute. Honestly, I think
that's why we keep those
around. I'll get vs some
more drinks.

All right,, Polks, iP
Wou'll take Your seats,
we'll begin the
ceremonies ...

ELSEWHEEE ...

e 1"".

¥ Iwouldn't have expected
{ Wou to live in @ castle. You don’
} seeM like the type.

£

.ﬂ-ld.

.Jdlr

o

A

Who
¥ are you?
N How did wou
get in here?
This is 3
private
b, Space ... 4

T —

i gl

. R
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You gave me
permission, Raz.
You gave me a lot of
things. You may not
remember. You don't
remember me
either, do you?

7 1 think you want me

f - |:" to be your toy again. I

I'm your toy. i L ¢an see it in Your eyes.
From the club. One of I You need me.
your toys. I suppose 'y i

Wou had others too. You ,

went a lot, didn't You? ] 4 And I need
You liked playing with I} 'y Wou, Raz.

Wour toys. ' .- & 3




- IP wou're going to
y : claim bo be a toy, be a
§ toy all the way.

I can't do
what I need to do gl
myselP. Ineed W
somebody to help me. 5
Somebody who's B8
good at changing &85 ]
bhings. e | Skl

I checked on you.
' You know where to Find
her ... Wou know how Go
get her attention ...

You want
to be a king? Is
Y that why wou live in a
=l castle? You dream of
ruling things? I can get
you that. I just
heed on

= That's not how it
. works now. You're a toy.
N little j) - You don't give orders. You

=
-®

| M*‘ 7

don't control people. You don't
get to be in charge. You only
get to do what people tell
thing. Wou do to.

MMMA ..
boY ... no! nob
ko ..

nheed ... no ...
ho, don't need ...
MOA ...

Move ... keep
MOVING ... not Loy ...

N =
F o e '|L_._,_,_F

-
They told me yov'dbe ~“=_ - -
At " - j— ' __;-""'"‘-.H‘__'_._..-F "-._
ﬂﬂllﬁnrngr H.ﬂu F‘:-n':'w;r :E__‘_t-:—-—r_‘_‘_'" —— _,_.--"'||“_,_.—-T :

e

N
" — % Everybody’'s looking Por you ...
b o A= ) grord

S

T

e ———
‘_7.—-—1 — e o _,.ll"-_-i-.._dl-_-_‘_‘_l

N
" e e

NADMI COLEMAN 'S FEIVATE SPACE-

L i il £
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I have to bell you, I vsed to have a
this is not what I place like that, actually.
expected your place I liked the idea of being
Lo look like. able to make a mess with
paint and clay anywhere
I wanted.

Then I realized
I could just clean
bhe messes up
instantly anyway,
and decided I liked
it More
comPortable.

T

What did .
Wou Ghink it : 4 You
would be? I g_;.é‘ I'm dlways r.r' remember when
\ ’ i
showing up at your \ dffjﬁggar{ggbpﬂr
HGME'E-. I PtQL"F‘Eﬂ I I""-.,h. } a while? i
should return the When she got back,
hospitality Por a L s she told me she hadn't
| _ been in tirouble but she
v e hadn't been able bo
. ' iy send a message.
I don't know. ; , YAt }
Mavbe something like Especially since * -;}QEE |
an old converted I need to ask Uov 3 I A
warehouse? With bare Pavor. Mostly g AL

. o Leyna. CALRDO _—
brick walls and open joists | ' " She's disappeared
and a rough wood Ploor Ll k’ %"“'ﬂw again. I'm 5uﬁg she'll be
and a wall oP big high ol AT back, and I don't want to
windows# , interfere ... but iF she's going
to do this a lok, I need to
know where to Pind her.
In fase.

":Iq:hTﬁ
L el She gave me an Sa=

o explanation ... kind of. =

N
£ 5 e
Mo
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No ... 3 Some of the older kids & ; ,
But you're not tried to help raise the younger ™ Lydia kept making her

. Wrong, either, ones, but they didn't really know how' Awake expeditions to bring

7 ... and they didn't want to stick around f back kids, even though she was

When they came of age. Who could blame g  getbing older and Awake was _

them? The whole point was to give getbing more and more -
them a liPe. They wanbed to go dangerouvs. One day she just I was Pifteen, I g
out and have it. didn't come back. was Ghe oldest kid ¥
<" bhe;e. Egjd ITLaﬁ not |
— i S [ A
= ' a Punctional human 4

being in any way.

o

L)

You know,

I've wondered Por 8
while if Pavline was more
than just wour patron. The
way wou talk with her, and

the waaﬁgﬁl talk about 5. :;' e ' I don't know what *‘:‘:f‘ 8
i you I was one of would have happened i BT yign't, want to live S IR -

the last Coleman Paﬂfpﬁﬁg E;; ;.Ei-gppiﬂ M- W with her, or anybody, "She never adopted S )
; Children. - everybody who was ept. § 2Nd She didnt make me ... |/ me, 501 can't call her 8
W 1'm going to go out Lydia Coleman never And me ... well ... A m‘ffhﬁ kﬁ ?tﬁafﬁffe 3”,,’“,;5‘ ‘fi MY Mother ... but she's as g
on a limb here, and wou Was oo inberested in . E;P Il'?rrn'uglie G et ol
can [avgh at me iP I'm | \ actually raisingvs. She was - ek ever get, and we both g

Wau obt: 12 Pavline dedicated to bringing orphans ! e . s koW it.
nour mobher? — into Sleep, but once the AR ; —
¥ “rescue” part was over, she g1
didn't have very good
Pollow-through.




A BACK ALLEY SOMEWHEEE IN
ONE OF A4'S LESS BEPUTABLE
CEOMMON SPACES.-

My god, it's

great-avnt Leah.

What cave did you
erawl out of?

You're not
MY Mother ... you
can't tell me
What--

Po I have
your
attention?

No, wour mother's
dead. And no one khows
Where your aunt is, and
Ao One kNOWS Who your
grandmother i5.* I'm the

closest thing to a

mother you've got.

h

Your
bullshit is
going tio stop.
Now. I don't like it
either, but it makes
Wou my responsibility,

You had a and yoeu're : —_
grudge Por Wears, ! ?Wfﬂw
that got addressed ... :
and you went right out
and made vp a hew

grudge.

embarrassing me.

Getting so0
people think you
enjoy making trouble
and you're just looking
For an excuse to be
a jackass.

* 2BVIOUSLY SLAYTON HAD
IS5 ...

TWe GRANDMOTHERS, BUT SINCE N2 ONE 1S SURBE WHE HIS FATHER
YU SET THE IDEA. YU £AN BEAD MORBE ABLOUT CLAYTON'S FAMILY SITUATION IN S5 B23.

~—— You realize we™,
( covldjustbe T
| Messing up her ———
; love liPe. /

— }'ee that oceurred t‘.o
/ me ... but I need to know, \ 8§
Ruby. I have to make sure |
( she's OW.
... I Peel like sometimes Pauline
\ doesn't realize she's a target.
% Or doesn’t want to admib it. 4
. Lcan't tell which. 21

e “u

- N
Lhink she's irl
here?

-l =

i Therﬁﬁmbadg 7
’ﬁ. here but me. And I A
- don't know any

Pauline.

Now you need to
leave. You have no
business being--

Have some
respect, now,
or I'll kick your

dss.

I've been
getting in
PistPights since
bePore WoL were
born, kid. Won most

oF them, too.
You covldn't

kick my ass if it
Was--

You think I'm ot of
shape becavse I look
like Lhis® Try me.

The rest of the
Pamily may not
know how to deal
with you, Clayton,
but: I do.

IP you don't
clean bp wour
act--and I really do
mean starting right this
instant--wondering
whether [ can kick your
dss is going to be the
least of your
worries.

I am never
going tio make
nice with them.
Never. You can't
make me,

Then don't make

hice. Go make a private
space Where You can play
crime boss and shoot guns
and blow up whatever Hou
want. I don't care if you

hever speak to any of

them again.

But stop with
the Pires and the
bombs and the
abher crap.

l...
l-
- -

\-

L 'ﬁ'il

A\

How did wou get
in here? What do
Wou want?

S
% 'Z.

i
-
-"'i!-
ChE
=

gorry ko
inkrude.

: We're looking Por <
4 Pauline B-
.ah ..
\ we're raahmg Por a woman 4

N named Pavline.
g ““““-‘-‘-

This is ... ah ...

... redlly embarrassing.



I can't believe wou just
went in there! It's an abuse of RS

Wour privileges, Por one thing, and B
absolutely none of your
business, Por another!

Lilac is having trouble
getiting used to the whole thing as it
ia! You're lucky she didn't have a

heart attack!

I'm sorry!
I was worried

: anl
about you! | I explained it to

Wou before ...

Yes, excepb you
didn't really, and you
didn't make it sound like
you'd go ofF and do it
again ...

OW ... I 5ee Why You might not
have wanted to explain that to me )
bePore. And I have a thousand questions
that I'm not going to ask.

OHK, 50 it's none of my
business. But iP wou're going to
keep disappearing, that kind of is
MYy business, and I Peel like I
have a need to know.

fﬁ—"' But I'm not going to

> apologize again! With all the
/ stUPP going on all the time ... you
could have been sucked into a bee
cult or some other cult, or
mind-controlled, or Who khows what
... hone of this is even strange

ol

e

-

The days where no one
knew how to get to you

T

e
- e
-‘-‘-‘-‘_h—I—-_-—l—'-_.-.-

S And--sorry Por | s g
S having to 531 S0--Hour
o profile's a lot higher Tately ) S
»

‘\‘:
Very Pew can get
into private spaces \

anymore! It's all actoally
happened!

|
e

re over. o
areo { uninvibed, sure, but

b the past.

<
Oh, poor Percy!
&till @ dollZ APter all
this time? Nobody
liked Yyou enough to
rescue you? 8

I can help
Wou, Percy. 1
canPixib. But I |
heed Wou to do |
somebhing Por
me. £

‘_.ll'

people have been Wing in |
\ waib Por you in public i

to say I'm being

:'( Now RubY's going
paranoid.

The whole

S0k has
changed ... I can't

Figure out where
anything is ... I don't

bhink I should walk
around in the open,

though ...

- 8igh -
It's just that ...
Look, this isn't easy to
tell, all right:2

When Melinda
Shannon captured us !
all,* she did things to vs. I :-
-

have a Peeling I'm not the &
only one who took some, ah, ‘:ﬁ) ‘
long-term ePPects away
Prom it. The diFference I
i5 ... I liked mire.
o

u}g:-_-
Melinda tried to R S
turn ofF MY brain. She - '
Wwas making me into an g
animal. Barely aware ... and
I Pound it really ... well ... I
guess "relaxing” comes
closest. It was nice to be
able to shut down, You see?
PriPt along and let
somecne else do the
Lhinking. .

-
Once we all got ovb
... ] wanted that again. \
¥ Sol got Buby bo make a 5 X
scenario Por me. I don't | ° ‘x
"\ bhink she's ever told you /5
about that. o

Not a soul. N\ &

Customer privacy is i

very important.

Not while Melinda's
out, I'm not. She
probably has an

individual axe to grind
Por each of vs.

V Pauline, you're entitled
/ to apersonal liPe. Mavbe
... just let Naomi know that's
what you're going bo do? I'm
going to assume Lilac is
trustworthy, so that's
probably a very safe space
... We just want to know
When you're init.

Damnit, I was

sure the back ¢

door was down
this way ...

All right.!
All rights ...
Prissy ... listen to me.

'nk I need the back door into the
A\ club. You remember the club.

- I know You do.

S,

.'J..

Do what I tell you,
Prissy.
Be a good doll.
"REhaw me the back door. A4

| = i |

ik In the :
b discontinvity, I was a
i horse. I bhink that's
becavse it happened in
the middle of Ruby's
scenario.

APter getting out of
that, I Pound out that

" somebimes When I got |
stressed or excited, I'd ...
%\ start turning into a

L\ horseagain, A4

o

-,

& I went all the N
by Way one day, nob by ¢
Y Cchoice, and didn't have
enough brain to Pigure out §
how Go torn back. Lilae
Found me and took care
of me until I
recovered.*

=l

71 like being her
horse, and she likes
Mme being her horse, 50
we ... worked out an
arrangement.

That's all.

| # S5 #223-25 §

L ar

... all right, all right.
Point taken.

You're pushy kids, but
Wou're nok wrong. .
s

i
F

gpeaking of that,
what's the progress
on the Melinda
situation? 4

You don't
have to go in,
Prissy. I just need
you o get me to
the door.




I don't know who
Wou are ... but I
had it Pirst.

*-».,-E_-E.?_::r KT gl ,
AN AR This space isn't yours anymore.

That
Means nothing. R

It belongs to us now.

Especially coming
Prom someone like

Wou.
- r ‘ \

"l

]

8kl just like 4 e

it was ... 1 canuse
Lhis as a starting
point ...

I need (i
(LOBUITEES Lo O \" You want to hide here,

Wwith hEr:"- I can tlltlﬂhé' ner & . don't Hﬁ_ur I hear what; go 2
by surprise, that's clear ... Yy on. There are a lot of people
I'M going to have to work <44 " looking Por vou. .

slowly, take contral, o . O0King For 400 IF we shelter you

. = A - e i

build a Porce ... we get o choose your
role here.

NABRRRRBLY

You love being a predator ...
I know what to do with
predators. 1 know where to put
bhem 50 Ghey do no harm.

And where do
You imagine you
will go, kitten?

SERENE BARKERE'S PEIVATE SFACE.

... 1 hate to just come in
like this, but there's a good
chance she knows ...

Y supposed to be |
S out hunting Por
Melinda.

HUh.
Well, she's supposed
to be in here
somewhere.
Try the
bedroom?

... L guess,

IP we must.

We are.
Something else has
come vp. An
Uhexpected
problem.
Is Corazon OKZ
What's wrong?



That's a new s
look Por you. 8

Now that Brendan's gone
oPF somewhere to sulk, Lucius
¢hanged over to helping Hamilton
keep Clayton in check.

She had ...
somebhing bad
happen, and her brain
bhinks she's in 8
condition she's not
really in.

There's no real way to
deal with it on this side. I
could arrange Awake medical
attention, but they'd have to
start by interrupting her
and that might make it
worse.

Y For now, I'm just waibin
to see iP she comes ovt of it
| on her own. What's your
Lhexpected problem?

It's very
personal.

And children § A S
don't usvally care o

Lo Bhink about their

ﬁ ﬂ.ﬂ parents having a

sex liPe.

e
Il.t_

I'd love bo know if my
mother's got a lover.,
I hope she does.

R
"\.‘_.

#  Yes, well,
you're a little
vnosval about that
\  kind of thing, wou
\ KNOW. .

... This does not leave
Lhis room, You understand?
It's none of anybody else's

business,

... G0 deal with
Melinda. That's
important. And
there's nothing Wou
can do here.

I'll let you know iF
anything changes.

IF wou see

Clayton ... tell him
I'm taking this
persenally.

g S

7 Maube once I break
{ Your Mind the way you
e broke mine, that'll be
Wour new job.

I know a couple of
clubs where that
kind of thing would go
over real well.

Clayton set oPP
tbhree bombs at the Civie
Awards. It doesn't sound like
anyone was hurt, except ... no
one has heard From Logivs
since that happened.

Have you?

Uh, no, I
haven't.

But I'm sure he's
Pine ...

Momma. |

You're vsvally a
Much better liar
than that.

'

I'm glad she said it,
‘cavse I'd have been in
trouble iP I had.

d'mon,
What do wou
know?

Lucivs and I were

b both afPected by what
S, Melinda did to us, but in
e, very diPPerent ways.

I - .:lr o d P *
R PR

3

s I didn't want any men
5 *; touching me aPter that. I
ey still PFlinch a little when I think
= W about ib. I had a man try to rape
R me when I was seventeen, and
that Pelt like less of a violation
than the time I spent in
Melinda's box.

Lugivs ...

Melinda put him in a
Pemale body Por his torment.
I don't say he liked the
torment, but ... ke liked being
Pemale. More, I've come to
redlize, than he admits,

RV LG L. These days Lucivs

is Corazon pretity much
any time he's not: called
Lucius ¢reated Corazon to Upon to be Lucivs.
.. well, bo get around bobh of I think of her as Corazon,
our problems, let's say.* [ Sometimes I have to
And, ah, it's been a success. remind myselP they're
the same person.

We were at the Civie Awards,
Ore of the bombs was in the

washroom. Corazon was trying o ron

away Prom it when it went ofP.

got to ... nyare ...
to Pind ... somewhere
M L.

got
safe ...

7
[

Damn it!

She ... I can't think ... can't even
walk vpright ... Got to get
somewhere I can recover ...

sorry, I don't
speak whatever
that is.

I'm going to lock
You in @ place nobody
¢an Pind you. Then I'm q,‘
going to take you ;
apart. gy \

Mmyaaal! N '

They want me to tell them I Pound , . .
Wou, but I want Wou all to myselp. LS

AN



I hope I just
cost Wou an eye,
Wou son of 8
bit:ch.

Got to hide
soMewhere before he
gets his bearings. 1
don't think I can Pight

him, and he's too angry
to be suggestible.

-l
HERE, KITTY,
KITTY
DO YOU NEED
SOMEONE TO
=ET YOur

[ can't control
someone iP I can't even
talk ... I've got to Pind

someplace to try to undo
some of this ...

You know, Melvin,
Wou look 50 ...

Nobody will

ook Gwice at
Me in here.

running
around,
practically on all
Pours, looking
like this?

When I get
reestablished, I'm going
to go see that bitich in the
Souk and I'm going to make
her into the worst thing I
¢an think of.

But right now ... IP I change to one of
MY other presets ... iF I can remember how ...
will that unde any of this?

You want .'I.I"-E

don't you?

i Wour doll. You
Bl can make me do
& anything you

... malleable.

I think we
should go
SoMeWhere more

personal ...

S W

. T

5 I
:E 3 ii '
IIII '

He's let the
place go completely
Lo hell.

It certainly didn't
ook like this the |ast
time I was here.

[ ]

L]
-
]
L
]
]
[ ]
-
L]
L ]
L]
L

Disturbing, iF

3 Sl it's indicative.

THE PERIVATE SPACE OF JOSIAH BARBKER, FATEIARCH OF THE SHAREHOLDING BARKERS (CURRENTLY IN SECLUSION)-

— -

Too much
Lime in the doll

has to be.
Damn it,

there are so many
things that have

messed with my head I s

_ system. That's what it

™ While I'm in the club,

¢an barely tell who I T

am ...

<

And iP I'm
lucky, as a
bonus, no one will
be looking Por
Antoinetite.

keep the
ouERit, at least

and it looks like 1
Might want a
mask Goo.

[ 5 .



You take the
chair. I'll sit on the
hassock.

Mother, where
have you been? It's
been years ... I tiried to
Find you ...

I didn't want
to be Pound,
dear.

You really should
consider letbing someone
else into your life. This house
i 50 desolate ... I hate
thinking of Wou sitting
alone in it ...

No one else
is Judith.

Why are you
here?

To get wou Lo
start participating
again.

I suppose it doesn't make a
difference. Once some of them decided to
waive the Pees, the rest was inevitable. I just
wanted to try to avoid some of the pain on the
wau there. Rumor is that Clayton is
setibing ofF bombs.

Who removed Pees? I've
been wondering For years if they'd
think of that. Was it Serene? Serene
is cunning. I never wanted to tell her
that. I didn't want her to think I
admired it.

Waiving Pees ... hrm.
That does make it inevitable, yes. The
instant that happened, the Pamily said
goodbue to their abiliby to enforce any
rules. It takes away our lever, unless we
want to exile someone Prom Sleep,
which is too drastic Por most
ofPenses.

Is that why you never
_ Mentioned it as a possibility?

Still lets
Me in, so
there's that.

Ch, I have
badnews!

IPI have to,

Yes. Clavyton doesn't trust me.
He won't have anything to do
With Me anymore.
Jourvined that.

I need a place to
rebuild. Clayton trusts
wou. You're the only one

% Who's safe From him.

You'd do better looking
like yourselP. And you shovld
run, becavse I told everyone

Wou were here,

I know Wou've gotten
some bad advice over the
years, but I can't believe
you'd just walk away. You

were supposed to be

l[eading by example.

... he got all the
Wwrong lessons,

Yes, well. That doesn’t

Medn Yyou can run Prom ib.

It means you have a
responsibility to Pix it.

Your Pather had his
moments, Josiah, but he

v
w '/ Wwasn't a good man, and he
“f passed on all his nastier bits to

Prentiss. I [ePt when it was clear

"\ you'd rather listen to Prentiss

than to me. I had nothing I
could contribute.

It's not the only reason.
Nor the main reason.

Erasmus
Barker ¢reated
Sleep becauvse, despite
having all their major
problems solved For them,
the world's people were ab
each others' throats. No
good reason. They just
needed something
to do.

You ¢an give
humans paradise,
but if they're bored,
they'll just tear it
apart and start
killing each
otiher,

2 R B

e A
I don't think they *}ﬂ{'
want my example. And the RS
more I have a chance bo RS
rePlect vpon it, the more I S
redlize it wasn't a very 4
good example. o€
—
) I visited
Prentiss a while
back. I was .. I didn't
redlize ... had he been like
that all along? how much of
that had I absorbed?

And I look at Brendan
and see ...

At this point?
Brendan doesn't listen
bo me. I'm the last person
he listens to.

Anyway, how can you talk?
You didn’t tiry to Pix
anything. Instead, you
disappeared.

Right.

That's where I am now.
Nothing to contribute.
gauce Por the goose,

Mother.

The structuore of
Sleep Where everyone
was Porced to work just
to remain in it wasn't
optimal, but it did keep
everyone occupied.

¥ Idon't know what
B happens without it, but
I'm not ophimistic.

stealing my
Pace again®

@ood Uck Pinding
somewhere to hide!




EUBY'S PLACE.-

It's a good
deal easier to
sneak in here than
send You a message,

Aw - '‘MOoH "

really

It's late
and I need
sleep!

Nice place.
{' Sofa's too low, though. Y
 Can't sit With my butt that,
n  Close to the Ploor.

They don't keep me
locked up. They wouldn't Wi
, like it iP they knew I was
in here, is all. ’

ﬂa I'm not here. My
team and I are on a Field
trip f‘art#-:ﬁmg plant samples.
They're ﬂ-ﬂﬂd people. They
Wwon't tell on me.

And with the bed Pees ™
gone, anybody can get in,

pretty moch.

Nathaniel can't
possibly be in Sleep.
TheW'd never let her

back in.

Wou

a-""‘r «
y Momma, how are %
even here? You
sdid that--

I know, but
maybe knowing
will help. Maube Wou
¢an get ready Por

ik, soMme way?
or I would have Whatever it is.

done.

7 I came to warn you.

4 That Nat Barker has
something going, and some of
the worst ones up in charge

L are giving her what hhe
. Heeds to do ib.

,.-.':"—';}\“"--...._____________,, "
/ Z1t's 5[;;:;49}
; be a big secret,
" especially Prom the Polks Irh-ﬂ ;
me, but t.hen re 50 hﬁaed up
about it bhw can't help |
glaatma \'uhatﬁver' it i5, bhey £
‘a 53y it's going to bring 48
g down .gf,ggp ﬁ

[ 2orry that's
all I've got.

|"|'E|I|'.'|

You're
J’EEH

4 At least stay the
B night! Let me get
Wou a good
breakPast. Maybe
Show Wou
around a
litble®

What I hear,
whatever it is, it's §
already in here. They're
just talking now abouvt
when it's going to
happen.

No, not her. I
believe she's put
So0MeEone else in here.
Couldn't say how.

Well, hell,
that could be
anybody.

My team's waiting Por me.
The longer they stay put outside
the Pacility, the more likely it is
somebody will notice them.

You know, with the

" AW, hohey.
bed Pees gone ...

o . You . i
w::ut:!n & have to do
any of the things '@
| pe-ﬂple used to have to

| do here to stay in. You
8 wouldn't havetodo |
A anything. You could do &8
A whatever you
wanted.

I've got
people who
need me oub

b there.

Just like
Wou've got people
who need Wou in
here. You wouldn't
walk away Prom

4K

We'll Pind a
way to stay in
touch. T know
we will.

DAWN BREAKS IN JOHAN MORELL'S PRIVATE SPACE.

- » TR, -
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Good to see You
Figured out how to
Make yourself new

clotbhes.

Everybody I
¢ared about went
into Sleep.

There was ...

we were going to be
Porever ...

Sleep is destroving the
world and it needs to die.

she and I ... I thought

Buk, wou know, Yoo
don't have tio dress the way
they make you do when You're
Awake. There are colors
other than black.

I'll wear what I
want, thank you.

I have to stay here until
activation becavse I don't
know “my" recall and I don't
have any other way to jump
to her private space.

I want you to keep
that in mind, becavse I
don't want you thinking I'm
here becavse I like your
company.

That's just as
ridiculovs as wou thinking I
let You impregnate me
becauvse I was hot Por your

body or something.
I mean, she's not here. She -
sent Wou instead. IF this is so
important to her, why didn’t
she come do it herselP? e
I did it: Por the same . ‘}"

reason I'm deoing all the rest
of it, Por the same reason I let
gproill do painPul things to me
Por months, Por the same
reason I gave up my life:

Becauvse it's what has to
happen Por this mission to
succeed. That's the onlyreason.
And it's the only thing that
matters. I don't. You don't.

She went in here and never came
back. I never heard Prom her again. I don't
even know where to look Por her. She threw me
away. My parents ... My sister ... they all came in
here to hide From everything and turned their
backs on everything they had.

Come on, at
least lose the
hood--wou look like
either a monk or an
a55assin ...

-""-_ - T—

I respect your dedication

and all, but ...

Pon't wou question any of
it even a litble bitZ This Nat
gpruill, I guess she's got: a lot of
important Polks listening to

her--did any of them ever ask A

what's driving her?

Nat: warned me about this. She
said Wou'd been in here a long time,
that you'd likely gotten soft.

She told me I'd probably
have to use this.

o il
i g T
Al

Back oPPll

I am rot the
WOoMan you
seduced For six
months,

Maybe she
thought the two of
wou really had
something. Maybe
Wou even did.

But Wou don't have
anybhing with me, and I
don't want ywou touvching

Me again/

Come to that, why the
hell are you so invested? ¢
Don't tell me it's becavse spruill |
sdid s0. I already khow You 3
better than that. Why do Wou 4
want this so badiyz 410

NN

You're supposed to
be one of vs, You're
supposed to be just as
invested.

I'm sorry. Bob what if you
decided to go tell them?
I can't risk your doubts.

I just don't
bhink it's that
simple, is all.

* I'm not sure that
Sleep made the Awake
world what it is, and I'm
not sure destroving
Sleep will Pix it.




_'_-_r_,...--" -“-"H.
~ No,you don't need to ™~
/" come closer. Best Por both
( of us, I think, if You don't.
. This is not a trap. No one A8

—

else is here.

e

{ Who are you? )

T e S R / Youdon't know me. My N
e SRS G TR . | ( name's Chapman. I'm a

- A S Y  psychologist, bub don't hold )

: that against me. :

4 :
[ 1just want to talk to |
Wou Por @ moment.

You know, there are
hundreds of people in A4
/' Who would love to have their
minds warped Por a while, iP it
were done consensvally and
s temporarily. Some of them
b Would pay Por it.

You could leave Sleep. :
Voluntarily. Recall, wake, and go. They
wouldn't chase You--as lohg as you
hever came back.

43k ,
8 You could have been a ¢
v very successpul
1 dominatrix. Instead, : ==
A You're public enemy DR 1 -l You could consent to come to me Por ™%
: number one. o G treatment. I could try to help you. I've @
"y — O been able to convince them that this would be
S\ - SR | 5 an adequate "punishment.” ['d almost certainly §
B e _ : 3 19 i ) have to take Wou out of Sleep Por a while, to be
I\ e N B € - - T, = treated in isolabion ... but assuming the 4

\:g

g\ S - fr : therapy went well, you could end up

-

/ T & > . dllowed back in again one day.
/ It'snoPunif they '

o want it. I learned that '-|

" | Wears ago. Did you have |

L sometbhing to say? /

/ e Sig - Y G . R Or You ¢an keep running, and

| I bhought that might | ' SRR they will cabch ou and deal with

\, bethecase. /4 - . B You--their way--probably in @ matter

— b Il of hours. I've heard what they have in SIS

e __"E% - . mind. It is not therapeutic and it is 48

. ol : hot pleasant. -

A\ / Look, I've given wour

%\ [ situation a lot of thought
% |\ andIonly see three

L

N, Scenarios here.

t4 40K

—

i 31

You know, I resent the idea that
there's anybhing about me that needs
treatment. I know what I do to people. I like
doing what I do to people. There's mthfng
deluded about it. Not My Fault the rest o
Wou can't deal with it.

And I'm not leaving. I'm not giving
that bitch the satisPaction.

Besides, [ can't remember My "SRR
recall. I can't remember a lot of AR
things these days. B e -.

-

S ... Best of luck, I suppose. )

- ___._'_._,_-——_._-_‘_‘_-_‘_‘-h
o

"-n.._:*_ o ——

— o

"1 Thanks Por the honesty, th-ough.;:_l_

L - '0,‘.‘
T

L
-

—

'-"‘.:'_'.—-‘—._._________________,_.—-—"""

-

I know the
back door will still
let, Me in, there's no . " OK, I'min ... now,
way she could Where is she?
change it ...

I'm not going to be able B
to do anything in here unkil I
deal with her ... :

I just have to get

there without any of
them Pinding me ...




It may be time to
get rid of these.

I'm sure I can come
Lp With something better
to replace them.

This is mif club, Wou
little bitch! You thought you
could put me in a doll box and

just take over?

I'm going to beat wou to a
pulp. Then I'm going to throw
you out. And You're never, never
coming anuwhere pearthis
place again!

Shit!
I can barely see! Spotis
in MY enes ...

... Pace
Peels like ... I
think burned?

Hurts ...

What the hell happened to
everybody while I was in with the
dolls 7 People resisting me right and
lePt, Alicia can make lightning ...

This is still my
space, Micia. I
control it, no matter
what you do. You
don't own it!

And that
means I can
delete it.
IP I can't have it,
no ohe elée can.

Goodbye.




> ... a real disappointment, Zeke. M i il -l y_reason you
[ Claybon and I are getting our asses kicked et T et c!
. and you haven't done shit. ' o Tl e SN S i5 becavse you
] " P 8\ needed My =
- ST &  and Clayton had a

—— - > ¢ P B | scheme, You included me T
| ' ' s A e - S 8 just because it was easier
" ' "= 3 8 than having to shut me up, a
; and anyway everybody

\  knows I'M harmless,

\ Pight? I'm 3 big joke.

Kﬂ g

S
e

o )
=,

f_."...---"'_'_-_llr& e Sl TR T .
e e iy - " I'M tired of that shit. And I'm

/~ _What was I supposed tobe |

[ deing? Helping you waste your time | o et o W not going to listen to Wou blaming me

pissing into the wind? Helping _— because your idea Pell apart, like you
e Were depending on me or something.

M. Clayton set things on Pire? & o
> You didn't ask me to do ﬂﬁubhmg. " You wanted MY votes, and that's

.

= "-._.______—______._.-—""‘"#"-H__ '-ﬂ':.-_ Hf’
; because Wou didn't expect me to do ) wh .
‘h‘x anything. You never do. ./ Nhat You gob.

e,

I needed you out T~
there! There were some Fights ™
where they might not have won if
Wou'd been there! I was countingon /|
your support, no matter what T

-~

Wou bhink!

" And what have yov been doing?
[ Roasting your [azy ass by the pool and
\ Screwing your little harem all day long.

o
e

ELSEWHERE.-
i : sorry.
I'm having so Didn't mean
much trouble getting my ko abartle
g head together ... I'm sure it wou.
. must be all that time in the SRS
doll system. Benz

You're not ...

No. I'm nob.
Somecne managed to

. But no one will come _ put MY brain back
inhere ... I can get My together. Woman
concentration back and 1 \ named Chapman
build some new private . ] " ’
spaces ... where they

can’t get to me ...

Chapmans
Hell. S0 she knew ...

Literally

MY last
refuge.

OF course.
They know everything.
They gave vs these little
gadgets. Genivs, really. They
do one thing: they track yov.
We've known everywhere publi¢
you went. And they have a way to
Took me MUCh signal everyone else. Not sure how
longer than it should | they managed that with the

have to readlize Ben network down.

couldn't possibly have e )
locked me out of it REPD R WS \ IP Clayton hadn't been too

DRt L Wipahim .. \_ stubborn to vse his alert,
N bhey'd have had you 4
N Westerday. £ 2

" 5
L - .
"‘i---l""

Ben ... I'm sorry. I didn't want
to do what I did to you ...

~ gpare me. We could have
talked it through, but You didn't
bother. You wiped my brain, Melinda.
You think an apolegy's going to
cover that?

You're out of time, Wou
know. You've burned too
many bridges. They have to Pind
a permanent solution For wou,
or some powerful people are
going to be vpset.

It's a private
space. One of yours,
actually. A scenario you
never went back and deleted.
There's only one way in right
But this is Wour lueky how, and you're lucky I
day. I'm prepared to offer you N, Memembered how to B . .
a refuge. Don't ask me Why. Really, open that. “iﬁ;f;?ﬂufﬁ;hﬁﬁim
I should hand Wou over to them and OP dourée. it won't be 4aPe
cheer. Maybe it's becavse some of “Bop Wol to leave it Db~
those powerful people really e !
piss me ofF. Uh-huh
I thought you would.



You can't just
walk around
doing that to

people!

IN THIS ISSHE:
PUSK COMES EARLY TONIGHT TO CENTRAL CITY, mamssmmmmm
BEWARE, CITIZENS, THE STARTLING SCHEMES OF ...

_-‘__

50 You said you want
to check out this new
"Hive" ¢club tonight:Z

i Thr-zrrs r:emalﬁt. of §
buzz aboutk it/

I HAVE AN
IPEA THAT'S
ACTUALLY
FUMNY.

LSt R R L
.

-
Ill;lfl"l'l-ll‘l‘l'l‘lllll‘l‘l b
FEERRE =8

SouU TWO
Neel BeTTek
MATERIAL.




BUTALL I5 NOTAOST!
FOR TWIO INTREGIRKEROES HAVE HAPPENED UPON THE SCENE OF THE SHENANIGANS ...

You ¢an spot her
betiter. l'o some recon,

apellbinder's work, . whireﬁé E;[fg tjﬂi”ﬂ%p.ghege
A (" ) OF k.

You think?

L L] — -"I-. bl
-—_—_._-__'?
—— ——
— Fa
71~ 1
| . . -'.-_;.-*-;- ™ n i 4 :-‘E—I
s ! -
N ,_.::;' u__‘.";_ﬂ;" - — -
. E
L
ri
-

Has to be.

Look at their Paces.
Besides, no one else
has that twisted
sense of homor,

.'f" I

A

Heyl/!
4top Where
Wou are!

My third %
eVe tells me
she's just vp

S dhead ... 4

Al right, Pirst
Wou're going to undo
Whatever you did to
her, and then Wou're
- going to come With
Me quietly.

-\l f'

n L
Hey/T mean it!
Pon't make me use MY | ol

mental Porce on You-- /

MENTAL
PORCE? THAT )
20UNDPS ggl;'ir; o
PROMISNG. e
k HAPPENS WHEN

YOU Use IT FOR
SOMETHMG LESS
BORMCG.

SOON AFTER ---

ard ! ]
happened? : IA;;E:%@
Nightwave, i be less boring ...
what are You
doing#

help You be less
boring too ...




NOT VeRY
MUCH,
APPARENTLY.

Nightwave, ¢'mon! §
Break out of it!
You're supposed to
have natural |
resistance to this /
kind of thing! /

-'i

) POUBT
SOU'LL PO ANY
BeTIER.

) B
[ have
news.

H.:I'I.I,ll' dflﬂl Lﬂ.:l e
THEt‘IE' I|:|t|
supposed to-- 4

You're not supposed
to bein here!

He lied bo me!
He told me it was saPe! |

I can still get Gl
away ... there are A : An army.
other places in here | % That's what 11l do.
to go ... You won't :
cateh me ...

=
w—

I'll neverlet wou
caboh Me ...

St g - | 2 = ' , By the t_L‘-'-e she
' L\ : ] _ Pinds me, I'll have so
1 - b = Many people under my
o> control Ghat I can
overwhelm her. = {'-_"::--q__

——— o

she's not going
to Gake me by
SUrprise again.



SOME TIME LATER --- — Not at all ... and

that's sort of the problem. The ™,
people Who get your service \.I
apparently all love it 80 MUCh that |,

e

f"“:lL o g
/ No,no,it'snotan
/ mve-imgatrcm*We just want to
\ be able to assure our viewers ]' ; 2
' that it's saPe. A : o AL

Ak, So I'm Y

accused of :
-+ .-
| ?

providing
I haven't -

. Something
~_people like.

l accused you of
\\ anything ..

customers.

_-"'"-

AN
F N

- 'If-."-.‘.‘. .__"" i

r

;‘i‘F"

] "
ST e e

"'-.,{... ..--""__-_._._‘_'_"""'--..

But Ms. Hou, iP T =
gwe Wour viewers t‘-haﬁe
assurances, I'm
conceding something ‘,
_ baseless.

| (\

o Wha would anyone “'«
/" Peel there are concerns \ |
about saPety here in the |

\ Pirst place? What rUMOPS,

\wau!d I be digniPying? /

H""--._ e _""-..1 l
i “liave there been® \ P
complaints? ) o

In...""h..'."[ -

—

r-" = ‘-IJ ., |

S | |

( n
-"‘L

"'--._..._,___,_.-—-""-_hb:ah"-

gorry, can't
hear you.

—l—'_._‘_h!—
o "

g e e : "
/" Dispose of her S A new one came
\ belongings. ,:' L I S e [ through the line a Pew
| S T X ; _ Mmihutes ago ...

—

i, ——

-“H‘\.__
b

e

. I'm going
( downstairs to see )
N\ bhe outcome. :

YES, MA'AM.
I WAS JUST ABOUT 1O
INITIALIZE HEE.

Are you
Punctional®

LONFIEMED. ' /
v i

7 Now, see, isn't it
MUCh More relaxing to
L ok b Iclaro et

" \_  bhought?

=

v CONFIRMED.

J--’

¥ That's what I like to hear.

\ We just need to get you one thing and
3 then wou'll be all set.

"
T,

There we go.
Now you're nobody. One of My robots. ™
No one will ever know Wou were 5amethmg ‘.
else once a long time ago. |
\  It's Pading Prom your memory already.
‘-.._ You are only this. o
~Jou've never been anything etse

._|_‘_‘__
—

S

Lhey become permanent ‘ff"__ 4

e
e _|-__‘_‘_

‘_..-r"" e,

7 Mﬂ Hou, I reaily da \
/ think the best way to Hﬁ
5hcrw WoU how harmless
our relaxation sessions
. areistolebyov
\  experience one.on

i bhe hovuse.
. Uk ] "_.ﬂ't‘__.ﬂ"’ '«\ ‘III_,II'
. i -
— ; ." - -‘--‘-‘-‘_‘_-_._.__-Fr

J:;:::- -._‘_\
“Ch,no, 1 b
don't think

Now go to your
storage area and
deactivate until you

xxF-ECEf'H’E instructions.

J"IL'II"IJH i & ‘\ .
Erasing someone gets me
wet every dammed time ... I 1
sometimes wonder if I should |

have given you robots 7 rﬁupmgg I'll just have
genitals. |’ to go work oPP this sexuval

\_ tension on my own.
Aoy Y

—

-—____‘_-_-_._._'_,..-r

=




Delusions of _ . A
grandeur? . Thereyou are! \ ; 2 LSRN There are hundreds of them.
I've been wondering when j 8 o %o P Even with that sword, Wou can't
Wou'd show up. ' . possibly get through them all.

You see, I'm
ready Por you
bhis bime.

Attack
her/

Get: away Prom me!
@et away’ :
Don't you dare! - How did
she doit?
How is it
possible?

Who said I was
going to try?

Thew're ail
going to be after
- me ... I need to go
I have a new - someplace where
program Por them I ' there aren't
think they'll like b robots ...
Much betiter, - ¥

@ P
- T Y

[—
o !

= What are you doing?
= Stopl/

—_ Have you lost your minds?
N

1
/ —
b '

e l-r""_.".k‘__,.ﬂ-*-. b Il..r“-.,‘_ ‘Ir-‘i- -4

,.-'""I’- She's
[ aPter me!
Thew're all
. after me! 4
- e

e

3 G Y On, I've arrived just intime! \ <
( Help me Pight -.J | T guess it's hard to get loyalby | — Make them stop!
\ themoPP! \ by Porce, huh? i Make them stop!!

o, T, =
i,

b

-"\.‘
._“h u
et .
= e,
_-—|_

o -
o i |
___.-l-"""’ L N
e — L oy S




Only one way to
get out oF this ...
have to Pocus ...

Look at you. Not 8
thought in your heads. IP you're
going to be dumb as dirt, you
might as well be trolls.

At least that way you might be
worth something in a Pight.

Pon't just stand there
and gawk! she'll be coming
after me! We have to
dePend ourselves!

DePend the castle! : Only Pive people to
Don't let anyone in! . make into trolls ... and all of
And if they do get in ... the them were out in the grounds Lots o good places in
puiu .. OF coursel'd end up in @ here to hide, though.
castle that's deserted ... =

It may
be enough.
The castle's
gates are
barred and
there's no
other
entrance.

I oniy
have one
chance ...

Right: under
me, and I'll Pali
throughit ... %

( bBebweenthat 8
2 and the trolls, it will
\_ be very hard Por her

( togetinhere.




“good idea? The
hieroglyphics on
, Lhe door said-- |

: I think I've Pound
"Trespassers . : Lhe main burial
will be dismembered." champer!
Yes,
Aren't Wou inberested in
the possibility of a great;
archaeological

discovery?

Let's see ...
This is about a
Woman ... oF high
birth ... Ooh
Apparently she
was not a very

dure, but My Rice person.

student healbh
insurance doesn't cover T .
: 15 this her
d réu'ﬁ-e.*i‘ut'é e rita 3

bomb?

| - e
] ] 2 3
o
{; ~ P
i

AN TN

K

NICE THING 10 DO.

She's not
going to get me
this time ... I ¢an
still get away ...

o7 che's W

( not going to get )
C me ... Tl get away ... )
¥ She won't Pind me

- .

going to get me ...
[ can get away as
mary times as1 9
e
AT
Mk ilin €W




A I the only one who's
really curious what's going
on in there?

We'd have to put you in
there with her to Pind out.
It shouldn't be too big a risk, as

I'm surprised. You're
hot the type to take
vindictive pleasure.

It's not that at all!
I just don't have any idea
what her peraonal hell looks
like. Not even a good guess.

long as wou don't get too cavght
up in it to recall ... &

r"’ That's assuming it's
\_ even working.

It's working. I don't know
what's actually happening, but I
got medical to give me data on her
brain activity. It's consistent with
repeated cucles of ... bhings she

t“' Finds very vpsetting.

... No, probably a
bad idea.

Well, she told o0&
she'd Porgotten how to
recall. We'll see.

4o she really is
Making this Por
herself? How is that
possible? Does she
redlize she is?

]

. -4
She really is. Cobermaver -
wasn't Iying to her: the space
she's in /s one of her lePtover
passive scenarios. And since it's
hers, we can only alter it in

very limited ways.

The thing is, Melinda is
actually a pretty brilliant
visvalizer, with a lot of
imagination. Don't Porget, those
hit passives Cobermayer put
oLt were her work.

7 But we only needed to do

one thing to it. One trap.
Ironically, seeing how it's her, it

was a mental suggestion.

She doesn't seem to be
able to use Ghat ability to
maniPest ouvt in the common spaces,
which is why she started making
trouble via proxies whe could. Bub
inside one of her own spaces ... AN

It got applied when
8 anything goes.

she ported in. The
rest is all her.

/
el

7 What | N There's no way we could possibly

( happens iP she |
v recalls?
H""-—..._______,..—-"""

=
IF she remembers how ...
Well, if she wakes all the way
Lp, she can choose to leave
. Sleep. We can't stop her, and
S We wouldn't want to.

S,
e,

&

But if she reenters,
she's going to mentally be so
stuck on that loop that she'll
probably just end vp right back
in it @5 soon as she tries to
go to Sleep again. .

"Probably.” N

No longer one of my

have come vp with any kind of
punishment scenario as efPective as
one she dreamed vp herself.

As Por whether she
realizes she's in her own loop
... I have no idea.

And I'm not sure if it'd be
better or worse iP she did.

Pavorite words. 4
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What are you
going tio do with

We'll need to tell a covple of
the ... ah ... P

Barkers, so they know this is
over with. Leyna and I will tell
Serene ... When she's a little less
distracted. Would wou mind
letiting Pavline know?

Not at all.

It stays in here.

This is one of my staging
spaces. [ ¢an get in and so can
Leyna, but nobody else. For extra
security.

Po you want access too?
Just in case?
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...he, Idon't
bhink 0.

‘In Fact, I think Il go drop by Ehere right now."

On! sorry, 1
didn't realize you
had company ...

At this peoint, I
wouldn't object to
shouting it in the
street.

Naomi, you may not
remember My mother,
Ruth. It's been years
since you've seen her.

Mother, you
remember Naomi
Coleman. Several of vs older
¥ Barkers have had enough
| of this intramural Pighting.
y Not b0 mention the
collateral damage.

Mother was just
telling me some
important information.

Mother, there's no This is going to
reason Naomi can't come o an end, no
hear it, is there? i matter what we have to

y | do to end it.

We're intervening.
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PLUS: ONLY THE END OF THE WORLDP, NO BIG PEAL
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