MIENING IN SERENITY-

THIS IS JANICE GRELL.- YoU MAY HAVE

’ SEEN HERE AT THE END OF LAST ISSUE-

- y
" ~
o\

L

N

But I knew
Wou'd have to
come home
eventoally.

- T . S ——
:,‘ AT /"Fell, I have no Shce et 4 ! !
OHK, Fell, you * : \

: (1 : "X [ idea ' Blake, I didn't come ovt 'y
Pound Me. | . . A !‘aah‘ he was i 1 {'.. idea ﬂhatl youre . r i i e ) ]
HaIW get; the el o y | ] “ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁi" t L ; _Earhmg about. of My p l;;gi _Epa#e 4
aWay From Me. 4 - B B | hiding here in i {0 s -
== | . | Serenity. He might L B 1 I onlv decideda -?eini'
I'mM not going S v  even hq;' € ﬂﬂb‘;*f"‘ o1 -+ Month ag 50 ago it was Yo
back to him, and if ' | 0;:["’ 3’;9 : 9 & oS saPe to come out once ina |

You try anything, b, Lhese aays. o | : while. But I haven't left  J

I'll-- 4 Holdon. . . LT - Serenity. At all. &

\ | & | | \
[ Ijust thought, since X ' & 'L : : = -ﬂ‘@ﬁ
You'd obviously L it M,
spotted me, we could ¥ _ mg&d uf hfgﬂi an T
and save us both < 1 laibiiit”

s0Me trouble. ' ' 4 . T? X
But then you show Lp in S A

: '\£ &
the Cobbles going arouvnd , B.A X Now
with Jdonah Ulster, of all I \ pledse go
people? Dancing and dining ; ; . b Away.
_ and rubbing it his Pace? 4 . Pl -

How did wou Ehink he
was going to react?

e =

STORY AND IMNGES BY TRILBY




i
L

. R ¥
MEANWHILE, IN THE COBBLES --.

o
Y Now how'd S
7 Wou get in here?
Do you just go
around trying
" doors? That can get
A You into trouble,
B WoU know.

e/,

Ly i | ..—-'—.'T'-_'_

Ty,

Ineeda
Pavor.Not a \
big one. I just
can't doit |

myself. /

o, ‘1.

o

¥
= -

.

I'm going bo
need More than
that to go on,

Ms--
i

I've been here
bePore many
bimes, Piet.. You
just don't
recognize me.

f A = 5
/. ustcallme N

/ Janice. *
S/ Don't worry, I'll give you
— all you need ... but You
have to promise that
most of it doesn't

Which is understandable. [eave this room.

Kira's
actually the
reason I'm

here. I need to
Pind her. It
important..

We won't be ‘.. —— '
open Por hours.

I'm not sure
about anything
right now, Cas.

i
=

@irl, where have you A
been¥ We all gave up - 3'- 4
: hope. kira Pigured the i
I came to Pind gprue got You.

You, Cas., Wou. kira's done a

vanishing act too. Not like
Wou, but we've barely seen
her the last two wears.
Somebody probably knows
Where she is, bub I 4

There was a ... bh, I
had a relationship go bad.
Realbad. It wasn't safe Por

I wasn't sure Wou
were even still working
here, but you were the
best chance of Pinding

somebody I had ...

That's itZ "Hi,
where's Kira, sorry no
, one's seen me in like
s Pour years, bye?" People were
2 sedrching Por wou!

me to come out. Might still
net be. I thought it was,
but I'm not sure now.

7 But you don't '
have to go back
into hiding!

don't know who.

All right.
Thanks

- ' He's not over
fas, I df-:i!H't.I know who I ib, Cas. I
could trust. I Pelt like I was 1| brﬁir‘:fﬁﬁfﬂt
completely on My own. The Sl s
only thing I could come up
with was to hide.

OK, 80 geb LS in @
on this. You have W
Priends, Janice! You Tl
have a network. We
¢an all keep watch
Por him, or
something.

EUBY HAS AN UNEXPELTED VISITOE.

LS

g Piet, I should get this
clear right vp Pront: I don't like
the Cobbles, and I don't like
Mmost of the people init.

i
— ——,

7 Iunderstand.
I Peel exactly the
~ Same way about
|| . Serenity.
Y o o

; - ) - i

Touche. )

"

¥ But what I mean
i5, Why should I take on
somebhing in the Cobbles
at all7 I don't care what
the people there do to
each other,

And on the word oP a
stranger--!

I mean, not a complete
stranger, your reputation
precedes Wou and it's not

bad, but I don't actualiy
know you. Why risk it?

Because she
insisted you were
the only person who

s covld do ib.
~ Thave
/ Priends there who
( handle that kind of
thing all the time--I
~¢an send you to
N them--

- |

/  Thab's not the
{ point. she asked Por
| you. She went Lo some
\ Pisk to come to me to
ask me to get you.

Listen, wou and I
don't trust each other,
that's understandable. But
khowing what I know, I trust
her ... and it seems she
trusts you.

And if she's right about
what's geing on, she's not
overreacting. This is something that
could go bewond "what the people there do
to each other" very quickly. Even if wou
don't like the Cobbles way, I assume Wou
don't want this slopping into the other
zones. Or do I misread what wou
think of as your duty?

EESULAR EEADEES HAVE SEEN PIET &ONCE BEFDEE, IN #24. BUT ONLY BRIEFLY.

Maybe.
You're right,
though, I can't
keep hiding. I need
to deal with him,
one way or
another.

That was
low, Piet.

They
don't sting if
they're not:
accurate.

... All right.
It won't be todaw;
I've got other
commibments.
I'll go Lomorrow.

And I'm not
Making any

promises. I might
not be able to

keep them.




A BACK BOOM IN THE CLOBBLES. JONAH ULSTER IS
HAVING A QUIET DISCUSSION WITH AN ACRQUAINTANCE.-

—

e

-

-

What do you want,

». ( --Whaaaaaaaaz?

"H.“‘_

'|-|.|_‘_‘_

... bhis is really
weird ... boss.

My head's messed
vp too ...

What ...

me to do?

Give me 8
reason.

You annoy me,
JiIMMY.
Seems like everything I do
these days, there you
are, in my Pace.

I get it. It's a little
pond. You Pigure the best
L 'Way is is bo latch onto one
' of the big Pish.

But: you need the right
temperament For that,
Jimmy boy, and you don't

have it. Look at wou.

And don't take it ofP

(" Put this on.
\ Por love nor money.

4

That'll
passin a
Mminute.

o
OV, but
whi do I need
Lo look like
this?

——

7 Bub I'm
( sympathetic,
y o JIMMY, T am.

\.“‘
M

-f
o~

/7 You want to move

( Lp? I have a wau.

Position in ME
organization. Big
N\ opportunity For you.

8

-~

/" Not exactly what you
( had in mind, and it'll take
\ some adjustment. Bub I'm
\ 5Ure You're up Por it.

.
“-—

T

S

-

,...f'"ErTI ¢an just make you
bleed every day until You
502 SpMe Sense,
Your choice.

You're not the only
one who wants to climb
up around here.

W
'?‘ I got tired of doing it the
{ rough way. You ¢can beat: these
¢lowns o a pulp and it won't
teach them a thing.

.

7" There's more than one
way to do it, though.

I'm going to give Wou Your own

\ie

personal operation.

» ’,a— ‘

(" All right, now wh-- }

B,

e

.,

dareful on the\“)
shoes now.

b

B etk

g
N

{ Welcome tio the Sirens.

b

o

e

-

S

1

L -




pe e WL T
ELSEWHERE IN THE COBBLES.

Damn iti, Fell, I was just
about to have lunch. IP you tell
me something bhat spoils my
digestion--

Nothing spoils your
digestion, Blake.

You really should aveid eating in
places where your shirt
matches the tablecloth.

2aus the man who
only wears shades of
gray. Anyway, it's an
entirely different pattern. J
What did you get?

I tailed her Por
two days. She only
went out 6o have meals
and shop a little. She
hever lePt Serenity. o I
) gave up and just
- == talked to her.

— h-
/--' She hasn't left

/ Gepenity in a long time.

{  She barely leaves her
private space. she hasn't
been tio the Cobbles. And

she doesn't know who

Jonah is.

And you believe
that?

Already
uhdressed and on
the bed. Foreplay is
a lost art.

Likke you've ever
heeded it.

Besides, I'm
desperate. You don't get
enough nights ofP. I haven't

Seen You in weeks. :

Desperate,
MY ass. fou've
got how many
regular lovers
REnONE Yes,but none of
them are Wou.

Flattery will get yov Y
everywhere.,

W She'stheone N
| who disappeared
just beFore the
sprue?

A Pew months before,
! She'd been oPf and on even
Lhen. She said today she was
real involved with some guy. I A8
s guess it didn't end well. 48

She showed vp at the
¢lub this morning. Looking
Por Kira. She and kira
were pretty close.

" As a matter of

Fact, I do.

> Why would she try a lie ™

that big? She could have just
said "go to hell." She could have
53id nothing. You don't claim wou
don't know somebody when it's

easy to check, unless you're
I~ sbupid, and she isn't. .

.
e 2 -'_._—

S

o Bullshit!
/IR it's sp easy to check,
t‘ why didn't you check it,
N like I asked wou bo do?

o
yr e

"

L r Wb
uﬁ}:d;"’ .'-l-.ll"
Pt R 2 . w = # AT

S e Ta e

- . .

i & g
i I

I 38w hen! ,
I hope pou’r*e hot going 6o
A claim I've Porgotten what
—__she looks like--
No, of course not. And ™
I'm not sauing wou didn't
see what you saw. Bub I
bhink, wWhoever you saw, it
isn't Janice Grell.

20 who is itZ You're saying
Ulster's going around with a
woman who looks like Janice just

to get under My skin?

—

-,

that's a pretty big leap.
I don't know if Jonah even |
knows Who wou are, /.  Everybody
hnawar:who I am,
ell.

dpeaking of your immense
and horny social circle, isn't Kira )
Westmine part of it? r—

-

Uh ... well, she was.
she's practically been a
recluse the last couple of

Wears, I think she's been

. busy acting-- .~

Yeah.I g
hadn't seen §
her either. I was
wondering if you
knew where
she wWas.

... Why
are you looking
Por her?

I'mnot.
Janice arell is. She
came back Prom the

dead today.

.. Oh. Yeah.
Jusb thinking.

C'mon, bring that over here.

Hit the light:s, would You ¥




A GRUBBY BAR IN THE COBBLES. CUFF PUECELL LIKES T2 USE IT AS AN OFFICE-

I don't want to kear it/ : e »

When I tell you to do something, I Get thab concession.
Pucking well expect Wou to Do whatever you need to do. Don't
Pucking do it show Your Pace to me until you do.

Bk, Mr.
Purgell ... he
refused to--

Pid I not just say
didn't want to hear it

That's the idea.

P

(Wi there!

- ‘ﬂ_ e

Come in like that, you'd
better be ready Por it to
get real personal.

(" We're going to have a
redlly good time.

o :"'-J‘J-F.—._-_-_-_H-‘-H"-_‘
¥ You know, I fou get right b0 \
- vsvally try to _ | ff don't You 4
know @ little o : o o
meore about : ;
1somebody before
I take them
home ...

/ Aw, don't
" worry, honey. I'm
( harmless. I just
~want Wou to have
b soMme Fun.

It's what I'm
here Por.

Let's get you
out of that. I bet
Wou look even
better with your
shirt: ofP.

."“ “k. ,

e

S0 ... ah ...

any chance we can do
that again ... some o

time real soon?

I'm nots going
anywhere.




INTERLUDE.
y_ 4

THE WIDE-EYES COMFPLUND, 2UT IN THE AWAKE WELELD.
rﬂ. E ——
—

ﬁ THIS IS JOLEE MADISON.-
‘- 8 THE REAL JOLEE MADISON.

IT'S BEEN THEEE AND A HALF
YEARS SINCE SHE WOKE UP IN
A PLACE SHE DIDN'T EXPECT
TO BE, WITH N& MEMORY OF
HOwW SHE &OT THERE. IN
FALT, FOR A LONG TIME
AFTERWARD SHE HAD
TEOUBLE RBEMEMBERING
MUECH OF ANYTHING .

SHE'S BEEN &RADUALLY
PUTTING THE PIECES BACK
TOGETHER SINCE THEN.

SHE'S NOT HAPPY WITH WHAT
SHE'S LEARNED.

Hello, etriver.

Try anything, or
Make any lovd noises,
and this goes right into

Wour Pucking neck.

Loes
E fl i
I Pinally got . d“;:gi ﬁg;ﬁhab
somebody to admit you = =
were the one to ask. s0. The Puck you don't!
Tell me the troth. The
Whole story. They tell me You were the one
benind it.. You and Nat spruill.
It was just the two oF you.
Noboay else.

And I can't Pind
spruill, so it's gonna
have to be Wou.

What the Puck did wou
two do, and why'd fget
dragged into it

That's what you destroyed
MY iPe Por? Your stupid Pucking
cavse 7 Did you know I was going off
to try o have a baby When you
Pucked everything vp?

I sure hope it was worth
it to you, becavse--

spruill was some kind of data genivs. *-‘-:f;;—f_i
She h%&i a way to make ... a bomb, I'suppose. Or ™\ | gl -
a virus. We recruibed a8 woman named sharl to be the |~ I~ Bub b0 get Sharl into Sleep, they had to %
carrier. When she dob into Sleep, and it went oFF, Lol take advantage of Some kind op sccurity Plaw BN
Slesp woold be destroyed. .. I never got; the details, but they swapped you No ... it ... ah ... ‘
It would come apart. Por her, 50 the system thought She was you. it didn't work. __

Then spruill brotght you here. /
P gns 4 " Whatz?

b o
Well, I mean ... Sleep isn't

destroved ... there would have been
people Plooding out ... I don't khow What
went wrong. Maybe spruill does ...

Word of what we Mavbe she did it on purpose ... '
were trying got out. I Where is spruill?
don't khow how. There'd
always been a group of

Wide-Eves who didn't actually
want to destroy sleep, who
didn't like our Pocus on that.
When they realized what we'd
tried, they attempted to
throw our group out of
leadership.

Blood was shed.

You missed all of it,
begause Yol were
mentally in such bad shape
that Wou never left the
infirmary during the
whaole thing.

They lePt--with
most of our supplies,
the traitors--and once

we'd pulled curselves back
together, we realized
Sprull had escaped
during the Pighting.

She told me
she'd been banned
Prom Sleep, so 1
suppose she's out there
somewhere, iP she ~
managed to survive, o

That's all I
kNow.




THE COBBLES, NEXT MOENING-

-u-.-l-..l-.-q_ i

There's no way — Suatiil Bl
around it, though. IP he | WA
hasn't given up on it aPter all E;;.T:,;q;‘; 3
bhis time, he never will. ) e e

I wish I
could have
Pound Kira.
She'd know - v e b e s g Yt ‘ I'm going o
Whelkshs 4o, BRI | ke - e have to deal with

Blake once and Por all,
or I'm never going to
' et any peace.
God, my Peet: don't g yp __

even want to walk up .
these stairs. My Peet are _A™

smarter thanIam. )

just wish I knew
what the hell I was
going to do.

Doesn't help
that I have no
good place to

Piet asked <
me not to talk to
Janice
directiy--too ¢
risky Por her. S B

I need to talk to someone < =%
who has their ear to the grouond X
and can maube throw me a clue L5

about what Ulster's up to. Y

P Ash and Maire might have something Hh
... iIFI ¢an Pind them.

o % ‘ -'l'_.j:.-f - .
e, o =i b _._I-.

T L Sy o -.-r_ 1 P
1.'::1."' :F:-,. e

I hate this place. ) | . go ..,_. 3 'ﬁ.-- e i :'“*i.'.'-"ﬂ'"-'“'-:-n

Bunch of wanna-be ; L R s RN e
crimelords spending their : C - Rt s B e : e S
days running grift and
beating the shit out of
edch other ...

Why am I doing K9™®
, this, again?

Lhere might be
someone else I do
y know how to Pind ...

EUE‘H martinez. ... and that's the sitvation. Hﬂr'.f'i'ta”!ﬂ Lhis is where I'd

s Anything I can get is more aak why T .
- ¥ I should give wou any
THIL;H;,?;@EE?&E than I have. inPormation at all. You have a great
A deal of unoPPicial jurisdiction in
Serenity, but none here, and I don't
imagine the Boss will welcome

Wour presence.

Ms. Lee.

Nice to Finally meet.
Your reputation
precedes Wou.

But ... I agree with
Ao don Piet; bhat this i5 seriovs.
= ' I've been watching Jonah's
activities and they're
starting to alarm me.

Thank wou, Dorie, Poes the Boss know
Wou may go. Wwhat's going on?

I'haven't told him.

He avoids direct contact, which
is Pine with me. His agent, Treece,
misses very little. Eibher she's told
him and he's dismissed it, or she's

decided it's not worth telling
him about.

I don't have much to give you,
Mind. Only one suggestion.

Not: all of Jdonah's people are "on
assignment.” He keeps some of them as
general street Porce, apparently. There's
a particular bar where they tend to
go When they're not needed.

H
I S -
She probably has  JRaatttias Sl
absolutely no idea that 800008
it's gone to hell. ’-’f}_ ey

-

. ' |‘f -'|I.|-.:i'-r-l| -I|Ij'| "i\'.

_1_,..|--;||.|..,"' Thiﬁiﬁhﬁd_
This i very very bad.

W |

)

: 'LH;'"""—"

.

.

(]

I've got to Pind her
bePore it gets worse.

I

i ot B

I'll try the
apartment Pirst.
Postpone the inevitable %
just a bit ...




Fell, I've
decided.

Jonah Ulster is a
problem. I'm going
afber him.

That's a horrible idea.

I know Wou.
You're one of
that crew Prom
gerenity who
thinks you can
J\'\E"E'E' "-"n"irtlh
anything you
want.

Oh,
thanks 3
lob. /

P
-'!

Why do I even
let you balk to me
that way?

‘ /" Youdon's N\
[ have any right
| to get in Cobbles
\ business.so |
"-fbagl out of iti. 4

<

Because wou
have just enough
good sense to keep
one person arovnd
Wou who'll Gell you
the truth.

to get one.

I know Hou, too.

You work Por the
boss of this Zone.

Damn it
Fell, she's

supposed to be
with me!

Jonah
has all kinds "\
of resources You \
don't. He plays in
arenas Wou don't.
You're & minor
restavrant baron.
He's one of the
Mmajor operators
in the Cobbles.

He's probably
barely aware you
exist. Why would wou
want to attract his
attention?

Actually, that's
rhetoric. I know
perfectiy well why,
but: I want to hear
You admit it..

I need her.
I want her back.
IF I take him apart--

~=5igh--
All right,, but I'm telling wou,
Wou're outmatiched. You're not
going to be able to "take him
apart"” with the resources
You have.

I krow that.
That's why I'm going

to geb help.

\
’,’ v A e 1
g r* ¥ _
Look, it just sounds like a i ¥
pretty good gig, Y'know? I ¢ . L]
want in on it, s'all. 1
I o L]
invitation only. Yeah, I know. I y #
ﬂfneam I got that. What '
want Lo know is, who Tua
do T ot talk £t st werna hesp
get an invite? younselves.
2
i ) IP wou
” ’ don't already
i - know that, then
W e You're not likely - '

You must
really want your
ass kicked. .~

You're their pet thug.
They say hop, You ask
how high.

I don't know
Why You were
handing them
that line of ¢rap,
but: T do know
this:

I'm investigating an
E.Ir:i‘aLIE.If pr‘-ﬂbﬂem. E-QJ'.'uEtuthQ
Wou sure as hell won't: clean up,
because your boss doesn't give a
shit, and that means Wou
don't either.

No ... but iP kicking
Wours will shuk Yoo vp,
let's get it over wibh.

50 how about
Wou get out of
MY Pace.

P
i

([ ...Imight )
¢ have picked the
y Wwrong Pight. §
=ik y

e

o’




B 1%
: {an barely ~
ol stand aPter that one ' I
"'GHEEG'HHE-ffrﬁflﬂain_.I',ﬁ-. . |
keep her off ... 4 —— =t A J co,

B bt
.

° ' i Y, & 1] ..Ioweyoualot ...

Check this shit out!

Damn, is that
Treece?

Yeah, and she's down!

—

You weren't
invited.

-
-
=,

And don't you
get any ideas,
either.

Right behind wou.

EiEdy rvrerid P B R

-
-
L
-
-
-
[
-
-
-
-
-
-

Adaarrrghhl!

Guess we'll
call it 8 draw
then.

Blake, what the s pm— B veah, yeah.

hellZ Since when do a1 W > . .
Wou come b0 MY (i e el Panny, what are N 1 get: bhe picture.
A\ private space? 5 T Wou doing? You're not e wou arovd,
| ' f going to keep me :
waiting, are you? 4

/s sorry, Danny. N
[ Couldn't Pind Wou )
\ anywhere else and
5 ib's important.

e,
S

et
o -

R 0

-|.

- —

/~ Look, we have to ™
" do something about
Jonah Ulster or he's
\ going to drive vs all
. 0Vt of business. -

S

( I'mbrying to get @\

\_ group together.

s
o

-
-
-

.-'"f EI h ;i@

r Well, see, the thing
N, dbout that is ...
] ¢ We were just

Finishing up.



A woman was
asking about joining
the Sirens.

Except ... I know her.
She's Ruby Martinez.,

You know, From
cerenity?

disturb You ...

anérl"n:irep_ WIE'”. that
s0lves MY gl:'lrﬁg

into a tailspin over
what I'd 5ay iP
Jonah answered.

Either
nobody's home or
they're too busy

Pucking to answer
the door.

I want to =~
know everybhing S
You khow. -

& 1don't give @
damn if you
Lhink it's a risk.
I'm @ bigger risk
51 to you, if wou

e

m don't tell me. /

You ... UR ... -
DPamn, I think you're
. redlly serious.

_—

7 You stand here and
say that--to me--with a
straight Pace and expect

me to believe it?

We're not nearly ready
Por & big move wet. And they
absolutely cannob know

about the lab.

Alsp, Treece was
there. Listening. I think
we weren't supposed
to see her.

I don't knowiP they

were together, but ... 7 Bob I'm expecting '\

[ some new equipment }
| any minute now that
may solve this.

L ] bt ¢
HAMM. | “_“‘“"*a\\ i
Thank you Por telling me. el i 7 Onceit'sready,it N0
Treece has been sniPfing —/ couidbe worth the rfﬁh). ey

around Por weeks. IP | to take steps to deal
she's escalating ... N, With those two.

Y
!.!
+
»

2 I mean, I know

'- F. l! I
< B
-3 -
- ol N
7 ButJanice ‘— ' : :
j' wasn't at the / : ; »
4 apartment either, 5o now ) - Now where bygerr
-y 1havenoidea whereto § [ wouldIgoiPl )
- look Por her. - . % Were Janice? 3

o - (. E
B

| what her vsval orbit /.
vsedtobe ... but
that's probably ¢

changed ...

.-.---—"—'_"'-'

“Ulater, like Jonah
Ulster, right?

£ That'stwicein oo o

== S two daws somebody "'.,'_
sl Lhinks I've gob some a8
VSR Lind of connection to L

N

You're his
goddamn lever!
You're in his bed

every hight!

: I don't khow ———_
what's going on here with ™
all you crazy people, but I never
heard of Jonah Ulster before |
yesterday morning, andI ~ /
definitely have not beento _~
bEd 1|I'|r|tlh hh‘l"u. _.___--""--*

o

I don't give a

damn what you

believe, lady.
Whoever you are.

I'm going back to
Serenity, where I belong.
8 You want bo ask me any mare
W, VVeird-ass questions, you'll

Y. have to do it there.




7 Well, I gotta

| 5ay, that'd likely |
 bea'no."

Blake Carawy.

Is it true that it vsed to be
“caraway” and you took a letter
out because everybody was
making spicy jokes?

out of contral,
Purecell.

4 Al ) o8
-H.“-i_;"‘:‘ : i
He wants X

everything. He's i
not going to stop |

7/ CuPPPurcell. Is it
true you got that name
becauvse Wou've got a
Pace like a Pist?

/  Gee, that
doesn't match
vp to what I've

been hearing

A about Ulster.

But let's keep it
Priendly, huh? I've got a

business proposition. slial i

We need to Porm a
group. Join Porces
against. him.

What I'm told, he
wants everybody to be
able to do business, Not

interested in shutting
anyone out.

=y
- =

Oh, this should be good.

il . .
All right, lay it: on me. QR e oo in?

-.h LS E L
IR
(L2 I 1 3

iy
i3 R
i, 18

S0 you're You don't
going to use know shit about
Uh-huh. Your dick 6o make My love lite,
ﬁ-”d 1thpe'd o '_"- ﬂEC!ﬁiﬂH‘E - .Fight Purﬂel’rr
you get that R Jo e ime
M Pormation? when Ulster a :
information ipMiee A A LG @o to hell.
eut it ofP.

Hey!

Just becavse you
haven't had a a love
liPe in years is no
reason to--

Hey, how do Wou
sound when Wou're not

keeping it Friendiy?
Juat curious.,

Fil, is tbhat | ’ _
new gear ready? ' , : { IPI get that
Looks like we're going | - ; | : It's not the Par, yes.
to need it ahead of i : e | - MOney.
schedule. —a o 4 = ' —

And wou're not
going tio have a
goddamned thing to
say about it.. You

Look, I'm not know why?

1 going to bake any
8 kind of high ground : ] UL LEE ST
here. I mean, I A\ S — Becauvse I
made You the ' - EERE Y  know Wou built
rings. O R those systems in
{ Thurmer's place. And [
W don't know what went on
in there, but I know
W Thurmer got thrown
i, out of bhe Cobbles.
. For good.®

sure, it's good to
go ... iP I decide to
let you have it.

I'm just not
spre I want to
help wou become King

of the Pucking Cobbles |EEIEIESE Y would love to know
any more than [ already SIS W about the person who
have. I mean, where's [SSRIRERIIIEY  was vital to Thormer
it stop? Are you AR RSN coing whatever the Puck
planning to take on ASSSEEEEINEIEER, it was that got him on
- the Boss¥ -' R the bad list.
ow what's ; R SRR
that supposed to &~ -

; : NERERRARRE Rl 80 make my
kinda looks like  [EEMUUERERNE N Mgy, and wel

HEREAN (T both keep our

Jovare. SSEEEHEENIN mouths shut,

ot how's that?

hot be trying Por

more money. I've —
paid you a T

Portiune.

mean? You better \

#SSLUE #33.

g :
'= 507 [ don't
7 keep her under lock
and key. Maybe she
wanted to do some
shopping there. She
buys a lot of
Clothes.

Lock, I know
bhis is ... ah ...
personal ... but I

thought you'd
N want bo know.

A little while
ago, I saw Treece
talking Lo your
lady Janice.

Treece was N
trying to get her to

tell what she knew about N

the sirens. Janice said
she didn't know /I appreciate your
anything, and she " keeping an eye out, but
left. b . Might now we have more

: - S important Ghings.

e

chi=

*" But she went out
the portal to

A re
sereniti/ Go meet up With the

others. They're arranging ,_
somebhing o deal with a couple

\ of problems, and they'll need S8

) ﬁergbadg Who's at; large. L3

—
T

n
.

e

i -
-



... you're really ﬁégi//‘

interested? We've got
people begging us to

" WeIJ go ret .
bhem m,bhen

IM curious who \
/" told you I was a good
person to balk to. I

7y Exactiy!
You've been with °
Piet Por wears.

L Don't Wou want to
8 improve the nature of
B4 your relationship? I
, Mean, It's kind of
\  imbalanced,
\- P ﬂht $

'j\i

Waurdn‘b _fau

like to be in

control Por a
change?

/8

;.

Y 1 think maybe
=7 Wou don't know as
much about My
relationship with
' Piet as you think |
k"'--.__ Hﬂu do. 4

ﬁngwa

y You've got some
nerve coming in here
aPter what Wou pulled.
Did wou think I'd
Forgotten®

I had two people
leave the business and
the Cobbles after that.
They were good people.

Hard tio replace.

Ml becavse you were

hurt that more people

wanted to go to that
restavrant than yours,

IF you have
something important
ko sau, wou'd better

53y it Past.

This is the

Pirst time I've
Found one alone.

IP she sbays
that way, and I can

track her somewhere to
ask her some questions, %
she might be willing to say

w  SOMebhing she wouldn't %
say if the obhers were
around ...

This is an
ambush.

Probably.

Are we
going in
anyway?

Mean, everybody
knows about me.

" 1t's important.

More important
EHEIH G'Urr ahr
? dfsagreemenbﬁk

T I

i o

= iy

- o

" JonahUlster. |
He's trying to take

\,  over the place.

y It doesn’ i:-
7 look like a bakeover,
L but he's got these
women--everybody I tried
to talk to today had one
hanging onto them. In
Lheir private 's'p.':lr:#r
in their oPPices ...

Haljol 70
Jalarjal
fariario

o
]

" These women, I don't N
now what they're doing, W
el bt iP You get one of them
SERR  around you, all of 8 sudden
. You're happy to let Tanah
do whatever he waﬁtﬁ

= YJ
W

Oh, good, Wou
made it! Come on in.
We've got things to

say to you.

. Wou do know the
Ewo of Us can kick all
Your asses, right?

i

Not; IHI‘.‘-EFE":fﬁd

\T\\ Thanks.
ey

s —

vealous tECEUﬁE A
he hasn't sent; one j_
your way?

(:'. e
Pon't be

Pucking rude.

o~

Ll

iy

--\ Sibiae L&~
'III 3 idif e ....1 -
"4 | - ol F '-l'_. . Py l‘
——— i 1 ad T i
L L . LA - el o
) ™ %

It's no more
ebnoxious than wour
implication of why Ulster
hasn't tried it with me.

He covid have sent me a
~,_Man, Por all you know.

... I'm aware of the problem.

And that's it
You're just going to sit
here while they
investigate?

And assist them, if needed.
I'm not nevtral, nor trying to be.

But the day I have a truce with You, much less

an alliance, is the day hell Preezes over.

Are we going to - :
have to Pight again? S

don't want bo
lose her.

"Well, since Hou
L Mention it ...

We have a
sUrprise.

There's someone investigating ib. /=

if!




... JUSG
~={MPh--

get this on and ...

They're huge, A

=

 Strong, and Past. o

o

But we're going to |
need one or two of  *
, them to staydown or
* the math's gonna--

GET THE GOO!
GET THE GOO!! coT IT!
——HRGH-— TRY TO
‘ HOLP HER




y° IPyou're : | |
[ going to cheat, L 4 7 Come on, Treece!

then I am too. .

| That didn't: disrupt them as much as
. I'd hoped. We need to get out of &
. here before they recover.

s

Here You are, Pinally/
I was beginning to worry.

Your Priend's
egither lying or
they made 3
mistake.

- -. I don't Ghink
-. Treece has ever
y _ said 50 Much as a
e > X word to Me.
/ g 3 B _ i ERAREL / APriend of
; . ! i I"I'HHE EEI-:T tlh'EE ll'|
| saw you talking
& . toTreece \
JAf {5 i . i .-'|I ¥ i
- Al Y boday. Firlab] -_ I haven't seen
T i ! her in daus. I
| /\ . ; dePinitely haven't
4al R . - seen her today.

o

LI

RN pig
';i,:'ffh-ﬂpé Wou
N didn't tell her
anything
vseful,

R Rw

' y '!..
""I"'I"'."E‘J* Jonah! -
I told you I was .
going to be here a

bit, [ate bonight. o i1
h@p You know I'm

opposed o any ' aoing o a

cooperation with Bohiss e P o

Lﬁf flir : % when you're ready.
| ] = #

@
A

Pid you
Porget?

MMMA ...
oh ...

why are wou S0 good?

44
l|
)
i
-
N
=Y o
- iy 1
i = ",.-{- ‘
i '1_~_~
- p - ‘h ‘- i
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-
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=50 ¥
— el k ‘-
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e e . - -
Wl = - ’ ~
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Becauvse one
oF his "sirens”
tried to recruit 7 HAMM,
me this
afternoon. What: did you

tell her?

Forgob to
tell wou at
dinner.

—

I try to ignore the
politics, wou know ...
but have Wou heard
about what Jonah
Uister's vp to?

I told her to go away. N
Not inberested.

L I'maware of it For lots of reasons.

; Why hasn't the
i Boss shut all that
down yet?

He--or she, I
sUppose--seems to not want
to get involved until it aPPects
them personally. A bit
shortsighbed, in my opinion,

but I wasn't asked.
-
Treece surely knows ‘
what's going on--she misses =
very litble--but she may not be b
able to convince the Boss to
take action.
Not in the [east.
B0 Wou reaupu turned
bhem down Flat, eh?
s . o
}:Efr:#n: o ' = _..-!1-:.

.?...r._ﬂ_-r';.d-

3:

. OF course I did!
Were you worried I wouldn't?

g‘gﬁ You're about a

because Poot too long Por
they insisted this bed. sorry

on you taking a about that.
shower. You

They ... they
were going to pub

one of those .
were pretty helmets on me?

gross. Also, we , Hfgﬂt?
wanted 6o -

wash the Yeah.
goo oFP. s I stopped them. I

didn't Pigure you
wanted to work
Por Ulster.

- You were
awake Por it--you
Lhdressed
wourselP--but I'm not
surprised Wou don't
remember. You were
: barely here by
that point.

We were going Also, honestily, you're

You're at Ms. Lee's,

I needed a saPe hovse, and I
don't know a lot of options in
the Cobbles.

Look ... I know
we're not going to
be best Priends or

anything but--

Mhpmmm/

to give you something avery big person as it is.

to sleep in, but all they
had was silk Ploral
nightgowns and I Pigured
you'd actually prefer to
be nhude than wear
one of those.

IP you'd gone through those
changeﬁr Wou probably
wouldn't: have been able to
get out bhe door.




THE NEXT DAY-

It's disgusting, Fell!

All of them just rolled
over Por a little pussu!
Letting women get into their
heads like that--letting
somebody else make their
decisions Por them .

'l-'—\. f

_III/-H.H/F I-I'I I: I
— ITcan't

) believeI'm N0
( backhere.I ]°%

‘}* must be nuts. §

o I

- oy,

o

e
s P
8ot Lg

really weird is

/(" something

{

going oh, and I'm not ™
going to be able to

% geb it oub of My

| head until I Pigure
Dy OVt What.

S

[
8

00 0000O0o OO OTOO0 0

i

/ Y
1 OK, this i
the place they R
bold me. "‘F
"'x‘ I hope I'm not r
{* doing something
b F'-EEIH'EI ‘EﬁUF'[dr__r,.«

\
b P
o, 'J

Uh ... look,
there's been a
Mmistake ...

Yeah.
Appalling.

And meanwhile,
Uister's going to
stomp all over this
place and nobody
else will stand vp
o himd
I admit it,, Fell.
You were right.. I
can't take him bg
myself. But I can't
get any help!

Knoclk,
khock ...
anybody
home--

3

i

= i |
- =
J i =

- e g,

:tf #  The door
£l opened?

imagine 0.

Ch, no, don't: go wek.

I'm glad you stopped by.
I have a gift Por wou.
Let Me get it.

... I almost

shudder to ask ..

... What: are you
going to do now?

I've go

I'M hoping the
answer is "ignore Jonah
and stay under his
radar," but--

Ok, I'm a little
regassured. I have

definitely never been in

Lhis place in my liPe.

7 1 commissioned
this pendant Por 58
. You a while ago. 4

People insisting I
know this guy, door opens
Por me ... I was beginning to
wonder if I was actually
somebody else--

t some ideas. ;;.

et

Nothing you need to
8l worry yourself about.

A bit early Por
Wou, isn't it?

. well

... Yes, it's very
hice ... bub ...

/ Just waiting N
Por the right |
\ opportunity. A8

7 What do You think?
Do you like it¥

e

"M right, I've

Listen, I'm not who
Wou think I am--

I didn't

\

got a lot of

want to do i
bhat. But I things to do.

don't Peel like I ; =

have 3
choice. . l u.‘

‘I don't see any
reason why you

5
shovld need tio leave F i

bhis hovse ever
again, do you? &

Good. I'll see
Wou tonight.

&

: -

iy

It's all right.
I don't need to know.
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28 Whatl 9§

& don't geb is why

your boss hasn't |

done anything. I }I

Mean, he hasto |

% have noticed, A
right?

v ;;IH »

-y

And I don't
think tackling
Ulster directiy's
going to do anw

good.

What are we %

going tio do?

e doesr ‘

7 He doesn't L_

{“a interfere. ~—1

-"'I'
- a

=
—
=
- _F.'

He says it's the Pree
market in action, and I
guess he Pigures that iP it
goes Par enough Por one of
these clowns to try to take
him, he'll kick their ass, 4
4

How
should I
khowZ

... Hey,
¢an you
recall?

Y Yeah, we can't
remember either.
Gold ¢an't even
remember what her
name vsed to be.

Or he'll get:
Mme to do it.

I was thinking
oF having another
try at his lover.
Janice Grell.

She's got to
B/ know something,
| the amount of time
s‘ she spends
8 around him.

|
- _:1_.-.-‘_ i '-.“[‘

N

And when I
tried to talk to
her yesterday,

she gave me some
really weird
answenrs,

I checked all his
psval places.

Look, I used to do 8
little of this stLPP. Not
complicated like this, but ...
I think the helmet: and the ring

must have interfered with

each obher somehow.

Keep this to
Wourselp.

He doesn't like
mind control. He'll put
Up with anything else,

but don't mess with
people's heads,

IPI can prove
Ulster's doing that,
he'll listen to me and

shut Uister down--but I
have to be able to
prove it.

And so Par I can't.
I mean, these people
covidbe in it becavse

they want to be.

Yeah. It's an

opportunity Por them.
He might have just said
“Hey, join my team and I'll
get Wou Wour own private
crimelord to boss A8
around."

> 1P he is plaving dirty, I'm
not sure how to prove it,

though. It's ¢clear we're not going

AR ... bhing i, T
She tipped oPP @ )
Priend of hers bhat
Uister was up to some |8
B\ nasty stuPP, and asked /&
__ l him to come get me.
:

arell is how I
ended up looking 58
into this. W)

.r-""

-

He's got to be
SOMEWhEre ...

-

Sure, but we
can't check all of
A4. Or even all of

the Cobbles.

He might be in
his private space,
but he never told me
where that was.
Did he tell you?

S0 we just h

i

to get @ damned thing Prom the
sirens. Controlled or not,
they're lowal.

> And he speciPically ™,
asked me not to talk to
Janice becavse he was |
worried it would put her /

- at risk.

=

B Well, I didn's get
\  asked that‘}..._;_;

e vy i
- 1_;|||||».--
- e - ‘ﬂ_..-\

g—— A
S IPwou don't
o wanb to come,
== =\ Fine, I get it.

=
——

‘I
\

But I think we're going to
have to risk the risk,

W'know? Becavse we don't
have anuthing else.

Y A SoMetbhing's
e . SME really wrong/!
B 1 ook 0PP the helmet
S\ but bhe ePPects

PEp,
Py,

g SRR

i x ¥9

ave to

take the rings off,

then! Ok

-
.
= il
"
. ¥
.

N I cant take it ofe

o - e -
S ¥ 'I.‘
il i

g, =

-

i I -t‘ , . f.:?'-eh..
—

N It won't

" ﬂh come

" No

JImeanl can't

oPPZ

take it ofF. My hands

won't do it.

Try it wourselP.

... I'M going to kill that
son-of-a-bitch.



Al rights, -. ._I:' on't kNow You.
let's tiry this : o0 want?
again.

let: wou in ...

What do you
mean, wou don't
know me?

This is no time
Por jokes! You might
be in danger. We
heed to awitch!

Switch what'?
fou're not making any
sense. I think Wou
sholia :]: oW .

She's not: at
the apartment, :
> and I know Jonah's : . At least come somewhenre ' Now please
"\ not here because I : where I can explain? I don't want: to aet ouk.
» saw him walking a | y : ' - talk here ... the longer you stay here 4 i -
| Pew minutes ago. = . . : - the More chance there is of
3 - - ; something bad happening ...

L

'- strange. P~ g5 e T 7 R 7 Excuse me,
'y | Lhs we . i 1 i butl""'
":.j CLRTL L
l L, —
[ | L

| ‘-*1

Hp came out ~\ i-"
of Jonah's. S
Jonah dogsn't l E
\ have visitors,

e

“u Onty Grell.

Dy Shovid we'
htap him?

It's not hert!

It just doesn't = e it It's the only
make any sense ... : WA T T . exXplanation that
L why would she dehy 4 Ve i | Makes sense!
krnowing me? There wasn's il . ) He's got her under some ~ e o
anybody else there, 50 T ' ' _ L kind of control, but he Hitten i il &
what was the point of § - (N got the wrong ong! 48 2 e B
saving that--7 ' x Rt . 4

x s & That might ...
And the way she e 5l WY 5 - i take @ while to
acted ... that was B ol ' et - explain.
really weird. Like she - o
wasn't herself ...

T

gL e

-‘ .
e

Who's "hep?"
Janice arell?

f=3ib f = -' = . rf.*-'.::-lr
Thygglit! _. . How can there be a

I That hasto be it. = wrong one?

e

!NTEELUDE -

Jl ny

THE mer.:ﬁ ERI AND MEADOW CONTINUE THEIR sLow ": e e iy e 3 . _.
JOURNEY EASTWARD ON THEIR MISSION, BUT ... il e y . —

doesn't want to

. Ly . . - i [ q: 1
7 That's it. We've oPPicially ! | You can't possibly get her Peet wet! 50

run out of dry land. 1/ A : know that.

8. Are we really still going?

We don't even
kHow what we
Might: be getting B
close Go.

poor little goat
can't Ply!
--hee hee hee--
needs a better shape Por
down in the mod!

I understand
Why you want to
stick with it, but
: - this is looking more
We've still got a long and more like a
way bePore we hit open \ - really bad--
water. Look, it's not even '
khee deep here.

Come on. ['m sure Hew/Don't wou do
we're getibing close-- anything to her, bug!

bugs/
H#':f
by, bugs and Progs!

only things crawl
around in the mud here
are bugs and Progs. i .
4N . 9 i " L0

Pon't do th--

i bhink gau‘r'eﬁ'“‘w,
a Prog. 5

\ L%
)
~Xy

!

maybe she'll N
be a bug. :

y 4
o "

-

LA



nasty elf!

look at me!
covered in mud!
i hate modlf

Now you are :

usePul, insect.

The insect had
a point. This
terrain does not
S0t me.

r " I require a
\ sure-Pooted

, mount.

AAAUUUHHY
—

e SN

e
o

What of you two?

You appear to be Far From

your habitat.

f___'l"—-—_‘a-__‘_

suPPer Por that!

il

I warn you, you :
interPere with me at your
peril. I have a mission and
will not be staved Prom it.

We don't want to make
trovble! We're looking Por
Priends of curs. A lot of people
have disappeared into the
SWamp ... carried away by
monsters, we think ...

Yes.
A dark power has
arisen deep within
these lands.

I inbend to Find it and
eradicate its evil.

Er0Qoi
r00uun!
get hQO0OQellip--

sorry i called You nasty!
hot nasty
elf is good!

Does your kind
never have aught
better to do than

wreak havoc?

Then we
have the
same goal! J

We could
travel
together ... [
don't know about
Wou, but we
could vse the
help ...

Party with
Fauns?

I think not.
You'd work mischiel
while I slept. Your lot
is not to be
trusted.

However, iF you'd
like Go aid MY mission,
I know @ way in wWhich

Wou ¢an be of great
assistance.

" That's a good

dumb beast.



THAT NI&HT.

\ DEER n lavve wikh 3
dregedu ...

Begn 4 fovve Wikh 8 38 18 18 dee dee ...
argees
i 0

Need to Pind Liam ...
Need to Pind Liam right now ... | Just the person I

He's the only-- o was looking Por!

Come on. We're going
to go bo @ quiet place
Where we ¢an talk until I
get answers I like.

The real dust Prom
I mean, now she Janice® that?

won't even answer - ,
bhe door ... and we No. He's been

can't get arybhing on trying to recruit
Ulster any other way, obher people

Lnless he does against Ulster,
something dumb ...

I can get in. J ;
But how I think I don’t know!
we won't get It was right
anything From outside
 her anyway. Jonah's--could
e have been
80 ik's @ :
wash. either... Who took
o her? Hasn't had any
I'm going back [uck, Prom what;
to Serenity. I've heard.

Don't know
the guy. Big,
square head,

slicked-back hair,
wears ugly
pants.

Ah. Can't
take down the
man, try to get
at him through

his lover.

Elake '
Bomeone just carawy. Lot
carried ofF Janice! Might be
taking her?

Eall i You see how it; is7
il I can't depend on anybody.
( You can call e Not: even you. I thought I covld ...
anything you like.

I'M here to keep You Prom ,
doing stupid things, not help You still love me. I know you do.
Wou do them. ' You have to.
Tell me you still love me!

/" 1, 0h ... look, OK, I think | B'r
maybe you're not in a good - 1‘ '
. place right now and ... ~ Q

B~

Tou khnow : " Tl P i
What? o . Ly N
You're Pired. & =2l & g“;fﬁ{fﬁ,{f ? ’ R
; ¢an't Pire me. I a7 : =z _ ch—- "*\

=,
e,

quit Pive minvtes
4go When you
brought her in.

Good luck W[/ I/ AP { ...T'msorry...
with your W LS LS, | but ... I have no idea

consequences, RN ¥ Y 1A, : I.' Wwho Wou even are.
asshole. 1A% o G -




I'll make you
love me! That's
what I'll dof

A I glad to
s5ee Wou ... but
what are you
c:ri::r‘ﬁg here?
How'd you
know?

It's ker
Zona, 50 she
gebs bo hit

3 Y . IP Ulster can do it, so
B can I! T'll get somebody to

W\ build me some gadget and
o then you'll--

o/ Let'sget N\
2ol Wou out of
w\ these Pirst

But he
khew who I
was ...

Now listen
Lo me good,
You piece of

trash. There's

an
explanation
Por all oP it.
Bot this isn't
the Gime or

} SgE

Yrec ] ; Wlhai‘;l-ﬁ \2 N
: 1 W important right \[ 40

It's good to see
h now is, do You

er having fun.

-
'l"_
]

:“.l

" 15 that what
: that is?
7 4 BePore we do S
{ anything else, we need |5
to swibch back.

You mess with her ever
again--wou come near her ever
again--and I'm gonna Find wou

Who is that guy,
anyway?
He's got issves,

\""--u._,_

and break you into pieces. B & L ™

lr' L)
]

R _' Bub they-- Y i

Then I'm gonna break the pieces
inbo smaller pieces. And thenI'm

gonna get Wou thrown out. tell them. You were in

danger. Maybe.
. TP

I wish we hadn't had I was enjoying

to end it early. I was
enjoying being you.

being you, too. Why did

we have to end it eariy? I

don't bhink I can wait: unbil
[ater Por the
explanation.

You won't have to.

Janice owes us all an explanation
right: now. IF Por no other reason,
50 We ¢an Pigure oLt wWhat else
we need tio clean up.

... All right.

But it's a little bit
embarrassing. And
some of it is a secret.
I mean, even more of
a secret.

Like, "I don't want the
rest of the club to know"
secreb.

I'm not Janice arell.

I Mean, I am, BUE -5 \nen 1 joined the Proteus

Qlob I knew I didn't want to do

Ok, but what's the
connection to the clown on
the Bloor back there?

I don't know!
Somebody Prom Janice's
past, I guess. Before I

swaps as my real identity.

started being her.
I'm actually kira Westmine. N

" Ohhh. 1
| think I see the
* problem.

Right, you're in the
business.

I liked that passive Wou did
with the robots. You shovld
cast me sometine.

We can ask
Janice when we
rescue her--if she
decides she's still
Priends with me
aPter this.

When we swap, we
swap completely. What iP
someone decided to tank my
acting career while they
were me®

I needed to set vp an
identity just to use Por
Protevs stUuPP. But I'm not @
seriptbwriter, I'm an actor. I
play characters obherpeople
A\ make. I covldn't come vp

' Wwith one of My own.

50 You
decided tio be
Janice. i i
Wait, we're
rescuing

- . -
L Iﬁ.ﬁ'
= No one had seen her Por Janice:

wears! I was probably her best
Priend, and I hadn't heard anything
Prom her. Neither had anyone else. [
Pigured she either [ePt Sleep or
the Sprue got her.

We have to.

Fake Janice here thinks
Jonah Ulster is using some
kind of control on the real

one ... thinking it's the

Pake ocne.
It seemed like a8 safe bet, is
what I'm saping.

And it was, Por a long time. I don't know what
made her suddenly decide to reappear, but she
started looking Por Kira and someone told
me--as Liam--that, and I knew the shit
was about to hit the Pan.

This is very
confusing, You two.

Anyway, we have an
obligation to intervene.




Just adding
SoMe
dccessories,
sweetie!
To help keep
Wou in line.

They look
cute on -HDU."

Janice... how?
The necklace ...

I should have changed
back Pirst. This is the
weirdest thing.

Up here,
darling!

It :
seemed like
the best way o
get you with your
guard down, and I
wasn't going to ask
Janice to do it,

not after what
Wou did.

Oh, this SO}
isn't the '
hecklace wou
gave me, dear.
This one's a 4%

copy. A Pake.

But it was
Pun, iP that

any better!

e e———

You think?

Imagine how it Peels to me. ,

B Janice, I'm sosorry. I N
' really did--a lot of vs

thought--You were dead. |
A Basically. E .
\ Al
\\:)I would never have iP-- :
Ly
i No, no, I get it. I mean, I
don't really understand why you

wanted to be somebody else at all,
but ... I guess I'm kind of
Plattered you picked me ...

.

Ty

I guess if wou \‘"’H
vanish that long
You're Pair game. /

A

Uh ...
80, speaking of
that ...

ww did you vanish?

hat happened?

Does it have to do with that
Blake asshole?

makes you Peel

—

LATEE -.-

Lucky she talked
me into doing it her
way, Ulster. Mine
wasn't Pun.

You're not the
only one who ha

Feels like
I've been

waiting
Porever.

5

access bo some
interesting toys,

Wou kNow.

The

Now, the cuPPs
are just so Wou can't
recall. We have a lot

Wet to talk about.

obher item ...

well, if you ever want to
have that kind of Pun again,
wou'll have to get one of

Once you tell vs
everything, and you
B Clean Lp Your mess, and
you don't cavse any
More trouble ...

2 .. we'll
consider it.

The thing is
.. 1 didn't tell
any of my Priends
when I started |
seeing Blake. £

_ I don't khow
iPIwas _
| embarrassed about 1.c
ib, or if I knew even | Janice, I don't know
A then, in the back of my £ what to say.
& Mmind, bhat he was £
.. trouble.

e

You think I was
really dumb.

And then, when it really did go ™
bad and I lePt him ... \
I didn't have anywhere to go, kira. I
didn't Peel like I could come Lo Wou, or
\ anybody else--I mean, when I hadn't /
_even told You in the Pirst place-- 4

\\;-a_____#,f«(/ 3

us to bake it ofP.

... we'll consider it.

I mean, I don't
want to be--

[abe to pick up the
pieces,

No, it isn't.



This kid's got to be
some kind of algorithm
genivs, becauvse [ don't even
know what most of this
sLUPP /s,

Well, you
won't get to
ask him.

Ulster said he'd
never seen the guy
leave this room, and

it looks it ...

© Smells like

Yeah, he's skipped.

Ulster didn't have a chance
to bip him oPP, 50 maube he
just saw it coming.

We never did
Finish settling up
Por wou getiting in

MY business,

"Eix oo
Mmess.” "Take
oPP all those

rings and delete
them.”

Not @ word about
what iP I can't Pix sone
of it becavse I can't Aing
the damned people.

NoG ih Eheir
bar, no one's seen
Ehem on Ghe
stireet--where the
hell did they go?

Seems like
there were some
things about our

agreement you
didn't tell us.

Look, you don't have to
worry much about my
getting in wour business.
I avoid coming here.

I don't like the
Cobbles, and I don't
care who knows it I don't
like most of the people in
ib, I don't like the way
Your boss runs the
place ...

... and I don't
like your job, the
things Wou do.

Now wait!
Hold on!
I'm here to Pix it/
[ can make
everything right-- &
I can --

I can't tell iP
there are any obher
items in here,

I have rights to
just mark this all For
deletion. I'm not
gonna sork it out.

Probably the
best idea
anyway. Won't set the guy
back any, but it'll
make it harder Por
Uister to Pind him.

I'm thinking he might
get a little vindictive,

especially once he realizes

there are other people who
know how to take that

gear off.
And that you're not
going to get Your boss
to throw him out.

Icant.

I still don't have
enpugh. Last time
we had a
mind-controller,
we had to catich
him in the act.

I'm not worried
about him. His reputation's
shot, his woman won't touch him
how, he's got a lot of people
pissed off ...

I think he'll be
busy Por a while.

But I'll be
watching him.

But I do like wou.

See You around.

We Pigured
you'd get around to
looking Por us sooner
or [ater.

AAITITY




™ | =
SERENITY, FOUR DAYS LATEE-

I really need to remodel My
private space. I'm thinking an
oPPice ... people end Lp coming to
Pmd me here anyway ...

— | &Y "=~ = Well...I
. ' bhauahb ther'e were a
Pew Ghings where you
deserved an
explanation.

That's not aimed at you,
though I'm a little surprised to
: see Wou again.

Like how Wou ended vp
, getbing me involved to begin
/ WithZ You wWere being "Janice” when
Wou readlized that Ulster was doing
somebhing wou couldn't ignore. So
Yo went to Piet bo ask him to
Petich me ...

e

: sorry I had to do it that
way. I was worried if I went to
Wou directly, Jonah would get
ﬁunpr‘:aus He didn't think I knew
anything about what he was doing
with the sirens, and I needed him
to keep thinking that.

Buk what made you
come o me at all? You didn’t
even know me ...

- -
- B

."\

i e "-.H_
- %
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Well, it's

'“h 50, Wou heard how -
4 lnu"a vsed the Janice rdﬁﬂtmu N
Por Proteus Club stuPP, be cavse
\,  She didn't want anyone to

. swap bokira?

\—}
i

Kira's not the only
one who does that. [
wouldn't be surprised if there
are several people who do.
Trading identities Por three
months is a little bit of a risk ...
that's part of the Fun ... but
bhere's some risks people
[ probably don't want to

\ take, even then.

\

And, ah ... myreal
identity has even
more at stake in it
than Kira's.

.-"'f
Hamilton
Earker!

/ Yeah.I don't spend a

interesting, but I think
I'll stick with my kind

of acting. Actoally, I don't do

Much of that kind these

fou cuts ofP ‘ | lot of time as myself
. Your hair! / | these days. It's easier

N : ' 'I.I.'. | 'E 5 rl' i.ﬂ T : -.____“
- to deal with bhis way, &0 N

N when I pretended to be |
= Honey Melone so I could )
save my show?* 4 |
i -
That was ...

I didn't: realize it would be, bub
I'd never had a thrill like that
bePore. Acting is great, but the
real challenge is being someone
else, out in bhe world.

0 you started the \
Proteus Club?

e ""J}'eﬁj and please don't tell
oY anyone. It's a much better-kept
secret than my "Hamilton sparks”

: theatrical company was, and I'd
I like it to sbay that way.

] __qu
--I'.- R =

A5 Anyway, that's how I
knew to go to you. And Piet's
been a Priend of mine Por a long
time. I knew I could trust him. Once I
managed to convince him it was me!
You ¢an't undo the swap unless both
of the people are there, so I
had to do it as Janice.

# [SSUE #11 AND THEREABOUTS.- ‘

THE COBBLES-

I'm not working Por
donah anymore, no.

I'm sorry about that. It
seemed like a good idea

at the time. But the

bhing is ...

... L really liked
being with wov. I like
helping you, and I didn't
ever try to steer you
wrong, even if I was
working Por Jonah.

And the ... obher
parts ... those were
Pantastic.

I'd like to
come back.

IP you'll
have me.

L S X =k
- =

days either.

-l'l ,-—f"'? 1*h--.--.. .
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Aw, honey.

Pon't look 50 sad.

Bl
¥

/7 You know, "\

people have "".

| beentrying to |
o Pmd You. ,

it
e

P
=

o

/ erene is about ™
ready to put you on

L her "M:ﬁﬁmg
\ Ear'herﬂ" hﬁt

}’55 I
Plgurr—*r.i SR W
=" Honestly, one of T
the attractions is not ™
hawna to be I-IEMH{:GH Ear'her .

5:mpler nPe

.

{ ) ‘ Eutl suppose I ™\

[ should at least send
Seprene @ message
\letting her know I'm
& ot l0st in space.

It's you!
But I thought wou--

Think of all the
trouble we can get
into togetiher!
We're going to have
ail kinas of Fun.




