-FEI*EH gt ] ' = R
ﬁasrszumgﬁdm&s OF
YARDS.

THE

THEEATENED BY A MALICIOUS
FAIRY (THAT PHRASE
CONTAINS A BEDUNDANECY),
THE TWe WERE BESCLUED 8Y
A MYSTERIOUS ELF. THOUSH
SHE APPEARED T BE ON
THE SAME MISSION AS THEY
WERE, SHE BEFUSED T&
ALLY WITH FAUNS, AND
PEOVED CAPRICIOUS
HERSELF: SHE SHRANK THE
FAIRY TE INSECT SIZE AND
TRAPPED HER IN A LANTEEN,
AND TRANSFORMED MEADOW
INTE A SWAMP YAK TO USE
AS A MOUNT-

MEADOW'S LAST WORDS T
ERI WERE "GET HELP" ...
WiHICH ERI IS TRYING T& D&.

THE PROBLEM IS, SHE'S
&OTTEN LOST.

’ .-.- -..1' ; ¥
= L5 h;-'l - .
\ 'r'?‘.q# ","1 % '
- - s -
S\
... Wandering
the swamp all night
trying to Pind this village
... there's no ¢closer
portal ...

" coming up and [ can

-3

T ."""_'_-_""\

Maube now
that the sun's

—

R

),

ackually see where j“’
]

not: getting me ...
hot gebbing me ...
I can outrun you ...

Are there
two of them,
or did it get in

Pront oF me
soMmehow?

Not Ehat it
matters.

have to keep
out of their
reach until I can
get through that
portal ... and
they're too big to |5
get into these

buildings ... %t ,
. .

AAAAA!
What --

There you are.

I'm going, I can--

Now I
just have to
Pind the
damned
portal--

The Souk, I
believe.

That
wasn't a
stalker!

I don't
know what it
was and I don’t
think I want to
Pind out.

... I bold
Meadow this
was a really

dumb idea.

Is she Pleeing, or
getting help?

The air is
burbulent.
1 do not say.

STORY ANF IMAGES
BY TRILBY



How many is that so Par, Pive? B : Maybe they

: ; 3 : all wanted to

swamp! ' ; i Mud's Pine, but
: I've been up to My
calves in water Por bwo
daus! My hooves are

W A S R e
This one’s deserted too. N -2 S o) You're supposed to fike mud. ' A} :

I'm starting to agree
with Daisy ...

This was
your idea. "We
have to Pind out

what's going on,
becavse nobody
else will." ¥
f Iknow...butI §
don't think I c¢an
take Much more. S8

Oh! N }

O, More )
ﬁcared than I
5 A thought._ P %

£

'l

H?:Eac?b?f:; 7 That wasn't an
- attack posture,
Paisy. Or even a

W'ﬁ]"l"lfﬁg. I think Had bo =

she's seared. have been a

person once,
right?

Hey
there!
Are you OK?
We won't
hurt Wou.

-
sy e

But we're not scary--

that'san |
attack

Canyov " | 7 4o we're
uhderstand me? - Y just going to
' Pollow her to
Who knows

"' 1:'-"' HL-' \
havea |2 %
betiter

\  idea? f,f

l“"“-n._‘_ ot

" |
can's tell i
that's a
yes.

-
- rf_"_
:# .f*"#r "".'\.‘
$ o Look, we're 2
/ 'try ing o Pigure out"
| whaﬁ 5 made all the
people disappear
\ around here. Do Wou
'x, know anubhma
x about bhat?

YT . AR 470 A

=

1AW
£

- We could just
That. definitely ; C-— g0 home ..
' : Eal."ﬂded like @ ge;:.-
] . i ' % |4 2
I don't think 0. S a® : _‘{,aﬂ You help vs
She looks just as " 4
_confused as we are.




I didn't
know that portal
wouldn't go to

Serenity ... I hate the :
Souk ... I get lost, and §

people were staring

And now I
don't have a clue
what to do ... i5 there
a directory or
somebhing? How do you
Find ﬁ-ﬂMEI’JGd_I;j in this
place?

.

" Nope, -

just an't
" get it
o BT

o

specially
here ... 80 MUCh
cusk all over ...
Wou gob watich
SoMeone shake
titties Por
that?

You got
s5ee SoMe
titties to get
hard, ask
somebody shake
Por wou all
private ...

I need your
help, bad!

Meadow and
I were tirying to
Find out where all
the people were
disappearing to and
we ran into this crazy
elP and she turned
Meadow into a yak and
how they're both
somewhere nasty and
I need to rescue her [
and we still haven't
Piguredovt &V
what-- —

B
Oh, wait! —
I bet the locating song would work ... IP I can <l
remember it well enough ... and if she's in this
zone right now at all ...

| o

“People gebbin sePPed?
In the Yards?

Lotis of them.
" Goblins, mostly, it's the
swamp part and it's mostly \
goblins that live there. But also Jl|
\ Some Paun; it a Priend of ours
. ... and I guess some S
others too ... e — '-==~=.~_.,' 'l ’

T
We passed through
whole villages that were just
emptied out. We haven't even Pound
anybody to ask abouti it ... there are these
big monster things, they grab them and
disappear. We were tirying to Pind out
Wwhere they go ... I think the elf
T khew, but ... . ﬁ;f

K but why come Find
meZ Get some help there
' be betiter ...

 Hold up/ .

Ooh!

Not even very
Par away!

\

A

Holdup. A Last time, you hexed me,

gave me to red lady, asked For
help anyway, and ran ofP after

got it all done ...*

I'm sorry.
I was so happy to see
Meadow I got distracted.

7 Where are
Wou going? The
portal’s over this
way ... we have to gojy
ta Ghe Souk, then
o bhere's a portal
. there bo the
SWAMP ...

I wouldn't
have done any
of that iP I hadn't
thought: it was the
only way to Pind

Meadow. I "

swear! R
Y Y  ov, bot §

Look, MoSt ol R J‘J' [ o

7 of the people in 4 fijl
the Yards won't do | %;;r Si=Eg

Farest
B portal Pirst.

anything to help PR \o v e

,.’_. |#’_|"' 3 --.. a &

Fauns. They don't
like vs.

e W
-7 Need help ... han't ™
( none here. An't know S
how Rind anybody, ‘cept B
knock Ruby's door, and 88
: She an't in Zone. Got Priend by "l
il Porest might help. ) The ores?

Aright.
Bounds like big slide.

We've got Got help Pix, guess.

Priends among the
gc;btinﬁr bubpwe can't fi
ind any of them! : . -
A Theyveaibeen 4 Might can’t do
i, t hone, but we'll see.

2 They won't want bo A
help me ... /0

r
= il L T & Y k ot
| i - 1 X e lae o i | T =

L THIS SVERLAFPS A BIT WITH THE
END OF B2o, 52 BUBY IS e
I LAIKELY STILL IN THE SOBBLES. B

L i e

- Prob not.
b Ask anyhow.

#__..--'"___"'--...__“
..-"'r.'* OH fes H‘ﬁ.,‘

“castle carved %
into a hill in the
Middle of the
swamp” was not
on My list.

This isn't the
Middle. It's the top.
Those are the Poothills of
the mountains. We're a lot
Purther north than I
thought.

Yall.
Are we really PR 0t
going in there? - . Aaan!
K Get away!
@et awan!




THIS IS CERES, THE MYSTERICUS ELF
WE MENTICNED AT THE BESINNING-

SHE DOESN'T WANT T2 ADMIT IT,
BUT SHE'S A LITTLE BIT LOST.

There!
Bestored to

Wour true Porm,
hone the worse
Por wear.

Now, make
yourself vseful
and see iF you
can --

=]

It's carrying her
toward the castle ...

We're
supposed to be
operating by stealth,
you lumbering
creature.

Hope she
knowWs how o
get in ...

Less hoping,
Mmore Punning!

I suppose it would
be better if I
changed you back.




Turn me
into 8 yak,
will you?

I said we
should Geam

: Huh.
could have just; Y ) Didn't realize
said yes-- N there was a
but you W hole there.
had to go
and--

This just e A A% : N You should pick it up. . : .
EEEFl'; getting NN ahe ; ; B It's not easy, but when it _ Been trying. ;.
“Worse .. A [ S .- . Works, it's real usePul. Han't got it yet. &8

Han't know Wou
could cast portals,
Kala ...

Thought we gon
have havl past
Serenity and Souk Por
portal ovt here. Tou got [ucky.
I've got to know
somewhere real well
bePore I can make a portal
to it. But I was all over
Lhis swamp a year or
50 back.

It is not! A lot of
people can cast
portals! It's not magic!
It's like ... like making
clothes appear or
something.

Idon't :
believe wou ";t’. “4

It's not like turning
pecple inko bugs or
whatever, like Hou do
Por no reason. Only
reason I'm willing to be
around Wou is Jex We don't do
5aus you're OK. that! It's the
Pairies who do |
all Ghat! :

Nope.

Ild-ﬂﬁlt do Now, Wou No, I don't.
magic! All I know ' knowl an't no You took outs the Russet:
( how to do is to play vES Witch ... Lady; wou broke loose of
. S0Me MUsie that - e the Plain Folk ... *
\.\H does stuPP. S\

-\ )’ Han't make me a witch!
3 And she thinks I am, she gon i
" That's why , ' think I can save this goes slide Maype.

Wi ... gon be bad. & But she'll do better
: Hﬁg EhflgiFﬂh , 3 B 7 : . with you than

g o : Loy : without Wou.
“” PEX, i i, | # is5uE #22..

No, I mean it's
toe quiet. shouldn't
something be
happening? Somebody
coming after us or
something?

CarePul what \ Oh.

Wou wish For. Yeah. Just
Maube they're don't like
waiting inside. bhis place.

. . Dark, and the

air doesn't
Move,

Right bout too
quiet tho.
An't see none.




Ch, no, don't: you
go anywhere!

Eri, you see .
Which she-- An't gon
pull with a
Paun none
else,

want to
keep me in a
cave!
WoHn't kesp Me

Kala, pold v ﬁ?:'

@ot; stay togethen or--

Han't catch
where I am ... prob
should just back out,
but got Kala in this
slide ...

amiina cave?
... I'Mmin acave!
i hate caves/

i'll get her!

put me in a [antern
like a bug!
not a bug!

Lamp ...
SoMe Moving ... bug?

An't style.
Should let i& oub ...




I hope she
knows where--
Everything down
here's covered in yuck! I
I've nearly slipped off And that
Lhis rEﬂgE twice ... water spells
L h:r lﬁlrrbl'll.‘?.'ll

think that's
water.

... just saw
something move.

Full her
lopse!
Puif her loose!

vhaaaaa’

You've got to
get her Pree!

Pearl, no! . What even is
o that thing?

stay vp there!

It'll grab you
too-

i
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s

South
vk : passages?
What have you e Wandered in Prom
litEle horrors ] outside perhaps?
dragged in now?

She's been
hexed. A Pairy did
this, or perhaps a

Paun ...

There's that
Faun Amanita's
holding, bot no ... Have
Wou seen any of that
lot in here®

I'll seeiP I
¢an ondo it.
She's no vse

like Ghis.

You bwe go
check those
passages Por
any other
intruders, \ DUOURH!

There we
are.

Yes, mistresgs.

I suppose she shovld
be a searcher. We ¢an
use a Pew more.

Make sure you
send her toward
the exit once
Wou're done.
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Mmonsters and

tentacles and
slime and --
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An't right shape!
hands all rosh ...

Skels Make

me some kind ...

monster?

... SOMEONE Lp
dhead ... maybe iP
han't run away ...

orh ...

Peel big tacked ...

Might: han't: even
talk ... vrgh.

.. ah, What
the Puck.

& | You probably can't }.
&\ Understand a word ,.}.;.'
g~ I'msaying i

N anyway. 4

” Look, I've had a
really bad day, I'm
covered in whatever this
8 shit is, I'm too Gired Por the
vsval garbage, and I don't
want to Pight anything
Pight now.

How about Wou clear
ot s0 I don't have to do
something neither of vs

will likeZ

... Not retreating
... ana not attacking
either. Huh.

Just gon
walk off?

would you have
me do? I have
diready lost Par too
A Much time in bhis
IR 3-cursed oubliette.
Tasks await me
above.

Friends up
there need help. You
got juice and look
style--

That was ...
Wreng.

You're welcome. Maw
chance remain in your
Favor this day.

I take my leave now to
resuMe MY Mission.

And you look like
someone who will
jeopardize my cavse

Oh!
Broken out,
have Wou?

I might be able to
get Wou the rest of
the way.

Hold still.

bhrough incompetence.

Apolegies, but I cannot
Petter myself with
kindness.

Huh.

Born hegger, or had
Lo practice?

I'm not sure what's
meant by that ... but insult
is no way to win my good
grace, churl.

S0ME Wrong ...
han't see clear ... han't
hear clear ... han't snell
clear ... an't sure what
got goin ...

Wish
could remember
... Went slide ...
bug in [amp ... then
... on table? Skels
with rosh
Mmouths?

Oh, wonderpPul.
Just the thing to
complete my day.

Foul ¢reature!
I extend Wou the courtesy
of truce, if you remove

WourselP Prom My presence
with haste ...

vy Jou know
what? Fine.
R Come iPf you
& want.

Maube with
two -:'f' s looking
we can Pind the
. Wayup.

... You han't know.

Apparentiy
when they throw
things down here they
intend Por them to
stay here.

Do Hou have
a names



I think I'm

going the -
wrong wau.
? L
- L]
[ ]
» . - - e
- =
- i ‘ - . il _J-
. - L -
-

Wait a
Minute. LI

r L
[ was gk : . . -
hoping that v —
corridor would lead only place in i
out, but now I'm in here I've seen somebhing .
some kind of ... actually growing ... Hope this isn't a .
big cave? Poesn't help much, but it's betiber dead end ... :
than nothing. » : -

Enit!
You came back!

I'Mﬁﬂ' - / A
glad I Pound - “:hatn}brb
you! Come on, g
fﬁ?ﬁ o) g‘?’f EUt. L’;‘F’ Y EveniPwe can
E;h*- : L”'-’” [ Pigure out how to get
e way. , 8 her back to normal ...

No, wait-- : - L
Come look at ‘ she's halP-buried!

Ghis ...

I think it must be, don't you?
It's either Shai or @ mushroom that -

looks exactly like her ... 4 What iP
FHEEE : . changing her back
We E:;Eogﬂtﬁg ne when 5he's like that
get her out of the

ground?

And ... uh ...

Eri, no!
something's wrong!
You've got to stop!

This is no
Lime Por
that!

Can't help it ...
Feel sp ...

Misguided s
ereatures. You really y ‘i g;grfl g:‘;ﬁp
should be satyrs, but Wou're g
uhwilling to go Pully priapic. Amanita.
You lack the covrage of .
Wour convictions.

I have some

other things that
will suit them

better.

Bestore the other
one and keep all three
_ . ; distracted. I'll send in some
, Fauns. _ preparers to take
You're not Pooling anyone. custody of them.
gatyrs are about lust. IP you - ]
want to be about lust, then . . T have another group of



Bl 5
Well, at

Trying.

Finally!

Now that
we're no longer
wading through that
Filth, we should take the
opportunity to cleanse
its stench Prom
ourselves and our
garments ...

I took You Por
a woman of
great powenr!

An't said none.
| And you said I was
Y\ incompetent.

Could recall,
but you wan't
wait ...

But you broke Pree of
Your ensarcellment ... Let's see ...

- Something practical ...
Happens. but cube.

An't me doin that. '

This time was From
Palling in much.

There, that works.

_ surely there is
What Presh hell is this? \ g?ﬁ ﬂi;;};{gaﬂ”t
A cave? Not a corridor or-- ascertain in this We'll need to
darkness. travel its
circumPerence
and--

oh god i
heed sex
right now

Big ass
MUSHPOOMS.

i want
your tongue
Within My
secret
places ...

You an't even
fike me!

that's not
important.

MY loins burn!
i must have it.

Fealbad
ideaaa--




Big
E 1"ill.

e

Lik a8 With Polk?

Pon't touch me

e L

 dinx!
fou're all right!

f‘l. ‘a

-
-

All right, ; You keep
Wou little B  demanding to be
monsters! = entertained, 5o here's
some entertainment.

We're going to make
them be what they claim
to be. No more of this
deciding to pretend to be
something and not going
the distance.

Look at bhese V.. . ;
t"ill"rﬂ_ THEH tlhl:ﬂk- ¥ : lﬁI'E FE g':'wig bl? ||E"t- -f
they're pigs. Ton's | i J theth rut themseives §
that ridiculous? IH"'IEII.":' being the animals
g they say they are, 50
they can see what it's
: : redlly like.
dall wourselpP ' ind EEE ,P.‘rﬂ HFJ:HEI}:-E gEt“/ v
W pigs and then say B T
i Vou're not animals ... e g '
almost like calling
Wourselves goblins
but not being
y Monsters, en?




Not gonna : Are wou sure?
7 LIy = Becauvse your Priend there is already
work, bitch! - : squirming around in the dirt with her
- hand halPway up her cunt.

Won't give you ...
the satisPaction ...

We just
need to give
bhem a libtle

push--

That's all N
right.Some of
LS need more
help than
others,

She won't
need a brain
anyway.

Now, this
one's not, as
stobborn as

b You are.

And not as
smart, I think,
but Ghat might
not be saying

MUCh.

—

o) Now give
| tlh'l?-l'l‘l ".'I""Iﬂtl

BRSNS, bhey want.

; fou know, I covld N
[ tellyou weren't
| sincere about being
\ pigs, becavse Where

\ Was your boar?

N
N,

Oh, that's lovely.
Coming out very P\Wh .
well, I Ghink. i When a sow's
- {in heat like you
are right now,
humping other
SOWsS just isn't
A, o " | N, going to do it
Not ':-['..”"-.-.-E t'ilg _ Y Sy W ! ' iy 3 ' " ‘ I.IHI. apajﬂ
enough yet. ] 3 Ty ¥, ' - ;
Almost.

UaEE‘HJ Hﬂ it
wait --
Pon't let her --

a ”""u
o B A Ay
2 ‘{H - gy =~
- e 2

4
A
o - i
i &
A . %
E [ + . = -l-ir




“Oh, let's be Fauns
and live in the woods and
dance and Puck and ignore
everybhing we don't want to
think about!" :
I should have
just let Amanita keep
all three of Wou as
Mushrooms. You wouldn't
have to think about
anything.

But you
have too much .
power. You're r .
magical batteries, >
even if you're too : -

7

a7

| T, Lo

’ ( ' * 1'ié
e -‘::;.

I have a definite
sensation of d&/a vu.

stupid to know ib.
You'd break Pree
and wouldn't even
know why ...

e

Sl

e, O
f5t=*ﬂ}-"

I

Hnan!
I covld change Wou
into something where

I ¢an vse that --

* a8
LI R I

I don't tolerate intruders,
especially not ones I suspect of
being here to cause me trouble.

Why are you here, witch?

The preparers have tried to deal
with you and it hasn't held. What
else would Wou be?

Han't do magic!
Han't mess Polk like skels here ...

- No? : o
] Back ofF!
% Jc?;gh?r:;f 5’ P An't want nonell

And iP I change
Wou again, wou'll
shake it OFF ...

... I may have
taken the wrong
approach with you.

Let's try
something
difPerent.

' Pon't stiruggle. L)
IF wou try anybhing the preparers
will just dart you again. :




y

N,
l"q.. N =
Ok
L e

b

You say Wou

¢an’t do any

magic, but 1
can't help bub

wonder whether
you're holding
wourself
back.

['ve wondered _. ‘ : Suppose

what it would be like _We lose the
Lo have a disciple. rr:lhrbrt:aﬂﬁ {:lﬁ-:i
give you a little

boost ...

Let's see
what you do
How Chat
Wou're set
free,

You call
yourselP an ore.
Zurely you've slept
on worse.,

You really sleep on that?

No, you are a stupid
person playing stupid little
games, like all the rest of
them. I get so tired oP its, I

can't even tell you.

You look like you might
have potential, if you
stopped plaving ...

Don't you
touch me!

: I aman orc, lady.
i Now, what have you done
with my Priends?




I mean, I can
Understand not
wanting to be a man--
men are only vseful Por
one thing--but if you're
geing to go halPway,
have the balls to
l:l."-'u'li"l.l‘lltlltl .

I don't
understand the
! woman thing. You "ores”
It's too [at..g‘*-} e ¢clearly want to be men.
Por that. e - You want to be big gﬂd g ©

s0rly and drink and Puck 4 " And speaking of

and Fight all day, 4 | | palls, now Hor're
r'|g|r'|’(;;.7-3r ____,;:j}"" Look at you! Not: a hair on equipped bh,giwam Hou

: Wour body. That's the kind of ahould have been

§

. -y [ thing I mean. You want to be huge :

Y = i Pe Fﬂgl'-:' s monsters, bub you -:'.I'G'Ig b *”ﬂ RL A A,

7 IF you didn't want to be ™, " [
touched, You shovldn't |

B\ have gotten so close. /

‘I

want to have hair. And you don't
_5ee @ problem with this?

Come over here and
let’'s see iF You can Figure
oLL how b0 Lse k.

SERENITY, THE NEXT MOENING -

The Fauvn came in
through one of the portals

: ' | I thought we were
| . hey, the | 9
] From the Sovk, but they were

gang's all here giving her space.

dan’s tell.
It's barely
started.

We are/

I haven't
talked to her in
close to two
weeks, I just
want to check

dlow day? \ [ heading to a diPPerent portal,

one to the Yards, over in the
Sidelight neighborhood ...

" Doing a little

\ edvesdropping, huh?
N PPING

on her.
s We were curiovs. A Paun
showing Lp in Serenity is
weird enough, and then Jex
_ i obviously knew her ... Leyna's
W ““g":;-“ . ' _ helmet Mikes are great.
Well, she's : . 3 i
e Yards =
e e surveillance state.

Jex had an
adventure in the Yards a
while back.* We talked
about it a little ... she did
mention some Favns,
Lots. The idea Hear anything else?
was they were going to
the Porest part of the
Yards to get some help, then
come back and go through the
Souk again to take a portal
down into the swampy part. ...
it sounded like there was
something geing on
there?

i - e We told Lewna
Aan vou Bingd T Wwhere she was, and a
Jex Bor meZ A Pew Minutes ago she
1 conPirmed Jex hasn't come
back yet. We were just
talking about her,

Uéuagg it's best to ; aceoally.
try to Pind her early. We saw her get

in any of them. YOU MAY NOT HAVE NOTICED SINA

AND ESPERANZA WATCHING FROM R
A BOOFTEORP BACK ON PASE 3. L4 f * ISSUE #32.

7 4 | Anyway, you're not
' - \ y available. We've got
AN ¢ another Sprue incursion.
Fashion street.

Are you §
going to go ... Do You think
check on she wanted vs to
her? A . go with her?

s =i
= —
How
should I .
No one : kHOWZ o - b}
else will. I ¢an't Pigure Y And now the =
_Ruby out halP the dau trolv has
time these days. She ’heguﬁ. -

gets in these moods, _
and she won't talk r e
about it. m— : .

T |

FAL a1

FITFLLE:
1/

i

I wonder
somebimes if she
worries about Jex
becavse she sees
similarities...

'Jh_'.lu

L L _ill'

I'll try
to do it
witihout ot £ ; 2
gebbing in = P el S
her Pace. - e - 2t



Didn't Leyna
just track this?
It's coming apart
Past ...

Can You see the
epir_:erlf:er- anywhere
in this mess?

I bring the
inevitable!

Shh Por 8 sec.
Do Wou hear
something?

Besides
people
s¢reaming?

You can't run Prom it/
You can’t hide From it!
You Must dccept it/

IE most all

\ decaw It must aif
- - "".-3.':; apart.! The void
QR 14 & The s
g hilt . M I:-I'f"ﬁ f-'la N t: gt ‘!l'r':'_?[_l
' N/ have no choice!

Try the Ruby
method on her!
: This is
all corrupt! It
Must all be
deleted --

Al right, what the
hell was that?
... I covldn't
begin to guess.

Let's rope this
| oPP and then go tell .
Leyna.

going to need to do a lot oF J
rd resetis here anyway.

r
r
i




MEANWHILE, BACK IN THE YARDS -.-.

I've decided. I'm
going to keep you .
around Por a while as my I Might

Make you even
bigger ... couple of \
other adjustments ... I
think You'd look good
with a--

personal ... guard.

i
LY
|

4
i
i

et
w7
-

People have
got to stop
breaking ovt of my
ePPects. It's really J
Prustrating.

What##

How can you I looked Por
say something 5 ou all night:

&'cute. like that? - Tramping around
An't believe it. these awPul

tunnels--
vex!

You're intact!

You han't ever
worried bout none
else but you.

When those
creatures havled you Only care bout
away, I Peared For Polk else iP can make

your safety ... Wou happy.

Jex,
wait!
Something's
wrong with you

'L ! o T R
- '_1-1._l_ i,.r'r“-.'l o

R A L TR TR Sonkis ' Hrrrghrggg!!

Thinkin on it ...
Might be best you
can't do any else

but that.

Got idea Por that. Now can make selp

happy any time.

Get bored, know
what to do.




Starking to
}  5¢e what Jex
Might: have come
oLt here For.

hoLses should have
Ssamebody in Chem ...

They capture
pecple and take
them away. They
sgem to be able to J
portal instantly. I'm pretity sure I can
Usvally thew & -— ' undo whatever this is.
disappear as soon , ' Give me a Moment ...
as they have
SOMEDNe.

... or iP
anyone actually
gives them a Pight.
This is the Pirst Gime
we've knocked one
out bePore it could
vanish.




Youcan X

... When they
brought me to
her I think she was
surprised. Maybe
becavse I wasn't a
goblin? Mostiy
goblins around
here ...

She said as
long as I'd
wandered in
where I wasn't
wanted, I might
as well be

useful. =, VR ...
all kind of a

mess aPter tbhat.

I was ... something
hig Peap[erunﬂmg
Pg

M me? I was
trying to catch
- them? ;

Show me Where —_

she is¥

Look, you'd
better recall out.

And stay away Prom
the swamp until we
Pix this.

It sounds like she
changed Wou into the
same kind of creature
that dragged youv in.

Well, that
was a mean

bhing to do ...

Are you going
.. dPter her?

= Sigh ==
Probably, at this point.
I think I may have a
Priend stuck in there.

It will gdo

%:' f badlm Por vs, J..,
5 | .

qﬂ*}: T L
g d
R A "

J.'-"' Ah ...

b Pperhaps.

'r

* .i.'.l-:{ .ﬂ-

I-
e

Al right, now
what's your
story? I've never
sgen anyone like
Wou before.

There are very
Pew of us, and we
keep to the swamp.
We don't care tio be
invelved in y
everything else. ./

How long have
Wou been watching
them Gake people
without telling
anybody?

... ANy weeks.
But, to be Pair, we realize
new that deing nothing was
a mistake ...

Uh-hoh.
She took some of
yours, didn't 4he?
3 . Yes. And we
dcrn t know how. We
should be immure to
her magic.

I am Eilonwe.

They are Keridwen. [aio
- AN .

"/ But she will <

" persevere, we
4 will be saved, and
f our presence will
8\ have provided
B something vital. 8

I
i wr
= i -
i —_—

e »'

. BT
3 a4 II"J'I. ﬁLl'I'.'Il_-,*. 2. . — '.'."-1::‘1::'-1.

@7 Canyou really bell N e
& Ghe Puture, or are you

just good at guessing
bhe odds?

That was a /ot
harder to revert than

Is there 3 difference
between the two?

Hrgkhllf

I suppose I shovld rescue the little

Pool. Can't even maniPest her own clothes ...

and now she's doing things like this. She's
clearly wayin over her head.

IPI'm
lucky, |
maybe she'll z
be ableto
lead me to 1

the bitch.

\—1\ ~ o "'ll

e A et

it should have been.

[ can't decide if
I should try bo save her
once I Pind her ... or
strangle her.

+ P
A
f ‘\l || - 1
[ ] \ ._ -
: *'."f B i
And thenwe p »
are going bo ‘ L AR
have a -- R AR -
meer=aY
f :




You horrors are supposed to

make MY liPe easier, not keep

And yet I've
had two of you
ih the last Pew

months, I guess
You can't pass up
the chance to be
righteous at
somebody 50
obviously
evi.

bringing me problems.

What is it you can't
handle this time?

Oh, I see.
HAM.
= Well, that's legitimate.

I thought you'd have

enough sense not Lo
. come back aPter you
5 Pled the Pirst time.

But of course wou
didn't. You think wou're an
elP. Which means you think

You know better than
everubody else.

Hold onto
her, now.

She wants
to Find her
Priend, so I'm
going to peint her
in the right:
direction.

g A
.'l.l

J ™

L
it 5

e

-

Most of the
people I take on, I try
tio make vseful.

But you "elves"” annoy me.
[ don't want wou to be vseful.

I want you to be
completely vseless.

Get ready, you
bwo, this thing's
- ng” oy
heavy.

E=)

got ...
Nission ... have to
stiop Wou ... ook My
Priend ... can't just
. €Nl ...

——

Yes, yes, I'm a
menace to society
and all that.

And of course Yyou're the
only one who can stop
Me, because you're

an gl You know, it's Punny, 1

could have sworn that you
elves never left your little
citadel or whatever you call it.
You don't like bo mingle with
us inPerior types.

I want you to be wandering
around aimlessaly Por the rest of
Your liPe, unable to pull your
pathetic mind together enough tio
even know what you are, let
dlone have a purpose.

I want people to run
sereaming Prom Yyou whenever
Wou approach them, and I want
You to always be too stupid o

ever Pigure out why.

-

= =

You'll know iP
Wou Find Wour Priend
down there.

e =

‘:
,ﬁ




I don't think I've :
ever before had the Peeling |

of being surrounded by ¥,
things I can't see, X
WA,
4]
'y
A
9.
' ;
;I-'! Y
Y A
:;.'..-*
2]
g ¥ L
I know they're * :
: skitbering around T . - |
, 4 Vs, but 50 Par I S -t
f haven't gotten as e S~
! Much @s a -- | o sy gl !
& — .
g o
Al \ " , h;-
g " No, don't run! . TR
- We need to talk to you! “aLEN , A -
-
oy ._1...:! .._.‘::I'-:-:" -
i g - ‘_-__- = L 8 . L0 i
AND S&2 ...
:“T;IE:-Er‘I?ii-lin' p She said if I was going
i T AR s \ to play at being a goblin then
]?[L:tlt--.:—..:- W tl 1].}-':'-_" Wou d.ld. tl]-_].-._lln I ﬁhlﬂuad be a Irlé:a‘llrg':,bl"'ﬂ_ ghE
: Y said "goblins aren't cute." She
| "y said I should stay down here
AN - as a monster ...
\ LR e
With her as ... yeah,
your ruler, of
course, I wonder how long I've
/ been in here ...
‘I.,‘1

This is another one
that's been changed.
I guess they probably all
are, huh?

7 We need to >
e e shﬂ"’ﬁib‘ﬁrﬂu‘ o
Zan you help? W ) >
5 P4 don't know what you g
sl bhink you can do. |5
S Nobody's beaten her 55
s 'L"Et"“,'ﬂttﬂtﬂewri
T have tried. £ S8

L ‘-‘. .- e ™ ¥ - K -
--..' - ,_-—-"""" '_.—_;. .

o T ;

T | _ Wi i, =

Let me gof

Let me - =l Well, one more try

won't hort,.

Since You can
restore them, why not
just do that?

Po you want to
be in here Por
weeks, Eilonwe?
I do not.

More We Undo, the o S b ) .. Thi& i5 3 lot.
more we attract her ; i
attention and her
dePenses ... we wouldn't
get very Far before we /%
had to take her on A

dnyway.
- S Huge dark cave,
. perPect Por--

IF we're lucky,
when we deal with
her, most of her
ePPects will revert
by themselves.

N
LATTITY
) Z
F | i ".ﬁ .._ .‘_ﬁ ;i
I ] } _,;
Y id Not that waw!!
I
Vi Ruby, get away!
-~ dWrkkk --
/
\

Quickly, bePore
they net Wou!



better be some
other waws out
of here.

" All right,
' thisis
& difPerent.

And I'd better Pind
Lhem pretty Past.
e For some reason 1 have @
Still just very bad Peeling about
another big - this place.
dark cave
though ...

= IR ==

Faster!/

L T e
I '“"__
1':“
b 3
- 3 % - .l___gl.
Jex, what are
Wou doing#
We've got to get out of
here! That witch is crazy!
Look wWhat she did to me--
\ £ -
< —
= Ay ~
-,
- o ’ i
'.;ﬁ - -'C-:. B
"-.'.'l:;f-.._
— e -'l'_d..— -

Goblina, havl oPp!

Gob business,

Bring

that over
here.

Jex, wait ...
RO ...

Ering &hat over
here, chof

Big dumb.




My goodness,
Amanital do Wou have
any idea what you've

brought: me?

I think you
most; I can't
remember when You
[ast came out of
your cave ...

I'm a likkle
surprised Wou were
able to aPPect her,

Ruby Martinez.
I've heard so much
about Wou.

I always khew
You'd show up
eventually. Can't be
saPe Prom the notice
oF A's chieP meddier

Porever.
honestly.

coeee!

Leave her with me. I'll
take it Prom here,

It's a shame
Wou were stupid
enpugh to wander into
Awmanita's cave. I'd have
liked to have subdued
You myselP,

Skill, we might as
well make vse of bhe
sibuation ...

MMM, Yes ...
we're definitely going to
play a little Pirst ...

We could even go
bigger, I think ...
But I'll need to

make one change.

I knhow the
statistics. I
know how many
MEN in Sleep
become women. I
guess that's why
there's such a
shortage of
dick these
days.

I'm sure that's 1
Fine Por some, but Por me,
ib just doesn't work
without it ...

-- gaaaan/ --

. I knew you were Paking. IF
I s Amanita had gotten to Wou, You wouldn't be
. 7= Uhhh! - out of it like that, you'd just be Prantically
I'm going to tell you trying to Er-ug yourselp.
something ... 5

That's good ....

My ePPects put Wou in a daze, and they're
a lob stronger. You've been breathing them.
Let's see iP Yyou can shake those ofF.

&

..-' .r _'\- i

- I

o

R e

(o

. o
"




you're awake! .-
The next part's no

ve Pun? I did. going to be as much Fun, I'm

aPraid. It's time Por a nasty

little meddler to get what - T
Ehe doserias, ™ - I'm told You came in with

Lhese two birdbrains, so 1
bhought 1'd et them watch.
Their turn's coming.

Ruby, move!
Jou've got to get
oLE oF there!

it's Pull of
marshmallow ...

I don't lknow what you think
gives you the right. Where do Wou get
ofP telling people what's acceptable and
what isn'tZ Why do you get to change
things to something wou like better,
but nobody else does?

, . x\‘ > i

I r | £ |IIII ; g
S'not like that ... _ _ ,

just: looking Por ] : y o=

Mmissing people .... R W dAUGH! 113

g

Not trying to --

-

You're like the birds. A lot
of things don't aPPect Yoo, or
You shake them ofF Past. I
solved that, though.
You have to wear it.
something that keeps
applving the ePPect. Something
hard to take ofP. Like the

masks on the harpies.

Or a coating of slime.

You want bo police things, you H

¢an go police the muck tunnels. I've @

| noticed there have been way too many |
b people sneaking in here through the
muchk tonnels [ately.

nopodarmr ...

Ah, there we go. . s
Oozing on through. Pon't, worry, 1'm sure it
e o won't take You long to Pigure
out how o stay solid.

' = a2 =
- o
s
ie waa
- .l =
’ e P—

- . o~ s
A = e L Have Pun down there.
- — T —_-‘ . y x ¥ e




INTERLUDE-

THE THALLIUM ESTATE, HIGHPLINT -

She
wasn't barking at
Me, milady. The king's
adjutant is here, and you
know how Fifi Peels
about her,

= uﬁgﬁ .

Look, You Silly puppy,
it's just Seev ...

T,
L

Adjutant? Mready?
... hot supposed to --
It's aF‘-’i:-erf II
eleven, milady. .
Time to let the g7
daylight in ... I

e,

P
%Y

Aaavgh!

Fifi, shush ...
Mommy's trying to sleep ...

Sadist.

.. All right. stall her ontil I
get dressed.

And go put Fifi in her run so
she won't make a
commotion, will yov?

I imagine You were up
late last night with
b important business.

/... %0mething
\ ke that.

I'M very sorry
to have kept his
Mmajesty's
representative
waiting ...

Y You may go,
Seev.

¥

£ I'm always

HE a little

sprprised when

e h:= majesty doesn't
| mﬁrst his bodyguard
| be joined to him at

5l the hip. Did wou

Rk have much

R, trouble getting

;

W S0, were Wou

f keeping busy last

=, nightZ Any good
stories?

probably

thrilled he didn't g
have to ditch me. B
Every so oPten he
does this "Hanne,

I'm not going to

heed wou Por a
couple of days, ises
,  It'll be Pine"

o

: G
Eelreve it or not,
I went to bed o
dlone last night. ,’;.J -3
r,_:-:jlg::

. o 5,.., EkET
'r"'r

Hanne, that
8¢holz bitch has
got me at the end

of my tether.

She never used to
bother with us bePore, but
now she's raiding the e*:-bai:-e

constantly, grabbing people .. .
the rate she's going I'm not %mﬁg br:r "

have anyone lePt soon. And I don't Lo
“x have the kind of dePenses that g5 -

Delp's improved his

N Pelp has. Iwas tryyingto -
50 the timing was “‘--fEaH Aogral bhaEf____.. dePenses, too. Brought in some ™\
good Por everybody. s T\ help. That's why she's raiding you.
| - 1. She can't get much traction with him
I'm pretty sure he has a lover \ anymore.
he doesn't want me to khnow . b /
about, which is stupid, = ”'q:. _You didn't hear that Prom me.
becauvse with him I've seen £ =Y > I B

- [] - -'—H_F._.___._.___._——l- —
everything by now. .. haven't "

been sleeping o Great.

very well. ( Anyway, bhat's why T was thinking of /

. bahma i:-h:ﬁ vpstairs.
q_,_‘_‘_‘_._-_-___-_-_'_._._._,_u-l—

Vi ... Wou know I
do everything I can ... I
don't mind keeping Brendan From
asking where the hell Lord Thallivm is
... bUt I can't inberPere here.

40 ... that was the business
portion of the visit.

IP I did and he Pound out, I'd be
lucky to get out of Highpoint in
one piece.

Oh, no, I
didn't mean you!
I meant I was
thinking of going

straight bo Brendan
S and saying "House
‘-’-’ S8 Thallium didn't sign
4. Up Por this."

Wouldn't do any
good. He thinks you all
should Pight wour own B
Pights. You get wiped ,
out, so be it.

.1-:,::%‘

Well, if Delp ¢an bring in ‘-’r‘ﬁ%.
help, then I ¢an too,
right ¥ Brendan can't
possibly object to
that?

T
UEMH-

~ He's not
@ very consistent ..
but, no, I wouldn't
think 0.

-_—

-
=

1

-

Who do Yo have in s
mindz -'r--

-I_.u".
i
-

Ly

Idon't. I
haven't gotten [Roil A
that Par yet. ‘f:_}

2

Now we can get to |

the Fun part.




SOME TIME LATEE-

I'm sorry I
wasn't able to
HEEI' 'ﬂ"itlh _|-_'_‘,I:":.]
sooner. 16 took me
a While to make
|'|'l.l:'r"'l':-.'" .l"i'l.-a ‘:_:llﬁ"_:"'.

I hadn't
expected to ge
two more of Hoo
this soon. You're
HoG "E'E'FE Euiull.:;l-'."'tl

are Wou?

Get them!
@et bhems!

::L:"':.-""t- tlh-'? :
person I need! B8

<

They're
aPter me!

Help me
keep them
away --

Ne!

Stay away Prom melf




Why don't
Wou go to hell

and lecture
the damned.

I noticed that every time you
"punished" somebody by changing
Ehem, You made them vgly.

Or ugly by your standards, anyway. That
was the important bit. Big, small,
whatever -- but they had to be vgly.

Why's that 2

It's OK.
I'm all right.
Ib's OK --

The thing is, you're not
Lgly. Ch, You can try Lo hide
it under a layer of moss, and

grow mushrooms out of your

back all you like ...

Pon't look.
Don't look.

Walk in another
direction ontil Wou get
out, It's not real.
Pon't look.

: " I don’t think

50, especially
since you're so
wrong about
everything.

You hate people,
don't you#

['ve noticed that ¢
when someone hates \
pecple, it gives them |
really weird ideas about B8
who people are and /8
what they wa ﬂt.‘/'

It also leads them to
Lhderestimate everyone,

becauvse they don't believe |
that anyone else can be

¢apable.

Eibher you want to be
the only thing in your Filthy
little kingdom that isn't ugiy
out oF pure ego, or You're
scared of something.

I'm horrible!
I'm @8 monsten!

What did she do to me?

And becavse you
assumed ho one could
break out of your
ePPects, Wou were willing
to make wour vicbims
powerPul. Big. Tough.
Make better minions
that way, right# Never occurred
to you Por an
instant that might
backFire.

I think you're
scared of
55!’!"-Etlhf”g_

No, this can't be right.
This isn't real.
It's some kind of trap.

Just leave.

Just go out the door
and it'll all be Pine --




Looping.

She's stuck in 8
scenario Pighting with her
own brain. It'll take her a
long time to get ot ... iIF

I was hoping that
would revert her
changes, though.
-= Sigh --
We'll have to--

I.* _\'f.l a N

-
-

Did sou get rid of
her? You got, rid of her,
didn't, you?

she cando it ab all. =

Is she coming
back? Pleade say
she's not coming

back ...

I managed to Oh! Her control's
Pfc tihe cluss.thie broken. That makes it
right way. MUCh easier.
'{—
Sometimes @i
it's nicetohavea Yo o
psUchologist as a o8
Priend. :

I can Pix you but I
don't need to. Recall.
gince you're not under her
influence anymore, that'll

revert You. But bePore wou do

that, go around and tell
anubody else Wou ¢an Find. IF
they've got their minds back,
they should recall out.
They're Pree.

There [hey are!
& #
Ower herell

e
F Y
£ UURRH?

%&;

We should go
through and check
... Por ones who
didn't: break out, or
can't remember
their recall ...

I covld use
your help. L I was having
VA gl gs diPPiculty
: : A R breaking it ...

..andlcan't
recall just now

sure. becavse ...

Let me see
what I can
do ...

ah, speaking
of that, I don't
spppose I could

ask you to ...

- 5 -
o g

I was trying to
rescue You.

A F 4 3 ' A
That was hou: ) fou're an exile, Cres,

You know perPectly well
what that means.

I can't even be
talking to you. IP
they Pound out ...

i Sl What did Wou think
You were doing?

lIIllI.‘_-li' - : o s
{/ You should not &
\ have come.

T e
e

HOURS LATER-

By i RN 1 s a " -
o * was looking ‘H&" ) N AV, \\ : __t
' D . Por @ Priend JERSERN .' ' (s )
\ s oP hers, A 50 W j
_ A ! . N\ . /. )
v . il . |
I believe our ' . : Sitl \
work is Pinished. Pr"ﬂbat'fﬂ Found her and N I"":J[' \\
then they decided to ditch us. Y Al
Fauns are like that. e/ .
|
We would very ? £
MUCh like Go leave J 2
bhis place. A
§ - 4
darn't % \
blame you. . w
f
Yeah, I think we
got everybody.
Except ...
Jex, the
Jumpers told me you
came with a Faun. I .
haven't seen any Pauns.

And we haven't
reverted anyone =~
into a Paun. ;

... Bhink I'm
wedring them.




It is 0. : fig
There are Leave them in it.

They don't: do anything but
“*"’ﬁﬁ,f;’f""“" ; Make trouble anyway.

You all right.?

It won't hurt you.
I don't think they'd
do it iP it would.

A very
strong

working. An't stule,

Kala.
An't that.
Can you
uhdo it?
You khow
that.

Necklace on,
can do things.

b N lecklace

Yes. But we will ¥ W ofF, go back

need a ritual. an't do none
Al must assist. gain.

Thank You, dex!
For everything!

Nice seeing Wou
again, Ruby/
C'mon, let's get out
of here bePore they
change their minds.

MEADOW KNSWS BUBY FBOM THE "XENSMOBPHY
&cLLE IN THE FEE-SFRUE DAYS, NEW &ONE-

Hell, . Woke up
Jex, you aPter, Pelt so bad
apologized bout it., broke me
twice at the right out. Han't got head
Gime. | rights, else.

[ think
Wou've
apologized
enough.

Well, there,
Wou see?
something good
came oF it.

Can't help it.
Feel real bad ... I knew you

what I did ... were n‘t;, yourselp.

' It's OK. Honestiy?
Leaving ofF bein
controlled, it was Fun.
Even if was Couple of new
important ... . experiences Por me
in Ghere.

“Important"?
What do wou
mean?

Which gave me
sgme ideds ...

I thought mawbe
we could experiment,
W'know, in better
circomstances.

‘Course ...
-= YUUAA! -~
s'not something
You'd want to do
every day ...

= NI ==

... An't sure bout that!

e ] 1 —_—
: .
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