Here is What Clauton Barker remembers:

Someone put something over his head,
dressed him in something. It ail Pelt

good. It Made him want to deo things.

He was in & room with .
another person who \ {‘

looked just like hiM. He * u'

Might have known her? | : -
L]

BePore? They had a lot

of sex. Maybe For _ Ny, S
days. It was good. M Vi

Then Lhere were other e
rooms. Obhers (ke

them. More sex. Time
stopped progressing.

And everything
glse disappeared,
gradvally Faded,
until there was
nothing but the
rooms and the sex.
Then the woman
With Lhe voice said
"Wou're ready.”
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Words and 1mages by Trilby
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Oh, good. I guess ) S
_ they depend on people not being
J How e willing to remove them ... I'm going to
I haven't _ever these hoods do ditch the bodwsuit too. IP I go have
masturetated that much this, it's powerful as hell. I ' another look Por Ruby, I want her to
since I was Pourteen. was right: not to wear a real one il know Who T am. =
For my disguise. !
I think my hand might have
Pailen oPP. Step one: see iP I can take off
the real one they put on
Me.

e : Do ah =g Hrm. sbep
e e EESRSN two's going to be a lot

AT 3 EEEES ¢ harder. These gates are
------------- _ EEESy very solid and very

I covld recall, but I
really do want to take
another pass Por Ruby.

.
T & T A g
e Ny
IF ™

,.f—"r I were her, L“‘=~,

| maybe I could just )
. disbelieve and wall ™
., bhrough this wall. But I

; : ' jo have to do it the
ks 5“";?5';:;%‘;’;";“;-! old-Pashioned way: Hide
AT J 7in a dark corner, wait Por

i TN A

S somecne Lo come check

on me, then jump

them.

—""_'_'___‘_'_""—-_
Seems Lo me T
like you have that a bit ™,
backward, Josiah. Some of vs?

UM would love bo vanish completely |

... Pour that we know of. And the truly Por @ while. Bt i We get rid /
disturbing thing is, they're not ofP in some private oP our money ... that's -
retreat. They don't exist anymore. Their idenities . Serovs. -
are Mmissing. That shouldn't be possible. g _—

Have you S
considered the possibility ™,
that they might not have
. " gotten entangled with the
All their assets have been transPerred to : T~ Euphorics voluntarily? Didn't
these Euphoric people. Fine, iP one of You is that _ Clawton disappear without /
Poolish, that's your problem. But the identity ) - A = any warning? -~
vanishing ... L e

An emergency Meeting of some of bhe More prominent Barker Family members in A4.

Yes, Pavline, that did
v occor to me. Thaugh
/anuthing's possible with Clayton.
[ I'd like everybody to check on any
others Wou ¢an; see iPf they've been
approached by these people.
\ Monica, when did you last see
Y, Mour brother? He'd probably
AN signup with a colt. 7

T,

- e,
i e
o S __.__..a'
- e
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— “You know, Josiah, if you'd bother i::E“'-xﬁ
~ [ get her pronouns right, she might: speak)
! o you once in a while. g

-
e

/" I haven't seen Nathaniel in months.
I suppose I can go check.
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Thank Wou.

Lucius, I'd like you to investigate
these Evphorics, iP you don't mind.
We can shut them down, but we
need a Pirm basis. We don't want
ko seem capricious,

-'..
.,

e
/

1 /" hetvally ... I
|II |II

{ have inPormation
W\ Lbh at they're already

Y

-

Unclear. Concerned

/ citizenslimaube, I'll know =

_ more once I speak with them. - -
Bywhom? S\ T hate to do work that's

‘(J . dlready been done. Please yourselP. But work

e - ) quickly. I don't want to see

i

— any more of our Pamily
T



Nobody reacted in any of
the open rooms ... I can't
shake the Peeling that she's one
of these with the numbers, They
seem a lot Purther gone than the
others. I hope she's OK.

IP she's one of
these, she'd have to be near Ah. I'd been
the end of the sequence--she wondering when you
hasn't been in long enough to be two would turn up.
one of the lower-numbered
onhes ...

ONE FIGHT LATER ---

' It's got to be her. Bub ’ .
(“she can't hear me. And her ) - (R
~, hood doesn't come ofP. Y
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"# CK. T'll call Por an
\ interrupt. For both of vs.
And that shovld Pix her.

I hope.
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" NabZ HelloZ

This isn't right
... Peels like even &
Nat hasn't been in "
here in ages ...

... 'Course, it
| doesn't help that Nat

~ hasn't changed this

. POOM since she Was on
N that retro kick when

| she was sixteen ...

Boom's like a3
MUseum of
everything that was
bad about the 1270's ...

... Which I assuome was
Mmost of ib.

I don't
know who you
assholes are

buti--

Now, [hal wain?
very hice.

Hello, Monica,
What are you doing here?
5

... Nathaniel?




Midnight summoned vs For @ meeting a couple of
days after we escaped the compound. I bhink she
wanted vs both to have a little breather First.

I have new information.

But bePore we get intio that, how are you
doingZ Are you Pully recovered? o : :
I'm all right. I had a little
I owe Wou an apology. I didn't realize it trouble talking, and I was
was possible to lose YourselP that hard dazed ab Pirst, but mostly it

in there ... at least, not until it was seems to have all come back
too [abe. | a-‘i soon as I woke up.

’ I have a question

about that. I understand
that you can't Porce a recall,
\ becauvse even iP you know their
. recall method, they have to
do it themselves.

But these
~  interrupts--you can pull
/someone completely ovt of Sleep
| without needing their cooperation.
\ Why can't we do that to Pix Dr.
. Chapman's poor lab rats?#*

Permission. I ¢an do an
interrupt Por You two becavse [
completely control the beds you're in.
To do it Por other beds I'd need to get
cooperation From whoever
contrpls that bed.

OW, 50 here's the news: I know Which is nob likelv to happen.
Why the cult leader is doing all this, RN T DAICRE
and now that Monica Barker has

vanished, I'm pretty sure I even know = '

who they are.

It's a N e —

—

Barker, isn't | _— I believe 0. How'd you get . - » v
. there? Was that a hunch, or do you ) -~ The nasty bit is whoever's running
know something I don't? g /  this has some way of destroyingor ™

==t " Mubing personal identity. The people
(canﬁumed by the cult are consumed. They don's e —

o T

Hunch, once I realized this \ have an existence except; Por whatever /| _— The pOMbENS.
Was someone With bigger ideas than ™, \Jdentity bhe cult assigns them. That's not /' -~ N

just getting their own personal jollies. _ supposed to be possible. . ™
THis i2 & bakeover. That's Barken J' 1 r’ When they gave me a number, My old identity ]

v | | R u.,_ 5tuppﬂd existing. It was like I wasn't that
Gerritory. person anymore. Did they try to eab My

W --=,___ assets? I didn't check.
:“"--.._,_‘_‘_

Well, they don't have a | Yes, you consented to it,
monopoly on it, but yes. Ruby noted that acmramg ko the records. Not that th#
the money motive didn't work iF they were assuming anything, thanks to wour Poresight.
bed Pees. That's true Por most people in Sleep--but; iF . __ @ssuming you didn't consent.?
those small Pry are just bonuses and the real goal is Lo = A
get some big Fish ... Five Barkers have been eaten by the s
cult. Four of them have signed all their assets i
over. Apparently they haven't taken ( Honestly, I don't even
Monica that Far yet. \ recall being asked.

,f--*’ﬂ we have a motive,

/ and we know the method, and we may

l'x even know who's doing it.. Now what do

T~ WedodboobibT 7" Well, that's the problem. I N _
f was hoping maube iP the three aP j .. T have a solution.

. Us put our heads tagebh&r
e * But given what Midnight told me a minute

e e

— |: ago, I'm not sure it's doable.

'x And even if it: is, bhe three of vs will have
~._bo be really careful how we do it. -

Less than a day (aber, there was anobher Barker
emergency meeting. A smaller group, this time.

. Idon't

4 know that fg’l[ work - Tree. But you'll have our
completely, but it'll stop the _- cooperation this time. Some

| problem Por the moment, and we'll LRl situations call Por special exceptions, I
A, bein an excellent position to il ) bhink we have general agreement this
—_ prevent it Prom happening é is one of those.

But it does require a level of You understand that we can't initiate
IS cooperation which ... excuse My _ this without a near Pocus, though?
saWing 5o ... we don't vsvally Someone will have to go in there.
Muster among ourselves,

_——
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f.f" Ch, yes, I know. The
people who had been
(,, investigating this matter |
/ \.  Wwill provide that. /4
'—'—-—-—h___ i *‘1;:&
I'd like to know more about =3 J 1
these people. f/

- So would I.
’Eut- in Ghis matter and Por bhe
moment, I trust them.

\ Eeyand that, we'll see what
happen5 in the Puture,

Th[?u“*’! You, | , " You know he's going to keep
clos. ._ /" pursving this business of these
.- independent investigators or vigilantes or
_Whovever these people are that you'ne 4

Ak, You know I'm happy to working with. ma:—-_h

do anuthing For Wou, Serene. * ; ;
Anyway, it's a good idea. What I - Josiah has very strong Peelings about
didn't just propose it
yourselp. ) Ia—

Come on. There are at
least three reasons why Josiah
won't listen to anuthing I have to say.
As it is, he resents that my holdings
entitle me to be present at these
meetings at all.

" Deapite the Pact that the
policy needs to be
reexamined.

I'm aware. But the
inPormation isn't mine to &
reveal yet. Hold him ofP if you '8
¢an. Buy time. |

IF You like, You can call it
another Favor Por me. I
OWe Wou S0 many.

I'm not keeping count.
% You shouldn't either.
IP this was going to happen--and it
heeds to happen--then somecne else was
going to have to propose it.




o TS

“" You're .
giggling.

I'min
character.

| Also, this is Punny
‘o ashell.

L.

.

Con! We're in some kind
of Preaky cult place! I
don't think we're supposed
to be here! 1 sure hope aut it
hobody Pinds vs! ; - N o0t They'l
53 Find vs soon
enough.

Are you grouchier
than vsval?

~5igh-
It's the outPib. It makes me ™
uncomPortable. I know we had to
be disguised, and I like your |
imagination, but Why this in 7
particular?

Anybody
who sees 0s will
be tioo distracted
by the disguise to
redlize that we're
disguised.

That: doesn't make any sense.

Trust me!
It's a distraction.
Besides, you look
totally hot in it.

..--"""_'_._-_‘_‘_'_ -
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/ These people in
( weird hoods have Pound
vs! They look mean!
N Omigosh, what are we
~._going to do? _~
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/ Ham it vp, hY "~.._~::-.~.\
\_apparently. f h
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g TR 7 They TN T
/ --giggle-- \ I'¢an't hear vs )
( Can't hood vs if you 1 S anyway. = — _

can't catchus!  / -
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J N Hmm,

Oh no! We've run right;
into some kind of big
gathering!
Or maybe it's a dance
party.
I think it's
a rave. Check
out those
lights.

Ooh, yeah.

The one up on the
platPorm's got great
hair.




That
wasn't really
what we had

in mind.

Ok, we're
here!

No! You've-
riiined everylhing!
Do you know how

= T

A Pew days later? A Pew weeks (ater? I don't know. :
Later. " I'm still impressed uaur* ' _:__-;___— £ == “mm
f Priend was able to get them all to g '._r-_— ¥
{ agree to it. Doing an interroption  § :E: S
everybody in that space wearing one off Not: a5 many as
. those hoods ... that was neariy Pive 7 you might bhink. Only T =
hundred people. How many f Pew of them are dfr*ecbfsg e =
Barkers had tobuy in? _ [inyolved in managing beds. But, 1o
still, enovgh. IF there hadn't [
——=. been Barkers aPPected by it LN
they probably never
- would have.

=7 They Pight like crazy, but they
protect their own. Mostly.

— UnPortunately, no ™

— one's Pigured out f.'al"ll‘5 "m
— . [dEHf.'-itH Cloak that Nathaniel is ™
[ using. 50 when she disappeared,
"N\ she readlly disappeared. she
doesn't exist. And all her J
-space-;-" were deleted, as_ g

o - ,_,..f' Yeah.

I'd never been
standing in a space while
it was being deleted
bePore. Interesting
experience.
_'"_,_—:-— —-—_.'—'_"_
-;_ﬂ-““ 80 all we can do i5 ™
1 wait: until Nathaniel
decides to make more
_ trouble in some other
identity?
. “Yes, but
7 don't lose 5leep
over it. She's got & long ™,
/ list of people mad at her.
Clayton's claiming the Pamily's
using this as an excuse to try
Lo strip his assebs; Monica
Peels betirayed; Josiah doesn't
like Barkers trying to do
dirty to other Barkers,
.. Unless he's the one
~._ doing it.
_—— -
IF she does =
reappear, we may be too \ 3§
Par down the queve bo even )
get our licks in. i
—— 5
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j"' el Tl ' e o ekl ~Bomeone told me 3 -
: m&: Jadd 0, il F 5h¢rr'f3 bime back that iP I
was on the beach I should

enjoy the sun.

Sohvsh, L

WATCH THIS $PACE FOR ANOTHER EXCITING APVENTURE OF
SLEEPER SOUAD




