THE AWRKE WoReLD,
SUCH AS IT 15.

IF Yeou DON'T
EEMEMBEE WHZ
THESE FESFLE ARE,
ESFECIALLY THIS &NE
WATH THE BAT, HAVE
FATIENCE.-




-

THE EECENTLY BECONSTITUTED BAEBKERE BOAEDELOOM, BACK IN SLEEF.

(

You know, that
didn't even occor to me!

You know, Mr.
Sheridan, I'd love to hear
| i ﬂdfghbfhfq i what some of the other
\ )’ ' g S92, 4 ers are like. H 1
IPor*g:E eL‘Lmﬁei Ir'ue'mar ) surprised you were wrilmg centers are like. Have you
: f %, to go with her ..
! 1:'.:.'1'4' 1I"I""':“ e, _
Y she very

cleariy knew T
who I was,

and she'd
R\ Mmadnaged to M
.-L'ff"u get there &

" No, no. Just A
through AS, counting
this trip.

And I haven't been back to
A1 since leaving it; the
transatlantic voyage is
very difficult to
arrange.

Y It was obvious 8
that one of you had
| sent her, once I got
over ... ah ... the
Tk . Besides, she was right.
AElgrshecs. I needed to get out oF
there. I haven't decided

They wanted
whether to go back.

to send me bo A7 two

Wears ago, but I don't
spedk any
Japanese.

— I stepped away
~—— 7 Prom active management
Mr. Sheridan, I owe

‘r of A4 Por an extended period.
you an apology. 4

y I didn't expect that would )
- ,  Mean noone glse here /
_ Wwould communicate., _«

_.--

It seems I N
would have likely \
had to come out to
consult in person
anyway, given the
problems you're

/" You should send
" Mldwen Barker a
message, though. He'll
be relieved to hear
Wou're all right. &

e

7 You know, I N
didn't get to
ask the obher day
... Wou've changed
your look a fot ...
¢an I know about
\ i6Z Or is it boo
personal?

You were hard to

recognize too! I'd never
_Seen You with short hair
Ty

~  It's not too personal, but

( it's also not all that Pascinating.
_You've seen me Awake; You know I

b wasn't born Pemale.

]
# For years I thought the

( best approach was to try to look
495 3y

o loti like my real body. ﬂ Pelt

-
& more honest, I g

But one day I just thought, “You
khow, I'M not raohma the way I really want N

i

to look, and there's no reason I can's Iaoh that)

way, 5o why am I sticking with an y
Hﬁjppearan ¢e I'm not happy with? _

—
=
—
-

No, Serene.

S,

-

I T

run the meeting.

F

T ——

4

(.~

You sit at the
head of the
table today.

Oh, Josiah ..
don't want to EEILE
Your spot ..

You're the aniu
shareholder who's ‘H
tried bo do a thing to
keep A4 Prom Palling apart
Por the last Pew years,
Even this ;'.heetmg is only
happenma becauvse of
Wou. As Par as I'm
concerned, Wou' r'e
leading it.

'\_\
'ﬁ

‘_.ll"

N
-
&

{-f"f‘."u'eu, I'm happy
\_ to sit here.
Fine.

But I don't want this

chair anymore.

Are you six
Wears old,
Brendan?

been to all oP them? 4

.I1I'£J'1."I.-" wait just a minvte!

IP you're going to abidcate on N
seniority then let's go by number of

'EHEIFE‘:.- ﬂi"ld I'M the one Who gets to ;'

»
Noti just sulking, but
sitting as Far From one
arother as they possibly can
. am:! everyone says I'M the

ne With an Paa,,qﬂr*abe:d
sense oF drama

'E' :
Z Do you
bhink Josiah
rﬂ-ah-_—“: ... UR ...
bired? Why, Zeke!
Don't tell me you're
worried ...
I'm allowed to
be, aren't I7 I mean,
he's not really my

\ grandpather, but ib
\. Peels like it.

He probably
changed to look more
like his actual

appearance.
Yeah.

That's why I'm
worried.

Don't be.
I'm betiting on him
outliving vs all.

Hello, everyone!

Sorry we're running behind

How are
Wou doing?
We haven't

seen You
since ... ah,

before ...

I'm getiting
there, thanks.
It's been a long

recovery.

A lot 0B “
daus I skill

)

don't Peel like
I'm myselP. 4

... BUL We
shovld
probably get

started.
HI

{—l-_
o

e

_—|__

I didn't come here bo

hst#n to her tell me what to

do. She tries to do that
enpugh as it is.

i
-

-"..

" Yes, yes, you have the
{ |'.'|

Most shares. I know. Igﬂave k. -
hem to you. And what have Ejﬂly L
dan# with them lately?

il

I'll bear
responsibility Por

also thought You could do
better than this.

Do you khow how it Peels bto %
Find out, not just that A4 has been
Falling to pieces in my absence, but bhat
MY son has done absolutely nothing about
itZ That he's spent the last three years
hiding in a Zone playing kin

ng Por Ghe
roit au ‘-E’Fﬂﬁ-‘"b‘f’*

Let: the people be in
charge who actoally care
Lo run the damned plac
will you?

Winning
friends and 'Y
inPluencing people
as usual, huh,
Brendan?

- JhEM ==

Perhaps we could
get started?



..—l-'_'__-__'_‘--..‘_
e

/ Would Wou like tar
take this part? J

— -|-‘-‘-|-
-‘I|-'|-|_|_|_‘_‘T J'H “'1.

I'mtold you're allup bo
speed on the sprue at this
point--what litble we know

about it, at least. /

fh" § ( Oh..well.. )
: - _— d TR
- o™ Wethinkthere'sa
. /~ pretty good chance that the ™
( Sprue (8 an aukononmous process. 5o,

—_—

e

~ Eliminating it and S
/ repairing the damage it's N |
(dﬂne is going to require drasti

ah, we reboot, restore some data,
\ start A back vp ... and the Sprue
' starts back vp too and just 4

""-.
- et

7 A reboot might not: clean it
{\ out of the system. We're not )
- sure et what will.

measures, including possibly [
S\ rebooting Ad, iP that burns A0
S . oubbobeuseful--

Then why the hell
are we here?

“IP it turns
out to be
" . UsePul"?

To give
permission.

. A I know
- Yrebooting is a last
resort, but I also
thought we knew it
. Would Pix the |
N problem? / ™~

. .
- 3 el . ¥
. 3 a | 'I.‘ [ FLY 1 . T
¥ L ] y
i
#
]

”

S

-h'. \ .‘r-

~ Well, bub you agree it's Al
necessary to get AM's data ) it
reunified at any cost ...

Seems to me like
that's something we need
to settle Pirst.

I'm not clear
that I want to
give blanket '\ I A
permission Por | gt i
W anything you Might | A =7 loldon holdon! <
A try, especially not iP L " I do not agree. I refuse to

it's something _ .
destructive that reunify my data.
Might: not
actually help.

Who doesn't
want their Zone to be
revnified? This is an
_actual vote.

But, }
. Brendan ... &

Uh-Uh.
Yy That's the main
reason I came today, I §
knew one of you would try
something like that. You're
desperate to get wour
Fingers all over My Zone s¢ |
Wou ¢an make it the %
same crap as
Serenity.

Asking Por
specifics would
be a difPerent

'-.\ matter, of
course.

I like having my Zone
that I can ron myway. I
like having to portal there;
keeps the trash out.
You don't like i, oo bad.
We're not: going back.

'l D I | — t o = r—
P < . Ok, but we've got

; B 'R to unite at least
/1P Egﬁfﬂaﬂ t Y enough to Pix the sprue,

centralized way or there wWoh't be any
of ﬂ-:"nf-EFHng A4 g ' 7ones Lo govern.
then A4 is
\ Uhgovernable.
; y

sorry, Serene. N
I wouldn't put it the
way he does, but: I like
having a Zone I can
operate My way. Most of
the people who live in the
yards live there
becavseit's not like
the other zZones.,
Agreed, but
Wou haven't
oPPered a method
wet Por how bo Pix it.
We can't unite
around something
that doesn't wet

I don't agree,

Mpr. Sheridan. You're
Lhinking of us as a single
nation, and we no longer

are. We're a set: of nations
that all just happen to be

[umped in the same

data center.

And anyway, iP
we're ungovernable,
then we're

And it's not like '\
we're putbing walls §
Up. People can go
back and Porth.

You don't have
any business being
here ...

I bring crucial
data, Brendan, 5o
hush up.

This gent is

Ungovernable. That's
hot anyone else's
problem.

Johan Morell.

He's got an important story to tell you all.

Go ahead.
Tell them just like
Wou tiold me.

You're sure
Bl this is the right
way to go?

sorry to barge in,
but I'm aPraid I need tio
muddy the waters, Or
clear them. Not sure
Wwhich just yet.

Well, you can tell them
all at once, or you can tell
them each separately. This

seems a lot easier.




- -

- ok, well ... . ~<
kThe Wide-Eyes took me in Even as a kid, I knew ‘"“‘x‘l fﬂxm

b some of them wanted to get -
when I was eight. rid oP Sleep, but I didn't think ,Lfr" About ten gear'ﬁ ag':'r they e
asked me to come live in Sleep and j

about that. They Ped me and gave
me a safe F[EE.JCE ko live, aﬂgd {{ send them ME"ﬁ‘:'ﬁQE"E' about what was

AN
that's all I cared about. '\ going on in here. A spy, I guess. But
: ‘\ Ehey didn't put it that way. /
""-..

_._,..-""

% P
_.--"'""_'_._._'_._-___-_-_-_‘_'_"""'-
‘\,X_\’—/ e Iworkedon My

~ That was it Por a long time. e Al Wikl ] .
/~ Every 50 oPten I sent a report, and they 7 m;ﬁﬁt{ﬁgﬁhﬁag Eg;g;ﬁfﬂgmm '\"‘x)

" never asked Por anuthing else. Until about, uh, :
7 el Madison. I started to have dovbbs,
5ix months bePore the sprue. They had Pound a pecavée she was really a sweet

way tio destroy sleep, they said, and theu > Va kon: rebby co .
needed My help. - /  Perso a;uatrﬁ;tffoph anty condGo g
- N\ They had some "\
. ' Y kind of mad '
\ | scientist. Her name M8
. was Nat gproill. /
l-_\ ‘.\: . '._‘__ ___‘__.r'
N\ |
" It didn't help when her
{ replacement switched in and she
\ was ... bh ... well ... I didn't know /
. What to make of her.
" )
‘ \ M5 cpruill had e .}' 3
‘ ‘ i 3 ! Pigured out there Was W@f B Jou could swap ovt 3 g
« 1 - o = aweak point in Sleep's YWMKY person there and not have S :
e PG g 9 security where people go 22T the system notice, if you did it | drgncgigii ?; ﬂi’:’;";" dbh}atrmihit
- 2 to and Prom the ; right. 40 I needed 6o Pind g

=

R (irthing resort \ . 100k suspiciovs iP 1 didn't get 4

her pregnant.

TH.E.' Tlt.-".r.':" SZENES ﬂm TAKE .F'MEE N PSSHE #27. THE ONE BELOW IS FROM #28.

| Everybody I ' ' R And <,
. W There wWas ... e She went in herg and never came i that's
4 m . =3 carﬁg i‘fé"ép, enc shg and I .. 1 bhaughb “g‘" back. I hever hednd Prom her again. I don's _ When she

4 I e B we were aoing £ ba aven kiow wherea bo ook For hep, She threw Me Zapped
L ggjg g::fgﬁha]:w e - pmﬂep g @R wdy. My parents ... wy sister ... bhey all came in 3N Me.
\"  had to be. ) Pea here tio hide Prom everybhing and Lurned bheir e %

o H_____; =\ o backs on everything thew had., X "-I

/ She said =pmr!|had xx -z . ,;,@ g -
done something to her : - &, .

| brain, that she was like a s B |
bOMb ... When it activated, Slegp 18 augtrayirgthe g A
ﬁamebhing would happen in ’ “_ﬂ. -

her mind that would /[ . You'ne supposed to
destroy Sleep. © Y RN f be one off us, You're
- sppposed tio be just a4
invested

o

I Pound that hard to
believe, but what I mostiy P ; e~
thought: about was that she § '« : ) g I don't khow
wasn't sure she'd survive ; j : i il what she did but
[tl' and she l:“dﬁ t care. %‘?‘-; -!._“ .:- -' Wy | | , o’ b II--_: 1'... . ; I 'w":,herup F[ﬂétlﬁg
: A U i el P il Face down in my
pool and it was
daws later.

"

.

T
She was going bo do " _ 4 e : e
whatever she had to do to L U / o J
destroy Sleep. Have sex wfbh) : : TR R : - ' b#g qﬁgguihﬁg-d
somebody she did”[:{? like. | e Ijust don't N happened.
Get pregnant. Die. e . 15 thitk (6 Ghat I'm ot sure that

.?// : ' i Simple, 15 all. o gicop made the Awake

: | | world what it is, and I'n B

I asked her Why she : ) ,  hob sure desbroying 4he knew I'd
wanted it 50 badly. I £ = B, Sleep will PiX it. i have tried to stop

remember her answenr . G2 e M her, 50 she got me
word-Por-word. -~ PR : : out of the way.

-

We really should Why didn't you
( eliminate the birthing come out with any of &
resort here. AZ did ) bhis sooner®

“Nat spruill,” Wears ago.

huh? . It's been more % ﬂ -
: bhan three wears and
The [ast | you're just now deciding , }

. .-"
generation that . > 24 . I didn't think :t
kil ko cell anpbays: g { was still a
insemination was Mﬁ
"unnatural” has -
b died off now ... /. IPigured, Ok,

(’ Zproill's thing didn't Wﬂrh\\)

o . there was a little damage
I Pigured you'd but: Sleep's Pine, nathmg b0 4

cateh that in a :
hurry, Monica. N seehere .. //

s — ot entirely,
I'M just thinking : o they haven't, > ldidn't TS
about how Much it | , Mr. Sheridan! w b know it was still N0
MUst piss Nab off to * /' eating the place uvntil I
Eave f:.-?qu;e her _ - overheard two of You
dbher's name. L talking about it in a
B A public space the
other day.*

OF course, it's Nat.
She may think she's making
some kind of point.

She vsvally
does. iy ' 2
Anyway, we T\ Mlso ... I didn't want Yo to NI
already knew she was using L, throw me out. I like Sleep. I bhink
that name with the Wide-Eyes. W L the Wide-Eyes have it wrong.
Even Nat's not crazy enough to P I don't want to go back.
let them know she's a e = -
EBarker.

K # SPECIFICALLY, LEYNA AND LON SHERIDAN. ¥oU AN FIND IT IN THE PREVIOUS ISSUE-

All right, 50 the "X | ¥ , . Even iP we
/" 8prue is an entity. A g : 4 ”‘i"ﬁ’bﬂﬁg ¥ drag her in here
(human in a bed. We Pind | _. _ e It -omna, kicking and
that bed and : | it YO LULUSH. AN sereaming, we

. ; . : Sheridan so ]
interrupt her. \ i 3 can't make her

aetvally said a

7 She neven told me _ 4 uan word,
her real name. I 44 " : - And she's very
’:a*é*’-d her Jolee even g Y ' " The only remaining idea I il
" L i - ' have is to go DUﬂrgin tLhis
Nat, and make her come in
That e~ here and repair it, since
doesn't matter. The e she seems Lo be some

bed will be registered : s0rt oF genius.
to dolee Madison, no

matber who's

actually in it.

We tried that Yes. T'd
Our bed ownership data ll once bePore. She told imagine it's
i5 @ mess too. It could take a Us to go to hell. genetic.
long time Lo Pind.

akill, you'd

; : have a much better

More importantiy, I'm J negotiating position

worried that iP her mind is I wasn't with her iP she were

somehow entwined with our data, then = Lggesting wou give here, don't you

pulling the plug on her could cavse 77 ﬁ ra l:hl.".-'ll"."E agpee;’

structural damage to M that could ,
require not just a wipe, but take

weeks to repair.

" Well, damn it, you don't

N leave any options! You're not
going to be able to do this
without running the risk of
_damaging something!



THE OFS BOOM, TWiE HOURS / -8
FiRp A

S
d 1-“_‘_‘_|_‘_‘_
... 80 1 guess we're going Han't ever ask bout why

ooeay. e ] .- to have to try to geb the o . e ~AREnCicEp e piECe, o4
Y ' Wide-Eves to take vs in again, just s v . .
50 We ¢an get to Nat ... How we . | ' s , O\
get her out is another-- - aﬂgéﬁ ﬂeugggut H;\

When You were ready to.
I'd guessed that ;
something bad had
happened ...

Han't work

tho, Ruby! I Eves lockin up spack. They Pigure 3§

[ han't get Pood, got to join them or
| starve ... Some LS doin pulls, sneak |
"\ in, bag spack, get Polk Ped. ./

I Eves Pound ,‘
—_— 8 Bl 2% Ls on pull. Han't grm
Eves an't like were _ us, han't tell vs get out ...
[ When. Gone big skel 1K ) just rightup shoot. \
now. Wan't let you in. I Wi - - 4

Shoot oL maybe. : Teel dead, Daca dead ... I got hit |

™ but an't know ...passed out, |

Woke Up some else with bullet
hole one side ... some han't
Pound me, be dead too.

> Now, come on ... I

know they got a lot %

more reclusive, they | o X
, were like bhat [ast time £ © SN That's how Eyes ‘}
N\ Wewent out® ... /T Al U HOW.

o i - : L

i E‘_ -.-h-_

WHEN BUBY AND LEYNA WENT £UT TE FIND NAT THE FIEST TIME. JEX IS TALKEING ABOUT EVENTS IN ISSUE #35.

I don't understand . I don't khow what to No indeed!

"Wide-Eues" at all. It . e
| wouldn't be diPficult o B e e

get Lp a Porce to
sweep the area.

presence of these ) | but; bhat makes bhis 50 Much | Your mind#

" They provide @
valuable service.
\ Maube not: 50 much |
b how, but ... g

| There aren't X
/ Mmany places you can
Pind a saPe bed out N
there, Mr. Sheridan, let
dlone regular meals. Take
LA Johan. He wasn't
B interested in them Por
. their mission; he just
. wanted a home.

Yet he got the 11
o indoctrination, 5
2 ;

b PagAvdians Now it's going to be
super-dangerous. I -
That's still better ™ almost Peel like I should go
than having to be a : - - ; by myself, just to keep
scraper, or getting b i the risk down ... -
killed bePore you're / ,

twenty, or dying to a
_ synth habit .. ‘
I appreciate your

<R : . = e volunteering. I really do.
?Dug:{ua Egr:il’f ﬁﬁ'%?ﬁ”b ' B\ That's above and beyond the

call of duty.

> y . But ... I think we
Yeah. : wouldn't have
I'm s0rry. . J L = compatible methods. o £ T
n ' | | Let's be polite and : e
| I mean, Yyou were just telling me | . = leave it there. :
h what You escaped Prom. I don't A = - Understand what you
B want to bhrow You back i | 55 mean. I've never had any
into that again. - trouble Awake that I
.. Sl couldn't handle.

But it really need 4
Lo be someone else g o i )
Who's spent time Awake ... : E hﬁéﬁﬁdfem:}tbﬁ&nag gg:
Leyna is way out of her , ; &
depth out there ... . SOME

sorry, Leyna ... — scrapers good

! - Polk! An't their

— <

Pault got to
No, it's true. - " _ _ ﬁrgpe_

know anyone else Your point?

Having it be
More dangerous
Means you need B8

backup more, §
neot less.

But, Legna
Look, I don't want to

sound like I'm giving wou
grieP, but you know the

problem ...

Should just N\
asked, Ruby. Kind
hazzed you han't

besides you who i : B  Aw I supposed bo wring My
qualifies. s hands over a Pew dead
! scavengers and addicts?

Ul . trust more,
Walk roond il - 4
look Mmoney like |

I spend a | N Maybe, maybe not ... but
great deal of st No/ you've just Pound my point.
bime Awake. And ’ ‘ ; . g
I'm not e \ We're not: going in that way. No
intimidated by - N\ matber who I go with.

cultists. | e

e,

T

AWAKE. THE SLEEF FACILITY.-

e s iy e s

Ia = Wy
!'._,..r""'-'_.___-_‘-""‘--._ il :
(" AND HERE ‘"‘Jf‘"’ Thanks so much, Sue. B |
N\ WE ARE. & gorry about thab, Jex; I Porgot I didn't |

know Which prep room yov'd be in. & “"_"EEm—-— \ B il el

= a I . ——— — — =
This i 5U3. She helps us a lot. = —— ——- i Sare
- I AMOUNT OF

TIME? 4

I was going to ask

if wou needed to dig
through the eavings room,

but; I see You Pound
something. Are those the

lobhe ore in? '

CIOGHES H00 Wore R That's a lovely

- 7 S - thought, but I

Y .. e ety . wouldn't be able to tell
' e} i A s f Wou what that amount is.
oW 1 looks We could be out two

e Ny, AN days, or it covld be

=

Filbhy. Yol W/ bwo weeks.
PerPect. A |

R N Ty
e e Ay
A

B And we both ‘b
S managed o get -
1 o

T~ J_.*Trﬁ

=
[ N
= -

-
T o

SLEEF BEDS DESTRLY Yol BLADDER AND BEOWEL CONTELL.. SEE K21 L #27 FOE DISCUSSIEON &F THIS.

el

that, might jag |

Big slide, N
gob Pix it any
way can.

I'min.

Long's he
an't come.

ﬁ% ur pants on over P~ “

— the diapers, so ‘ ' . And iP we're out any

3 "WE there's thab - ' longer than that, then

-l Leyna will probably be
———— &f sending out everyone she

Q B oo TE UNTS. B can Pind anyway.



Last time, we lePt the <
Wide-Enes complex by a hidden
back way. We might be able m. )

a.ﬁt. in Ghere .. o

Are Yoo still A ; . 11 i Y
pissed ofF about [ AREAT B e : - - |
Sheridan? JIRSSEl - 4N ) | o | e ST : ] | P
7~ Where the hell ™
" did they Pind that
( truck? And what are }
\ they runﬂma it on?

"'-._h_ ﬂ.p |t| 'y . ,..-"'"i

il
- ——_

> don L Ll ' il LN | TN Ruby, got get
he's @ monster. He just ' _ - ! AR . Ui
Lhinks like a Barker. To him, il |
anybody out here isn't
important, becavse
they're out here,

I worry
sometimes thatb--

” That's a new thing \
Por them, right? 5~ ~
A Yeah. )

"'|-_ -
e i
g =
Ir.-

— -

Wi
)

.:I*,.‘I

Cwo!
Here to get you out.

AR e | Pamn. These need a
Slow @s hell SIS | ' Al ) Screwdriver to pop open. /
though. ety et e L5 % . _ T R
~ : s /... Thinkyou
Jump onto | ~' % _ S can jump and roll |
Ghe back! s w : OW even with all
' - : that onz  /

L i

J.' ._.--"‘-HEH 't‘ Saa Hq u gI:;lH---"'--.__II
\_ pull cho shit ...

e

s
.

MEETIEET 2T

——_.—1—'_
e T N 1

" Well, iP bhey'd
/" gotben away we'd have °
" loat our chance. And better
to jump than have to Pight
them When they get
Wherever. <

- gt

""'-:, —— | P

, Eub"nrr: heed to heep ey -
haulmg Soon they'll Pigure out
 there's nobody in the back and , )
they'll turn around. A
- |'i"- \__-_._-_._._‘_._A...—/
/ }’r:ru khow the place : i
[\ betiter, Jex. Where - i
shovld we go? S
i ““-.,___H_ w ; . - 1 '.'IHIHI'J“. .||!: |

-Iq_-___._.—l-'-
il LR LT I'J |||I||'I".I|.-"“"I

_ 'H] A
[ I |I|1'I

|
A1t
LI

-:iﬂ.'liﬁ!.-l'l'!-ﬁ- r. .I.‘ .r. .|-r.-

77 Thinkinlow

| Drive--got Polk there )

\_ bustthose... :

Vh il Low Drive han't
VALt none maore.

{' Shit, it r5 ‘}I
t'uher*e Hou beeni‘

)y

e

- ",

/7 Caryn! , : : - - - Ay
| Han't get look at [ Tathauwd | BF WE T ,iﬁgq Eyes on '\
S\ Wou bePore. 4 — iy T Cig B LA ' wau You Ewo ]
e l;, —— — : .T.I - :. r- . . ‘I. = . -'- b= '., glﬂt dr‘ﬂp IE.M ,||_"

-
-

-..1.
L !

-__‘_-—-—I—'_'_

7 Too long
tell now. |

I
.
J'.

_.-—'—'_'_'_‘—-"’} T
'r- - ..__::H“_-‘_‘_-_-_.__r"-
s ThisisBuby. N

Got business.

& PMh on Eye
. FPine With M

" Han't let ™
[ them see
( where goin, and |
> .y . F”‘E"‘ﬁ THE hg“ T“’”h f LU [l |\ han't pushin i
'I:IL ﬂj E‘Ub ’ -‘.1" 1‘” IE a'ﬂ Fig Up Pas E * 4 i z -\. "‘\__‘ tlhlr's‘ 5hitl. ,.-"" F I'.."”""“"““:_q
Zhir a;,id Abe Ehé—rre_ b it.. None there now. All qarp \) — f=-— 4 . - A e ..:..-

Long one's Abe. SoMe else. v Shit.

i
i e

Well,
‘ﬁd\ﬂbﬂr e else we got?
" Niceto

\  meet you. _ e We know place.
: o’ Come on.

"'|-|_

__'_'\."':

"1.1.




Wake vp 5

e [
hv‘.-.u'-""_ i e

I mean, he's
breathing ...

He probably
doesn't even know
where he 5.

No, we
can't do that.
You know what
they said about

noG WEEEI’F‘!Q
ammunition.

C'mon. This
pisser's too Par gone
to save. It'd just
about be a mercy.

I'-
7 Geb some
| to come take
You two gon
have wait here. Get
Lhis shit ofF, come
back Por Wou.

Prob wan't help
MU :Ihpléu r:ﬁw.:fﬂ b You bwa
horG none. hold onto
bhese. .l"q'l.!lg'bl"‘-tl
be paeful.

Try not to
kill anybody
with them
Lhless Wou
absolutely
have to.

I

||
L™ ) G 1

Come on up.

W An't like this.
@one too long ...

It's oniy
been a Pew
minvtes. I think I
know what's
happening.

Your Priend's
trying Lo convince
somebody that we're 8
Oktoletin. 48

i : Some wants
This isn't just - : talk to You.
SoMe scraper cavmp, U
Jex. They've got
equipment. This is :
something bigger and 4
better organized. 48

I'll be
damned.

Jex, meet MY mother.




INTERLUDE -

... ho, hothing
L quite like this.

The situation here, it
seems Lo me, was brought
about by a unigue combination of
political Practure and revoking
the bed Pees.

" Al and A3 have both

experimented with
Y revoking some Pees, and AZ
has had such disagreements

among Barkers that there was
civil war Por a Pew wears,
but howhere else has
both.

Not that some of the
other centers don't have
quirks. I'm told that in A7 they
have a whole area For people to

I suppose it
MUst surprise Yoo
that we know 50
litble about the ,
other centers. } ot

2

indulge in ... escapist
behaviors. They call it their

Wait,, are you
telling me that A4
Was schismatic?

As was A3,

The original plan was to open
a second North American
center on the west coast, and §
only Pill in smaller markets
between them later. The
west coast cenber ended
vp being AS.

You were %
never tavght
any of this? 4

theme park.

B Soit's alot
. like Centory.

Hwa, I suppose 50
... bhough I think it's
considerably more ...
well-contained.

- {
And she's on %
the side of the
Family that's
always cared
about that kind
b 0P thing.

/ remember ever
hearing any Pamily

history Prom my
she wasn't on good

| terms with her dad or | y

her aunt, and
everybody else
was dead by

V1t did at Pirst, Qi
W but then I realized ¥
| that was just the
result of your
history.

"

What do you mean? /u

We've been sloppy
¢ here, haven't we? I think
Josiah is the only one who ever
really cared about the history
... OP communicating with the
other centers ...

20 bad they had
Lo send a

Well, as I
.-"' Uhderstand it, Malachi
i
i

Barker wasn't on
spedking terms with the
y rest of his Pamily when
he began A4, &

He wanted nothing to
do with A1 or AZ at the
bime, so0 it isn't surprising

— You could be much
worse. At least You had Josiah.
And he didn't break the ground; his
Pather reestablished contact and
mended Pences to a degree. 40 while
Joseph Barker may not have wanted
to tell his children about it, he
did know the history.

There was no one like that in
A3, and reestablishing ourselves
with them didn't happen until much
later. Qur generation.

Incidentally, I wouldn't
characterize myself as a
troubleshooter.

How do you
describe your

“No. I guess Malachi didn's wans to tell
his kids about iti. Or maybe Joseph didn's.
@Grand-dad was a real piece of work.

Josiah probably knew. He'd have gone to dig
oub the Pacts Por himselP.

Well, I had
better get going. I
have some things I
heed to get back to

in the Yards.

But I'll stay on call
For Purther news.

It was a pre-aéur'e.- &
talking with you, Mr.
Sheridan. .

I'll see You
ovt, Pauline.

You know, you N
should come spend
some time in the

-

}1 "‘- oy .
Oh, I don't \ew
know ... that |5 S8
Might not be |
Por me ... 4 ‘i. _
" Well, that's
the thing ... you
can't really tell
unless You plunge
into it.

'Bub T think it
Might do you =
some good.

1 )

X

You Ghink I need
to get out more.

'--'f

ﬁ

Yy Well ... wes,

I but that wasn't
exactly where I

Honestly?

/  Jou need bo see

Mmore people.

I khow it's been hard ...
but I also don't like
seeing Wou spend all

A your time by yourselP

... 80rPY Lo be

No, no, you're right.

... Actually, I
Was just thinking

I should
probably be
going as
well.

You could
stay a while
longer iP you

You could even
stay the night.

e

7 A proposition,
8 Ms, Barker? Well, you're
an attractive

man, Mr.

Sheridan, and

... ah ...

... Yes.

Yes, it is.

I don't want you to

think I'm not Plattered, Ms.

Barker, becavse I am. I
appreciate the ofPer.

Bot I work Por
the Barker Pamily.
All of the Barker
Pamily, as Par as I'm
concerned.

And I maintain a
stirict policy of not
sleeping with My
employers.

was going > : about that.

.. Well, it was
worth a try.




What ol We're almost
happened / selP-suPPicient on Pood! We
was, some [ still depend on two spack
Folks cavght: on 'x,_ pumps we control, but in T
about what . another year we won't. *h-!‘ w

e

Epar:e and theu know it, and
bhev keep tr*mmg to Pind it so [
bhev can wreck vs.

atriver and that | . o T

Nat spruill were
doing, and they
got mighty
vpset.

“T doesn't sound '.
b like them. £

i) P e ALY | % L 1 ‘ el " ! l.
Only some of the B | ey L DA ! 'L Cyes 1

Wide-Eves were all about ' mahtup skel N
Now. MI gcad ‘ !

doing away with sleep. The

rest just wanted a good place
to live. I told you Ghat before,
didn't I7 Last time you
were out here.

> Well, when they Pound out
¥ about the Spruill business, :
there was a big Pight.. Spruill got the @
hell out to save her ass--both sides
were pissed at her. The ones who just 1 . W P . W - - o
wanted to make a home, they tried to R ™ - e - : g | \ :
throw the others out of power. Didn't e [ 'y _ N A
work, 5o they lePt. Including me.
"'argn 5 mght &
While we're trying to %
learn Pood and medicine, W
o they're making guns and R
I ended up being in ammo. They can' destroy
charge of this place. Not sure - - dleep, so0 they're trying to
how that happened. Guess nobady S T ol ot destroy anybody t,h.g'_[_.f

joining them.

Took all the tech we could haol.
I got ail my seed banks out.

We call it Haven.

Yes, indeed ... -
and I don't have a That's if she's
clue to tell you where Woyen alive. It's been near
ko look, or even Pour years and I haven't
Where to start. heard that anyone's
seen her. ;

h"‘/’f’“h gandneaﬁ ~y
are you out here
looking Por her

Got Presh jug sliv
MY room. Good batich.
~ APraid so. Last wanbin
brmer she wouldn't help. This Mg
urmn I'm told to drag her back if I Wl il
[ have to. She didn't destroy Sleep, LI
: but she broke it bad, and she AN ,,m i
_ Might: be the only one who S
can Pix ib.

I'm happy to not have
to inPiltrate the Wide-Enes
.. but now she covld be
anywhere.

Can oPPer Wou a bed,
though. Got plenty of those.
Sun's going down soon and Wou
don't want to be looking
around after dark.

Pleased to
accept.

--Whoo-- A An't gon

Def good batch! COX DN Nl Fah) - Pind Teel.

Han't taste like dirt.

spack now. Cept one. He
still Makes that way, says
he likes better.

His rosh tho,
s'long he an't make

Friend's a spill ...
Wou spill now too?
Rightup went oPP to
Sleep han't tell
none?

An't style,
Jex.

Wan't like that ..
han't geb chance to tell
.. big slide ..

Eves an't all that.

We'll kick em. SaPe here
While we do. Han't have go

back sleep ...

Might want go back
tho. Han't decide. Sleep's
big rosh ... but like it. Some.
Some parts an't.

Not worry about
get killed all time
A good boo.

some Pound g
Paca. T

Fell.
Wan't good.

Han't Pound
Teel. Or you.

Thought prob
dead.

--hahaha--
Gon tack jug!

K but bet han't cusk
near as good ...

lookin Por me .

e

Ewes shot him.
First bime ever saw
them shoot any.
Caught vs bad.

shot me too.
Han't know. Tacked
ovk. Woke vp some
ce, ladv name Miz
- Amﬂgﬁi?:g’;? g Miz Annie!
Here in Haven.
keep us alf Pixed.

Dores dead, Ewes prob
ﬁra better
go. 50 wenb

Han't. Anyway get
Mmore jug, heed.




Hold up hold up!

An't do. Kind of 7
qugr:vb. Sleep beds mess with you ...
Wearin rosh ... han't keep it in ... got wear
this while oub.

Well, bake it ofF

Bosh huh? Por while ...

Let see ...

Han't better.
Al kind goin on there.
Tech shit. Might not
get back on.

Take hair, bake
piss ... han't Peel
any I do thisZ

Oh Weah?
Arights.
Got clear then.

SEVERAL HOURS LATEE-

I don't talk to
everybody who tries to
get in. Nob enough hours in
the day. There are a couple
of things they might: say,
though, and if my people
hear one of those, they
come get me.

2w O
ERLRR AR L

sorry to
wake You.
Someone came
trying to get into
Haven a little
while ago.

Jolee Madisenzz
Like what? You're sure?®
Well, your
name, Por one.
A Pew other names

they might: mention. That's what she said.

What's that mean to you?

Ore of them's "Nab
Spruill."

Her name's
Jolee Madison.
Seems she's been
looking Por spruill,
and ran inbo some
trovble.

" .. 1 think
Wou want to
balk bo her.

IPit's really
her, it means our
problems just got
dropped right int.o
your [ap.

I tracked Spruill as But I can't get to

We have some

Par as the West Roughs.
Word was she'd gone out to
the Abandons.

Why's it s0
important to get
to spruillZ

the Abandons. The Wide-Eyes
have set vp a base. There's a wall
blocking the only clear road west.
Every other way is days around
the wreckage in the Roughs.
Maybe longer.

I just need
help getting past
the base.

... personal
business ...

How --

Nat's plan
swapped her Por
somebody else on her
way to the birthing
resort.

She Woke up oub
here, with no idea where
she was or what had
happened. Probably in care
of the Wide-Eues, since
she's not dead.

how do You
khow--

Belax.
I'm not an enemy.

At least I don't think so,
especially since [ don't imagine
Wou're with the Wide-Enes
nhow. How many of them did
Wou have to wreck to
get out?

Uh ... just one.

But there have been
Mmore since then.




RBuby, I can't let
Wou bring any of my people
oh this Pool thing you're
about to go do.

I wouldn't: have
asked. Not their
risk to Gake.

The thing is,
Jolee, I'm also
looking Por Nat

Spruill.

Great!
Let's go. I can take
Wou there, and you
¢an help get past
the wall--

Well, hang on,

though.

See, I
strongly suspect

OW, 50 You
bring her back to
Sleep and she

Wouldn't
Wou be?

My liPe was
going really
well Por the Pirst
time! There was

someone who loved

me! I was even
going to have a
baby!

She destroved
anof it!

PUt Me out
here and someone
else has been living

. leans vp her
Wou want to rip Nab c ,
into listle tiny Wene: R gan
pieces. Bners

MY liPe Por years and P> _
who knows what /I don't bhink
they've done by /  destroying wour
NOW -~ | reputation has even
been on her agenda.
She's been too busy

And I'need to Vindictive, destroving Sleep.

take her back to aren't you?
Sleep. Alive.

You see® This is important.
She made a big

Mmess and now she's
going to have to
clean it up.

Honestily, I wish I couvldlet wou take Nat
apart, but I can't. And I ¢an't bring You
Lhless You can promise me wou won't,

and mean it.

TR e

You didn'ts ™
tell me it would : Thew'll shoot
F hear M L
just bﬂE‘ twe of . Egi%a- Zh‘; Youin a second,

b didn't want Me HIORIOW.. g .
bringing any o ' . 1
her people, and 7 Oh.1know.

I don't blame But I had a Priend of \
s Mine get shot dead while I |
] was standing right next to
her. Jex had two very good
Priends get killed by
Wide-Eyes, and nearly /
b got killed herself.

Yeah, well, I had
principles too, before I
got out here ...

-"';
- -
e, o

i, -

R

I've spent
years more time
Awake than you

have. Pon't

leckure me.

But You don't even have
any weapons! We've got a
orbress to break ...

We can't
break it. We'll
The Pact that
”Si‘f—, E’ZEE”.{‘"“ they play it that way ---Il-rang on.
= ' And I don't is all the more reason h;aq
want to shoot why I won't. E-GEAEEEF‘;HQ
anyone. A

A

g Move 2z
=  uour ass,
= acrayl! E
P
i
m O

5 o ‘ e
3
- assholes!
73

Hey, shibheads/
over here!

It's OK, Jex,
I getiit.

, Back in, quick, and
. get hidden.
S,

e o
T, e

--"':.1 =

i
b
o

/

Oyo, skels!

Fore shoot, got some
big crux tell you.

Oh yeah?
What's bhat?

You're
Fucked.



IF you're gonna do
something like that,
warnus, OKZ IP I hadn't
picked vp on it, we might:
be dead now.

An't dead yet, huh?
Thanks Por pull.

£an strip them,
Wou han't want?

RBan into a
problem.

JOLEE MET THESE TW2 [N #39.

Haven't worked in 3

team much, have you?
not even to

What, out here? pick Up @ gon,

"

T
2 bugrgh ...
i shovld have baker §
Soig books FroM

| - C
L Got bwo more g
daysthen... o0
special if pickin S
_thru Boughs ... &
s gl Y We been messin them ok,
it S BN takin their sbUPP. But han't B
A W want be oLt open night drops.
. Worse things than Eyes.

Wondered
whit han't. J

¢ Still got while get
back our lock. Stay
. there night. saPer.
&ince Jolee's e
too pissed at me to
introduce vs, I'm
Ruby, and the
otiher's Jex.

atela. He's Scray.

v Way out Por
spill. Alive, least.
Got business®

I wasn't always
a spill, but yeah.
Been a while.

We're looking Por the 0
same one Jolee is. Need to B
get out to the edge of the

West Roughs.

—

..-"'f- : -“H"'-.
/s Enes han't

: [ done much, but |
£ oA I
/ ﬂar:uiig'; fﬂlﬁw'&l 1& did sweep lob ,}

\_skelly sides. /

o s - T

e

But ... train
slew not Far
here, goin out
Roughs.

I don't know Access tunnels,

what: slews are.

culverts, that kind of
thing. Back ways. Like we
were using. _——
It's Paster.
And I don't get lost.
And the Wide-Eyes
don't go there.

Like South
River. Went thro,
shot: any han't want
pull in ... now jaggers

Wan't get
Wou all way ...
blocked oFF.
Building Pell in it.
But get: You most
there, pretty
Past.

IPit's

Paster than
picking our way
through rubble
and wild dogs,

I'm willing to

and synthers and
stibs and such all
in slews,

DAY THEEE.

Rl Where'd that come Prom?

Eves han't go slews

You know, the tunnels
didn't make me nervous,
but this does.

o Anybodyup
| there wants to
|l take ashot at

, s, werein J
trouble. 4

Bout gon run out
slew anwhow. Where
we go up?

A

- .'r. l -rl " I
g

Whoa! ]
i1

T Al e .

LN l' AN AWWE ,ﬁi:i..’.‘,_-_;' !

-
:

-

=

. I
¥

Por reason tho.

Hoh. I5 it
worse now? In my
time all You got was
synth heads and maybe
a jagger once in a
While ...

Still, made it
this Par, so got
through big slide
part. An't much
more slews Prom
here tho.

try it.

i —
-

(...0k then. J
b Y *.




Mari: Theyw're trying to get

THEHQE;'E;'}’ Ghe B < inside! Stop them!

Pump as Past as
You ¢an. We need a
hard spray.

o AT R . T e R
J i
' r i
i | r By |

Get inside and
seal up, quick!

Zara’Get the
hot savce!

WA coverage.
o el N e

2T
> Come R
/ on, we'll
need to go
K cleanvp |
whatever's /
N lePt. A

e

S

Hey, bitch!

Turn around
and take it in
the Face!

.,

{ want to shoot §[ Whoever you |
.h_\xanh.bﬂdﬂ_.. - '-..__f']"9' I owe you ; . (... Yes, you do. )

- i . &

e -

~ N\
|I [\

[Ny

—T W

o Y

/7 ot NN
/ sure if that N\
[ was areally |
| good shot ora | &

.

a

/" I'm Marianne, \
| and this is the |
\_ Purple House. ;.

o

"o

-dﬂn‘{; guess : o WK, I think you
Vo' ook, | WL should come accept
o | -"--l = - ; L b Fall]
~/ There wasn't | ' /" Hey, Kerry, this \ sightseeing. ”fﬂ:} 5555“:‘9 té‘“g?ﬂ;- | cru;'fér.:r?aarﬂrrgua;ir :
| time bo do N ./ one's got a bullet in his \o e > = 7e GIEAng Lo L discuss that.

: ~ y s 50Meone We think is in the
anything better. K j  shovlder. Treat the : o B lbandons. But we have a
What's your '-'.l burned ones Pirst.. And B, = litle problem.

\  point? make sure they're all
ot chained down. i : e

T - s 1
e -.-.-. . "-n-._\\t:._.?-: . 1 L

%

=

SN\

§ B S
- S, e ——
s

/T know you've had it
( bad, but ry to cot down on
N the atbitude, k7

~ It's not a great look.

i, — -
= x 3 E = = i
s - — - - - - —
5. = - s 3
e — i e TR

They didn't put Lp that
barricade to keep people Prom leaving the
city. They put it vp becavse the spackbory is
over there and they don't want anyone getiting
around them hoarding the spack pumps

by going to the source. Got: lot of rosh

colors, right? Fig
make all our things
purple, alwaus know

Which is a laugh, - who's U5 ... han't

becavse nothing gets none else purple
to the spackbory. Those

avtomabed defenses

are nasty.

We can't Y
shoot our way U ._
through that wall. Tt
And there's no other =
way in. At least, I

We've been
ighoring them, but a
couple of weeks back

they decided they were couldn't Pind |
bored in there and started one. ' ' . | i
to harass us. As You saw. s o v, P
This Was their bhird try. . -
The Pirebomb was a 1 ”‘*;‘.* bUG Ghe - =
new t“ri,st'r Na[ 'ﬁ t-hl? #‘HI’H - i..-__.-#

strong point. IF we
can get behind it, we

can destroy the You're sitting in a

chemical plant. Lots of

I'm ready to do
something about
them. But there's a
part that's geing to
be pretty rovgh.

.. place easily. £

r’ HowZWiGh naw material left in here.
those litkle ¥ most of it's Por textile work,
gunse our - | put you'd be amazed how much

B Fists? 4l opit can be repurposed. That
stUPP we Used today was 4
a dve mordant.




I didn't
expect Wou to
volunteer Por the
hard part.

Honestily?
Your part scares
me more., At least
with ours, I know
what's what.

50 this person you're
looking Por must be pretity
important, Por a couple of spills to
come all the way out here.

What's the story? I think you
shovld go Pirst. How
long have You been
Awake? Why'd you

leave Sleep?

I hope the people
back in Sleep
appreciate Wou.

... I'M not
sure they do,
but I must be kind
of dumb, becavse I
keep helping Pix
their shit

anyway. No.

I'm not sure what wou
are, but I know Wou're
definitely not dumb.

We can't go
pntil dawn. We want
enpugh light to see by,
but we want most o
them to still be
asleep.

S0 we have some
Lime to kill.

DAY FOUR (BARELY)-

Here we go.

Somebody threw a bomb
or something at the doors? wuaaaa/
There's some Fire outside, but I
didn't: see anyone.

Probably those

purples. Damn it, I
bet that means we
were right.

Pamp, that's
loud.
Yes, I bhink we
have to assume the OK, get Menden.
sortie isn't coming We're going to
back ... but now sweep the area.
what do we--

I that a
good idea?

No. But iP
they have any of
ours still alive, and
we ¢an grab one of
theirs, we might: be
able to get them
to awap.

Yes, I guess it
doesn't happen
often, does it?

I'd like to say I grew
a social conscience or
somebhing, but the truth is, I just
got bored. DiFferent set r;ré’
experiences oLt here. And I never
wanted to live hundreds of
years anyway.

But you don't think
Sleep shovld be
eliminated or anything
like that?

Wait ... I'm, ah,
wearing a ...

A £ '.+'\.'.

N i
i N
o wh
i.t;‘*.*'
o T
I-g“
g

Ch, no. Got no
grudge. Why?

Becavse
Sleep's Palling
apart, and the

person we're trying
to Pind might be the
only person who
can Pix ib.

The problem is,
she's the person
who broke it in the
First place, and I

don't think she's
going to want to
play nice.

Waste vnit?

We can work
around that.

And iP I have to
hear them tossing bombs
at the gate all day I'll
lose My mind.




b o we purspe?

Last time I
pursued back
there I got a bat
to the head.

Think this is
Punny, scraper?

She wasn't
WENng purpie.... Won't be
[aughing when 1

shoot Wour ass/!

You aren't
very good at bhis, Oh, shity!
are you? The bitch with

Ch
yeah?
Well, how's
this, huhZ

~ Menaen! 5
We need one alive! "~ Don't you
shoot ab Me,
asshole!

seriousiy?
[ I mean, I'm relieved, but
\ also a litble surprised. S
——— _:_——""_‘- = R
= Me too. -
Smaller than I thought.
These three plus the seven
we have, and that's it.
Unless some ran oub the
obher side. ;

Yeah, probably.
That's the thing
With this improv
stUPP ... You can
never tell.

Doesn't
matber though.
There was no one
in there to
evacuate.

Speaking of these
three, what are we going

g
to do with them?




Ok, strip. IF wou watch out Por each
All of it oPP. - 3

J , other and don't do anuthing
Then I'm letting You go. stupid, You should be able to make
it all the way back to vour main
base in a Pew days.

I don't want to
see any of wou ouk
here again. Won't help though.
Thew'll be back. And that
bomb was really woerrying.
I'm going to have to Pigure
out some betber
dePenses.

And I want
Wou to remember
that we decided

; What are you
hot: tio kill Wou

! going to do with the
b:‘ %2 “;fa;‘g re captured ones?
' - -

IP they can convince me
they'll behave, they can stay. A
lob of them aren’t really invested in
the Wide-Eyes bullshit, You know.
They just play along so they'll have The rest: I'll handle the
a safe place to live. same as these three, once
they're well enough to run.

We owe You big time.

It's already
burning out.

fou should be Nah, we're even.
able to pick your
way through it in a
Pew minutes. Might
have to hold wour
breath in that

What you can do Por me,
smoke though.

if you Pind a way to?

Report back.
I want to know how this
all comes oLk,

THE ABANDONS -

o

i

I

I

. mfy,

Oh, Par pitY's sake,




Where do I have
to go? The ends of
the earth?

Where's your
¢ret Barker
Priend? Making wou do
the dirty work?

Leyna's tioo
busy trying to keep
the mess you made

Prom tearing the
place apart.

She should
quits ".I'-’ar'ﬁﬁfl‘lg her

f,{r ¢

You know, I never hated
Sleep. I just thought My Pamily
was doing a horrible job running it.
Especially Josiah. I should have
been running it.

I didn't want
to destroy it until
Your Priend threw

And the Wide-Eyes--!
I Might have made something of
them, iF thew'd let me.

But instead you ran
when it got: too hot.

what we'd done to the
other Paction. I'd gotten all
I was ever going to get
there. I started the
b Pight: and left.

Then I Pound
¢ these people. They
just want to make a
spstainable community.
They're not zealots,
e and they don't: care
= about power. 4

Me out of it. AT

Do you have any
ided what it's like out
here? My shower is that
bucket behind wou. I haven't 4
been clean in years.

Farming is
tedious and makes
Wour whole body ache.
Everything here is boring
as hell. These people have
hever read a book in their
lives. There are three
A books in the sebbtlement.
1 I know them all by
heart.

i
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Theirideaofa = -ﬁ-.
celebration is to gulp
some Foul homebrew arln'
their idea of recreation is bcr
Puck. Badly. They have no
imagination arld he drive.
They need somebody tio
lead them.

IP I'm looking Por
power I certainly

i picked a strange place
to trY 6o Pind it.

bhem to give Wou a
void to Fill, huh" |

———— L - T

And that's 67 We just ™
leave her here to ron her likble
Parm? She doesn’t geb any kind of
punishment Por destrouing Sleep?

yourselP. I never
thought there was
more than a twenty
percent chance it was
¢\ going to be immediate and

You know, I don't
completely agree with
the Wide-Eves, but ...

7 " They bhink
Sleep destroved

civilization. Sleep
didn't destroy
civilization, but it
dePinitely destroved ,
_ib outside Sleep.

i ME Pamily 4
: dee:::i#c:r Sleep was @
oing to be civilization
rom then on, and they
didn't care what
happened to

l|ﬁi.l':u@rljl'sb-nrlg else. 4
-I' "‘b,. ] E; &

e 5 Yes, I “*-\{-
Y destroyed A
™ becavse I was pissed |
oFP. But, all things
considered, I don't
. Lhink I made 3 bad ,
: decision.

Well, the fshmg is, I like Sleep.
And I think it's worth saving.

And wou haven't destiroyed A4 yet.

y  total. The odds always
Pavored a gradual 4
\ collapse. ~

L I went to a
lot of trouble to
¥ make sure you couldn't
stop it. I can't stop it.
There is absolutely
nothing I can do to undo
it at this point. S0 get
that out of wour
: head.

Besides, you'd have to tie

Mme Lp or something. I am

never going back tio sleep
voluntarily. I mean it.

-

But believe me when I fqr;
tell ou that even if you did ’
drag me back, it wouldn'
do Wou any good.

- Sigh -- S h“n-,r-a'i;':

Uﬁﬂcrr'tunabelu,Ida Akt '! :j. 1l ia
f IIH fi 1

ff gai

We won't give up, &
though. We'll take the whole il f- f
place apart and start Prom  J§
scrateh iP we have to. You 4
don’t get to win.

For destroving w«r fi Ef

I did not
destroy your life.
‘fcvu re not dead, are
t_a:luu~ I covld have just

out of bhe bed, you Know.
\ LePt your body in a ditch
somewhere. I even made
sUre You got
somewhere safe.

You've probably got
wears of Sleep lePt
before it dies. Go back in,
Porget all this happened,
live your soPt spoiled liPe,
have another
goddamned baby--

T —

/ Tjosecant ‘i“ﬁ = ‘;‘u mﬂlﬂ;!%_m

believe you're
I let You beat heeeiiate .-

letting her get
away with no her half to death, , 1 h 2
didn't 17 4 : |

Wou Mﬂlgj HEHE to go
check on Your Feariess
-'-'- il [eader. I think she might
reed a liktle medical
attention,

sure, we could
have killed her. That's
way too easy on her, and
M doesn't do anybhing but
. satisPy vs Por PiPteen
: seconds.

Or we ¢an leave her
here, where she's absolutely
Miserable, has enemies
everywhere, and might actually
accomplish something good
despite herself. 1

Not: really.




OUR TRAVELLERS ENCOUNTER N& TROUBLE ON THE WAY BACK AND THUS MANAGE THE JOURNEY IN A FAST THREE DAYS, REACHING HAVEN

ONLY MINUTES BEFORE SUNDOWN ON THE THIED DAY. THEY STAY THE NIGHT RATHER THAN TRY TO GET TO THE SLEEP FACILITY IN THE DABK.
. . ¥ o - T —

' ... 80 You might v : -

want to at least . : ' ; 3 — S And what

establish contact with ) : Al /  aboub YouZ I \

them. They seem like _ Definitely. 5,1&".;1 ﬂ;ﬁ'ﬂ.p :| '

thew're good people. I don't like to admit ib, | BlID REVEN & )

[ didn't want o aeh,\
but I believe we're \ You want it

e
— —

' ny but T know you've

. . y : \ been unsure where

entering a time when - o \ You're going to /

we'll need every ally N" land ... A
We ¢an get. ' ' - &

Yah.
And Caryn
wants me B
B stay. Efg.f 3

-«
> But Peel like ™\
e V' sleep's where
Nasty as she was : \ P

. | he i '|
about ib, sproill was \ :E'if ;J:Lﬁjaﬁ_rgph; ,-'l
right. I'm going back to o while yet. /
gleep to start picking SES, Ny T
_ Up bhe pieces. v '

— e
.

= e
P alaa? N : 7~ WE CAN'T PUT HER "~
/ dolee® N /"IN A BED UNDER THAT %
_ rh What's the | e | IDENTITY BECAUSE THE |
aorry. Bue. L know those \_problem? /4 F | \ SYSTEM SAYS SHE 1S @
o ~-Uh, W - i i won't let 2. ALREADY IN ONE. _d
‘\ beina slow todau. dia--uh, waste < o They won't let .
" : to be selP-cleaning, [ _ N\ b 4 = ,!i
but they really Peel S &= ! = =

= T !

gross aPter a |

Ty |

=] ]
ills
|

o

¢ouple of daus. i b |

[T

-.."v: -. L - . | : ﬁ

You need to
O | 7 - X bake LS b0 bhis
L N - - T | " THE SITUATION TO MS. bed. I know
I NO, THAT'S NO s
R e _— MARTINEZ. T'LL VOUCH FOR
—

THE PRIVACY WAIVER : what this is.
PROBLEM WITH YOUR - i . _ CY WA - _ iy .
-, FRIEND, THOUGH. '

P < | —— < &
IT'S IRREGULAR, BUT § ] .
I'M HOPING YOU CAN | 7 eImPLE BUT
\ HELP CLEAR IT UPP 4N | MAKES NO
- _ - _ SENSE.
'ﬁ\. |

LN

Folks, Wou are looking at
the Sprue.

Her name's

But at least now
_ We can Find her.

You need to
rescan this bed
and change the

3 designation Prom
gﬁeﬁgﬁ K “Jolee Madison" to
\ “Sharl." No | name
BRAINWAVE E:;!-\'H ["'r* .a: “Fug”.“.
ANALYSIS AT THE \ nown. Or “Sproe,
MOMENT, AN 0 Whatever works
INTERRUPT WOULD %
CAUSE HER
PERMANENT
MENTAL DAMAGE
AND WOULD :
POSSIBLY BE 4 ' he be
FATAL. & Ask the bed "‘(

owner to confirm if

Wou need to ; _ WE'RE HAVING

: 1 SOME DIFFICULTY
She's — — DETERMINING THE
basically a . : BED OWNER. -
human virvs, : il W
right 7 I don't '

By All the more e
55'"‘5“'2]:? kills —— reason to keep close SN '{

track of her-

> That won't
matter, vitimately.
IP they decide to
interrupt her, it'll have
been by majority

vobe.
Especially since there's a

¢hance unplugging her would

S— B 1 have no idea how
also wreck a lot of Ad. : - likely that is to

actually happen.

Honestly, me
neither, but it's
not our 2all.




v know about
bhis. Yoo tell me
Spruill was Feaﬂg
a Barker ... that's
dlready one more
Barker than I

Some are better
than others, This is one of
the good ones. She worries

about us. That's why we're going.
She lePt a message Por us bo
¢heck in as soon 8s wWe were
back saPely.

It's good to have her "N
LY in your corner. She may not
2 be the [ast Barker you have to
meet bePore we solve this
mess, and wou want her
between Wou and the
really bad ones.

And Jex needs to
-9 Mmeet her because
Eels SN _it's way past time.

A WHILE LATEE, IN THE OFS5 ROOM.-

i

m

bhing. Big rosh or )

s {:'?h I don't khow.
.-. v -""'r

Serene?
Corazon?

We're alive. And we
have a guest.

d almost be Wiling 60 et W00\~ pet, serene got, L

— ( Lknow the answer. Though it's  ypone koo, but T don't

\._ alittle hard to believe.

\

There's no nee
to yell at me, Mr.
sheridan.

Yot w:f.haun ' *
gonsensus,. J

" 8o we go to the
trouble of getting
everyone in a room

again, and they argue
. Por two hours and
s achieve nothing?

£ |
= l
>~ We're past the
/ point where we can
~/ waibt Por them to try to
| Work up the nerve to take
=\ the necessary risk. I
= a believe you should make
& this choice. YourselP.

S . Unilaterally.
RN
S

~ Youwere the one .
/ who insisted we needed
\  majority assent in the

PFirst place ... -

-

—

A\ think she's reaay to

N admibibyet.
s v -

e

I do not yell.
But I am extremely
Prustrated.

Over a week gone and
We have nothing! They :
brought back nothing!Time
completely wasted! &

\_—/ |

/  That was bePore I saw  —=_
" what I was working with. ‘x_*

‘I
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N
L

7 We thought you - R
| should probabiy see
-\ the person who--

... does she do
this a lot7

IP Ruby says there was no point in
bringing Nat back, then there was no point. IP
she believes that Nat couldn't have done

:-— -
anything to Pix it, then I believe it too. \ng
agm 1WA

L~ > o -""1.

/" And you're ™\
/" willing Eo ignore
any thought: of
~_ \ justice bemg .
=, done .

$” What sort of "\
s justice did Wou have in
ff’ mind? I tend to agree
with Buby on that as well:
There's nothing we can deal
.\ Nat that covld be worse
A than what she has

N dealt Por herselP. |

i — ==":)

.

- dan we
Move on,
please?

Very well.
since the one positive thing
to come of this ill-begotten
expedition is that we now know
which bed to inkerrupt, we should
interrupt it. There are no
other alternatives lePt.

I have
some personal
business in the

SoUk.

Leave if you want.
They're going to argue Por a
long while yet, and eventually

Serene Will win.

And normally I'd - ™
agree with you completely, <
Mr. Sheridan. But now we know

Ms. Barker, You're going to have to Pace | bhe risks and we know how high

the Pact that Josiah was right: You and , : bh;gaﬂr'ﬁ E‘fﬁaﬁnﬁfﬁa :ggg f*ﬁﬁﬁ to
 Leyna are the only members of the  / - Y H’i | A gt Ffthﬂ ;d ’i:.e
N\ Pamily in A who have even tried / e . amily too ... and iF they didn
.y ko rescue it. : opt Por that, there's going
> ko be blood. I understand
that. What I'm trying
to bell You is, with oniy
becomes time to act one option lePt, there's
pragmatically. 44 | going to be blood
it regardless.
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