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concentrate ... slow ‘g
Wourself down ... don't
Pall too Past ...

There's g
botbom ... &
a bottom, be e the data
isn't inPinite that means
the space isn't infinite
either, and--

ging to be a
here has tio be
caus

and
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GUess 1o

0 take me ' ﬁ B YA
the door. SN 371‘.'i

oo bad Por Wou. |

Get away!
P-EE,".- don't .l.':':":"l garg=.-

What /s this?®
15 it @ meN IS'.'"‘_L_-] .';l.l.r'-'I
hers? A scenario?




— What are you
3o doing here? '
- @et out!

Never ﬂgﬂm;
bitch!

Oh ...
it's a loop.
And not a very
subtle one.

@ELess you
Porgot to take me
OFF the door.

Toeo bad Por you.

Get away!
Ray, don't wou dare--

Ok, let's break this.

d SoMme oF them are
... and gone. PURKING Prom bhings ... some
are having arguments ... a couple

of them, Uh, I don't want to
guess what they're doing ...

Are they ail looping? Are
they all sbuck like that?

Hope that's a
good sign.

Hate to
think she's still
somewhere getting
punched by Ray One thing's
SR ee ¢lear, theg‘re
Minutes. not going to be
any help ...

"Up ahead in the
distance, [ saw a
shimmering light."

BUBY IS QUOTING AN ANCIENT FOLK SONG OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.
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What kept you?

sorry.

There were a lot of
other things we had to
Pigure out Pirst. We didn't
even know Por sure she was
a person until a couple of
hours ago.

Not: bo mention
Lrying Lo convince
myself that I'd survive it.

Have you been down here
since the Sprue
started?

Who can sau? I'm |
almost completely cut
oFP Prom inPormation.
Time is meaningless.

I suppose it always
was, really.

I'd like to oPPer wou
a ¢hair, but as Wou can
see, I'm aPraid you'll

have to stand.

THIS IS A4'S DATA ARCHWVIST. WEVE ONLY EVEE SEEN HIM ONCE BEFLOREE, IN #21.

This block has
one oF the highest
priorities in A4. She
can't destroy it. There
are very Pew other
vhattached blocks she
hasn't consumed, though.
. I'd be willing to bet any
y others have them too.
=N\ Like mobhs to a
lamp. \

Are they loopingZ They
don't look like it.

e

Qur minds
don't like being in a
void. We need some
context, some
sprrobndings. I can believe

that the wandering ohes

have made loops Por
themselves just to have

sgme anchor. Any
anchor.

Looping?

Stuck in 8
repeabing scenario.
Probably taken Prom their
own memories. I got sucked
int.o one briePly, and I think all
of the others I passed
were as well.

Oh, I see.
Interesting.
Not surprising,
bhough.
g It's an inberesting

No, I imagine
thew're here because
there's nowhere else

nearby Por them to
cling to.

They seem aware of
Mme, but they don't
speadk. Pity. I could use

question whether she'd have
liked to throw them out of Sleep
completely but can't, or whether she
prefers Por them to be in this state. I
can't decide if her desire For
destruction is stronger than

the conversation. her sadism.

You are, of
course, going to end
that destroction.

Actoally, I have given it

soMe thought.
You know, one day the people g

around here who expect that I can
do anuthing are going to get a rude
surprise at a bad time.

I Pigure it's becavse [ know none of it
is real. It's all just scenario. I ¢an
always cut the scene when I
heed to. Or rewrite.

This could
turn out to be
the time.

That's tirue, but I
don't think that goes Par
enough. Leyna bakes that
approach, Por example, but
except Por certain data-driven
situations, isn't nearly as
strong as Wwou are.

I believe your
strength is actoally
that Wou khow it's all
Mutable ... and are
1 4l @] |
Unbotihered by that. As I said,
- everyone else
needs an anchor. At
least one Fixed point.
Something they know
won't change
around them.

IF wou're looking Por
reassurance, I have none. It's
dark here, and I'm tired. 4§

Have Wou ever considered
whi Wou ¢an do things no one
else can do? Why these
expectations have Pormed in
the Pirst place?

You don't seem to
heed that. You Ply
without @ net.

Yeah, well,
maybe Flying
witihout @ net isn't
all that.

Maybe that's another
thing about me that
everyone's getting wrong,
that's going to bite them on
the ass one day.
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¥ IPIwant to
keep heading that
way, I need to get
through it ... Maybe
back here ...

I bet;
You can't
even .i?ll.t' in
HE:.':.'...'. '1"\"Irt||"'|

thosg--

HalP-chewed
data, looks like. Bits
and pieces.

Pile of bones.




Is anyone there?
I don't like this!
Someone let me out,
please?

Hey!

What is this?
What are you doing?

L]
*
R
%
= !
. (
ne Are : &
don't - :
I don't want it
no no n-- :
1 L
b ’ 1\ -
b Y
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I think that's more
bhan enough of Lhis.

wi

some of that out

Oops. Took - /‘

With me.

i I ‘ '
" g‘ .
-
Might be
interesting to keep
the hat, but it's kind
\ of hard to see under )
}\ | Al this thing. _ :
e I Peel 8

little strange. I

bhink this place may
be leaving some
ePPects on me.

I guess
if the weirdness
level's going up it
means I'm heading in
the right direction,
o though.




Why won't wou just
accept it?
Why do wou have to Pight?

You left me!

You locked Me
into Ghis and never

came back. You were
1

going to let me stay like
. this Porever!
'. - _ Then Wou let the hotel
| A driPt away. Mo one
'. came For me!
l
o
1
'|
II
1
... I admit we
messed vp. I didn't even
know the Martinigue had
b Fragmented until it was
o too late.
Come all this ,
way, and Por what ¥ It's But that's not
inevitable. You will get what encugh reason Por You to
You deserve, and You can't help her take apart the
stop it. whole place ...
JULIA'S STEORY BESINS ALL THE WAY BACK IN ISSUE #I.

She doesn't

need a reason! she
is beyond reason/

And you
belong to me,
Por what
Wou've done!

You were
Ghe best one,
You know. You

were perfect.

You don't -~
don't need tio do

dance while
everything else
goes away.

-~ 000U~

[ Why don't You pick

0N soMeone Your
b - EIW”#.-*

yaaaaal




I wasn't a
monster. I just
wanted to have
beauvtiful things.

.. And it
seemed like { The world hasn't
helping her was a \  ended yet.
better position to s
be in when the
world ended.

b

1:"':'“ Win.
Go ahead, lock me vp in
some hole somewhere,

I'm nots inclined

RN .o throw vou back
) into that.

time, You know. Leyna told o
Me Wou were a

real danger, and let |

me think Yyou were N
responsible Por the %

death oP a Priend ' -

I had no idea at the

And both of
bhose were lies ...
but more importantly,
neither one of us realized
how much worse than you
was going to come \
along later. -

We overdid it..
=

dJust ... You know, iF
Wou did what you did with
permission, no one would ever
have cared. Find volunteers to
dance Por you. There are
probably plenty.

I really need your
promise of good conduct,
especially since I am going
-m -:' .“
T

aPter her, and I want you
out of it.

I hope wou're right

L don't

.. Ruby ..
Bhink anything can

stop her.

I don't believe
that, though.

She's too big. She's
bhe world now. She just
hasn't gotten all the
pieces yet.




Alag, that sure is 3

lot oF ghosts ...
-

Oh, how, wait! |
I come in peace!

... Uh ... MUCh
creepier ghosts.

don't want to be
They seem to ' — d into one of your--
be drawn to that '
building ... if it's even

what it is ...

Not sure
exactly what it did,

but now we're a
g hl':-' ‘f‘tl -

=N aY E'FE
short loop.

Now how do

1
. break this one?




It's
amazing how oPten
breaking out means

actually ereaking
something ...

I'll sbay
like this a while.
That way tihe
others will leave
me dlone.

I was triing
to get into that
place, wasn't I7
Whatever it is?

I heed to keep
Mmoving. Maybe it's

just this place.
Maybe iP I can get
out the Par side of

it I'll remember.

I khow Yoo don't
Understand, but Wou
will one day.

With your Pather
dead ... there's nothing
here Por me anymore.
Just being here hurts.

What is bhis?

This is the
place with all the
mirrors ... Prom

that loop ...

Whatever it
was that was
aPPecting her, it
doesn't seem to be
getting to me--

Wait.

Was that loop
MEZ Was it
somecne else?
How did it--

What am I seeing there?

I can't sbay, and [
can't make your decision
Por you. In a Pew Years,

Wou'll be old enough to
decide Por wourself.

You and your sister
will do Pine until then.
You're better at this than I
am. You can survive iti. I
can't. Not without him.

Icant
remembert
I don't remember
who I am/

I
-
L
_—y

~
&
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~ That's =X
| what happened! |
( These mirrors! )
» Theytookit
-_______.I a. W EH _,' I -- _Z ¥

=

You can't! =
You can't! -
Pon't leave us here! -

g
—

You don't love
)

psi You don’t even
care about us/

You know that's
hot troe.

I'M s0rry. _
I have to do this. |




Here's another ...
maube I should try to
get past it withoub

Is that me? 1
Is that one of M Yoty
memories? Bl

It doesn't Peellike it,
somehow ... but ...

You're just like
mama! you're going to
leave me too! You don't

care about me!

It's not Pair!
It's not Pair!
L Oh, honestly.
' - You're not seven

Wears old anymore,
WoL know.

¥
J P
{ B Il N
j I ] ? N |
1 i
w, ] )
a »
I|
Whatz#

i

No =
| Wou can't do that ...

And Wwou're old
enough to take care
of yourselP. You'll do

Pine. You're better at
sS0rViving out here
than I am.

This is the Wal ik
has to be.
I'm sorry.

looking ...

{ _ That's not the point!
| The point is I need you and |

e, L

I really hope
that's not me.

Watch me.

This place makes
Mme crazy. sure,
ouvtside, you're likely tio
die ... but in here, You
have to swallow their
bullshit: all the time.

\_ You're just leaving me! /

L. bubiP it isme, I
want to know ...

Listen to me.

" This place is hell. The oniy reason
I've staved out here is to bake
care of you. You don't need me

Lo do that anymore.

~ You're old enough to
¢ decide Por yourselP. Come
into sleep. Or don't. Keep
| scraping if that's what you
want. Or join the
Wide-Eyes, maybe.

I'm getting
: ft,ﬂ.ﬁer I t,hfl"'lk . al:".'l.ﬂ'é'tl
out of here ... iP I just can
get past the last of
these mirrors--

There is a betber
alternative, and I
should have taken it
ages ago.

Bot ...

I thought: You loved me! I
thought we were --

I dolove Wou.

But everything has limits,
W'know? I'm not staying here
Por you. Not Por anybody.

And since you've
got this ¢razy thing
about Sleep, I'm not asking
Wou to come with me. I
know better.

N

_:L "--—-—-..___

e -H\.I

I'M sorry.




50 Puck Wou, lady.
[:I il:IF'. Itl W::-F' l‘: A

That whole
thing was a
trap.

A dePense.

You can't
confront her if
Wou don't know
Who Wou even

=

L

I got My head -
back, and I am not . AndiP T'm
“Wearing this a the ”.I must be
\_That is not me ... and what's _/ second longer. getting pretty

7 more, I remenmber who is. " i close.

Now, iP I
Were -ﬂ'EErQHIHQ d
“nerve center of a
data virus," that is
pretty moch what it
would look like.

Rkt

S0 1 guess ]
work my way around
and hope there's an

opening somewhere

That looks
promising.

What are
bhose things
covering it?

curtains?




You know, even in
this place, I ¢an tell
when someone's been

transformed ...

Let's Pix that.

WAL

Damn it, I aiways Porget ...

Uh ... hello.
Are you going to
give me a hard

bime now?




or is that
some kind of weird
portal or--

I'M coming in
there whetbher Wou
like it or not.

Don't like it, huh?
; Go ahead.
. Chew me Up and spit me out.

IP you can.

I don't know
Why someone would
want to be a virus
when they obviousiy
have such untapped
talent as a set
designer.




W t's the part
s that hurts! 5

74
7/

N . /

r
- Ll

= . - { Al of bhe time.
e leaveit = “*-H_ Can't Wou Peel it?
dlone! < i .y
This seems key ... 1 =
but what do I doZ IP I -
destroy it, what else will that
aPPect? I don't want to make
_— the situation worse o

/" Ok, bub N\
" : \ what /5 it? [ IPit hurts, why "'-l
b L.., hot get rid of itZ |

L9

Don't tovch itk . £

i
f"
A

-.._{

I needit!
That's the hungry ! 5
part. That's what [ . . ' You ail deserve to be erased’
takes everything ; \ | All oP it! It all needs to go awaw!
apart. That's the § 4 Ko/ | - go away
part Ghat makes - N LAY ' They can't come in!
i ail go away! LAk How did they get in?

L ——

-

'f BUE WhY i8N\,
w / that so

[ important? Wy |
| do you want to
B Mmakeit all go

'-‘"'-.,} away 4 _'__.-*"""i

.-"-‘- = _““‘\
You took everybody Prom me!
You bake everybhing!

.

et

What are you
doing %

I don't want to go!
You can't make me golf

{ : Oh, s ib movie night?

b
-I__‘_

e
sl

7~ ...I'mpretty
| sure I saw this one
N dlready.

—

Mama ... this is
the only thing she

Dear, please, ~ ‘ e
Ly IS e i, nows. She's scared
I know wou're a little IR RN of Sleep.

Woung to understand, ; ! 2
but &r. b 'R \ N\ I =
- Am not!
I just like it
here!

—

With your Pather dead
... bhere's nothing here
For Us anymore.

I can take care of
her. For a while. I think
she'll change her mind

once you're gone ...

I hope Wou're
right, Prola.
This place is going to |
kill vs. We can't stay. We 2
heed to go to Sleep. You bwo are much N
better at this than I am, S

I'm sure You'll be Pine, but )j 3

... ple@se be careful. NS

I won't go! You can'e . "

make me! I like it here! 3
I [ove Wou both

very much. Come |}
Pind me soon.
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That's not what
happened!/You're Wing!
y  Mama, you're ling!

- ———
it

= ‘-'"‘H._
l' Oh, hey--it's a
, double Peature. |

A
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S,
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Ne, don't/

.
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y ,
7 You know, i1 had bo
( Pick Whose Memories )
\ Were a bit selective ... ,

\“-.‘H _.r"
"1.._ ___...r"'

-""‘--n.._|_‘___.__.--'

a

. - : You're just like || o
g mama! you're going o ! £ Thabie uck the Dok
, - S e , g point! ] .
_' : . [Em: ’:E at.g-of éﬂi ff,':m b T3 oy - | The point is I needyovand | Listien o me.
l S ' fre Aoul e v | \ Wou're just leavingme! /

s . -~ . , . "/ Mama had it right. This place is hell. We
b - should have gone to Sleep With her. You
' . - : know that. We staved out becavse you
were scared and I wouldn't leave
Wou out here alone.

ol P
it

g

55§ e -
e bl
= 3
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- = .
- i = i
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i H i
heﬁ'"ﬂibr ;—? gﬁhg . - I think you should go to
care of vou iP I didn't Sleep too, but wou're old
love H-ﬂUfEUb Hou don't enough to decide Por HE‘UF‘ﬁEJP.
need me to do that Come wikh me. Or don't. Keep
anymore. You're old s¢raping if that's what HWou
enough. You ¢an take . really want. Or join Ghe
care of yourselP. S, Wide-Eves, maybe.

V4
l:(‘ ‘e )51 ;‘ " 7 i ‘F/
\ - : 4
A ' (4 4
It's not Pair! 2 “.. It's not true/ ( 1':-' /
It's not Fair: = % \ Thab's not what happened! o ~ g0
" . % Why are you lwing# T
Oh, honestly. 2 a >

You're not seven Y. 3 55h.
Wears old anymore, _ | \ YyVvwh ; Irw?:-ﬂt 1:1;0 Fie the
Wou know. ok _ X ast act. I have a
' | . Peeling this one's
% going to really be
‘*\_}\h somethin g

7 ——

Sharl, I'm
sorrY, but I'm not
the unreasonable

ane here,

Come Pind me in
Sleep once Wyou
Pigure it out. IPF you
ever do.

Watich me.
I thought you loved
me! I thought: we
were --

I can't love you,
Sharl. I covldn't get that
Par. You don't love anybody
back. All you care about is
what it getis wou. You need
someone, but Wou don't
care what I need.

‘ And you need it
This place : constantiy. You get
Makes me nuts. jealous, you want all my
Sure, outiside, you're Cime ... You want
likely to die ... bub in : : | | everything, and you
here, you have to - - don't give anything.
swallow their bullshit | % It isn't Pair.
all the time.,

by
™

e,

Honestly, one of
the reasons I'm going is
I know Wou've got that
crazy thing about Sleep, so
No There is a better You're not going to Pollow me
s alternative, and I and make me miserable
Yoo can't do that ... should have baken it there too.

‘ ages ago.
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W Don't believe any
,f

of it! It didn't--

a;-
¥

i i '
Y

@et away
From me!
All o you get away!
You're not even supposed to
be herel!

Don't tovch mel!

50, did Bou just kill them all?

Do Wou know?

Do vou care?

(" ... Al right, then.

I think it's
past time to get
L ridof this.

Can't possibly do
any worse than you're
dlready doing.

You've Eaken it all’
I've got nothing!

I've gob nobhing ...
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TWoO DAYS LATER.
Wi RS
Not @ word.

~"The aproe is shill

bherel but it--she--isn't ™ e e e
' - _ Which means she either
did something unsafe or

eating data anymore. No
attempts to consume blocks ar') - 5l
disrupt portals at all. She - - E
seeMs bo have gone \— onethical or both.
~.__ dormant? -~ Probably both.

|I

||| —_——
— "
—

I've conPirmed what
Ruby said in her message.

I've been watching all l:.he data |
, Closely and waiting Por any !L

reports. Hathmg

- In a week or 50, When
she's recovered Prqm

.a:i-':" A Tam -‘H"-,
B whatever happened, I might be
[ able to gE‘ﬂ her to talk about it.

/" ( deeply
: spspicious of
"seems to /
have." :
Right now I'm just going to
accept it and let her
. recuperate her way.

Anyway, it'll allow vs
to reboild without
worries that the work will
just be wasted. IF nothing
else, it will have bought vs
more time. Possibly a lot
more time.

‘ 40 am I but Ruby

told me the active viral
routine--the part that enabled
the Sprue to do damage--has
been destroyed ... and, given
this evidence, I have to
believe her.

Long enough to
sort out some of
bhese other

problems.

—
e
L

Oh, I wouldn't
pub it like that. )+

You have

your coat on. I

guess that's :

smbolic.

Isent a Mﬁﬁage

westerday. The plane
will be arriving in

two hours,

> M isn't going to revniPy; wou don't
have any central administration; the
Pamily reFuses to pay Por AZ's network
Monitoring selubion, so0 You still don't have
phones; You may or may not even have a
permanent solution to the Sprue.

However, I have to
allow time to get out of the
bed and clean vp, and there's
a Porty minute walk to the & :
hearest clear [anding site.
50 I'd best be ofP. I can't say "My work here is
ek done" wWhen my presence
accomplished so little.

Well, iP you hadn't
come, I don't Ghink we'd
have made even the amount
of progress we did. You
were the catalyst.

7 The advice is bo be carePul abovt N
uaur- Priend. I'm not criticizing Ruby--1
ﬂan'b pick on someone who getis results,
however unorthodox--but she doesn't

'\.\
I will say that working with you =
was a pleasure, whatever obher
reservations I may have.

f *' - I think You don’t want to hear this, but bo My
Mind, you're the only person actively working

- -*__;:."' 60 keep M in good operation. I wish the
e 1
~ Your motives diverge, and

hd thank wou Por
: want the same things wou do Por A4

(ﬁ ... Perhaps.
sauing so.

rest of Wour Family were as
concerned. = _
_ " they will continve to diverge,
g |- K and there will come a day where
that becomes a breaking point,
I'm aPraid. '

__z}i’r)z

[

The inPormation is about 5

To that end, I'd like to
oPPer Wou a piece of advice,
and a piece of inPormation. £

the network Pix. As I'm sure
you've already discovered, the
problem is bhat monitoring and
stopping malicious activity without |
alsp impairing acceptable
activity is an extremely £
difficult task. i

‘ ‘55' diPPicult, = ‘vJ

> "in Pact, that it can't be
done algorithmically. The
solution is to add soPtware to
enable netiwork monitors.
Homan monitors,

It's a Pull-time job. People in
shiPts. Pemanding,
high-trost work.

' Pon't tell anwone in AZ
that I told you.

il

B e )

G

... Be seeing wou,
Mr. Sheridan.
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