THE FOPULATION OF

THE YARDS MOSTLY
LIVES IN ISOLATION OF
IN VERBY SMALL
OLUMPS—=VILLAGES
OF TWE OB THEEE
HOMES. THERBE ARE
ONLY THREE TOWNS
OF ANY SIZE (AND ONE
OF THOSE DOES NOT
PERMIT VISITORS)-
ONLY GRAYTOWER
EOULD BE
CONSIDERED A
Harmy-—BABELY.

And it's kind
of a domp.

Halt, damn you!

I just don't get why if Wou can
Mmake a place anything Wou want,
you'd choose this. We moved on
From torches and FPireplaces
For @ reason.

Han't promise none.

Might got else to do. Cres got all
kinds pull goin on.

Told me where ask,
50 good enough.

This is itZ

And your Priend

hasn't shown vp like she
was supposed to ...

You're not going to get

away this Gime!

IF WoL mean

Oh, good, there's the crazy.
I was starting to get worried.

"doesn’t smell right,”

agree.

Let's go
along with it
Por now. I want
to see more
Pirat.

Pt "i'-.

Shake Lail,
Hou bwe’

Gon leave you %
an't quit pissin. /... on't do that.

I'm sorry.

At least whatever it is, it
doesn't involve s,

Another batch?
AwPul lot of trash in
bhe streets today.

How many do
Wou think You can
handie?

-",-"'f Mjght N
none, all
that stuPP on
... break hand,
i more like 2y

., -

e
s il
.

‘_.

just need a minu
run the

"x.“h maniPest. =

-‘H'"--_____--—"'rr-

(%ﬂfﬂﬁbhtﬂg Por that. \

y

. 0f course not.

s Why would I expect that?

Not one person in
this wWhole Fl.'*"'ﬁ#‘l'ﬂ Zohe
IS Where thﬁyj re
x_ ﬁuppoqed to be ..

Jou two!
stabe Your
business

Lookin Por some.

“What kind of answer is L
that? I'll ask You one more e
Lime: Why are Wou here? tar

I don't see how ib's
any concern of Wours, ,

.-f'.:*.‘
Giin

'\..."f

s"'-“‘z'

" Two strangers who
won't say what they're up
to? It absolutely is. We're

d the City Watich.

Al rights, listen up. This
ciby doesn't want you around. Y
We're trying to keep this place
saPe and respectable. _4

80 Wou're going to be
leaving through that portal

down there. And don't come back. B

We don't want to see any of you
in Graybower again.

Can you
Mmakea |}
straction ?,-'.f -




Filbhy
ereatore!

Nice!

Big style.

@et ofPl

Thank you!

And to think T wasn't sure
what I was going to vse it
Por when I made it.

+MEANWHILE, UFSTAIES FEOM THIS MAYHEM ---
Y  peaaay
X

< Al rights, Pirst ofP,
there's no way in hell I'm ’
going to listen to anything
coming out of the moubh of a
goddamned eif.

\ hﬁ v’;ﬁ é

This citiy ... What is
needs to be going on down
cleansed! there?

Second, You don't
have a shred of
authority here.

’m . z" : Thegl'db-etter* ’

! not have gotten W
0 ’ ‘@ \ ( drugh and f.;r-ie-:'! bo f.'{
* : | o anindoor |
| L’"‘ -~ ‘@ A ‘ =\ jousting tourney
again ...

It's overrun with
- criminals and witches, and all
-~ Theoda's been searching Lhese horrible people who turn -
around Por days, locking Por any themselves halPway into animals ...
evidence that the "City Watch" is \ Prauvds ... predators ... we're
anything but a Pigment of your & going bo make it saPe Por ¢
imagination. she hasn't Pound it. ¥ normalpeople ...
Not @ shred. n R "

I nheed to go
check on this. You
two get the hell out
of here.

Al wou've got is a bunch of
Y people in cheap armor You've
managed to get to play along with
whatever weird ideas you're
working through.

Consider
Yourselves very T
[ugky I'm not tossing
Wou oub of bhe city.
: This time.

IPit's any
consolation, I
was already
planning on daing
that to you
anyway.



I can always
count on Wou to Find
trouble, Jex!

These Pools
aren't official. Thew're
thugs whe decided to shove
anybody out they didn't like
\ oUE OP bhe city.

- g5 ' _ | Their leader is going
— S to be spending a little
Should I make ™ ' Y i i 4 Lime as a Prog now.
the rest of them | - - | o
into Progs too? /

- . o . | 2" Th:ﬂ goes all bhe e
Tknow N0 ol : gatiie o 4.__1~ way to the @
---.:J‘{J'lﬂ--v- Vi . g .. i | 2y ! . o : : | &l ; =~ ! ‘_'. ____ o ?

soMething Paster. 4 : - s L R

CNCE THE DUST HAS SETTLED AND THE CITY WATCH HAS BEEN EVICTED ---
et - Don't understand the l
> people? Or just oo much ! Uh ... litkle of both?
‘40 Where did weirdness? But mostly the second.
that portal go? Lot of weird here.

Locked like the
grasslands, but that could
be ten minutes outside the

city, or ten days. IE'l still set
them back a lot, especially iP
their leader can't un-Prog
herself.

That's not
completely Pair.
Some of the obher
Zones are the
same way. I hear
things about
Century.
You know,
Wou're a lok ' _
stronger than 1 ; Idon't like
Wou look. ; an P ; going to Century )

.. andserenity,
quite a bit.

That's difPerent.
There, I can try to deal Wrbh
it. Here, it's completely ~
beyond my control.

Anyway, this is
Theoda. When we get
back to her place, she'll
try to locate Buby.

She an't vsval
hazzed. Han't like
fards none.

No ... There!
=« No ...

At sea ...
I'm at sea ...

Gob take off -
clothes Por it She is at sea ...
She says they
distract her.
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SRR What; this hfur;)
1 .1":'1 : _
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N » " \\J’ Ib's just ale.

s _‘__..-'l %
d "-‘P- B &
/ Hoh.Hadale g b\

k‘wrr;h ores. Han's §oAYC

Well, there's a ot of
difPerent kinds of ale.
Even more kinds of beer,
You don't like it%

You're going to have
to tell me about drinking
with orcs [ater. That
soUNds dangerous.

I don't have a portal to
Piertown. Only been there once. I
have a portal in the jungle wetlands,
which are horrible, and one in the high hill
country. Those are my two closest. Both
of those are about @ week From

Piertown on Poot. ’

There's no
portal Prom
@raytower to
Piertown? . 4
p— MNo. Most; of the set,
/ portals in the Yards are Por going
'/ to other Zones. We could try to Pind
soMeone here who can cast one to
Piertown, but that covld take
longer than the trip.

I can arrange
Por horses ...

I've never besh
on a horse,

-

B kind of thing.

~ Well, it

And wou're
sure that means
she's out on the

ocedn soMewhere?

SoMehow?

7 DePinitely.
That's why I
can't place her.

L

Which means the ;
W pirates. They're the only
\ people interested in thai'./ 4

=
\lil" '_,_‘___"__._-_._._,_.--""-
1 "l‘ﬂ_';_. k':" =
RS oS

\*ﬁf -“: i ? - e :
L )ﬁ \
o XN

You're going to
heed to go to Piertown
and look Por her. But iF she's
still out at sea when you get
there, the only ones who ¢an
take You out are other
pirates.

sgunds like a
good time to

learn.

Especially when I've
been griping about
everything e/se all day?

She was just
looking Lp location
data. Doing it the hard
way, if you ask me, but
hot everybody has the

= ) same tools I have. |
> IPIhad access bo

" Yards data, I'd have tried QEEA% ,
to Pind Ruby's location my way TR

1 -'.a
O
L

| ... and mavbe I could have done
I\ better, and maybe I covldn't SR

have. I don't know. Moving
o Gargets are hard.

Yes, T could do Without
the bheabne, but it's

inPormation, and we need it. S8

I just hope it's accurate.

e

.-b - .'_\'...
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NOT TOO LONE 4 WHILE LATEE ---
— 7 - -

a +

Are we headed
somewhere? You
haven't: gotten out
the horses ...

I miscalevlated a

A

SRR 1 recommend bhe hills.
B e The wet jungle's really
: horrible, and the horses
can't be vsed in it.

-

When you get to
Piertown, Find my
sister Theora.

# I'Ve never seen \I
\ Theoda get it wrong.

e,

little. IF we had just
started down the road, we
wouldn't have had time to get
anywhere vseful before
sUndown, not even on

horseback.

Travelling at night is

bad. sleeping out in the
open isn't great either.

There's a witch who lives
Up here that I've done some
things with in the past. We get
dlong. I'm sure she'll give us
sheltier Por the night.

There Used to
be a path ...

—

You said
the hill
witches
couldn't be
trusted.

%,

warn you ... this is th

B

Look, I need to

—

She's a seer too, and !
she'll be a lot closer to your f

Ruby, 50 might: be able to get a ,;1
better reading. L

.w.fj‘& t

Watch out Por Theora,
she's ... unreliable. Her
readings aren't, though.

Theoda, I'll
come back as soon as
I can to Pinish dealing
with these City
Watch idiots.

Bub...ah... it
Might take a while.

Don't give me the Ruby
“him." You've been looking at
me like you're trying to solve a
puzzle. For the last half hour.
What did I do?

Han't do none.
Just ... an't expect you take
Theoda none hazzed like did. Enow
You han't like magic stuPpP.

.
e

7 Most of the hill ™
/ Wwitches don't welcome
l’ visitors, and some of them |
\ Will turn You inbo something
Y, horrible bePore you get a

. chance to say hello. /&
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bet:ter of the two options,
but we atill have to be

N

._‘.

,

“'—-

careful.

IP we get separated,
¥ be very careful about
approaching lone homes or
Farms. Some of bhem are
just people, but some of
them are hill witches.

Mostly.

This one's pretty nice.

Though, ah, looking at the
st.abe of this place ...




./ This is not the way her

[

————
— B
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e

garden looked the other

\  times I've been here. /

f'_ i J : 3 ..
- Idon't know 2 7

" Whether she's got. it like
bhis on purpose ... or if
she's gone ...

L

Camson/
It's Cres!

Are you here?

Pidn't have too
many options.
[5 she QK7

Ak

Peel real slide here.

Han't like tree thing
- hene all.

What the hell is Ehat?

¥ Wonder how

long he's been
stuck as that
creature.

And why on
earth Damson
would do that to
him ...

There's another
one gver here.

I don't think your

witch likes visibors .If

anymore, Cres.

Leyna, havlt

Wonder some else.
Got get Prom here
Pore more slide.
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We're Far enough

away. Want to stop and ) 2 et

put on some clothes?

You sure you
don't want to put on

something that'll ... Pit in a

litble better?

("f—.a What's

I'm not going \\Ep[an e
to dress like a
refugee Prom a
bad passive.
I'd better
Looke e we'l be This is athietic
doing more wafli:ﬁing WQ&‘F&&; izfr:‘g Por a
today than : :
thought. It's just that = There's a small village
there are only a Pew we should be able to
tupes of dresses in the redch on Poot before it
; o Yards, and that's not any gets too dark.
L wishI knew what Qg of them, S0 people aren't
happened to Damson. IF going to know what 60
she's not there anymore, b make of you T
why leave p those : : Jex 1-5:? E "
dePenses? And iP they're Maube just ﬂw;qrmgréﬁrg:
not hers, Whose? han't want F’-ﬂfh;lr‘-ﬂUHd RIS SIORER 22: -
A% none now? __ I ¢can't imagine
o ‘ But Jex is dressed like they won't let vs
. an adventurer. Adventurers wear st.ay the night.
. _ _ _ Well, she never all kinds of things. They also wear
R & AW "calls did .. but ] pants.
5 N e b s TRV ought I was an . '
:.Jt Fe s I ' exception ... I don’t wear pants.

AND INDEED ---

We got

visitors! ;
Good You got in

When you did.
Just in Gime.

Yes. Travelling by
night is not something I
like Go do.

H | That, wah, bt
; also ... after

hightPall, we likely

wouldna let you in.

"7 We don't much open
our doors after dark
these davs.

A FEW HoUeSs LATEE-

Won't be the
best kip in the world,
mind, but it's
somethin’.

It'll be lovely,
Clery.

We appreciate
your hospitality--
Oh, I know how it
sounds ... but take our

word. They wander

around all night.

Wouldna be 50 bad,
maube, i they just did that
... bUt we've got Polk missin',
Used tio be six of us here. Now
we're three. Lura's wife got
took [ast week.

Been thinkin' about
¢clearin’ outs ... hate to
leave the place, but who
knows how long afore
they get vs as well?

Tol, You've got
to Petich her!

What, and get:
taken too?

Lura’'s out

there! Andwhat iPI am?

I can't be without
her! I dunna where she
is, but I'm goin’ there!

Lural
Come back!
Don't Pollow Bhemd You'll
B i kg be taken Por sure!
2’5 2 I £
damn ghostis!
We'll come back Brom it

together or we won't be
comin’ back, neither of vs!




I'm going to Pind ot
what's really going on here.

Oh, Now,
that's not a
grand idea--

¥ No,it'snobt...bub 1 TN
can't let it sband. When I
see something like this, I
have to try bo Fix it.

It seems to be what: I do.
Maybe it's what I'm supposed to do.

NOT ALL THAT FAR FREOM THE VILLAGE ---

Well!

I think there's
hot Mmuch dovbt
where the ghosts
are coming Prom

APter all, if wou hadn't
been here, I'd have done
bhe same thing.

I won't drag you
two inbe it. You
should stay here.

= No indeed. |
We're coming along, and
E Wou can't stop vs.

I don't believe N
in actual ghosts. (> . —_

Eﬁpegiaga notin B8 And they don't Peel like N
cleep. 4 ( transPormed people ... I think |
’*x they're maniPestations.

e ez :
) .U..PEHEEEJ maybe? _ o =y

~ T

v -
f J'l".E‘ﬂHEIE'ﬂEFE Polls 1'}
L oPP, han't doin none. ,

o,

.

’
A /
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=
True. They're not even

reacting to vs. What |
happens if we try bo-- /

50 does she.
She's running straight
For the door.

Thisisa
delensive
ePPect.

They're not
actually that scary.
Thew've got some kind

of Pear Pield.

You just have L
keep wour--

A&



pelieve did St
bhat :

[hiTs

g It must have been !
"an  some kind of mental efPect ... 4
A I've never panicked like that in
MY liPe, I don't Ghink.

they'll at least know
how o get back to the
cow village ...

! L A And now I haven't got a
Yoo clue where I am ... or how to get
% back to the others ...

) ™ A

S Can You tell he —
MR Me how bo-- A

She'll be a person
someday, but she's got a
long way to go wet.

Better than not ever
being a person at all, though.
80 many aren't, Wou see.

... No, I don't
think I do.

Well, I
spppose that's
not surprising.
Come inside and |

 T'llexplain.

Not only is she ™

very stupid, she
doesn't see

strangers oPten.

Hot out Ghis

Go back to morning. Are You
weeding the bhirsty? I just
potatoes, Magpie. Pinished making a

pitcher of

It's all right.
9 lemonade.

MEANWHILE -.-.

Well, I'm not: a
ghost. And that was a
sprprisingly good night's
sleep, even iF my back's
sore Prom it.

ghosts by
day, eh? Bub :
4 there's still a lot of
glow geing on over
there. I have to
assume some
dePenses are
still up.

" Youmade it
{ almost to the
& door. Not bad.




/7 Might be ™
[ anotherwayin | =
\ Wherever these |
stairs lead. /

" Doesn't seem '\
s0. What's the
[ast thing wou

remember?

V' IPnot, I'm
going to climb a \
wall and go in at J,d'

ki L

the top.

ko break ib down, bub bhen
bhEl_-," were Upon me ...

She's gone!
Damséon's gone and I can't find her!

[ can't find her anywhere!
I have to find her!
I have to keep looking until I--

-
e,
"1.‘.

(1. ah, hate to just come in  J&
\like this ... bUt You're--

=9

e
o
R
B _l—_._._._,_,—-.'"{f

You didn't have to do that.

Ghosts?
I'm not sending any--

OK, that
wasn't what was
supposed Lo
happen.

—

I've been trying to
/ The ghostis search Por her mentally.
e vou're sending outs Sending myself ovt. Uh ... I'm
P are terrorizing the ' not sure how long now ... I've
countryside. kind of lost track ...

hever together again, I need to know
what: happened tio her.

m
I

7
7 Well, iP it weren't e

ril, - her, then where did

Nitch! — 4 A r 4
Whats did you do with wy e B0 b Uholl gou e When did bhey start
witeZ Where is sheZ? B . disappearing?

:;I // (O : .. I need to know. Even iP we're
4
f’l
Ji

I'J
i
F

A
i

\ Lo foed b

= il

i o
- .,

- -
ll..r" el

.

— . : b ‘ ¥
% | Idon't know what | . B
N, Youre-- A 7~ Hold on, Lura. - !
— — | Idon'tthinkshehad el
\_anything o do with it. /

h
LY
' .
] :‘.\
ﬁ by o - L
o A

I _"--...H_“

Yy Near a month
back. Not long aPter |
Wour ghostscame. /0

e

>~ S0 about the same

bime as .... hw. Has
anuthing else vnusual
happened in the area?

<4 # Ul b o T -
; @Ereengage, this is Lura. NN R UL Nowt strange, no ... ; v - X4
- @7 ( Three people have gone missing Prom % | B There's anew Parm downroad JT= g L think we W Thon might
75\ Lqur? 5 '.rrlfagr:e. aﬂﬂatt.géj vi Eﬁen yi! 8 , @ bit,, come in about then ... / _. 5;;’;:? EE;?H know somebhing
e ), 855UMIng Your ghosts too Er-&__._,,.f-.;ﬁ__b N Y : g 8 ST 4 about Damson,
IR T 4 N = - '. e i s as well.

"I
—1 ¥ i

AN Ry
A A 7L

r
£
J
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| iy . ]
~EfPniost ... N B
{ thought get )@

-

¥ backtocow
b, town this way,
AeL but han't ...

s

I've gotten three
COWS in such @ short time
... L don't think I need more
cows just yet.
But I've been wanting to
keep a pig.

Now, bhe cows ™ (RIS
didn't need much help.’ &
They were already
W halPfway there, aPter all.
M Bubyou're goingto |
o require more. /
Fortunately, I made /
this [ast week. .~

" el
Y S

.
i i

- It's not nearly
as quick, but by the
end of the day, I'm sure
you'll have stopped
thinking yov'rea
. person.

[
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IF YOU DON'T KNOW WHY JEX IS

s BEACTING THE WAY SHE IS, You

NEOULD PAUSE TO 50 BEAD #32 ...

OB JUST WAIT A FEW PANELS.
P A e v el e SOTasT PO

Wait ... I
don't Peel ... I ...

Whoaaa!

i
X

Oh, dear!
Well, wou wenre
going to be down
bhere soon
anyhow.

-

—_—

You'll just have
to crawl the rest
\ of the way.

e

It's time bo lose
your delusions.,

— R % &
Zalt 5

Maagpie,
Wou idiot!
it
Help me!

f el

TR T ry T

T o, A B
L i

I hope you're
starting to
Uhderstand now.

40 Many who

© think they're
entitled to be people,
but they're not.
They're just beasts.

b
,

,..._‘__ UH'HE'FE h H ! __,,--"ﬂ.

No ...
You ...
something in ...

- everything much easier. [
want to lead you to the
truth, but you'd resist ib. /
Your kind always do. 4
. P
. 7
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changed back.
Why she han't?
Mask?

Yes. Bub it's \
there ... 1 mean, it's

oy

e - ' o
_["'—-'h-"‘". e '\..-"'11__,_
L

£ —

=

Pamn her and
damn wou!

Loral 1
| You came bo |_
"5,\\ Ffﬁlﬂ |'l‘|€? ‘__.-""1::_
.-—'_'_';"‘— -___'=.-__-"-'

I OP coursel
Pid you think I |

wouldna?

concealed ... I can Peel

( on her Pace, it's just,

\ the edges, evenifI
L\ can't see them ...

" pubpig N
mask on her.
\ See what. 4

e

-

Most people don't have 9
good resistance to their own
magic. It covld take her quite

a While to shake it. :

gSpeaking of
shaking things oPP, what Y

happened to the one in I ‘"
J
I

_ the bird mask?
—

. T 7

volunteering to go
LUhmask her?

i

I will not Rall

Lo beasts!

P L N

W

You animals
insist on coming
to Pind me.

That's Fine. I
enjoy garing For
livestock. And it gives
Wou purpose.

Are wou all
rightZ

Was bout push
. her sohard ...
Ii'# .',.“_'k“.
o il’;;‘: :"#'I' .:,EJJ: =

s B T

EPPn Plain Folk.
An't like none.

e |-|: tlhatl‘ﬁ Hl::ltl t-hE' |'l‘||:|'5t'
humiliating thing that's ever
happened Lo me, it's surely in

bhe top three. i

Believe me, I
sumpathize.

g VHERPT TN A VU W £ R RS Y

a—

But I don't have :
another mask ... I'll have _:-,.g;
ko Pigure out what bo do L™

with Wou until I can--

DT i
; ._t"-i_‘ r'_.'!.. ;‘;-.;.*_ :

' .

Nobody does.
From what I hear,
they don't even like
each obher much.

And I need a really
long shower.

Y Ididwarnyou
about approaching |
strange women. /

Plain Folk
around, would
have sadid some.
S0rry.

... It didn't
Peel like I had any
other good choices
».  ab the bime.

areengage?
Where are we?
What's happened?




n ’bfﬁx‘* LATER, AFTER EVERYTHING IS CLEANED UP (INCLUDING LEYNA) --.

§

|

.-'"’ ‘e If.-l "
/' wasn't me/ It o -
was like I was ‘ '

_ Somebody

h else ...

.tl' |

@

T

h}':“ ' il

- F
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.-—_'_L_‘-.,_
” Which is ™
- 1 probably why \
. @Ereengage
couldn't Find
\. You.

— =
" 1 think she was
- tirying to convert Wou.
I'm not sure, becavse I've
never heard of one of them
doing that bePore. Mostiy
they just change people
into animals. A

i
.LJJ ¥
I spppose, Prom
/7 her point of view, it
was a compliment.. She
thought: wou were Pit to
become one of them. OF
course, to do that, you'd
B have to stop being
» yourselP ...

./

e
|

INTERLUDE-

THE COBBLES-

IT'S A BIT EABLY FOR BAR TRAFFIC, AND IN FACT CUFF PURCELL'S
ESTABLISHMENT ISN'T EVEN OFEN YET. BUT THESE AREN'T CUSTOMERS.-
THEY'EE BUSINESS ASSOCIATES-

Not sawing there's
anything wrong with it ...
[ just think we might need
somebhing a liktle more ...

Plashy, ¥'know?

.- }'EEH. 5E'§r
the thing about
this place, it's a

domp, but my
regulars like it
like that.

I'm already
thinking the drug
customers aren't the same
erowd. I've seen the way they look
around When they come in to buy. And
the drinkers don't like them any more
than they like the drinkers. What iP
we opened a second place?
something more shiny PFor
the algos--

May I oPPer
Wou a beer, Mr.
Chureh?

That's very
kind of you, but no.
I never drink

S0, Mr. Pureell,
bhis is the little
cartel you're Porming
Por algorithmic drug
s5ales?

I understand
that wou'll want to
discuss it amongst

yourselves.

Take a Pew days.
You khow Where to
reach me.

. »

4

e 1 g
~ We're going to keep 8
7/ close eve on her. We're also /
& going to be watching out Por the |
'\ cowvillage. I Peel like we owe ./ ¢
= them that. _,_7"’ “

f”ﬂﬁ glad to hear it~

> -‘ﬂ-‘am.f { T'll pass by when I can ...

\_but Por now, we've got to /

. bemoving. o

; Frl -. | i
We can make ™ :

it to Lone Bock by Y

sundown, if we |

work ab it.

7,

B

L R WL
T
T

I| ——

\_ only going to

. S Y, Yy

f;'
AR

7 Well L iP ™
/ Wou've got stops
| to make I can't help |
Wou, but iF wou're |

\_Piertown ... &
e Hﬁ

I ¢an portal
there. Would you like

horseback,
we've got a long
Pour days to
Piertown.

That'siP I ™
can teach '.I
these two bo
not Pall oPP a |
horse.

Well, shit.
Look what just
walked in.

I didn't think he'd “
ever set Foot somewhere
like Ghis. Might get his
shoes dirty.

Everybody be
real polite, now.

I was thinking of it more
as a trade association.
You don't: like it?

me to take You?

/7 Wewould
appreciate that )
very Mo R,

\ @reengage. /

o
-.._ =
Jﬂ
T -

No need bo stop
talking just becauvse

['ve come in.

Mr. Chorch!
What a completely
vhexpected
pleasure,

What brings
Wou here?

WEVE SEEN MB. CHUBCH TWIAE, BRIEFLY: IN #32,
AS A CUSTOMER AT THUBMER'S (DIDN'T & WELL)
AND #33, OFFERING MS. LEE PROTELTION (WHICH
SHE BEFUSELD).

And what if we e

™ don't agree bhab's in

Oh,no, I ; our best interest,? o 8

Lhink it's an
excellent idea. The
only problem with it

is that I've been
pursuing the
same thing.

And of course
having bwo such
associations would
dePeat their
primary purpose.

I believe the best
bhing to do weuld be
Por your group to join

with mine.

5o that's Mr. Church.,
I didn't know he was so biny.

What do we think
of his oPPer?

I don't like being told what
to do. And anything where Wou
work with him, he's going to be the
ohly one running it, no matter
what he promises.

Trovble is, he's real bad
to cross, He may not look like
much, but he gebs what he
wants, and he'll do anwthing
he needs to do to get it.

IP we don't go along

Then I'd say wou
hadn't thought it
through.

&
"__._._-_-_‘_-_‘-_'l-.
I'm already
extending a gesture
of respect by oPPering
Wou a chance to sign on, ]
rather than just A4

taking action.

T

4

".

I won't brook any
compebition here. IF (.
Wou don't jein me, I'll  B§
have to destroy your

operation.

"

B

.

I don't believe
can make it any
plainer than that.

I think I
know how we
can do it.

But it'll be a
N lot. And we'll all
have tio be invisible,
For a while.

Y. . c
You want o R 8
WA

lie low? What )
| would we be 4 ’
A waiting out? Q

%

i
¥
| 3
L1
L 1
\
1

"

Not exactiy.
Yes, we'll have to lie low, but it

with kim, I don't know iP
we can keep him From
shotbing vs down.

won't be waiting.
I have something else in mind.

e




PIEETOWN.

r Y

A

oy

Well, that
certainiy made
everything easier. -
@lad han't have
learn ride horse.

Nowthe

question is, how long
will it take Ls to Pind
Theora?

AS IT TURBNS £2UT, &@UITE A WHILE.

Why do : %
Wou w%nb to Wy Look, we've been all over town Por

koW ' % hours now. Nobody knows anything. Finally
% somebody said she Might be here. You're the
only hint we've got .. -

Do I ook like

want to
know?

R,
""}\
N,

LN,

% ' A\ | a &
We need her . L o ' - \
to Pind a Priend ' P ot
of ours, I have no idea. I
don't know what '
Theora looks like. Why are you
: looking Por her?
Oh, it's work,
then!

Good. She needs to ' P ™~ "= P Does she have
pay her bar tab. ol \) / people aPter her or
N something? We need her /

Tabile i ik to Pind someone.

back corner.

There's
nothing in this
Pucking mug ..

Your sister
said you were the
person to talk to.

Hey!
Theoral

You don't
want the ,
n ?." ! i S
3 boide Not in the A ... That's better.
Getup! N - mood. @ --Urp--
You'vegoba | : Y
customer. / - You drank it all,
& ! b remember?
I'll pay wour
bar tab.

r | -= Sigh --
... Who are you I'll buy You another. !
looking Por? ; _ Hang on.

I don't have encugh.
She's in the area, but "area"
covers a ot here. Could be in port,
\_ could be way the hell ovt in the

o " ”, ocean. Would you do

- — v ; A ' better if you

J'.-'_- r -I
Here? weren't dronk?

/ N ...
\_ that's not right ... |

wasted actually ‘g
makes it work better, L
I'll have Wou knaw.

- I'm sorry.

It's just ... that's the same
inPormation we got before. We
were hoping that once we got

closer to her, we could get

something more specific.

-

| i : o Well, it's not my Pauvlt. ‘*-
gf."ifﬁf ::a'" N ARE i ) R o/ Something's obscuring her. I\
4 { DS o’ ... gﬂt‘- a signal about how she's

"ﬂ. E:‘:ﬂgpt e r' o " I r'
This is very r:anﬂuiing 4 under red" or "under rose.”

Under red? g f
Under rose? '
u I don't understand ...

"1.‘.“..

s\ -ﬁ I have no idea

what that means.,




y - y o 1 .
] Y LE: L A
L} L

“Under rose" ...
Hey, your Priend didn't
ﬁign on With ﬂamaﬁh

Rose, did 5he?

Wh j

Damask Ho&e‘*’

I's belling you,
musciehead, I
didn't. do bhat!

Don't Peed
ME any of
your st

>

Tr-ﬂubre probably. A" . . '
Most of the pirates are just N = // s
having Pun ... Wou know, they Pight, " B T
bhey drink, thEH patch everubhma ‘e i
up the next day and do it agafn e i
but not with her. The rest of b ﬁ
them don't like her. . - F il

RNy How would we
Pind her?

T - 5 J

You won't, here. - '
I don't think I've seen her come ! . a&ly
into port in years. she's got @ - i S
hideout at sea. Island or something. S
. You'd have to get one of the other A () _
pirate crews to bake You. L NS e 5“:2”51{";%2?;3;%“
to her right this
Mminvte, though.

HAA.

And since the obher pirates don't

like her, it's going to be impossible
"‘*—-1 to talk them into that?

e

; Maybe not.
| I can think of one who's
‘_cr'azg enough to do it.

e IFIi ue ...__,..I 3 W '_.1'-_ e Efr
: F:;’ Eam\ﬁeya e = e T Ramsey told me you
one did that, and ve Haki LA 5 - / .
- : Ir b'EtltlEF E.ﬁldE'EirE'E .":"-1_ s _ '.". :ar _.I"- ] put th Up t":' Itlr
time bhan make wou Sl ON UEr OWn. g e got his Pace back
lock a Pool. 44 L P together enough to
; : e S talk again.

Ah, the 5ubtle
appmarsh we've all come

This is the
kind of --

The Rega method:

just beat the everlovin'

tar out of everything and
don't think too hard.

Not that you could /,

think hard i your liPe

e it N e i
i _ depended on it. That's it

' i : stand vp s0 I can
ast:;rg:fjarraﬁ,b:fubmg | knock Wou across the

salbhosed bitch! And - , table properiy/
nhow Wou're going to
get one!

You're interrupting a o e -- getting real
private conversation. A LY e T : : tired of bitches
' P i giving me shit!

dan't be all
that private; the "
whole house can We have
hear it. business with her.
You want to break her
into liktle pieces, wou'll
need to do it some
other time.

That 507
I don't know who

h"-"ﬂ»-m- Wou are, buk--

R {J‘pﬁ-—-’
That rightup all wou
_ gob? Weak.

Bigass or¢
talk, then han't
throw For shit.

P ppgﬁ -

Oh, you want a real Pight,
hOhZ You got it




Encugh, Regal

I

shake Wou Lill
Hour Pucking
teeth Pall out!

Han't know when done?

Not sure if we
l[ubbers are brave
or dapt ...

And ye
f  damned well
8 wouldpay. You'd
pay if I took uau
B anywhere. &

Prob both.
You all right?

Well ... whatever the
redson, ou have my
gratitode.

Cap'n Awelia, of the Melancholy.

That's Carmina over there,
sitbing it out.

But there's not
enough coin in the

world to pay that Pare.

Might: as well beg
passage to hell.

'Sides, iF wour Priend's
with the Rose, ou won't be
getbing her back.

I'd bet: MY ship on it.

I'm Leyna. Jdex is
the one With the
Fists of death, and
the obher's Cres.

I'm glad to hear
about Wour gratitude,
because we need to ask
Wou Por something Wou
Might not like much.

My advice is belay
that: Poolishness and go
have a drink. Or Pive.

time Por
£razu-ass
bitches.

We're trying to
Pind a missing
Friend. We have
reason to believe she
Might be in the
company ... or, ah, in
the custody ... of
Damask Rose.

We need someone to
take vs out to her.

We'll have to start
asking around Por other
ships LoMmorrow.

- Sigh -~

B Do you have any
rooms available?

How many do
Wou want?

.. bwo.

Have you got
anything to drink
besides ale?

Ever

-. (Mﬂh&'é You Peel

. good bout it,

Ch, sure!
Wine, whiskey ...
what would You like?

pisser!

Jex ... [ love
Wour nerve, but ...
three orcs?

Had throw with orcs
Fore. Can't Pight none,
like every else here.
Just bigis all,

.. jou're not %
joking, are you?

Nay.
I'm in your debt, Por
sure, but that only
goes so Par.

We can pay
You--

Whiskey.
And give these two
whatever they want.




[ bhink I i 3 A Look, I'm a liability. I'm not good ab this.
shovld o back ko i ~ Y Ml I've done so Par is get into trouble. Got
Sapanitiy. You two Wil 3 gL . s tangled with that weird woman ... got You into a

=aPERIIGH.. a3 LATG Wi . Pight that turned out to be a waste of time .

Eiﬁﬁ%ﬂnﬁﬁiﬂﬂgﬁ a.‘hpfased oPP everybody right and lePt ...

ME here.
An't the point.

This your push. You
want Pind Buby. Han't sbart
some then ot stau. An't gon

clean up your slide. o

s SR S g =
e e

< Mso Ruby loses shit cavse
han b wanh be Pind, gon throw
with you, not me

hrm. : ..' ./ L S .' e N R . B You may "8 :
<k o 2B 3 ey iy T i L Al Y not believe
Well, I appreciate your Ebr.ﬂhmg Cres, bhab goes even T~ o i . g s this, but that's !
with me, anyway. I sure couldn't more Por you, since this isn't o i 4 E? 4 something I »
do it bm myselP. 2 even remotely your problem. Also }»}Eﬁr " T - F ST \ sympathize /B
P since it's got bo be a little . B Xndies N (N - o : . with,

G, diPPicul Poryou.
. Have you explained ™
to Jex how strange it is
For an elf to be seen
anywherez

2
I've been

, hasn't come
i up.Isortof P
i assumed she ,

An't know
none.
Elves han't get
oLt MUch?

exiled. None of my
people will 50 much
as speak to me. Jex
remembers Liane, the
one I was trying to
esc0e in bhe swamp.*
Though I may never
have told Wou her
name.

4 s going to bed.

I Il see wou both in the
morning. IP I stay down
here I'll have another
drink, and that would

be a mistake.

We are . _
well .. b

" It's never acbualra ' iane an ere .
been said that we're : - Ln.rlng ;‘mig, “o: ce. T

Forbidden to leave ;
bhought that Might have
| She ciaAdal, Bog made a diPPerence.

e practice .. ~ Apparentiy not.

i

It's never even 0
been ¢ :'iHPJr'.ﬁEEd tfl :
anyone else oPficially =, w I aunpos
Ehat the Citadel = How are you § . hrm ;t?;é;pa% se.
exists, I'm told. /" allowed to circulate? ™ . | ' et K
Are you very special, or v : . 4
> dre You nom grataz o

A FEHJ MH..-ES DOWIN THE BEACH FEEOM PIERTOWN ---

What, wou mean the
resort? The beds are just
as comPortable in Piertown, I don't think
Wou know, anybody's that much of @
purist. I've been in hovels in
the grassiands where they
didn't allow themselves
plumbing ... but, by heaven,
they had large, soft beds.
Every time.

It was mostly
the plumbing I was
. thinking about. I had
e MMA = : been dying Por a
proper bath.

I am so glad you're
ok @ purist.
Pon't like the
shipboard
Pacilities?

OP course I
do, bub You have to
admit a bucket of salt
water leaves a lot
to be desired.

Heh. That's the
liPestyle, love. pend enough
time at sea to look Forward to
port, then spend just long
enough in port to want to go
back out to sea.

You don't seem too Speaking of

unhappy with ib. responsibility ... I've been giving
thought: 6o what: happened in
the inn this evening ... and I've
I'm Hob. come bo believe I've done the

Who knows in a - wrong thing.
Pew months, but
Por now ...

Do wou ever get
tired of itZ You've
been doing this Por a
long time.

I never get tired
of the sea.

I get tired of some of
the other parts. Being
captain. Having to take care of
people. Having to be ... well ...
Peeling like I have
responsibilities.

Bot I can't run
the ship alone.




Might have had a too little
MUch ... 3 600 MUCh ...
You know what I mean.

I Mmustbe dronk, I
vnderstood that.

I don't know, I'm kind of with
Leyna. There's so many bad things
that happen, and no one else seems
very interested in trying to do
anything about them ...

Should have done
like Leyna ...

’ | f An't erux tho!
: Want Pix things.
Ruby too.
Lot Polk.

Leyna might
had too much too.
Han't none seen her
drink sliv Pore. Just
Wwine, one time.

Hww. And she
guipedit. You think
she's QK7

Just han't want

: ; do it all time.
Han't sure with Leyna.

An't think she's happy much. @Got do Pun

stUPP too. You
know that.

Wants things right way.
Han't like when none else wants
make that only thing ever do,

same she does.

o

- - o o
[l e T __.-._ " i _:
= P e | R ™. 4|

That why You got
toss Prom elves? =
.o SOPPY.

An't want saw, all good.
Not my pull.

Oh, I don't mind
telling Wou ... but not

right; now, all right? e Aot have' s

" long talk one day soon.
I've got some questions
myself. You've encountered | S Y
the Plain Folk before ... Course if you ... §

Wou've been in Pights UhhR ...
with orcs ... keep doing Ghat ...
mood's not going te
be a problem ...

An't all that. Tell
Wou iP You want.

Well, not right: now.
Right: now I want to get back in
the mood S0 we can have some
Pun, especially while I've still
got some oF this drunk on.

I notice wou
let: her dress
Wou Lp her way
today ...

It looks
good on her!

And somebody
who Fights like she
does can make use of
armguards.

W see you doin
vp too tho.

Ah, well ...
I thought it might
improve our chances of
getting a ride if I looked
like I Fit: in here a bit
better,

Wan't sure gon
change hair back.

I considered keeping it
For a libtle while. It was
interesting, but I don't think
that look works Por me.

Now, I need ye to
vhderstand: Damask Rose is
trovble. There's good reason none of
the rest of us go near. And I might
get Wou close and send Wou the
rest of the way in a dinghy.

I was a bit hasty
Westerday.

Bot iP you're game
even knowing the danger,
I'll take you out.

Still going to charge you
For it, mind.

—

e

’: We're still game.

""-.

b

L
=

"

~ /7 1P you don't mind My
| a@sking, though: What made

You change wour mind?

Maube I don't
like to see Polks
stranded.

Maybe I want
Yoo to Pind your
Priend.

Or maybe I just think it'll
be some excibement. Hell, I
don't know what goes on in my
own head half the time.

— Get your things iF
you've got any. I want to
Make sail in an hour.,




AND 52 ...

. - = g,
7 You look like ™ ~~ Bubyou'renot T~
( Wou've never seen ~"| (" really pirates, thovgh. I \ g
] I'-.,‘_.. bhe G'CE'EIH bepﬂrer _..-"'II - : : MEHH; f:l"IEPEr'E'r H-G'tlhllﬁg tlﬂ' |:l

: - .._". '-.\.‘_--—-‘- .p [U .H d 'E J-| . 'l.___..‘

o TR = y ] 2
i

I-I .'F
L

J".-
e P

:.f-""frt‘*:-. nothing personal. I just

think getting anywhere near |
Pamask Rose is a bad idea. /

e —
E " - S
e —

o -
r""r

4 - It probably is, ™
» . /" basedonwhat I'm
| hearing, but Leyna's on a
\ quest. You know how it /

S i6 Wibh those.

e

l sounds better. LSl el -
~4 | B 3 /7 1think Amelia ™,
> - — [ Might be on one too. \
~ We're all out here  "S@ I don't mind telling |
becavse we love the liPe, | L you, I tried bo talk |
but we don't go much. — herout oPit. ./
Wander about, have a battle . = /
or tWo ... soMetimes carry s
passengers, there are a 4= "Huh. Not even™

Yeah. . Pewislands ... ' her Pirst mate
S

. ’1 : carried enough |
' | i

weight? ,--*""
/ "Pirates" is better
than "vagabonds,” »

_

&'big tho.

1 How we han't
‘% geb lost¥ Oh, I'm not ship's
mate. I'm just the current

lover. I don't run anything. I
try to be helpPul and stay

out of the way.

don't you think?

_ Oh, the
¥ captain's got
all kinds of toys
Por that. Bron, the bos'n, is
second in command. She's
the one who looks like she
¢an break Wou in half.

Been becalmed a She can, too

couple of times, but I
doen't think we've ever
gotten lost.

But iP she
thinks this is a
bad idea, she's

hot: saving.

I don't know, :
"vagabonds" has a
certdin charm. 4

e
_—— e,

.,.;-"""!-Pr'r:rbat-ly bhem
( Age, I |\ Endeavour.Right )

\ 5ee her. / \._ Pigging Por her. /_— o
e 0 - - Il = ‘.."'-
(" Doesn't look like

b TR
fﬁ; \ she wants a Pight. )

=

", -d-’

— _H-""-u._“‘- —— s,
" 8he might well, but ™
: she'd have trouble
'h turn. We don't getting in range. Wind's

\ wanuan _ fot withher. -
\. : tl':I daH- f__.-"' "'1 . _._____..-"r

L

: 7" ging out iP “
/ ou see her

S S

o

Well spotbed! ™
Hard to see in the

I can close on 8
her...but I won't get
in @ battle with

sun like that. passengers aboard, not /o

if I can help it.

Sy Bot you would iP
A v We weren't here?
Ship Lo Fore b
starboard, Cap'n!

g
IP I Pelt inclined.

-""'-'-'_._‘_'-‘-"‘"-..
"','f "ﬂ"" Ff ht‘l i, a0 HoD e < i
.. ; mostily stay \‘y Yes ... I'm bhe

- we've got clear > ~ ki M S Y PEMOS
( seas and I think )’\‘P Light the RO cecke I:hEIEF:':.ﬁﬁ,H EF:LLT call
. thiswind'llhold /M [ lampsandlet’s ] | Mme Mess. Also bhe

S allnight. ; \ ee about a meal \  Medic, and ...
~ il . and a drink. / R Well,

"-ﬁ:.__‘_‘_ L

e, Ty
-

Oh, aye!
Three Limes now.
Easier to just maniPest the ship
again, back in port, 50 the wrecks
are still down there,
SoMeWhere.,

-l-"'-._._._-_-‘-"‘- =

e,

L How get

e ﬂ ;A Hal %
: N back tio port if
"’f think you y
asked
something

L\ nosy, Leyna!
B &)

0> We have rules.
b IF wou sink somebody,
¥ Wou've got @ responsibility
Bo carry them Go some
l[andfall. You don't jusk
B |edve them Ploating in
: bhe ocean. :

oS

Let's have ™
curgan on First |
watch. £
Sorry!
I just like tio
kiow what's
what.

Folk all plav
hice tho?

No, no, it's Pine!
I'm ... I also try Go
keep the crew ...
entertained.




A LITTLE BIT LATEE, AND A FAIE BIT DERUNKEE ---

Y Hey, Peri, . _ P |
ourgan's on wate ~Altyours, Bron!
s fﬁ?:rupﬂ:qf; %E.Fh I'm going £o go Pind out some
T Mess . | _ things about Jex here.

Y Be nice to
our guest,
& now, Peri/ 4

Coh, Curgan will be vpset
he missed his turn!

Maube I'll console him
after the watch change.

E
I -

Cres might et
gon hazzed W St Cres is going
DR Lo see Wob a ok
more, though,
isn't she?

@on cusk on
I Might: only that # 7
get the one :
chance.

Besides, I bet you have
greatibalance.
B I've seen how You move.

I notice no
one carried you
oPP either.

I don't think
Jex meant to hurt
your Peelings ... she
got carried away.
50 Lo speak.
Ch, no, that I,ah...don't

doesn't bother me B cail o bhat.
at all. I hope she's ~
having Pun.

But you'll
hobice no one
carried me ofP.
Nobody wants to have
anything to do with

It has its

the elP.
They either think
Wwe have bad
attitudes--which,
honestly, many of us
do--or they're scared
of us. Or both.

HUh.
That must be
refreshing,
soMmebimes.

Endeavour!
She's running
dark! I didn't see
her till she was
on us/

Ring the bell!
Alf hands/
We're vnder Pire!

Curgan, get below
and open Pire!
Anybody whe ¢an, go
load Por him!




@et below, lubber!
You want to catch a
canncnball?

Peri/
Get a bail rig
and put ovt ' -
that Pire! A4 Coaaan!

Really putbing
Lheir backs into it
tonight.

e "n'u'a-urd it help tr:a"""'al Ry
bell them we've got LS8 5y

passengers? PRAS IRL S

Probably not ... _ K
but that gives me an idea. i
£ 'k |

-
-
III .
iyb.
]
d
d

—=a
—— ] 1‘
— B l S Ahow
. e S | i_"l‘_‘:._h BT Endeavour!
= s Qe ' We're commitbed to
=R @o Petich M horn, ) take some passengers
e | - would ye? /' toDamask Rose!

Went to a lot of : You
trouble Por it, too. I think Wind's not with vs, I know the rules.
Cap'n Britben might be can't maneuver awaw. Can't 5. 1P you sink vs, you
peeved with us. even manage not to Show ' have to take
them our broad side ... bhem:

... I didn't expect
that to work.

No breach.
Covple of spots I'll have
patiched up by dawn.

And some scorch
marks on the deck.

Makes vou ' ! Nobody hurt.
Ghink, eh? : Well, not: seriously. Peri

: brushed vp against a hot cannon.
r.ﬂm.:';"f*;gﬁ.m ' I'm sure someone will kiss it e
e g - and make it better. ' T P
Me a damage t_ Where's Leyna?

report.




A I--
Aw I underwater?

Ssh!
Talk a little quieter.
Sounds are louder
down here.

Hey!
Are you OK?

Wake up! I'M 1ot

drowned?

OF course not!

... did you want to
drown?

Well, no, I
justi--
Lh--
I guess it never
occurred to me I
wooldn't ...

No, I have to
I've got bo geb o geb back ...
back to the Oh, sailing with bePore they
Meiancholy... Cap'n Amelia? Did she decide to--
toss You overboard?
What's your name?
wugh!

No, there was a : - 5 --giggle-- -
battle ... something hit I 100 gob hit with a | You do Ploat! But not the way

me on bhe head ... ¢annonballZ We Pind Shouldn't I Plpat? . Wou mean. You're not Pull of air
those sometimes. . Aren't people L right now, and you're wearing
I'm Barra. B supposed Lo Float? B, too many clothes! .

Wasn't big
enough to be a
¢annonball. Debris or
somebhing. My

Hi, Leynal You're never going to
nhame's Leyna.

We don't get a lot .
& get : ¢atch up With the
of visitors. Melancholy like that.

ﬂ"l 2 0 d <] i - -
““ﬂ.:uﬂg‘r.iﬁﬂa*?" . You're not builb Por it/

" I know somebody who
¢an Pix you up.
he's not Par! Come on!

Oh, MY
goodness!

. _ Yes, I can
You're trying dePinitely help Wou
bo walk! out, Easy!
That's never &
going to work.
SWim/

This won't
hort a bit.

How do I
change back?

Not to worry!
Once You're oot of
the water, wou'll
revert
automatically.

We've got a lot of
\ catching up to do.

o i

e S

__:“H ._:1.- .
Andavery W

| attractive shade, |

> I MUsE 5ay.

o s

.'II
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8p it sounds like Wou
know Cap'n Amelia?
Oh ves!
Most of us who live
around here know the
pirates pretty well.

Well, that
can't be them ...
it's tog old.

They're good
people. They mess
with us a liktle, but
it's just Pun. We
like Chem.

... Well, except
Por one.

Damask
Rose?

Ch, they told you
about her, huh? Yeah.
Nobody likes her.

UnPortunately,
she's where we're
sdiling to. &7 We think she has
a Priend of ours and
we're going to try to
get her back.

" swim 4 lot Paster than
You'll probably I bhought or she sails a

have to take care of h’\ﬁ“’_’"ﬁ"\' £
Rose to get your Priend <ik-——H -
\  back, yol know. b~ —
: 4 - -—— . Barra,Ican't it
thank you enough Por A8
& doing all this ... 4=
e @Y%
' ﬁ‘-ﬂ" =

Huh. Either we \

Coh! 1 i ‘Course, if you
That's rough. do, everybody will
g be thrilled ...

You're sure? Come a8 &
‘-I'bTaa: gﬂr:l-fﬂ : long way to turn back ... I'm
' tellin’ ye, she'll be Pine. She'll
either recall or one of the
mermaids'll Pind her ... . This Leyna's pull. Han't
AITE At got her, han't got none. Ruby |
Mmight an't want be Pound.
Only lookin cavse-- 4

¢ Canlget alittle 1§
help here?

Thanks Por
bringing her
- back.

Come visit
sometinme. You're even
cuber with a tail.

Are we
still on
course? You
didn't decide to
Lurn around,
did you#

Now I suppose I
have to Pigure out
some Presh clothes.

Let me
help wou with
that. I have
some ideas.

You're
dedicated, I give
you that. But wou're
going to have a hard
Lime making
[andpPall ...

The tail's supposed to go
away in @ moment, now that
I'm out of the water.

... O, but T still
don't wear pants.




(8L 4
A FEW HOURS LATER, AS PEOPHELIED ...

Well, there %
_ Wovare.

|'II|| |"’I. ____——_

i II|l ‘-____- -,
[/ Friendiy-looking
l' _ place.

= " o ﬂ ¥ J
gl
T g *‘

their lookouts see s
| we'llbein a spot ... the|
L Stormcrow'sthree  /
Limes our size ...

. _‘_‘::1 —
...r"*.--r ’ ¥ = HUh-
You'll have to take o ; SEormerow’s ouk
a dinghy. Hope ye o BN somewhere and not a
khow how to Mrow. : o lookout to be seen ... You
Might be catching some
good l0¢k here, but be
on yer--

( An, shit. )

Cmere, skel,
got push!

See, thisis
A like bo stay
Repel boarders/! in the ops room.
Arm yourselves! =

I ¢can't Pight
worth a damn with
MY Pists. I'M sure not
L ; ' going to try it with a
OO 5;'."5-"',!3', How! '. sword ...

Han't care
what got,
jagger, gon
tack you
bling!

Can all just
rightup haol
Wour ePPn--




OH. HUH.

S0 YOUE IPEA 15
WHOEVEE PULLEP THE
LEVER PIPN'T KNOW
WHAT WAS GOING TO
HAFFEN? OF PO YOU
THINKE THERE'S TWNO
PEOPLE INIT?

MOSTLY
THE FIRST ONE,
THOUGH I SUPFOSE
THEFE'S NO FEASON IT
COULPN'T BE THE OTHEE.
CAN YOU THINK OF ANY
CANDIPATEST

I APPRECIATE
YOUR HELP. IF T HAVE TO
ASK ANY MORE QUESTIONS,
1/LL TRY TO FIND YOU
BACKSTAGE INSTEAD OF
BARGING IN ON YOU ...

(

il

i

i

i

b U

|

T CAN'T KEEP ,ﬁ
THEM ALL MINDLESS Bl : y
FOR VERY LONG. - 1 ax)
THERE ARE TOO MANY. : - \
. ) @ L] | ‘IJI: .
VR \ A ... Nadine,
* X\ | - =~ I d-ﬂn‘f:éh
s ' <3 recognize these
yﬂuiﬂe i "' 1'1 " \gf :‘ - _- - o "'I - two. And tlh'.q'}j
Tl ' - : . L don't look like
£OING TO NE€D AT % crew. g
TO FIGURE OUT Ao o= - -
STORAGE OPTIONS. - ﬂ :
QUIKLY. . :
1
\ L .’ Not to worry.
- That's why we have
: the cages.
HOW SHOULD
T KNOW? MAYBE G
THEY WERE ) 15/

PASSENGERS.

I want to do
something special with
Amelia here, but I
haven't quite Pigured
oLt what yet.

THERE
WERE THREE,
ACTUALLY,

Put the two other
passengers in a cell. They
don't: [ook dangerous.

That leaves Wou all
six cages Por Amelia
and her lot.

Those elves are

daripping with magic. We
need to bake care of her
before she can cavse
trouble.

Al right, she's the
First priority.

YOU'RE
S5ERIOUS.

Have the crew
bring her along. I'll
: take her into the display
Y e, hall myself, but I'd
oF ot S rather not carry her
. . ; all the way.

‘Tl




==00f--
I should have let them carry
Wou all the way in ...

Now, whatr would s0ik
Wou best? ['ve never had & / I don't know why I'm

an elP before. telling you any of this, it's
not; like You ¢an absorb ib.

: I suppose it's becavse I don't
ﬁtar'tvi;e;;upg:g a1 ' —— \ s get to show oPF my pieces to

Al anyone very often.
haﬁéﬁ’f‘ﬁ‘fﬁéﬁ:ﬁ? Eﬂhg . — This is Cap'n Tarrant of the
enough crew. ‘ / \ Nightingale. She'd hate the pose,

But then I ¥ and she never sailed like that.
50 then I began decided I should branch : :
making all my pretty light out a little. Artistic ’ I think she turned ovt well.

Fixtures. I thought they expression, You know? I
. Might as well be useful. heeded an outlet.

4 L

#

You've got pretty hair ...
that's how I know you're not a pirate,
Wou'll never see one of Ls with long
hair. Gets cavght in things.

I think we
shovld use that,
MMM, What a | don't you?
hice body ...
let me try to get
those nipples to
perk Up a bit, it

Mmakes @ Much Maybe even add to
better look ... N it. A waterPall of hair.
Yes. I think that would
look very nice. ~

And of course
we want to give
You a more
pleasant Pacial

xpr ion. .
expression Let's see now ...

What do you
remembenr?

None. A
i Was Pightin. Then
Jexs here. Some From

Jex, wake up. behind ...7

A woman with ...
well, it looked like an
octopus head. Kind of. I
saw her get wou. I covldn’t
reach Wou in time. Then bwo
of those zombies or
whatever they were
held me down. We have to
assume they got all
of vs, I think.

The hard way? No.
With this device? Yes.

Oh, good,
the lock's not
Pinessed.

Ch ... well,
there's bwo ways
You ¢an go. You can ;
ManiPest something that i

looks like a lock bub
doesn't act like it. No
actual parts. You open

it by changing the

maniPestation.

You know.
Magic.

Or You ¢an \
make a lock like this §
one, With moving parts,

that takes an actual
key. Which means I Yes, and I

can pick it. never know when I'm
going to need one. I
haven't used bthis
one in ages.

Ruby would just will
You can pick locks? it open, but I can't do
that kind of thing.




Whoever did these has got a
dePinite sense of design ... not
hecessarily good, thoogh ...

I'M not: sure why, but I Peel like
there's something unhealthy
abovt them ...

Full of statues
With Gheir Gits oob.

" . _
Iﬂéﬂygﬂ . 80 I guess
- I allof these
statues are

people?

And it looks like
she's been doing bhis For a
while. No wonder the other
pirates don't want to go
near her ...

ooh. Yeah.
Too much like her.

That would ...
explain a Pew
things.

“Need get her
loose ...

I don't Do You think iP we
iPwW manage to disrupt her,
e
good at breaking
efPects ...

HRRRAAH/

This is not going
ko go well ...

I only know cne
person who's into that
kind of look ... You've
changed your head, but
not your body ...

i
y

Are you ...
Aren't you Nadine?
From Xenomorph?

gl
-
e
—

N
-
PI.
|
3

LEONS—TIME BEADERS: DON'T FEEL BAD IF YoU DON'T BEMEMBER NADINE.

SHE WAS ONLY SEEN ONCE WAY BACK IN ISSUE #1282, AND NOT FOR LLONG.



I still haven't decided
what I want to do with Hou
... but: that's all right.. I've got
bime; Wou were going to be
l[ast anyway.

That way
Wou get to v
watch.

ﬁ'}"‘-'—-
Er b M-r-:-: =

The musclehead here is
going to take some thought as
well. I definitely want
something special Por her.

Porwanrd to this Por a Actually, I Peel like I should do
long time, Amelia. I'm ] ﬁmebhing special Por all of wou. I'm
tingling with a1 tired of my usval designs. You
anticipation. . deserve something better.

Ah, good.
Bron the bone-brained bos'n.

Couldn't start without her. , ,
I've been looking

BY the by, Amelia, I'm
very disappointed in you Por
letting @ man join Hour crew.

You'd never have done that
when I was with you.

Now, I think it's
important we get
these bits down here
exactiy right.

And I think you
should look like you're
enjoving it. Probably much
more than you ever
actually did.

And this skinny
little pale thing ... she
MUst be his, Wes? I know
she's not Yours. You can't
convince me Wou've sunk

that Far. My Pirst explicit work/
I think I've outdone myself here.
What do you think, Amelia?

He looks like the type
HMM. who believes a big dick
... L bhink they deserve substitutes Por skill.
each other.

Now, we need to be
very careful how we
arrange this pose ...

Oh, that was Gon
enjovable. Makes me need Cres.
want to ... ah, but I Han't got
Porget, we don't do hough juice

that anymore. just us.

Such @
shame.

Jex, wait ...
Wou can't let her Louch
Wou. That's how she does
Han't do data the transPormations.

way, Leyna.

Magic.
@Got do magic.

Itold V&= You can't
you, I don't W 3 actually Pight

think I can 9 her. It's too
: big a risk.

80 this one's = }
Wours, then? I know . an
ou don't sleep with '
ron. Mawbe wou and Eé} %”ff ?g’ﬁclﬂf'
Bron share her? No, no, Well, some
You don't share. g

Not My bhing.
You know that.

IP wou've had
spccess at it Huh.
bePore, then you K.
Gob scrape it Pree Cres. Do some else
oPR, get: - Lhen. You Pix
under. Cres.,
I think we'll put her o
with Bron anyway. But we

Change on
top. Like paint.

heed to do it right. Did you

know Bron broke My nose, the

day you had her throw me

But that doesn't
make any sense!The data

doesn't work like that ... the

old identity isn't--

Nope. Got pull skel.
Throw better than you.

OFP the ship?

#UEX MANASED T2 PAETIALLY UNDO A TRANSFORMATION IN #32.

It's gotten me 50
worked vp, I aimost--

You look really kot like
this, Wou know.
And you vsed to like it rough.
Is that still true?

harhph!
Mrhsgh Prsghl!

What would you do iP I
put MY hand inside You
right now, eh? ~~Sigh--

4 It's too [ate Por any of
that anyway. I wouldn't
Puck wou if you
begged.

"}%& 2 _4'_'_7-‘# L Though I'd love
e L ﬂ_,_i-".ﬁh 8 it if you did.
e Ead -:': -‘.-'J.'#"":

Oh, yes!
--hahahaha--
Push her Pace into your cont Forever.
Make her like it.

MMMA, god ...




Han't got all! - ' "
Got loose. : M&':‘;ﬂ
HoU shiti!

@on see
what slide
can make
HOW.

- I
Nadine! know this

Get: her ass!! SN 1} place a ot

betber than
Hou do!

oK, 80,
I'm not even
sure how to

start ...

... Nadine?

2 Ruby would
Never there when o probably tell me to
You nheed her. reach out My mind, bob
’ I've never understood
Fine. Fine. what people mean when

I'll catch wou myselp! they say that ...

IP I ask You where we are or B ... 50 Yo bhink &l of these
how I got like this, are you just \  statues are people?
going to say "it's a long story"?

Hang on, Cap'n, I'll
have wou out of all
that in a jiffy.

It seems like 8
reasonable theory.
.. I can't believe I just

sdid that.

Uh ... very Some of them
possibly.” May have been
= statues Por quite a
while. 5o long they'll be
hard to revert.

But I'll try Lo catch J .
Wou Lp in @ hurry. —.- : Let's deal with the
8 Melancholy Polks Pirst.

I realized she
was trying to
distract me when I
Pound ouvt My crew was
Whereis gone! I don't know how
farmina? wou did it, but--

Is she one of
these obher
statues?

I'M going to
kil her. There's no way
: Wou're going to win
here. You dereadlize
that, don't Wou?

We might ¢ _
need to draw Nadine!
straws Pop : — Just in Gime.
bhat. Suck their brains out. I want
Before any Y = 50 libtle lePt of them in there
of that we have to o - they'll have trouble Piguring
Figure oLt how to get out how to drool.
her. We can't touch her.
Literally. We need tio
corner her 5o that I
Cres can-- <> you won't get
a chance!

Get away Prom me,
traitor!

' You're not going
Have you -1 to trap me! I can

lost e . outwait you! I'll Pind each

Mind#: : of Wou one at a time! You
can't stop mell




IT!S ALL OVER BUT THE SHOUTING.

Is there
someone else

She didn't "
change herseif, w gﬂgj}'}”"w

did she?

Damn it, woman,
Wou've been
holding out!

Never told me you
were a witch ...

T LAME TO THE

I'mnot 8
witich, Amelia.

I'm a pirate.

YARDPS BECAUSE NONE OF WY
OLD CROWD WOULD HAVE
ANYTHING TO PO WITH ME.

CR>  Now that they've got
a their brains back, the best
S thing For them all is to recall
and relpad a Porm.

Some of

them have been

statues long encugh

that they don't

remember how, ~~ Aye. Cap'n Tarrant
though. /  over there can't

remember her name.
Always did wonder what:
became of the

Ui, Oan we Nightingale ...

get them all to
port Por help? Can
the Melancholy

hold them allZ - Melanchol's

SUnk.

No worries. I'm
stealing the stormerow.
Rose won't be vsing it. It

¢an Pit everybody and

1 was thinking maybe
I should stay this way. I
like Ghe look.

It's not bad
... but not an
improvesment

either,
Wknow?

I suppose the
novelty would
wear off pretty
Fast ...

B

THEY THINK T'M ...

MEAN, SHE PIDN'T SLEEP
WITH ME, BUT SHE PIPN'T
THROW ME OUT EITHER.

T KNEW

SHE WASN'T POING

T'M SURE
CRAZY FOR

WANTING TC KEEP

YOU THINK I'M

bhen some.

2o that's everything
sorted, then?

Pecple should
always get: to be what

they want to be. As long

as it's not hurting
anybody.

MIZE THINGS, BUT 1T WASN'T
LIKE ANYBODY LARED, 50 Bl&
PEAL. UNTIL LEYNA SHOWEDP UP
AND RELCOGNIZED ME ...
THAT REALLY, UH ...

Pid you
learn your way
around a ship
Wwhen You were

LOOKING LIKE THIS,
BUT-~

with Rose?

Oh, i that v . | . A
how that's . . 3
supposed to
work?
Good to know.

I'd never
Lhink that.

Crew with me.

I'm about to be

short one ... 1
assume.

o
b §
o R

We don't care
what you look like, as
long as Wou know
what's what.

I get it.
¢ It's wou. Even if
o | other people don't
think it's pretty,
it's you.

» 1‘.' '!1-.'-\.

. T ... \1}
gﬂaﬁﬁﬁau. )j
. e

What was that

¢rack about? “That ¢crack" was becavse you

say everybody should be allowed to be
what they want, but apparently that
means everwbody but me.

And how could Wou just
stand by and not say anything?
IP you'd spoken Lp in Piertown we
could have saved this whole
Mmiseraple trip!

What would you have
done if I'd decided I never
wanted to come back? What if I
don't want to be Ruby? What if
' I don't want to be
anything?

You didn't enjoy any of
it That's a shame. I was
really hoping Wou had.

What the Pock
makes you bhink you
get a sayz

Where do you get off,
hot only coming to Pind
somebody who ¢learly doesn't
want to be Pound, but
dragging Jex and Cres
into it?

Interesting how
Wou insist on @ quest
nobody else wants you tio go
on, and yet you're determined
to hate it the whole way.
Martyrdom isn't a good
look, Leyna.

I didn't tell you to
come Find me, and if wou

Do you have any

think it was some kind of qutsy
then you're either very
Misguided or you've got a lot
oF nerve, or both.

idea how angry I was when
You showed up in the inn? Do
Wou khow how close I am right
nhow to never speaking to
Hou again®




.. I need you.

I didn't want to come Pind
Wou; I knew perfectly well You
digdn't want to be Pound. But I

didn't have a choice.

But Wou can, Leyna.
You absolutely can.

Look, the main
reason I didn't let on is
that I wanted to see if you
could get out of the mess you
got into without me.
And you did.

I Preed the crew, bub that
was just to get them out of the
way, and they were never the real

problem anuhow.

And I Pinished ofP Damask Rose, but
at that point it was just a time saver.
You'd already gotiten her. It was over.

The wWork we do is
Even if she didn't admit it.

important.
You do still think it's
important, I hope?

OF course your work is
important, Leyna ... but it's your work.
It isn't always going to be my work. I
keep trying tio tell you that. You've gob
to be able to do it by yourselp.

I can't do it
without Wou.

Now, I have someone I owe an
apology, and I want to catich her
before she leaves.

I'll see you back in serenity.
Eventually.

hi- ;

¥ Aw, love, [ don't care

about that. I'm just sad
Wou're going.

I didn't tell you
becavse that was
kind of the point.

Everybody's
aboard. We're
about to hoist.

I didn't want 6o
be Ruby. For you, or
Por anybody else.

s Come back

{ and sail with vs
aaam sometime,
A\ T would e?

I'd better not.

I liked that wou
liked Carmina. IP I'd
told wou I was Buby, I'd
have been wondering iP it
was Carmina or Buby &
Wou liked ...

Absolutely.
When I can.

Avelia ... I'm
sorry I didn't
tell wou.

IPI can.

— =
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EPILOGUE.
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=::‘_‘- B Why, that Nl
"-qs-{ appeadrs to be a =
B ‘x prg Ehu .

It cerbainly YRE G
does, Tri. & ?
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) HPH piggy piggy ..
are you huﬁqr'u—
a}.\

".""

You know, I
: think there is
= something unusoal
w  dbout bhlS pig,

Well, have no Pear. You can i
travel with vs! We've got a
T place Por Wou. Right, Rhi?
Now "N
: how on O
[ earth did you
| get like bhat?
Who put that
\  Mask on Yyou?

/'_\ What's your
-

P Oh, most
_ dePinibely, Tri.

hame? _&
"'-:'; i

7 1 do believe wou
are right, Tri.




