IMAGES BY TRILBY

TORY AND

1
b

AT

MWDV INVNLy

48



rUBY'S F‘EES&.&ML SFﬁﬁE, SEEBENITY-

1: You seem kind of

" Dolknowyou? ™

= % 1 .

Pamiliar ...

w

«A SHOET HJH!L-E LATEE, IN THE OFS BOOM- 4

7 LFEIF"IE may not
remember me, but I M
sure she remembers

5aving me Prom Zombies in
the weird place, and my
deciding to join the
balloon people.

I just wanted
someplace where :
hothing else would try to
hurt me or Zombify me or
B.  whatever, and it
> N seemed peaceful.

—— e

&

/" Plock vp close a while
back -- actually, you ran
\ into vs. I don't Bhink any J

N, OF You even noticed.

.r"-- -‘-‘-‘H‘H“
7~ Weraninto your  ~geem————_

;_' r Hey, wWait -- e
_:- #u.‘

“,;1 J uﬂ

m&
&F Iwaﬁh b 5ur~e
whether I'd ever come
out of it, but I guess wou did
what you went in there to do,
becavse I did. I woke up as
myself and wondered if the

Whole thing had been a

k-

i,
#15
But I realized it
/~ had all really happened
one day when I got
attacked by those "anomaly"
robots -- remember those? --
and I ballooned again.
Cauvght me totally by
surprise.

\

2 R . oo W
f:f'.,&j " And how do you ]a.\

Leyna i5 kind of
the designated

No, I don't
bhink we've met.
My name's
Millie.

I'm, Uh,
actoally I'm
[ooking Por Leyna.
But I don’t know
where to Pind her,
and someone told
Me Wou'd know

: Hmph.
We re going to have
to have a talk
Loy, about that.

Leyna and I,
1 Mean.

APter that,

I'd balloon every
50 often with no
warning. And then I'd
have real trovble
getting back to
hormal.

It took me 3
long time to get
to where I could

control it.

.-""‘-.-._._._._-_-_-_-_‘_‘_‘-H"""--

rd “You just driPt around? Da b

" Wou have some kind of Plight: )
. plan? I mean, do you have any

'x.,‘ :dea where Wou're gumg z

-L.,_,____________.__._,_,_,.J-

I'

,-—- Mﬂﬂage bo ¢ross zones? That's

{' problem solver, and as |
\ Par as I'm concerned, ,
I'M not.

But half of A4
seems bo know
where I live, and Leyna
prefers that nobody
kNOWS Where she lives,
which isn't Pair, and I
Lhink she does it on
purpose to involve
Me in things.

|

None of that's
wour Pault, though.
You didn't know. Come
tell me a little about it,
and if it sounds OK to
me, I'll bake you to
Leyna.

.. swelling up ..
% fsmﬁ is really weird ..

LneomPortable part
doesn's last long,
don't worry.

The secret turned out
¥ t.o be not Pighting it. Once

I admitted how much I
o fikedit, it was easy.

&’ Then I thought:
Well, iP I enjoy it,
maube other people
would like it too?

#3‘1“
f" ea I started teaching
* obher peapre who seemed
like thew'd be into it. There
are nine of us now. I haven't
taught any more Por a while.
e don't actually come
down much these days.

. that shouldn't be possible. }’au’d ) o

[ have to Ply through interspace, and No,wedon't N~ Whenwe're up, we don't

e ¥ Tt took me @ While, and I had

S8 to Pocus really hard ... bub every tivne s

I tried, the same thing happened, s I | :

Pigure I was doing it right and that's ST
what it has to be. - :

There's a ship up
there. Like, it looks like a
ship but it's attached to a big
balloon. Every time I try bo Pind
the obhers, I end up Pollowing
that ship around.

| q i I think that
. & ship has gob the A
e Others. Not only that,
?""‘ R T_T“_‘ bhink it's vsing them. I

don't know Aow, but

_.Ehb-_"_—-—

What do you
mean, "using”
them? Using them
Por what:?

The ship can cross Zones! -
Like you said, that shouldn't happen,
right:Z But I know it does, becavse 1
¢an Pollow it across Zones ..

I think the others are on that ™,
ship, and I don't think they want to be.
I need to get them out of it! Or at

least Find ovt what's going on.

..-"'. E'_'-.

.

?f‘“nﬁi

.,

. problems ..

really ... we don't pay a lot of
attention. It's hard to. Your mind
.. ibworks ... /7 driPts just as much as your body does.
>~._ -~ | More. We didn't even know we were
\ ¢rossing zones unbil bhe Pirst time one SN
N\ 0P us came down and didn't know 4SS
‘* where they were.

_d

N\ there's block pem:samn V| -5t.e-='r" We just drift. ) y
And I don't know how [/

%ﬂ =iy :h::'r'

"-c-F-_" = "‘.
':j ¥ Another thing I don't J;.W’—/
TPy how we do ... we ¢can Pind each

other. I Mean, when we're Ploating.
d  Or mavbe we don't really Pind each
i\ obher, but we always end vp back
B\ togebher as a group soMehow.
t's really vseful, actvally!

That's what I need your ;
help with. I came down tio do == ’

soMe things Por a week or 50 ... |[e=
When [ went back up, I covldn't
Pind any of the others!

o

o A o W

T —

Well ..
Pon't take this the wmng Way, but e .
.. bhis doesn't really seem like
soMmething we cah -- Uh ... ﬂgatnﬂfiaguf

jurisdiction.
80 to speak.

IPit's moving between
Zones ib's not in anybody's
jurisdiction, i:-hr.wgh is lfa"

C'mon, Leyna, aren’t You curious
what that: ship is doing vp there?
Bet you it's nothing good.

Ok, but ... even if we
do want to look into it,
I'm not sure how.

|



I've never seen
him anywhere but
here, except when he
goes wherever it is S
he goes at night.

Either he's got. ™
the wind vp and
he's hiding, or he's
wandering the
Cobbles Por some
reason,

How are
You Peeling,
Treece? That
drug is quite
powerful, I'm
told.

... All right.
We're going back to
the oPPice. Maybe our
guest can help vs. J

still have some
brain left, I hope. I
heed to ask Wou a
guestion. Pon't worry,
it's very simple.

Come With me.
Oh, come now.
He depends on You.
You do all his work
For him.

It's safe to leave
her; she covldn't
escape From a paper
bag at this point.

We're going to need
everyone Por this.
I suppose it's
hot @ surprise he'd
be paranoid.

-~ Sigh --
Very well.
Thank you, Treece.

don't know ...
doesn't tell me shit ...

I'll look in on you
again in a Pew days
Lo see how much of

Wou is lePt.

T R S me F T
i ¢ (s L & = s il
.

balloons? &
R

F .

.. burn va into ‘“‘L

You're serious., }

J

®

L

Y Won't even
R Make Ghe bop
= / | Pive of weird

Y A\ things I've been [l
B turned into. 4
.!-l- — - - - 4 ra

You get into
that kind of
| Grovble a lot more

Ghan we

do.

N\

A

ok

TILEAR LN |

i

Which should mean —~_
that iP Millie sets some of L8

Up as balloons the same way,
and we rig Lp our own airship,
we should be able to cross

zones too ...

it
h !

Lty

... and becauvse we
seeM to driPt together, iP I
just concentrate alittleon |
Pinding them, they'll pull vs to
where they are. ;

'

Believe it or not, it's \
the only answer that

Wou need other
Makes any sense. balloons Por that

e -yt besides her?
o e
i~

/ Ok, bub Why do

I don't
Lhink I can

e
.

L/ We think this mystery

dirship must be vsing Millie's
Priends as its balloons. That's
the only idea that comes even
close Lo explaining why it can

\ Cross zones like they do. I1t's / .

\ ... Using their abilities. &

e, i [

I'll do it.

\_ Gounds like Pun.

/7 Youknow, I've NQ
(' spspected you had a *
kink this way ever

since that ... A8

"'--.,_1___ = -

> 4
?.

.r"‘_,,_/llf_-_‘_hh‘""

’ ~od ."; J= i
[ Well, never mind. S48

\"-‘1_\\___’—‘4‘_,//' : _+ = '!l
~  Idon't think I

(’ want to let you all Ply

oPP without some adult
N sppervision.

Ooh, Wou
heard her. She's
claiming to be the |
A\ adult. We got it on £~
N record. _ Yeah, yeah, I know,
asking For trouble.

B I'm serious, though.

=
L il g
i ] B

:I-l f'.'-l. -F
i 12 L 8

Well, I never intended to
be the oniycrew. I was
planning on asking Jex to come
and asking you to keep an eye
on serenity, but --

| IF YOU'RE SURIZUS WHAT &INA DIDN'T 84Y, &2
- LO2K FOE AN INCIDENT THAT TOOK FLACE IN #27-

= Sl

get big
enough.

IP that airship -- which g
Millie thinks is pretty large -- is Lsing
eight of them to stay aloPt, we don't think
we ¢an saPely run even a small ship with
Pewer than two balloons, and three
would be better.

'f i - = .

“ You're sureZIP N

something comes up, |
Wou might be -- <

Been quiet. Think
shovld be aright.

An't Plag so much, just
me, but can tiry.

IP goes bad slide,
tho, who to pull¥

Ash and Maire
would help out.

A Eut they're hard
Y to Pind, the way they
wander all over the
3 Cobbles ... come to think
B of it, Jex, have Wou

B cven met them?

Han't been
Cobbles none.

Huh.

We should look into that sometime. |0

You're not missing much.

.-"'F.F o
Millie's never carried
anything bePore, so we're

guessing, and we don't want

Lo guess wrong.

Ruby's volunteered as
second balloon.

We need a third. y

I can't; I have to crew. &

& »

£ N
o Naomi. You know how
| toreach her. It might

. take her @ while to S5
= % , Mespond, though. &8

e

E::|."'!"1|--. e, VO S




Bring them back to
base and get them

started. I'll be along

aPter I talk to Cunn.

I hate how
they don't make
any noise.

@uess Chorch
doesn't like

Let's see
how you do
with mine.

Those claws
aren't gonna do
MUCh, hohey.

Got a thick skin.

Far Prom it, I
assure Wou.

‘ Think about it.
The Boss isn't
interested in business
conditions in the
Cobbles. He just
wants his cub.

A coalition of
... concerned &
merchants ... could do
MUch more to make this a
better place to be than he's
ever tried to do. Though
admittedly he hasn't
tried much.

— T
A 3y

AndiPit'sa
/ better place to be,
[ then more people will
want to be here ... whfch}
\ Means more business |
A Porus, and more /
S Money. .~

- o

anybody to talk
but himselP.

- FhEM ==

Yeah, right up to
Wwhen he [p5es his shib
and tosses us all out

Oh OUP 3445,

He can't throw us aif out.
Not iP there are enough of
us. He wouldn't have
anything left to boss,

: Besides, I'm
Y planning to remove him
From the picture
entirely. I believe we
need new
management.

You think you
¢an take down

A 4

bhe Boss 2

Why not.Z
Honestily, he's kept his
power ohly by reputation,
hasn't he? Have you ever
seen any enforcement
From him obher than
Treece?

At any rate,
Por you at least,
it's not much of a

decision.

ign on with me
and keep operating ...
or don't, and I'll either
have to recruit you
inveluntarily -- as I've
just done with your &
crew -- ;

-- or I'll have to
take wou out of the
picture as well.

You ¢an have |
until bomorrow 6o
think about it. 4

I'd like 6o make a
counterofPer.




OP course, if it
embarrasses Wou, Wou
can leave them on --

I can do it Without You
heeding to do anything. Just go
along with it. It's only hard P
people panic and try to resist.

I'll be good.
Should I be wearing
something different? 8 : _ Urgh!
IF anybody in Is it supposed to
this bunch hasn't Peel ... Uh ...

already seen me

hode, it wasby &
' sheepr lUck. .:!F'
You want to '
start now?

("
Appreciate your k. \ ol
helping us rig ... I'M not L
Wl . | H ]:II i1l
| ! ]

sure how Lricky bhis is
going to be.

Probably shovldn's
be wearing anything.
The expansion will blow
— ' oLt Mour clothes unkil
Ehey rip, and that can
b be uncomPortable. |

, An't none.
L Yk to Py it?

~" Yeah. Right at
Pirst it: Peels like
Wou've got bad gas.

i
i

IP they're
ready to net

We're good.
Do your thing.

——
—
e

A

It'll get a lot better l

in @ second.

And we've got
bhese Pancy life vests
iF it doesn't.

00CC000!

oooh ... yeah, i see
what you mean ...

Trust me,
, ib's great. /

But I'm also
Peeling kinda
lightheadoOO &

aet the net!

You'll go Y
completely over in a
Pew seconds ...

She's alread
starting to lift.

I ¢can get her a lob
bigger, and I think we'll need
A\ to .. but we'd better get her |
> into the envelope First.

=

Rigging's
ready. We just
need to pull her _ | . N :
over there. w ! ) I sure hope she's
: , - enjoving it.

We're liPting! .
... and tilbing. % 1 needed to be at the
Should have done the Sl  pPront, remember? Don't
Middle one [ast ... worry. [ can get up Past. et
bhe rig ready. Once I'm up,
bhe ship will level off ...

Bub Jdex
heeds to be
avole 6o --

Oan recall.
Han't Puss, o

I guess we're ofF, then.




INTERLUDE

THE BONISOVA ESTATE, HIGHFPLINT, WHERBE BOTH 1. vh .
HOLLY AND HANNE AEE STAYING AS GUESTS --- i '

o e 2
THoUSH FOR VERY DIFFERENT BREASONS.- ! :ﬂﬂvﬁngf;ﬂhgigr?r:g 3 J,.u}

Well ... it was the hood wet. f/..-*
_ mostly to

S ; : intimidate people.

( It's amazing how \ Helps when Wou're

diPPerent You look :
\ Without the horns. £ being Srggggguard.

-ﬂ--

— 7 But Brendan
/ didn't even tell me &
Where he was going to e
hide, and he didn't say
When he'd be back ... I
% Might not have a job
el anymore. '\ Mot
supposed to lek
anyone but obher
' acolytes see my
Which might: be OK. I ace ...

Might be ready Por There are no other
something else, acolytes.

HMEHJ H'ﬂ'j b‘Ut e

And the boots.

When I Pirst saw Wou, I
wasn't sure whether you'd |
actually given yourself

Corven's put
again; she's barely been
here Por daws. And Bonisova's W
once Wou get vsed to it men won't come near this wing. £
believe it or not ... and [ think they're scared of 4
thew're a lot easier to women,
take ofF.

- - Hey, are you going to
=" BUbL the shoes come in or what?

?" are really comPortable

Might: not: matter,
now. I may not have a
reason to go back to

that look.

I want to see wour
eves Por a change. |

© Yeadh, the sun's TSN
{ been warming it all day. ¥
Shame it's not deep ;

H, but What do =
don't tell : MMMA

Mother
Corven.

I can't just
dbandon her,
though. She's really
like 8 mother -- well,

What do hob 50 MUCh How,
Wou mean? but once --

e W r

e
— = e
- ™

,r"'f I Mmean, the
Orderis all I
have.

Well ... Prom
what you say about
Corven's mission, I think
there's a good chance she's
hot going to get what
she wants.

| That's not troe.
I mean, I'm not sure i
she can put the Order
back together after what
happened ... which leaves
you adrift ...

You have options.

= G009 ‘

o, - S

‘I

\
7 Ididn't
" realize this was
, going to be 0 ...
S boring.

ll':l:‘l |

A

W E S

i |II'I

e
A lot bigger than ™
us, Por supre.

"1_._‘_-_-___-_._._,_1-"

"I/.II N
[/ 1s that as big
[ as I think it is
, Prom here?

o~ o

7 How do we know she

o

was right: about that,
though? What iP she can't } |
. home in on them and we e
N, just driPt Porever? / : “‘&

-

|

——
B

/ TodowhatZIPI N\
./ trn bhem on, then
we'll be heading in
whatever way I steer B8
... inatead of /

. Whatever way she
H"x wants to drift. |

7 Well, she said we'd
drift to them. She didn' )
say it'd be fase. s

T

.
o

¢ Hang onto something. ' N
[: going to start the engines )
\ and we Might lurch a litlle.
M o
"-\“ -

1""'*--._._______._,_,_.---""'!-

N, bhem® £

r
~ 2
-
.o
e

=

-L'"'-‘

7 We've got "\

engines ... ")
can't we vse

!

.

" Those are only
there Por
emergencies.

No activity on
deck at all?

... No, waib.
One person.

And they've seen vs,

Be ready, I don't know what
theyw're going to do.

~~ 1agree this isn't the most ™
[" exciting thing... I'd hoped that
¢rossing zones wouldbe )

K“ interesting, but not 50 Mw:h-_#,,--"'

""1..“_1‘-‘-‘-‘-

"""‘—-—-—._.___._...," ";""'_ ~
"'-. "".
A
Y
""'-.1"-.,
Hﬂ_._,———._‘_‘_‘-‘-‘- '
- T W

/~ Wechanged “\\\
/ Zones? How can
Wou tellZ I thought \
You said you couldn’t
get location data /
. Uphere.. /A
: A

L"“'-.- R

w ; -
> / B/ Right.But we \
passed through )
_interspace, sowe |

\_  MUst have,

— — .
L

We passed ™ I

through
interspace?

You didn’t
notice the ten
minutes where it gob
really dark?

That must have
been while I had
dozed ofP.



Gina, use
bhe cannons!

Leyna, we're
Lilking!

They're gafn? Por

the balloons! I can't
get: out of the way
Past enough!

We're
,I —  going down

| and we need
| 60 get clear!

You have to!
The cannon's not
doing shit!

The vests work/ ;
I've used them before! £

: We don't normally
accept drop-in visitors.

But we'll give
the two of you a
tour anyway.

LRl 12 (EELT LY

That didn't go too well, huh?
Ship's gore ... Leuna and Gina are on
board the other ship and probably
captive ... ou and I got knocked ouvt of
balloon mode ... and Millie Ploated off
withovt even noticing.

B

RubyY ...
how are Wou Y Right now I
_ doingthis? 4 have to Pocus on
. getting us both
down to Wherever

ib is we are.

HAMM ...
Looks like the
Cobbles.

Oh, great.

... That's a long
story. I'll have to
tell wou later.

There are

i\l Wworse places,

o

ESFEEBANZA HAS T& WAIT T WOU cAN BEAD
BUBY'S EXPLANATION ABOUT IT TE LEYNA, IN #42.




I Peel safer
with it on.

Especially in
this Zone.

WHvaaa!

over the
edge.

You bounce back
Prom things a lot
Faster than I do.

¥ Don't bother

chasing her.

Move it, Lee! : /

Well, we may
not be here more
than a Pew
minutes.

We need to
regroup and
Figure out how to
get back to Gina
and Leyna.
I'm just not
sure Where to
regroup to.

Should we
have staved up
there and tried

to board?

Couldn't. They
were already too Par
away. I'd never have

caught up.

" You don't wan
do that ...

1 F

ASH AND MAIBE, UNZFFICIAL
SUARDIANS £F THE
COBBLES DOWNTESDDEN.

"I T

: There were a bunch of <
L~ people puti in @ coma. Treece was
\ brying to solve it. She decided a Pew
&q\ days back that it was all Church --

S e, . gebting rid of anvbody who wouldn't go
uhphfhéfa?-fﬁ%ﬁ ;;gta-*e B 3iong Wibh hi Grijing to copner
Too many to ¢lean out, and | T~y “"-xﬂf algo arug business.
they run oPP as soonas ; LEEY  BRSS '""3:.__—*5
they're losing. _~ oL N Wethink N
: | this is Church
R et oy takingitupa |
D B s Yoah, mine Nall | nobch. Or Pive.
= Wouldn't s Ust slipped He's going Por ,-"'II
matter P you got § looseand b\ everybhing. /
her. They don't talk Ja havled. ARSI <
and don't R .,
cooperate. ﬂﬂu ;ﬂ% P s
WP They've got ‘=
some kind of drug on
their claws. They acratch :
You and Hou're useless 4 ; i
For hours. -

don't: tell me
Treece is just
letting that
happen ...

We can't Sing
Treece. We've been Y|
looking Por her since J
Lhis morning.

b Wi
T

Any idea who's
behind it2

We're going to Pix
We think it's

, probably Church. want your help.

STAETS IN #2279 AND HAS CONTINUED
IN SEVERAL ISSUES SINCE THEN-

b o Al AES. o d

" We shovld \0

probably just

go back to --
e

Wateh it,
dasshole!

15

b to

bhis shit. I'm going to |
TREEZE'S £oMA INVESTISATION ,-

We're almost

him, Ade! }
clear-- _v"

e
Wil L

!

J B |
)
g Jou and your
& Friends need to
do something
about those
Violent
tendencies.

We can't/We've got
to get back to that
ship before--

We don't even
know howto get
back to it.

Either they're
Fine and they'll '
leave on their owh, or
they're in something
that won't get any
worse iP we take a
while. I mean, I
don't think so.

I'm more
worried about Treece
right now. she doesn’t
vsvally get in over
her head.
This seems a ot
more urgent.




P They may not talk, but
they can hear. And they don’ f;
5eem to recall -- they run
instead. I guarantee you I ¢an
convince one of them to take
us to their leader.

Might: have to
carry them there
after I'm done with

y them though.

You could
break every bone
in their body and
they still wouldn't
help Wou.

Whatever
Church does to
their brains, he

does it
Ghoroughly.

All we can do
i5 keep them
From carruing
people ofF to make
more of them. And
we're losing at
bhat.

I represent a
group of ...
merchants ... who
aren't interested in
letting Church take
over the Cobbles.

Ah. The
competition.
Get Pucked.
I'm not here to
take sides.

He's very
careful. The only way
we've come Up with to
trap him is to beat him
to what he's
searching Por.

I bet I
know where to
Find &f--
the Boss.

The Boss.

& We Pigure Church knows that no
matter what he dL-E'E‘. he still has to
worry about the Boss shutbing him
down. Unless he getﬁ bo the
Boss Pirst. Only catich is
none of You can
come with me. I'll
have to get him by

We also think Church myselP,

can't: Bind him. Building an
army's just a bonus Por him; what
they're really doing is combing the
Cobbles looking For the Boss.
We're pretty sure.

That sovnds like
there's about to
be a catch.

We're not,
though.

Then what are Wou
doing here? Seems to me
like Wou already have.

Esperanza
and I got atbacked
without provocation and
that pisses me off. Treece
might be in trouble and that
pisses me off too. That's it.
You pissant crimelords, T
don't give a shit
abouk.

Fight: until wou
all destroy eac h obher.
No big loss. You're all
Lhe same.

Oh, no. )

Now who's
that 7 And
where'd they ey
come Promz

We've got to
stop them bePore

they mess us vp! Or at

least grab one From
them --

We're trying to

keep the Cobbles the way it
i5. Church is trying to make it
something you'll like even less

than you do now. _—

You can't just -- |

just talking
I'm an intruder. 2

Completely unavthorized. You
had nothing to do with it. 4

I ¢an bie you to a

chair to make the point, iF
B Wou think that'll help.

You all Pigure out
how You're going to

set it up once I do.

I'm going to have to
Move, damn you.

I haven't told
anybody where ou live,
Clayton. I'm not inberested in
exposing you. I don't want to
have anything to do with you.
I'm only here becavse I

have to be.

Church is
goverrunning the

Cobbles with this army
of weird-ass women with
claws. They're converting

A Mmore. He's trying to
I take over the whole 4
place. 2

He's looking
Por you.

I khow that
too. Why do you
think I'm here?

In a couple of
days, agber it all shakes
out, I'll Fi [ nd we'l ;
2 Ilha:.t]j;%ﬂ_d e And you think
that's as Par as

it goes?

BUBY LEARNED THAT "THE BOSS" WAS CLAYTON
BARKEE, AND FOUND LT WHEEE HE LIVES, IN #4E2-

'\~

don't get in the waw
of business. As long as I get
Ml MYy cut, I don't careif Church
\ bakes over. That's the Pree
market in action.

/ Not: a very Pree
market.

Anyway, you're not

going to get your
_ cut. He wants
. Hour job.

-~ Yeah, well,
he's not getting
{ that. IF he thinks so,
he's got @ surprise
L coming. I'll have Treece
break him into
2 pieces.

Treece is
Mmissing, Clayton.
We think he got her
Firat. step one.

Y He'sgot more OW
DE"'PIE every second, O
arld then've all had their
i Minds messed with .. Ay
A ~.~ they'll do anything he g
e, tells them Go r:iu 2

You're not
walking away Prom
this. IF you think so,
Wou're deluded.

Which I'd

That's
sawing a lot.

Were you

believe, but ...

Had their minds
messed With?

MIND EONTBOL 1S THE ONE
THING CLAYTEN DOESN'T
TOLEBATE. BUBY KNOWS
THIS, BUT CAN'T TELL HIA
SHE KNOWS, BECAUSE

WAS TELD IN EONFID

8Y TEEECE.

What's the
point?

And if you're
pissed ofF at these things
attacking Wou, then wou need
to help us get Church, becavse
that's the only way to
stop them.

dan't corner him
yourselP, huh?

Big time.
We need to deal
Witk him.

Why do you

care? You don't

like me or the
Cobbles ...

¥ Maybel
think there are
worse things
. bhan you.

Take advantage of
that while you can.




= —

7~ Church, what Ny
| exactly do You think |

Boss, Wknow ... this Wou're doing? /¢

gould be a setup.

Pon's 2all me
"boss," Cort.

LaPPer
Lhinks not.
LaPPer?

Making the
Cobbles a betber
place. UnPortunately, I
bhink Wou stand in the
way of that.

Good of wou to
arrange this

meeting. I was

having trouble

Well, here's the locating You.
bhing: The woman in black
and her muscle squad are

hell and gone From here right
now, Pighting some of the
kayos on the other side of
the Cobbles. And We know
where Treece is.

S0 iF he's gonna pull
something, who's he got?

I'll try not to
make bhis too
rough.

Ok, here
we go.

o, and try not.
to hit any
Priendlies.

Hm.
I shovld have
redlized.

Clever, tio keep 05
Prom ever seeing more
than one at a time.

However, I have
reinfPorcements too.

o

Huh.
Where'd he go?

This must be
where he converts
people ... I need to get
bhem out of this, but I
need to catich him Pirst

Now I've got
Wou, You
chickenshit.



only one
obher way

I Pigured their
costUMes were an
algo apply, but this
4 [ooks like he's trying to
w doold-Pashioned
mental conditioning.

No, he
can't be ... bhat'd
take weeks, months.
Ash said he's making Mavbe it's 3
them a lot Paster Y little of both?
than that.

Now what the
hell's this?

You ¢an run,
Church, but wou
can't hide.

Hold still!

IV straight into
Wour neck ... that
asshole ...

Yeah, Treece, it's S0
me. I bhink you'll be OK ...\
but we need to get you
somewhere Wou can let
n bhis shit wear off.

. o

e —

INTERLUDE

SERENITY, EARBLIER THAT DAY, WHERBE A FASHION
SHOW IS TAKING PLACE IN THE PUBL.IC GAEBDENS --- < 9

... Lola is
wearing "Fiesta"

by Anna Benjamin. The

bodice and skirt are
/7 enbroidered black silk,
with black tafPeta
 Dnderskirts ...

o

i

You're vp next!
You should be in the
wings right now!
Kat, you're
" Ao aPter her -- iP you're
A, ready, stop blocking
pitich a Pit. trafPic back here. We're
tripping over each
obher as it is.

e,

And Carol!
You're not dressed
WetZ Come on!




.

Go on, kat. stop - Y
distracting Carol From
Finishing.

I-..i-.’.-é L] 4
e

That's a very
expensive dress, and
you're sitiking in dirt!

) I ||'.|| i
And where's Lula got : What s come over
to? she needs tio put on
her next oubPit!

... Next, Lee
is wearin
"Hollywood" by FJ. This
, Classic-cut satin cockbail
il dress s --
What on earthzf

L ]

A

-~
iy

Wh --
A Whath goin on?

S,

; f’ Whyth evbody |

f L laughn?

II"'!-.“" !!ﬁ\.__“__f .1"'\,..
T

iy _#"‘L -
- T'"J'- = 1—-—;1

What is going PRI S, ol | A - Stop it <
on ot here? SEISEEEEEREINE SIS T _ : : : 4top lavghing’ -
s A ST ~ It's not Funni! -

™

e,
b

) P ,‘“_h._ J'IF‘H‘JH‘-‘E_‘_‘L

Y ..-I""'-r:-._._ -‘-‘-“"‘1. - I'.-I
.I"; -
\ | Say "duommy”! |

", ; ..l"ll

e




2

i -~ ';-"'f
'n..-";z{,

Thew're not the most

wcoordinated waterPowl, but =

then, they're new at this ... <

they just hatched a Pew (_A_
minvtes ago. :

L
L

And now, Polks, we've got: 2 small
change tio the program ... let's have
some applavse Por Ditzy, Dopey, PaPfy, <7
and Dippy, our Plock of Pashionable
Peathered Priends ...

Hf“q,_‘_“-‘- %

g
,
.-'"" -"'"--._“_.r-"""-r LY
T:'_'_'_‘-—-_._____/- M h_'_._._._______.—-—?

\ : _
> Our ducklings are modelling the g 2
excibing new "downy” look, which comes 2 12
~. in one color, and they're accessorizing [

I.".l, A

=]
with bills and webbed Peet, to complete ™~ ,-E,__\_\
the ensemble ... r) Podnic Ginart 5
Wwhere slide.

{

B Evergba;;’l |

— wantstoget <
7 intothe act. >

.

|

» All rights, A
. % | B mavbe we can
% h, try For a bit more

b precision ... let's

|/ See iPwe can get
our ducks in a

POW. '
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Now Ehat's
entertainment -- A8

¥

J/J No! . B '_ _ gt Sy You just haven't
K}"cru'r*e hot doing it: right! o : : | * | given it a try/

-

"f"i':"‘: P

B
| -
S !

|

g
i?‘

R —

il R
pr L S
k

., |F'I-'-L.:.'

3 You're supposed to be
a dumb, dazed duck!

%

' S /Y
Wait a Pew

/' minutes! By the time
| your Peathers come in,

I'm sure you'll have
embraced the duck
liPestyle!

T

T

.-l"'

it's all Pun and \
games until |
someone gets |

(f'f You know, N
the bill. A

R




That's some Past
recovery! Keep that up and I
think Wou're going to be
Paster than Ruby!

e ,
t"f{'; 3 That's good, we
= really need that in /
o the team --
£ S
SR E : ' Well, I think it's
) S An't on team. transmitted and not an algoe

Might: none on
team ever.

apply, thank goodness. 4o we
just have to stiop what's
Mmaintaining the efPect.

Tack out
skelZ Make
recall?

_. Doin Por Priends.
= Han't work Por you.

oo I don't think it's her. ==

M wrf aﬁé%nhﬁi ﬁtht Her camera worked even on o
s Knew Hoo were out, her, and the ePPects are still RS
T iaht han't 2aid ves. going even though she's —
troublemakers. Might han't said yes \ cabght; Up in theM. ... S

Have you gob ;
something against me? £
S et
. ”} No ... just shovld

. Pix slide self more.
AR Your lock.

Jdex, I should be
able to Fix you in
just a second ...

Let's delete the
camera and see --

O How gon Pix rest?

¥ i —
: o) e = ==
o _.g.'l-"-"_"""lln-_ I ] r = il
il 0 JEX DOES NOT YET KNOW THAT MIDNIGHT [S SEEENE BAEKEE. SHE THINKES LEYNA AND THE JUMPEES
- - | WIEBK FORB MIDNIGHT, KEEPING CBDER. (IF you DIDN'T KNEW MIDNISHT WAS SEBENE, You D& Now!l)
= e & '

All Pixed.
Nothing lePt but some mild 2 | K ,
embarrassment. o | TE "y B Should get Polk
_ . F A : want job, then,
il N : T B : stead gob now.
-'—- 1 X ; 5 ety i

Fixed skel too. b
Hauled.

- | 1 Leyna does cavse
' wants to ... every else

> . siaae : only does cauvse Leyna
~~ Yes ... but that's all asks. en's good waw,

right. Getting rid of her
( without damage was more
,  important than actvally |
B getting her. y

& o
. e

\

e

-2 L

{--""'_ Gon do gain, \
\_ hext chance. ,

F |'| :
Probably ... which is why we h
need a Pull team at all bimes.
Too many like her. It takes
constant vigilance.

L
Lﬂ"

$

. I

ﬂ ,,t. e

" i .
- - r

i F
[ il Bl e S i L

i
L
rE .

I think he must have
gone out of ohe of those
attic windows. He could be You don't: look too
anywhere. concerned. |
I don't
All right, look. believe it.

L
appreciate
wour help.
oKz
- I've
. deleted all his
J data. IF he shows
his Pace again, I'll
kick him out.

He's getiting
soPt-hearted.

I still don't
think Wou belong
here, but this bime
I'm glad you
were.

COHK. The ones
who were still getting
their brains melted are
recovering on their own ...
- but: the ones he'd Pully
. converted are going to
heed help --

No.
He's scared.

B T don't know What 60
do about them. IP wou still Peel
like helping, maube ask your 1 —
team of genivses if they can do | a i?tggjbrflaﬁ'ﬁ:gmd
anything. That goes Por his ever get out of hand

other victims as well. like thab, and ha's nob
happy he didn't catich on
until it was almost
too [abe.

Not mu
problem. I'm

done here.
Seriousiy?

You stuck your
nose into this, you
clean it Up.

IF not, they're
going to stay like that,
becavse I've got

nothing. He's also realized
he has one line of
dePense, and while she's
damned good, she's not
invulnerable.

... DO Wou run this
Pucking Zone or not? And tell Treece to

come check with me as
500N as she gets herself

back together.

Where s

Treece, N I don’t know why [

anyway? it have to explain this
e - again: I don't give out

Al inPormation Por Pree.

76 < '
Jﬁ&(ﬁ R . s I'm trying tio
4 . :

ron @ business
here, Y'know?

hy

BN
T =
L ]
i

You've had a
rotten day,
asshole??

I don't know where ¢
she lives and she was in
ho condition to tell me. I

took her to Ms. Lee's, cee, the thing is, My

Priend tells me she didn't

acbually get to beat the shit
out of Wou last time You met,
and since Wwou're obviovsly a
person who badly needs it,
she regrets that missed
opportunity ...

I'll come back
[ater to chedk on her
and help you clean vp ...
but we have to go deal
with something else
Pirat.

Yeah, 'Banza
was explaining
that. I think you two
should go talk to

Lo-Rez. He's

an--—~
: Lo-Bez®

I had to threaten to

beat the shit out of
him once . ®

And I've had a
really rotten day and
I'm not in the mood, so

‘ You £an just--

Want to do it againZ "~ Al right, all right!

Sheesh.

* [N 833, IT WORKED.



\ The spooky twins
tipped you off, didn't they? I
thought maybe one of them
was listening.

501 gob
\ somebody to go in and
take a look around and

I gotba stop having
conversations out in

thp gtpeﬂt QH; '55'; I d’ﬂ'nltl .

know what they told
Wou about it ... it's like 8
little space ship or
something. Big sign:
FLIGHT CLUB.

There's
Mmore than one of
them. They're entrances
to a club, Weah, but we
don't know where the club
is. The entrance is just a
: portal. People portal in,
- and later, they
: ~ portal back.
& -

Even the people Who
go to the ¢lub -- and
they've been getting a lot
of business -- they can't
5ay. They don't have any
ided where they're
portaling to, see?

see if he could get a clue.

Sneak into the back of
house, Wou know?

Here's the weird

s

L saps
deck of

" part. He did that, and

he came out on the
some kind of big ship.

Except it was way the hell
Up in the air! He swears he

isn

w k
i
’

WE SAW A FLIGHT cLUB ENTRANCE IN

#45. IT CLLOSED UP AND FLEW OFF
WHEN THEY 5AW TEEELCE COMING-

Not sure I can
pull Ghis ofF.

't making this vp. And it was
Moving! He thinks the
whole club’s Plying
around. Or at least some
of it. It's bigger on

the inside.

SabisPied?

Lo-Rez, I'm not
only satisPied, I'm
gonna say that's
probably the most
helpPul you've ever

_been in your life,

Shit.
/' Don't tell anwbody I
( gave it away, then,
, huh? HelpPul vsvally
N, cosbs exbra.

i,

|'-I|' —

"f.l{*"'f Not @ word.

f But do these entrances alwaus
appear in bhe same places?

How can I Pind one?

S

Seems like they've got a 0
regular route. Thel haul oPP P 3
they get suspicious. There are a
couple of stops in the Cobbles.
I ¢an tell you some.

Bot iP you go, wou're
going to stand out, and
I'm Ghinking you might: nok

want that.

Why will we
stand ovt?

Everything I got
says almost all their
customers are men.

Step right vp!
No cover charge!
Absolutely risk Pree! 4

ol [

Even aPter I
volunteered to be
the guy?

And nobody ever
does. I don't keep male
staPP anymore. They
hever get business.

Uh-vh!
I've had enough
weird experiences
For one day.

Aw, it's not

that weird. You've
never done it Por a

scenario?

No.IPI had a
customer who wanted
a man, I sent them to

somebody else.

Word is, the only
WoMen seen going were with
gums ... couples, I guess,
looking For a thrill.

You could go that

way, and only one of

Wou'd have to Plip.

We're going in as a couple,
though ... and, no oPPense, but I'm
not sure I ¢an pretend to be ...

attracted to you that way.

Uh ... isn't this
where we were
earlier? The Pight?

Well, we're clearly going
to this club to spice up our
relationship, 0 maybe we

aren't doing so0 hot. Pretty sure.

I try not to be in the
Cobbles long enough to
know My way around.

Thanks.
Mal is the one
Who runs this

place?

I ¢an tell you're
new here, you're
staring. Are Wou here
together? That's great!
Enjoy yourselves! You can
sit down here as long as
You like. Prinks are on

He did say it the house!

was bigger on the
inside ...

ready to go
vpstairs, talk to Mal.
She's the woman
st.anding by the

Bukb there's
something sheaky going on
... iP all oP the internal blocks are
connected through the airship, and
that's moving ... this is Leyna's
territory, we need 6o -

Welcome!

stairway. she'll set; /

Wou up!

i
_

O, 50 Par we've

Ch, no!
That'd be Mr. Black.
You might: see him.
He's around here
SoMeEWhere,

got one who's manic, one
Who's scary, and one
Who's a robot.

I can't tell iP
bhew're being
controlled, or they're
just stoned out of
bheir minds.

Nia will be
down in just @
Moment.

Uh ... hi.
You're Mal?
We were told to
talk to you iP--

... 5ure,
That's Pine.

Reminds me of
something ... bUG I'm
ot placing it yet ...

IF it had

been me working
bhe desk, I wouldn't

have assumed we

wanted somebody

White.

They may
ot have
anubody who
ish't.

You're Ghinking
about Leyna.

IF they're
Porcing her to do bhis

kind of thing ... she, ah ...

doesn't have our
background.




Tell me aboub
those new
customers,

I'm waiting Por
Wou to bell me what
Wou'd like to do.

Thew're a
couple. I sent
them vp with Nia.
They looked Pine to
me. Is anuthing
wrong?

» Ican'treadanlIDPor %
Y either of them, which could
mean several things ... and the §
hat one is wearing is an
algorithmic ibem. I think it's
some kind of shield. &

I'd better keep an
eye on them. Let me
know if they do
anything unusuoal.
Yes, ma'am. Well, at least show

She's just : some enthusiasm.
standing there ...

It's got to be the ™
collar. It's the one thing
they're all wearing. Leave it adaued
on her and order her to help?
Or take it oPF and hope
she'll skill help?

You ...
-= URRR! -
... Might now#

She Might be
[ more likely to
| help if we don't
Make her do
iy somebhing she
Ok, thiat's . B ciar't really
dePinitely o Wwant to do ...
enthusiasm ...

I'm going to kil himl! IP you're gonna shoot,

shoot, don't talk.

g

ik

Lt I

Keep wour
voice down, or
Wou won't get a

chance to. £

Look, we're
going to wreck this
place, I promise ... buk
we need to Pind two
Priends of ours Pirst, | : ,
THEHId be new -- Juﬁt gab ,."I I'll deal with her.
here today. Can wov fou bwo go start
help us? - baking collars offP
o people. And look Por
@ina and Leyna.

I'm
serigus!
stop or I'l
shooti--

I'll deal with the
obhers in a while ... but
the old man's been
heglecting me lately,
and I need some Fun.

What:Z
I5 this the part where you .
oFPer to cooperate? 4RSS This is the part where I use
G RN o B T MY emergency backup plan.




L EI. iy

Ly

l'h.

I believe I've been able
Pinally meet your special _
request. I'm sorry it's taken 8

as long as it has.

7 That'sright, N\

o

~ pose Por me. '

-
o

S ,_.--_'_-

—
L I'|
b=

7~ ldon't TN

/ understand the ™
( Mmen of A4 sometimes. |
. Somanyofour |
EU‘EWME rs are ju 5E

.

i

- o

) l
.:"..'::E"}f:'|.'- ,“__.-ﬂ' o -
N Tknowthey
Y know they could give
themselves a body |\,
somebody'd actually
\ want to Puck. They just |
\ don't. I don't know /
b, whynot. A

) - . | " :
) ’
I think I want to
il you up. That'll be

/ b even betiter.

Pon't
kick Me
dgain/

IJHL Hﬂtl
going to lay a
hand on you.

Gonna show
Wou a trick,
though.

|

You most -
understand that even
our new skabf are rarely
shy or inexperienced. The
job attracts a
particular tupe.

But I have a new
arrival, only jeined us
today, whom I believe Pits
the bill perPectly.

I know Wou just
can't wait to put
that in me ...

,'|_.-'
A\

3 1,&
A
A\
N\

.r:"
(*"H Ahhhh!
No/

I just want you out of MY way
while I take this place apart.
This business is being shut down.
Including Mr. Black.

IF you're smart,

You'll recall out of here. IP
You're even smarter, you won't
try to come back. This just
became a place you don't
want to be.

That was Pun, though,
thanks. I don't get to do
that very often.

e

el Ko e T Y = Ty

Now, she /s
extremely new at this,
50 I'm going to ask you

to Gread lightly.

There you are! 1
thought You'd gotten
into trovble--

I did.
Juat Piniskhed with it.
What'd I miss?

»  You khow, the
problem with a
line-oP-sight ePPect: is
that it only works as

B long as you maintain &

line of sight.

2 e .

We haven't Pound
@ina or Leyna vet,
but: Nia's pulling oPP

collars right: and lePt,
she hds to Pind them
eventually.

In the
meantime, Mr.
Black's right around
the corner with a
customenr ...

%,

But I believe you'll
be satisPied.



e —

Let me know
if there are any
problems, of
gourse --

Hold on,
Leyna, I'm
coming!

Hey wourself. Touch
her and I'll knock your
ass into next week.

Get out.

We're closed.

RS E B
Torg 2 B
Whoare you? PO g ] P
Are You a customenr? ; f-f-:.ﬁ; § B I'm going
What do you think you're doing? ‘;:; i to tear your
Philomenals waly :3 i
o };j
k> -
{ ...- i..l-;
She's not available. W
.-d:"": 1 IH-, m'l'inl'ﬂ;-lllllr :
4he and I talked. I L Wy
told her I was shutting S
this whole Pucking place N -

down. I'd guess she's
gone by now.

Oh, well, since you
asked 50 nicely.

Get away Prom
Me, You maniac/

You'll still have to deal
with Ghem, though.

You told me it
Was a rare business
opportUnity!

Back oPP, you jackals!!

Jackais®
You promised me a
Management job!

i

¥

— \\ |

You can't
touch me! I made
soure of that! You don't
have any jurisdiction up
here! Nobody does! I don't
have a lecation!

Get away!
@et away’

Come on, Black,
there's nowhere For
Wou to go!

Cuts both waws, doesn't it:?
You're not anywhere, so nobody
has any right to stop me From
shubbing wour ass down! - :

You Ghink it's
that easy?

" Black, You idiot!
You're going to hit
/ YouP OWH Ship!




I think she's
not happy with
Wou, Black.

_— e
- -

.. -
| Who are you?

e
e,

It's
spreading
inside’

o)
- .

4 -
Y/ It's Ruby and \
| 'Ranza. We had

ko come in
| disguise. Glad
L Wou Pound sl 4
b y

'h_ ..‘_“_- .8

.

i

@ina, Leyna, get everybody
out. All the portals they can
open, recall, whatever, but

get them ovt.

Not until Wou & -
knocked his goggles ofP. gy, Y Millie, Ranza -- we've
Rick Thurmer. Ran a house in ' i got: bo cut all the
the Cobbles.* Just as shifty. "\ bailooners Pree. Fast.
Same tricks. Gob thrown i P
Oh, shit! out of the Cobbles Por it el

Thormer! too, I heard.

Where are
Wou going?

There's a top
canopy. I gotta get
rid of it or cutting
them loose of the o I'm OK!
envelopes won't be " Don't worry
enough. about me!

Canopy's ofP!
Are they loose?

We just

lost an e/
Eﬂgiﬂﬂ," F ¥

[
A *"'II "L"?_—.r

I guessed 2 Millie's cutting
Ghat! = bhe last one!

[

..- o .Mn ‘J.,_

You 6wo g%ﬂ clear!
Millie, recall if you can't
balloon Past enough! . e

-
L™
* s

... aaaand
Thurmer's gone.
OF course.

I'll get you
. sooner or later,
With the balloons g asshole.
gone, this ship is going I8 ]
to go down Past/

But now it's
Lime to be
somewhere else.




INTEERLUDE
Where are

THE YARDS. you, silly

|I creature?

A very attractive
residence, don't you
think, Rhi?

Well, it's not
one of mine.
They're all in Por
the night ...
Oh, Most
definitely, Tri.

Good evening.

My name is Tri.

That's Rhi over
there,

our beloved Filtbhy
spggested that we
come Find Hou.

Filthy needs a
companion, You see.
Someone who's at
her level, so to

We think you will
do nicely, isn't
. : that right, RhiT |
Bhi, why don't d
Wou have Filbhy
stand vp, 0 she
¢an see her.

MS. LEE'S

ESTABLISHMENT,

e B Y : " Well, I'mnota
e, W:Ebﬁ;:; E:grr'gh ; TR - resort. Nor @ hotel. /

. ! : But you've been a
It's nearly dawn! ' 5T good customer For
Far too late to make y . 4, Years. I'm sure we can
any arrangements For . " Y - L. work something ovt. £
bonight ... ' - ,

For various

" reasons, I don't have

@ saPe place to stay
right now.

7
/S 1was hoping I could
' impose upon Wour
hospitality. For a Pew
L days. Just until I Pigure
out what to do next.

You look like You've
had a really bad night.
sit down. I'll pour You a
drink. That'll steady
Wou a bit.

’ I've been
LA e searching Por other

options. You're my
[ast resort.

You know,

( you're not supposed
. Lo be here at this
. hour either.

T

better now?

gorry. I
wanted to come I
check on Treece, but . ‘
had a mess to clean Tknow ...

Ufﬂgﬁb"ﬁi?gft o iF you want bo be the one

to keep him on ice,
that's great ...

... but a lot of other
people want a crack at
him r-iqht now. What I mean is,
there's no reason he should be
Hour problem. You should
probably just hand him to

/" Would you like \ & _ B __ Clayton.

. z A
another? 4

Yet, somehow, I don't

get the Peeling that's what
Wou plan to do.

Let's sit down.
There are some things I think



Thing is, I know you
can keep secrets.

Parla told me You were very
carePul when you visibed Claybon's home
today, and Wou haven't bold anyone where he
lives, or that she showed Wou. I
appreciate that. 5o does she.

While you may not like
the way the Cobbles is run,
he's not: really a horreor. He's
hot @ good man, and he doesn't
know how to be, but as we've
seen today, it covld be a
. lob worse.

Po Wou remember Lucy?

Clawton's lover? sure. I guess
they were together Por years? But when
Melinda got into their heads, it wrecked their
relationship ... I have some of this only Prom
Leyna, but she thinks they couldn't trust
each obher anymore.

We were worried about her
aPter that ... she wasn't dealing with
it well. She helped vs get Melinda, and it
seemed like that steadied her, but we
never did get to check on her again. We

.. lost track of her in the Sprue.

=

What's she got to do
with anything?

You're protecting him,
aren't ou? You were OK
with Church until he went

after Clayton directly. 4

Well, I'm also protecting the
Cobbles, in @ way. I might: have had to
interPere with Church iP he got any
Purther in his plans. But my interference
would have been along the lines of
getting Clauton to do something. IF
Clayton is bnable ...

But, wes. I like Clayton. N
Despite everything. I don't want

anybhing bad to happen to him. i

I have to ask why.
- I mean, you are definitely seeing
something in him I'm not.

Well, you've Q|
Sy definitely made the
f,}{‘b!-,i- ¢ase that wou should be
e | the one to get this

And you are the only other
person in the world who knows
that, so don't tell a soul. .
Especially not Claybon. s o
1 | A
.t o

But now that
you've got him, what
are You going to do
with him?

F et — ——
APter Melinda I had to »
Pigure out what to do. I
couldn't just let myself drift, I'd
seen wWhere that ended vp. S0 1
l[anded here. I didn't come here
just to keep watich on Clawton,
but it's a nice benefit.

This is what I
actually look like, more o
less. "Luocy" was always a
Pake. It was me trying to be
what I thought certain people ' .
wanted. I don't do that : .
anymore. -

—

______'______...-

Oh, T'll do what I told him
I'd do -- I'll give him a safe
place to hide. Indefinitely.
But I think Clavwton did

actually love Lucy, to the
extent he was capable of
loving anybody ...

OP course, bo realiy
hide him, he'll need to change
his appearance. And as I said, I
don't run a hotel. He'll have to
earn his keep.

... and I actually
loved him. To the extent

that: anyone can. And i somebody
comes Por him, they

have a Pight with me.

That includes you.

PIET AND PASOLL'S PERSONAL SPACE, A LITTLE EARBLIER THAT NIGHT (BUT STILL QUITE LATE).

Aty vk, ke
OF all the

people, at all
the times ...

I've got nowhere else to
go. Nowhere saPe b

" 1 don't want to
know, Fil.

Yeah, : =
Weah, I khow, - I'm serions. MY liPe is "R WS
but I really TR better not knowing what NSRS SR

kind of trouble you've gobten RIS
inbo Ghis bime, Who YoU've SIS
pissed oPf, who you're AR R
rUnning PFrom. A

need wour 4
help. '

I mean, it's always gonna
be someboay, right? '

A
-_—
-
B -
_1 b =
B
'n |
=

'mon, Paolo, I'm
begging!

Piet Pound out
t.gdagl t-heg Boss is
layton Barker.
y 4

You and I are the only Pamily each
other has/We've got to help each other
out When we're in trovble!

I'd do it Por you, Wou know that!

A while back, bePore tihe
¥ Sprue, Clayton was making a
power grab and Piet rePused to
| play, so Clayton came along with
soMme Muscle and tried to beat
the shit out of both of vs.*

Piet's had an axe Por him bl S
ever since. He getis pissed ofP iP :
Wou even mention Clayton. Now it
turns out we've been living under

Clavton's roof Por years. And
paying him a cot!

I don't get into
the same kind of
trouble wou do.

I've never seen him this
mad. I don't know what he's
- Gigh -- going tio decide to do.
OHK, look, Wou've
got a point.

The problem is,
Wou picked a really
bad bime.

I don't even khow iP
we're going to be living in
the Cobbles tomarrow.



