) 4

STORY AND IMAGES sy TRILB

CENTUEY-




THE OFS B2oM, SEEENITY.

T i
- .;.__'_ »

Oh, You know
what? Threadbare
even saidthat was how
she was talking to me,
SRS, aPter she patched me.
I didn't make the
conneckion.

Ok, s0 that

, Lsing it Por all kinds of things in

... it's just radio!
Ancient tech. So ancient it didn't
even occur bo me, until I saw them

Spindrop.
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solves how the babubots
and brainbots were talking
to each other. Kind oP. How
does it ¢ross data

blocks?
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| SPINDROP: #y7

I think only iP
they have a physical
connection. It's a
signal. A broadecast

Anyway, one loose end
crossed ofP the list.

Speaking of that, do you have
any leftovers Prom that
Cobbles business I should
know about?
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|| BABYBOTS: W46 |
| BRAINBOTS: #43 |

e ST

I wasn't sure if you'd
want to come.

@Got keep Pla
Case You say
Jex, got pull' and

.-qu—'-"——"_L =

None Por vs. They'll be a while

recovering, I guess, but that's not our

problem. And since Clayton won't make it his

problem, either, it's probably mostiy
Treece's. I Peel bad Por her.
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Though I guess she S
did know wWhat she Was s

getting into.

i

Do we have to
worry about

> Against vs7 No.
Actvally, I'm on his good
list at least Por a little
while, especially since I'm
keeping his identity
secret Por him.

Yeah, about

Clawton holdin
any grodges?

that ... Church
really didn't know

Church knew what "the Boss"
looked like, had met him ... bob didn't
know who he really was. Almost nobody
does. There are some people who khew

Clayton Prom bePore the Sprue, and he hasn't @

changed his looks ... but those people
Mmostly haven't seen bhe Boss, so

they don't connect the dots. - <

That reminds me. -
Clawton can't Pix his problem ~

patients, and he's hoping we can. |

I've got a list.
I didn't make him any
promises.

Wwho he was?

A

Ok,

B We'll bring them vp

at the Meeting.

Where's the specia
guest star?

fn

han't catich crux.

We wouldn't

blindside Wou. IF we
needed Wou to help deal with
them, I'd make sure Wou
had the Pacts.

But since we

probably willneed

Wou, Wou might as
well stay vp to speed.
I don't think some of

this is going to go
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7 You didn't tell me N0
Sl Wou were taking an
apprentice. ATy

I hadn't had a
chance to.

very well.
Hew!
SoMe positivity,
please?

S,

" Gob want ask? j

Well,
bhere's a
hypothesis

about people

who've come to
Sleep as
adults ...

I put My name back
in Ghe list of active
instructors at the
college a while ago.
First time in years.,

She's what came
out of that. I haven't
had any other takers.

But she's good. Very

2o line them vp For
Me. How many cases?

And I have
three who didn't
recover Prom the

gprue interrupt, but
that's probably a
difPerent
situation.

capable.

I might: get
more. Interest is vp.
IPI do, I'll have to
decide ifone is all I
can handle.

Interest is vp?
I'm a little surprised.

The, uh, bananas. Four of
them. And I suppose we should think
~Ma:rli'-' letiting the banana lady out of her

can at some point.

The Ply
dude and his
jar of Plies. Not
s0re how many.
They're hard to
count at that
size.

" And Naomi has a
room Full of babybots in
Century. Algo gear we
can't remove. About

thirty. Five coma victims

and I don't know how
many sexdolls we can't
recover in the Cobbles, all

Prom alge drugs, becavse if

Church had antidotes he
didn't tell anyone.

And Chureh's street

Pighters with the claws.
More than twenty. Weird
combination of algo gear and

old-school brainwash.

8hould be along
any Minute now.

This is dosie
Zhao, My new
apprentice.

We'd probably
better get going.

" They don't bite.
In most circuomstances.

Jex isa

... Good to know.

comparatively
recent arrival to

Josie, these
are Leyna Otis,
Jex Haley, and
Ruby Martinez.

EVEN NEW, LEYNA DOES NOT
AUTEOMATICALLY LET FEQFLE
KENSW SHE IS A BAEKER.

That's what just about
killed studying psuchology. Even
though the Barkers subsidize education,
ho one saw a path to a better job in
that subject matter.

You're thinking of
the college in terms of
“learn something better to
pay your bed Pees." Most
people do.

Nobody
wanted to pay Por
psychological help,

though they'd pay Por
selP-empowerment
grifters and that

kind of garbage.

Do they want t
No, not pay Por it now?
really. Bub with the
bed Pees gone, peaple are
realizing that there's no
penalty anymore Por taking
the time to learn things
just becavse they

want to. But Josie's not just

broadening her mind. She
wants to practice psychology. And,
honestiy, we need her. I need her. I'm
tired of being Ad's sole mental health
practitioner, especially as it becomes
clear how poorly everyone here is

doing in that direction.
9 Huh.

IwishI could
argue with
that.

&0 You Polkks are
the cleanup crew For
all of A4 now?

Seems like it, :
doesn't it?

ahead to Holding #17 2he
ight be wiling £0 answer a )

ew oP your questions. 4

Welcome to My liPe.

But we're not asking you -

to help Fix all of them.
we're hoping to get Prom Wou is
technigues -- methods we ¢an
vse tio Pix them. y

hat

CANTWELL: #35. SPRUE INTERRBLUPT: #42. BANANAS: B43. FLIES AND BABYBOTS: #Ys. COMAS: #39 AND B3, SEXDOLLS: #4323 AND BHE. KAYOS: B8, YOU SEE WHY cHAPMAN 1S ANXIOUS ABLOUT THE BACKLOS.

Oh, good, this is
the right place.

Hello,
Backwrench!
Thank you Por

COMINg.
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! You don't like it. *“ ,'i
: . -

|
p Did I sau
\,  anything?

THESE DAYS,
IF NazMi
ISN'T AT

HEOME, SHE'S
ON A
EOCFTEOP
SOMEWHEREE
WATZHING

| FoR
TROUBLE.
0, bu - ; AND MOLLY
staring like I've grown IS UsuAaLLY
another head. /W WITH HER.

No, but you keep

A/

/L don't think
it's important
whether I like it or

_ hot. It's your
A gppearance.
'd""“‘--.._‘_
e 7 IPI'm o staring, it's just
becavse it's so difPerent.
When you said you were
Linkering, I didn't realize that
meant you wouldn't look like T
You anymore. i =0

e

What made you

decide to make such a
big change?

There's something

Ll r . I "“-._\
Wou need to see. . Jasim, if you're not

careful, wou're going to
get recruited.

You know more about what
goes on around here
than I do.

My boss .
wouldn't like it.

WE'VE SEEN JASIM BEFLRE (THAT IS, ASIDE

FBOM THE FIRST SCENE OF THIS ISSUE), BUT

IT'S FORSIVABLE IF YoU DON'T EEMEMBER
THEM.- IF Yo CAN FIND THEIE AFFEAEANCE IN
#38, YOU'LL ALSE ENSW WHE THEIR BOSS I5-

Jasim, see iP
Wou ¢an Find your
trovblemaker.
But be careful.

Molly, ..
st.ay well back.
You can't do
anything here.

4

Well, that
was rude. ;

What isit?
Big ball with a
door ...

... but they're "\
| nob actvally doing |

L7 1t's not that big \
a change. I soPtened \g
MY chin and My nose,
mostly. Those were
Mark's. I don't know
why I kept them as
long as I did.

./

-
.
-

7 1went back to my ™\ TS
/ realskinbecavsel N\ .40
/ decided the other was me \°-
Lrying to be something I 2
wasn't. You know, one of the |l 8
+ things I've learned Prom You is =
2\ I can look like whatever I 7
A\ want and not care what,

anybody thinks.
b >

e P

S And I tried Por a bit
Al more muscle tone because
“Lf I've realized that if I'm hanging
4 around with Wou, it's better to

!

b not have people think I'm
:

Fragile.
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No. Just )
walking around ) &%
aimiessly. /

But it's not
voluntary. I didn't see
who was doing it, but I saw
one of the vickims. Ik looked
like someone had put one of
those helmets or masks on
her and she was trying
to take it ofP.

She didn't get a
chance ... a Pew
seconds later she was
completely changed arc
started wandering li -

the rest of-- 5

You don't \
have any
proteckion! I
don't want you | |
to get hurt! &

.::'I'.' 'H‘
¥ But wou'll ask
Jasimto --

5
o N

gi ~ --Pine.

Never mind.
0.
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Yeah, about that ...

You're done
with it.
Becauvse I'm not

_Me anymore?

e,

Don't be Fa
Pidiculovs., ‘
. {.,_ And I don't know I'm _,.}

N done ... Tjust ... ~

- R

Is that
what's making
bhem?

I don't think s0. I got
the impression mine was
being stealthy about it.

That's not stealthy. Well, Ghis one

Seems like a
bigger problem.

I don't think wou
want to --




ok,
something big
happening and I
heed to --

p " "~.\
/" Imean, I'm
pretty sure you
didn't do that by
choice and --

<

Can Yyou even
hear me?

you meat people have
no grasp of the fulure,

II II
b
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Y
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| now oo to a conversion
pod like a good little idiot, [
there should be one
down the street.

ah, good.
i'd been wondering
where everyone had
qotten to,

Are you
making these?
Change them
back!

no indeed,

Ny

_l'_

L
b &

meddlesome "hern.”
this will hurt,




aaaaaaa x’
" gorry if I gave Wou
SoMe bruises.

et us seek
greenefl pastures.

/ ' needed to knock You e
C\L out oP it, and I didn't have
4 time to modulate.

I'll live.
Thanks, Nina. .- —~
" Are we going
z to have to chase
Not if wou
\ M55, huh?

e

actually damage it
much, just blow it
around.

We should, yeah -- it's
making those little orange
bots -- but ...

7 ..that'stheone N
Naomi went aPter. Unless |
» bhere's two of bhem.

I don't know why she's not
on its ass right now ...

I hope she didn't run into trouble.

; S0, does X
everybody know
. Ghe basics?

’;;';..-—-———-—-..___“H
No, it's nob.
=3 ['vedoneit. &

"H,_‘__ e
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ManiPested changes are transient
by definition. They end when the
ManiPestation stops or is broken, and the
changes avtomatically revert, except to
Lhings like clothing or hair which were
transient data themselves.

Mlgorithmic ¢changes are
hon-transient alterations. They're
code patches. That's why they have to

be applied via algo item. For example,
putting on an article of clobhing, or 4
drinking a potion.

I_H_H'""--.._ .
Youneed a Pully A7

enclosed, imposed A,
environment with total \
broadeast -- You have to
immerse them in it completely |
--andit takes along
- exposure. Weeks. o A
=
- The amount of ™
/  algoribhmic change that's ™
retained is a direct Punction of
the time they spend in the
breadcast area. IP they're only /
in Por @ short while, very
little sticks.

_—
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~ 8ol suppose it'.‘ﬁx‘

7 more like a maniPested

( ePPect, but With some )
\ algoribhmic aspects over
N thelongterm.

They told me
Yol were &
paychologist.

e 1 environmentally, bnder
\ specific circomstances, At one
point I Pelt that

algoribhmic methods

- il

c¢ould be vseful in
psuchological
treatment.

That's only
theoretical ...

I don't believe
that anymore.

Well, it would
still be Pun to sit
_ down with you.

Maybe a privat

conversation.

Anyway, so, the only reliable
way to lose an algo eFPect is to
remove the patch. For an item, that's
vsvally easy ... but Por something
ingested, You just have to hope it
L., has a time limit.

IF the

vickim can recall,
then they can reload a o
prior version of data that '§
doesn't have the §
alberations, but i the |
ePPectis make it impossible f o
Por them Lo recall, as /& i,

they oPten do, they're L SIS
\ out of luck. —,‘\\‘\ :

d
& -ﬂ
)\ You'll be
And Por a disappointed.
W direct code change I'm nots very
' ¢ ...1don't bhink anyone algorithmic.

outside spindrop does
those, but ... I only know one

a direct patch on their own,
and one of these days I'm
going to sit down with Ruby
and ask a lot of -
questions about how

.;. did lt_.j,,-'

The problem now is there are
people making algo ePPects, but
they're not coding them the old wau, Damn. That's
: they're just doingit. We can't what I was
Leyna would -l reverse-engineer those. The data's hoping you knew
describe me as - ' phatructored. how to do!
an intuitive y TS

process, sorry. Bot I have

something else that does
work -- mostly -- and it's so0

dumb you're going tio kick
yourselP.
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IN #47, WHEN SHE
BEMOVED THE
BOBOT FF‘FEE: 1
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| First, Pind ovt ™\ ! :
axscolywndtine. MU kit st Y —
algorithmic apply did in jost create N\ o
the Pirst place. /| another item whose algo L\~ abrg%% ﬁgﬂgp’lﬁﬂﬁﬂ,ﬁfﬂ 5
i T ePPect is bo exactly undo 25 Engihe

atch that does the opposite. Kind |
of a cheat, but it's all we've ./
got, Por now. e
E .

i

-.Iﬁl.

There /5 an algo device g ,
7 Wou can put on someone
Which should keep them Prom T
being able to portal or recall. |
Or, at least, I know one
exists. I don't know iPit's 4
ever been used. ,

f - J.t A=

I see some
ethical concerns
with that.

oy 72
7 Vi) L

S0 this is wWhere
Wou got to.

7 Hold on, let me
E;l see if I ¢an get it

ofF ...

!,...-f’f‘u"n-fhg do you
/' people never
cooperate? Don't
WoL know When
something's Por
. the betber?

-..‘bhe previous a[gﬂ ) PECt'fq Eatﬂ:h iP Yoo ¢an just EIFFIE,‘I another %
“‘-‘I-____-‘-‘__ _-_-_-_._'-'-.-..-”1':..:':' il 1 II|.."
W

e ™

7 UnPortunately,

< that's only half the

4 solution Por many of A
S bhese cases.

L

__ B ;
d ¥ Mr. Canbwell X
| here has seripvs
W psuchological issves. IF
» Wou tiake him out of clown
t Mmode but don't give him
B\ counseling, he'll just go
R W, back out and make
- trovble again.

e, -
R ™

B But if we don't ™
&7 take himouvt oP
clown mode, we won't |
be able to give him /

&

counseling.

= Yes,andas ~._
/7~ s00n @s he's out o ™
clown mode he'll
| remember how to recall
and then he'll disappear ...
I don't have a good
answer, Leyna, I'm jus
stabting Pacts.

the als. oy i: '
;ﬂi’ It'sareal N 8

problem even
before that! For
example, we can
make something to
change this one back
From @ banana, but is |
that the only thing that |
happened? Were there |
mental changes? It
doesn't look like
! they're in any
) condition to Gell
| A= - :

-
~

|III; r & F

"
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I don't know ... if d
Wwe're only confining
them as long as they

need counseling ... Ay

n_xWe- need something more. )

No, and
the person
who could best ¥
tell vs is the one |
who did it to
bhem ... and il J
we let her
oub ...

Same problem again. }

. o '

" You're not the -
/s one who'll be trying to
[ provide therapy to a
patient who's resentPul
»._about being trapped. .

T o
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; Another? :
_.,__h__i How many of you |
,  dre bhere:

e

—

e
-

- Who decides who

/' deserves that? Thisis a
{,. First step to incarceration.
N _You db see that, I hope?

Bub it's so we W
can help them! 1
don't see 3
problem here.,

= Sigh --

I'M going to remind

. You laber that you
\, 5aid that.

... I'll need to go back to
spindrop and talk to the
Engineer.

Two of you? '

Well, you'll s&ill get:
to be twins ...

Pon't guess
there's --

No. She'd
hide and

sHipe Us. And w ~

can't ron in
these shopes.,

keep away
Prom me!

Changed. ™
We'll have to
Pigure out how

bo get bhem



What happened?

Fire doesn't
bother them at all.

... Did
they kick me
50 hard I'm
seeing double, or
are there bwo
of wou?

lley, this one's e

changed back! J

heed to mend
a couple of
bones.

How'd you &g : r:‘at;l:ian_# of va I:f;:? r?at be
manage it? . 3 it Fabian, | enough, not if we get both
Pr right? | s / of them at the same time.
P stk Wan + o We really could use
into a wall and - i
her helmet thing
came off.

Yeah.
I still don't have a
bitle card. I'm having
trouble picking a
o ~— name ...

s~ Fabian, \
what can you '
do? I mean your
hero abilities. Just
501 know, Por
Oh, good. \  strategy? /| ,
That means we canp N 7 &y , ..*
recover the others. o Y  Ohlbh.., ' - IF you're lookin pcr
course there's not much /' Tcan kick things ; L/ the big eyebot, ghe 's
. point, until we get: the really hard. " three blocks down the
3 Pperson who's mahmg Punch, oo, but not as stireet in the direction
N, them.. hard, or I might break N Y ‘ _We just came Prom.
MY hands. Need ' ' _. =
better gloves.

. + L) = ‘\ “‘\-ﬂ/ N
and she wasn't = : AndIcanPly ... | ’ P& Thenthe silver T
even the one Iwas ~ -l 4 Erfguﬁﬂg bﬁﬁ?% . - CEEtee e M woman is heading '.'_1
aPter! We still need to 1’ : higi?plar:g; Hft'- : B right toward her. 8 2
go deal With bhe big  ahelacec 10 oy .
: bot First. " & : W R e
e : - oo

advance, my stupid I'm brying to create

unity. What do Wou think

creatures, soon HOuU ’ A bt
Wou're doing?

will be the norm,

and the waorld will be
better -- what?

Unitiy, so long as Hou get: NS
to be in charge of it. i,

_ A > guu should be careful
what do you think = = about casting stones
you're doing? s ‘ N 1—'.' +| from that glass house, |

-




I don't think
MY glass house
and yours ¢an

coexist.
= I have an

albernate proposal.
@Guess what it is.

Y

do you rawallq think
you're going to hurt me §
with those silly things?

-

e
W
- Sl

.
-
=
..r. ¥
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R

‘ come with me, B

L '
e K

: A '.iﬂd-?

e o

= "' ] X

These aren't
supervillains. They "
gy don't want to Pight, they a1 Oh, good. o \
,‘; o want to make more liktle S . ' ' e WHEW -- B . Hey H@:r.w? .
LW\ robots. Now Ghey get While leaving I hope she'll still be | T bhink we're seeing
EWEEI to make more a mess Por us, hersell once we get all " some of the EHME
) Somewhere else. as vsval. that junlk oPP her. people again.

r"-._fl

" The eyebot talked
d just like that big
brainbot, and she also had
. @ weapon that could shoob
. bortals. Nobody else
. has had that.

Ak ... since you
mention it ...

=
-

= 2k
- -
-

s

—

¥ . ; £ v
least we krow 43 T N e b
we can revert the et = & : - i
white ones. I hope — 1 B =

there's something 7 B ' <%
We can do abovt - :

these. I think s0. That

" shell looks like it's in
two piece-_-‘:. we should

F |

e

—
1
-
-
-
e
-

7~ Thoughl

(

admit: I did want
to talk to you
alone.

ol
—

i

... Llike tio have sex N
up here too. Nob with
Brendan, though. He
wouldn't.. He'd never do it
anywhere there was the |
\ slightbest chance anyone £
B could walk inon vs. &

i
)
'|

\  be able to open it,
N With some ePPort.

Worth a try.

Jasim -- Jasims -- ¢an [
get you to help us with the

cleanuvp?

w

Hanne, as long as
we're keeping each
other's secrets, tell me
the truth: Is Brendan
_ever coming back? &

e

f—
—

_ 7 1don't know. f
1"-'*-*1 I really don't. -~
tﬂ?ﬁ? e

e

But, Mex ... he
sounded very upset
with you. He was
pissed off Wou let
Corven stay here.

Honestly, it .
probably wasn't wour
best decision ever.
Especially with Brendan
here at the time.

I thought r
You'd better know V.
that Corven just

s gob back.

a
I made the

decision becduse )
Brendan was here:f,,.

—— L—'_.—'_'—'—-_._hh‘_‘-‘_-‘
E! Corven Might not be able ™.

7 to do MUCh to me, but she covld ™\

seriously mess with my people. I

Figured Brendan wouldn't tolerate | ;

that and would help me keep her 4
to her deal. o

7~ 1didn't know he was
scdred of her. IF he was, why
didn't he kick her out.faF
N Highpoint ages ago? _ _
g é‘;m;,
maube?

i \L_\(/

. ?

./ You know, I'm not like thex f

ff Maybe.

other estate holders.
They're all his cronies. I'm
just Ghis guy he gave a place
59 I'd always be around
when he wanted to Puck
me. He never told me
Shit.

e

- 1 don't think he ‘y '
( ever told anybody
anything. He's not that
kind of person.

And I'm in the
same position as wou:
i dependent on him, with no
idea whether I have a
place now.

< @ot to

goput My |
hoodon!” B

That was a
'\ dirty trick. }

il.
:
LU !
o
b

That silver
woman sure did
remind me a lot of the
ohe that was making
those pink
babubots.

I thought: maube I
was imagining it.

¥ No trick.
Corven really is \
back. Came
through bhe main
gate three
Mminuvtes ago.

And your
secret's safe
Wwith me.

Yeah.
With that in mind ... I

have to ask you what

your plans are.




e I/ " -
V—\ | . [needto \ You think it'll
I mean, I'm not throwing you / pry her loose ‘\ be that bad?

r,-" ouk. You can stay as long as you Wﬂﬁﬂ g ' before Oorven )

. well, as long as I've sill got an estate IS :
\_ .. bUt iP he's not; coming back, there's A% % : = Egﬁ;ﬂa;?;;p
E nothing keeping You here ... : — ' Ny . planis ,:";

: No, I get you.
/" And -- no insult meant to
your hospitality -- I would
., have lePt a while ago.
. It's just that ...

..-!"""'F i
i/ You want Holly to®
I\ come wibh You.

And I get the

Peegggbgga[g;;?n " 3 . " 1do. Among other
/ things, the woman doesn't
know how to take a dePeat.
_ She's going bo go aPter scholz

She needs to break Pree. You YRR s E 2 | I W g e enr e

know she's never been out Prom 2he bhinks of : ” P Tﬁ at's My bet :
Lnder Corven's thumb? Corven ¥ a0 oo an s kual I want to be out: of ! . chala ﬁ
) got hold of her when she o, 00 e o O e\ Highpoint when that, happens, : 2

- was just a kid. rfght: bub, You kNow, and I want Holly to be out of L/

somebimes mothers £ Highpont too. b .‘cfb T
are bad. y 3 1‘
rF B 5 I'm having t.;aub[e - ;: - _ ' # - thr};?-:: ngp Euiiﬂ? %“’
J/convinging her -- I have to go il : - i

el EAneSU Aok & ~ and while 1 And Prankiy, you should : 3?12 [;:?:5 ar? Eﬁ:;ﬁ; Hg%ﬁ

b not bhe bine limit here. ’ . here when that goes down. ! lock the doors. Put up

What do? - barricades. Batten the

You Mmean? S hat.ches.

s

Try to Pocus as much as

Yo ean's e e i you can despite that.
| - :' This is important.
me here! T'll YAAAIILY 4 IS 15 IMp

-
LT
el |
G . —

R

i @ DY 2

What is this?
Where's my gear?
Let me go¥/

For some reason, the portals Prom the

§ R
portal guns have a tenderlr:uItu make ‘ = = ; = ;
huMans pass out in transit. I haven's : realized I had to shiPt away Prom
Pigured out Why yet. Sorry about that. Have to do it Making robots who would then &ry

every so often to keep Wou Prom ,
recalling. Needs to hurt o it to Maﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂfgﬁ pfg;f;l;f!d have \

wouldn't distract Yyou, You know.

But it turns out to have [ / ' — .
L 5 F
: ' But it abtracted too much attention

Prom those misguided hero types. It
was seen as a threat.

AR

'é??

- ; -' - You remind me of My poor brainbots here. They didn't
E | A 50 Ghis time I tried making ¢ \ want to go all the way either, and now look at them.
P L7 | robots who didn't interPere with : " - You know, I lePt those parts exposed so that
' ., oy anything, didn't try to do ) everyone could see they rePused bo give up the Plesh.
\ ™% | anything, just wandered around |
. harmiessly. Later, once I'd " : : ¢ <
":'\J'- e e . they could have had something better.
T b That was my ' , F |
. N Y scheme! That was Just becauvse I
m— what I'was triing to do! IR don't want to be a robot;

doesn’'t mean I'm not

And you interPered :
pro-robotic!

— — with it!

We don't have

to step on each

== - other's Peet! We
c¢an both do it!

I A
H- — | — ;
| Ah, I:rut. the problem is,

\ Wou're nok prepared to
® b ' go Ghe distance.

T =Y

” ‘1 V} " Look ab you. Walking around in
. a costume, with those
ridicolous guns on your hands.
Those guns could have been
part of ou. Wired into your
hervous system. Bub you don't

<Y i.'f}- ~ actoally want to be Pobotic.

Perhaps not, but it makes ,
me doubt the stirength of )
wour convickions. : |

I don't have to prove
anything to you!

No, because you're

Il.ul'
Jdona oo prosent . [ There was a homan named
going to repurpose you. -' £ Briset. She apparently Pound a
— : way tio convert net just bodies,
- - - but minds. Change thought.
Make someone truly robotic. An

. . :
}fm}ﬁgi = -. : irreversible step.

She's disappeared, A YA = - .j

bnPortiunately, and taken B8 : . . =
her secret With her. r

Hush,
Obviously I can.
You'll be @ usePul distraction. > 7 .. . | :
A stopgap, until I ¢an obtain : N /T B
the real solution. o N ; Y :

surely Wou noticed the

neither of our plans today - R . w - - 12 02
actually Hr;::rrked? The heroes \ g . ~
interPered anywaw. -
' Jway However, that's something
: _ : : - | 1 B there's no point in discussing
It will continve to be like et | e Purther with you until later.

that. These answers are = -
inadequate. I know what will
work, but I have to Pind it. —— Sy o But I have people
; Tl looking, and I'm
confident I'll Pind it. . Much, much later.

BRISET: #3234
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| I am only going bo tell you -
this once, Ix. '

-- wis

- I don't know what
happened to Briset. I have no |
b, ided Where she is now.

# 1don't have any of her
data or technology. I don't |

-
hnaw what became of it. o —~—
’ —

.-; ;

'i-.

Once there
was a space Por all

Y the people who wanted ba\%.:
ook and be 3 little diPPerent. -
The robots, the anthros, the

mutants ... all were welcome,

and everybody had a good
bime. You remember. You 4

FOR THE BEFORE DAYS AZU BEFERS T2

(AND THE INTRODUCTION &OF Ix), you
NEED T& &2 ALL THE WAY BACK TS #10.
THE CRACKS BESAN TS SHOW WELL
BEFORBE THE SPBLUE; WE SEEA

BEABS-ONLY CLUB IN #24. ALL THE
ANTHBOS NOW LIVE IN THE YARDS; THE
OTHERS MOSTLY BEMAIN IN CENTUEY.

JOSIAH BARKER'S PERSONAL SPACE.

I have bo ask: Did
Wou make it look like

this on HUFFGEE? “Ll:'ﬂh like tlh['fl'"

meaning what?

Uh ...
Palling apart.
This might as

well be a
hauvnted
house.

I guess it
was, Por a
While,

Then one day, the 3 -
robots -- and you were one
of the loudest, I -- got some
W kind op sUperiority complex and
decided they wanted a

roboti-only community. They

didn't want to mix with the

obhers anumore. A8

] I don't understand why

"f Wou're angry. I'm just looking Por
inPormation. We're trying to get
somebthing that will enable us to realize
more of our potential. Isn't that what J
Wou do? Isn't that what you've  48S
always helped with? ’

 Azu,
' QUARTERMASTER
% AND ALGORITHMIST —h
" TO CENTURY'S b
MYRIAD
SUPERHEROES,
SUPERVILLAINS,
FREAKS ... AND

7 AndiP I didhave any of it, I

would not be giving it out to
anyone.
Under any circumstances

x\\h

7 And it all Pell p o)
apart. The bears O
/" suddenly wanted a space |\
Where there were only P
_ﬂ bears. The dogs wanted to j}
\  be argund nothmg but
other dogs. 'fergbﬂdu ‘(&‘
segregated.
T !"-I' -’r ¥ :'l

M! right,, then.

And even that wasn't Par
enough or bad enough Por wou! Now ™\
ou robobs want there to be habhmg \

butrobots. You don't just want
isolation. You want conguest. You've
gotten this bizarre idea and wou're

not: going to stop until you inflict

it on everybody else. v

E ; No, IX.

\‘ "\ I amno longer nevtral.

duinda, I
owe You an
apology.

You're very direct,
aren't you?

- __

g —

"";'—"-——n.-.
AW B

EL P T I

You've alwaus been

agnostic about this.

You supply hero and
4 villain alike. Why the
. sudden hostility?

Come on.
Who do You think wou're
Pooling? You think I don't
know What: this is about? &

You know, nevtrality has '\
limits. And I'm not the one
who pushed past them.

]""G'U ve made a cheoice. P

We'll be sure to
remember it When the
Lime comes.

The things we did
...iPI hadbeenclearon %
what was actually happening, if
I'd realized ... I never would 4
have -- i/

You don't owe me
anything. I knew what
I was doing. I wouldn't
have done it iF I hadn't

wanted to.

2 appreciate that

It didn't look like
this, once. I suppose
the deterioration ... well
... 1 think it reflects MY
outlook, in some ways. It
happened gradually. I
barely noticed.

But not even any

Purniture .. The bedroom and the

study have Purniture.
Those are the only two
rooms I Use anymore.

.. but it's not

% what I mean.

I mean that I
wouldn't have had sex
with you if I'd realized

Wou weren't my wiPe,

THERE IS SIMPLY NEOT ENSOUSH SPACE TE EXPLAIN WHAT'S S5OING ON HEBE. THIS SOES MANY ISSUES BACK, BUT AT THE VERY LEAST, YOU SHAULD BEAD QUINDA'S SCENE WITH DB. CHAPMAN IN #43.

Yes. The only woman
I've ever loved.

The only person who >
ever really made me
happy, I suppose. /

You're thinking
it's an vnosoal
portrait.

gince I'm very
direct ... creepy,
aetually.

She looks like
she's judging ,
everyone. N |

..-f"'"'_'_'_-__-_-_‘_h""""--...
~ That's what I like
about it. It's

Uncompromising. she

£




o ] "-.f:""': 5 ¥
on -
¥ e

You shouldn't be alone. ) "

_ak

At any rate, I
dappreciate your
seeking me out, but I
don't see that i:-here 5 A
% anything else -

- v B iu_. b A e
= T o R
; LT-' .: a1, J:r*ﬂ' -.
g A 1 = T

= 4
\ :
¥

-1'.!""

7 Not only is it ot good ARG

Por You ... You don't g .
deservetobe alone. 4. . AL
— = " L = T s

o

I = '

7 Mr. Barker.
Josiah.

hgln
"

Just listen Por a
Moment, pieaﬁe?

E
E
E

-

. :&'!
'I
s

No, I'M not your
dead wiPe.

I'M not even @ e
Priend. Yet. S o cd

b

i LA
I .

"'ﬁ'.-- .

“ I'm a stranger who
came bo Wou with a very | -
weird story, which I'm skill
relieved you accepted. -

But I looked Por You
becavse I had a Peeling
about something ... and what
I've seen and heard Prom You
since then only makes me
absolutely sure I'm right
about this.

S --‘ R It doesn't have to be me.
. ., 3 B i “1 "‘ But it should be someboay.
: "“H | - i "J’ if W . R AR LR R
Ty e . . I '”-“* BERTRRLIRED AR LAY
Rt T N T U ”“%

BUBY'S FERSONAL SFACE.

30 the decor % 2 ;
scheme will be Pretty much. I'm apprfag {a“ﬂ’ o HEEFH;%
ancient media still looking Por a Pew coming over i

. artiPacts? more good ones. I also e sometimes I hate ' . Gt

e s want some more plants, # bo ask |
but T haven't decided 4 i

. What kind.

IP wou
don't like the
starchy whites,
why wear
them?®

There's a

Don't be ridiculous. certain valve to
It was Nathan - symbolism
sargent who really somebimes.
got me started on the
Movie posters. He's 8 Besides. T could

historian. I worked vse it too, You know. It's
With him several . been hectic the last Pew
years ago. days, what with starting
Josie put and Pinishing this
set of the sleep studies

I already had a
couple of likble ones
before that, but he

showed me some places to
look Por the big ones.
There's all kinds of old

Media lying around. 4 Why are we .7

Oh, Wou moved the
bedroom to this side?

BUBY CAN BE SEEN CONSULTING
~ | NATHAN IN #2353 ... AND, OF £OURSE,
NATHAN PLAYS JOE FISHER IN #13.

You know our Dallier Priend ' B - We;grmgﬂge not "y

wants to jomp your bones. : ' ST

Heh.
Is that an approved
psychological term?

Ruby, I'm very
y sensitive to
doctor-patient boundaries.
Absolutely not. . There's only ever been one
But it's concise. | person where I've let myself be
¢ both their therapist and their
A lover, and I'm sitting with
her right: now.

—— —

* And I 2ay this as both
{ wour doctor and your Priend:
You need a relationship.
Besides me.

I had noticed.
She was showing O 2
signs of that even SET
in Spindrop. ; ;
I mean, what we have is
good, buk it's not enovgh Por
you. I've only recentiy realized
how much of what's eating wou
right now uvitimately comes ]
I wouldn't have 3 back to this. But, Wou know, I also can't
problem with it ... I iy just snap my Pingers and make
mean, she's cute, if You like something happen.
that look ...but I sort of I'm aware.
Peel like it wouldn't be a

pod idea.
g Well, not this kind of

bhitg, aRMWaY.

And it's a hard part to Pill. She

heeds to ge EGTE-SHE who likes sex AN :
as much as I do. I have to be atbracted e - .
o her, 0bVioLslY ... but she also heeds N o Anne L

= bif;ﬁ;iﬂ‘:o:ﬂ gg: Eﬁ&%‘} Wikh She needs to be available L A girlPriend.

: ; when I need to be with her, but B
she can't want to be around me all T i . N
the time becavse that would - : That is an oPPicial
Make me crazy ... . recommendation Prom

. and all of that is ] . s ol
st.up:d egotistical and 5err3|5h) 3 jour psy gi

and it sounds really horrible
when I spell it out. 4

Well, itt might, iP I
thought Por a minute
that's actually how
Wou'd de ib.

You'd never really be in &
one-sided relationship. It
would bother you to be. You'd need
bo make supe she was gettihg
what she wanted out of it too. I think that's part of the
Which means work. problem -- Wou haven't had the
emobional energy to do that wirh. But
having a relationship's one of the -
things which would probably keip KILIaer i
that energy ... You see?




THE S2OUK, THE NEXT MOENING - Do wou Peel
like we should be
wearing the
sLiks?

Kind shook you gon
do Ghis pull ...

You think I
shouldn't?

An't that.
Prob good get her clear.
Han't Pix her less Pix
daddy.

Wan't sure you cared
if ever Pix, tho.

E I don't think Honor's

Y bad. She's spent her liPe

| around some bad influences, is
= all. Problem is, her Pather's
3 the main one.

5

R

S Itold her I'd try.

S

I think I see
the problem.

Ch.
Yes.
You don't think
they'd -- I mean,
in daylight#

I don't want to give
them a chance to.

I'm not
dressed Por a
Fight:.

Don't worry.

Hey, Ruby, back us vp?

We don't like you
wandering around
inbimidating people! We
| don't like Wou chasing them
down and doing who
kHows what to them!

And we don't c¢are how big
and nasty You can make
yourselves! The last one of you I
met as a dog, I kicked the shit
out of her, and I'll be happy tio
do it to you as a human too!

a collar --

T : |
» Now cledr ovt of here N\
":T or you'll Wish You did have )

L, T . -
.ﬁ_._-_;_..' o . TF"L -

S e LADAS o PSR L

A libtle.

But Chelle said
bhe trouble was
mastly at night,

reMembenr.

And we've gob
Ruby with vs.

But as you say ... Honor's
hot going to be able to realiy
imprave ontil she gets clear of
this business with her dad. And

!
]

T
= 1-2‘. 1

e

e

Lo keep me From

clamping down on your
Pucking throat!

... and gone.

OK, what was that about? I mean,

I know you don't just go Por the throat

You want to
recall too, and
SaVe Me SoMe

trouble, kidZ

withoUt @ good reason, but --

Come han't
Honer hepre?

I didn't want her
to be. She's ... she'd
?eb Loo caught vp in it.
b may take vs a while.
And we may not get
anything.

IP we get
something solid, then
I'll bring her in.

I have a collar that'd
look good on You.

A muzzie might not be

bad either.

I don't like how
deserted this is,
though.

I know the :
Souk sleeps |ate,
but these market
stalls should have
merchants in them
by this khour, i no

I'M sure Wou
think you're very
brave. We have a
right to be here.

Let's call up some of
the Davghters and see if

Those two are
likely why the street's
a0 E'Mptul-". Them and
their Briends.

They can change into
big dogs. They attack people,
ron them down. I don't know
what happens iPF they catch
them. Nobhing good.

People have been
disappearing, Buby. The
Pavghters have been
disappearing too, which is
why there aren't enough
to patrol the place.

Sounds bad.
What's serille doing
about all this?

bhey agree.

But who will
come When you
¢allZ There are so
Pew of them lePt.
It's very sad.

I guess I'll have to do it
myself, then.

You
- hhk --
Wou don't have a clue --

The Souk is ours! —,
We control it.
We get to say who gets to walk the
streets. Who's entitled to be here.
We make the rules now.

You just -- hhh -- don't
know it vet.
The Daughters don't know it yet.
But you will. Ik's going to happen.
Very soon.

Ah, well,
actually ...
Damn.
Yeah, we blew
that. I Porgot:
completely.

Serille asked ¢
us to try o get
help. From Wou
and Leyna.

Then, as soon as we got
back Prom that, there was the
business with the Flies ... and
then the Ploating brothel thing

and the balloons ... it just
slipped out of our minds.,

HAAM.
@uess I'd better go
talk to her. But not s,
right now. ¢



Hey! !

Sorry it book me @ \
While. Those bitches | |
are everywhere |

l"H'E MGFHIHG [i

. ,-'"" x .""'-.,‘

{ Yeah, wejosty
il sent two of

bhem home.

You sure you don't

want to just stayin |
the Souk Por a week
or two and get rid

oP the rest of

D, them? /

same situation ...

This i Rochelle Ragheb. “‘)
“‘herie bhis is Jex Haley and --

,G 3

_r——-——"L'-:.;.

Always wanted to meet;
o0, You're kind of
amous, You know.

L

[

Yeah.
Don't hold it against
me, it was an
accident.

Thanks Por meeting
with us, Ms. Ragheb.

'‘Ranza and I are in the
but back when we

were working, I remember stories about a
woman who had weird markings. A kind of bird
shape on her Pace, like @ mask, and another like a
collar, all over her neck and down her
shoulders. But not tattoos. Like they

were burned on.

Ch, the crow

woman!

That sounds
Pight. Do you think
she's still in the

S0Uk?

No ... she lePt aPter ™
the Sprue. I think she waﬁ
worried about Palling into a

hole some night. You know /
how it is here.

' |

THE COBBLES.

CUFF PURCELL'S BAR AND HEADRUARTERS.-

Treece!
Always good to
see You!

Wouldn't go that Par.

" Lemme see ..

Cobbles? Is that right?

"‘\.

s\

. I want to
5ay she went bo the

7N

Yes, I'M sure that's right.
... Ninety-Pive percent sure.

! A

-'._'___.-- : '.i? ANy
¥  Ruby Mart-iheri\:'-'? e

% i

7 Chelle, we're truin
to Pind someone. We
don't knowshe's a sex | @
worker, but given what
we do know, we think
it's pretty likely.

P

-F-
-

Chelle.
I don't think anybody's ever

. called me "Ms. Ragheb."

Well, it's good to
have confirmation she
exists, anyway.

Talk to Ash and
Maire. IP she's in the
Cobbles and still active,
they'll khow.

Yeah, that was
MY thinking.

You know, it's Funny ... You close up

Wour bar and those mystery women in black

show vp .

.. Bhurch havls out of here and the

mystery women disappear, and suddenly Wou

But it's nice to see You
open For business again.

I wish you'd stop
doing that.

Give me something

-

better to do.

— 7" Come oh, You bWo.
o We'll Pigure something out
so0n. I'm sure,

open again.

“" You can't prove
anything, though.

Wy

"

There vsed tobe a ™
time when I knew just
about everyone in the

business, but as I've gotben
Mmore and more away From it
I've lost track ... and then
the Sprue broke
everything into pieces

2ure you don't want to
stay and wipe out the
jackal bibches?

How's the seX
worker market in
Zerenity? I'm trying to

relocate.

I'm not trying to.
The thing is, the Mgﬁterg
women had some enforcers.
Those Pour big women with the
plastic-looking skin.

I need to talk to them.

What do you
want with them?

Nothing bad. |

In that case, we may
have some inPormation.

Red, I never
thought I'd 5@y this,
but turns out there's

s0¢h a thing as boo
MUch sex.

Yeah, you can't
do that allthe
bime, Red ...




50 You can A I don't want to work S
bake it oPP. e Por You. I don't need e : We need warning
; i g people saving I'm a thug ' : ' e — y 50 we can stop
Por the Boss. : asses like Church
: bePore he almost
turns everybody
into his personal
army.

-

or to stop
s Uister Pucking :
Lo ' of More people up B8
i The proviemis it YR W 4 | permarertiy the S
)\ keeps coming back. ... bUL she has _ way he did you. 0% s

i Not asking wou Por
that. I can do
collections myselP.
= What I needis more
What do vou - : - eyes on the ground
want, Treece? We _ e __ _d
haven't done e ' :
anything ...
Didn't say You had.
I'M here tio see if you
want a job.
J And iP we Pind that
kind of thing, I'm
probably going to want
some help beating the
shit oUE oF them.

" ... Come Eﬂafﬂ?-“. | : : ? Oh,1like
T & f,,) - \_that pars. /. "
T 'a

¥ You Pour were really e
" helpPul dealing with Church Take a5 O
and the kayos. I thought You : long as you
Mmight want to keep rolling ' heed.
With that. , B

? 52 =
/,..-f"’_‘llL-_-_'_‘—‘--.__‘_‘h-
7 Also, I'm thinking
o/ Wou're having a litkle

\ trouble Piguring out

__._Wi-lat 60 do next. f,,.f'"

Yeah.
We've gotten so we kinda like
being this shape, but it does
Mmean nobody wants vs Por RS
anything but muscle ... &

J-'r

=

—

Look, I just want 'ﬁ""-x.x y H%

people to not have EF worry el

about this kind of crap ""'-.-

- happening to them. You can help Ew

N with that without having to el
~._ beTeam Boss.

-
o S
> —,
S

e

.+
Maube, bub it N

does mean we have to |
\_ beTeamTreece. /

—

/s Canwe have H‘x
| some time to think |
4 \_ aboutit? /
YU £AN SEE THE BRUTE S&UAD IN ACTION VS THE KAYEOS IN THE FREVIOUS ISSUE. FOR HOW THEY &OT THIS WAY AND WHY IT'S JONAH ULSTER'S FAULT, SEE #36.

'.'-'-. 5 ¥

)

ONE OF ASH AND MAIBE'S SFPECIAL
FEOIECTS IS LOLKING OUT FOE THE
WELL-BEING &F CcOBBLES SEX
WEBKERS, S& THEY TEND T& ENOW
WHERE THE BLDIES ABE EURIED ...
_— E 2P o v . ’ I T i 1 - L -, ~ B
... bUL she |e Al oy Nl e TR ' ' R e ) e~ o g i -
¥  bePore wereally got RN | : ; o ( oSl /- It's just Prustrating. N
started, almost as soon a< [ | _ B\ directed at yov. / [ RaNa4zan Keerey Jriiera giie )
the Zones started to shake & - _ L'\ "'x.‘____ 57 "-.,__ again, and now I don't have even any /

-

: :__- : 4

~ Ldon't know anybody ™
in this business, or who )
\ khows anything about the | j
~\._business, in Century. £

It's hard to be

ih Ghe business here

\ without Somebody
. wanting to "manage” you
- and take a cut whether

: You like it or not, and
‘ what we heard was, she

didn't want to
operate like that.

-
B -
s

g, - —

-

A Z

- __mﬂ She went to

- o Cenbury, Where it's
easier to Ply solo.
ek

GEAYTOWEER, THE YAEDS.




> Lis, it's worse than anyone T
/" knows! That Mishrah woman isn't . | n 9 Frcdi 2 | N &
' ' & : : Y : S WL Y're chasing Osie!

anybody in the city Who isn't her idea _ Fig TR S &, —N ) B

of "normal." No anthros, no : My, T,
arcanes, no orcs ...

L ':'l'J:.'I"'.'":'" St

Oh, she's not
just doing that.

S - 2
."L i
=
» 1
! EI v
ud

| e A A 3 o P Just down the
_Horahas A AR F as # £ Pauper's Stieps! I think
.:?'I:.ﬁ',ﬂﬁ?fﬁ'ﬂfﬂ_ We /] . ) SERSRN— . Osie was ."":-]i:ﬂg s ot
haven't seen her For days. ; ' . e them in the gabeways
. We think they got her, but SIS 1., ey - TR R R e g B S
we don't know what they ’ il W ' o
] did with her.

We need help. ! WET it
We need to get U;JF-E'H-:‘JL'--QH ' ool G wonkiue.
Porce to bake down her racist Past. 1t was Pour days’
ass. And all the asses who 4] ide to here Prom where I
T o "~ 4 even Purther away by now ...
= - A IPigure at [east a week
e g, o get back to them.

\

Tsn't there Wi
anybody  J = &

closer? 4

S ‘\.—"_L.__-r

=  SLEEN/

R
-
S la o oo

Too late, bitch!
Now the other bitch is
redlly a bitch!

You shitholes!
Change her back right now!
We're going to kick
Bhem into next week!

Now why would

we dothat? ) 9
| =

S0 L won't nip your
Pucking heaas ofPl!

-

(" Hang on, I'm
coming!

I think your bark is
worse than Wour bite. 4

Just keep her
v y R still long enough Por
g~ : me bo get Ghis on.
Oh, but you e s , " " e
wouldn't do that.
You're a good dog. You
don't want to be a
bad dog, do you?

good dog ...
I'ma...

... back ofP ...

-~ hhh --
.. ho, wou won't,

I have
somebhing Por
Wou.

You call vs
animals, but you're
the ones who do
things like thisl

@et away PFrom per!

You wanna see
animal? I'll tear your
arms ofF and chew on

Hour Pucking bones!




I'll be rights
behind You.

Horal

It's me, damn it!!

You can't do
this! you can't
justhrr ...

Now, now. You're
just a dumb little
puppy. You haven't

even learned how to
behave yet.

Hora didn't
deserve that! :
She didn't deserve §
to be turned into
.. inbo some ...

It's les 5 | wastePul

Ssh/ \ IR L too. Thew'll Pinally get a
Ee a good puppy. 5 s 4\, chance to be vseful.

Palliard, I didn't
know what to think o '.-r
your proposal at Pirst,

but now I 'J'L!'E'rtu

admit

I wouldn't
Miss it

This is 8 MUCh
better approach. |
-'-'uib‘ r‘eed ljl': y'
a.-:h.- the last o

When you throw
them out of the city,
they ,fuat ome back. This
seeMms MUch harder to
come back Prom. i

i
And it svits the i

greatures.,
Poetic justice.




CENTURY.
PERSONAL SPACE
<A JEX'S AUNT EO.

T

Y T know, I'm "”"*.I_#,--"
hr-ude as hell. 4 Idon't mean

i

. \ anything by it.

%

WA
= E W {‘J‘
-l y . T
>~ It'sjust ... wou -
5 ] J 4

were a big deal’ Polks r
were coming Por your stuPP

Prom all over ... what V4
happened? You get tired of AW

",

\ bhe customenrs? Tired of /

. the sex?

0y
4

Well, by the end, I
wasn't having enough sex to
get tired of it. I stood around
and told everybody else

exactly tired of the
customers, eibher, even though
some of them were real
assholes, like always.

You should keep me Lp to date.
IP you do get back in, I might want to
send You some business,

; Now, your mystery lady ... -
she's no mystery. she's kind of a
legend, Por sure, but she's real.

And she's still operating.

Oh!

Ok, I wasn't
going to hope Por
that easy an
answen.

It'll take me a bit. I have to send a
Message to somebody who can send her
a message, and the word is, she doesn't

check her messages much.

I'll let: you know
When it's together.

o

... Thank you,
Ms. Haley.

LATERE THAT NIGHT, BACK IN SEEBENITY.

Pon't know
why I Peel so

exhavsted ...

... it's not s
like I've been
doing anything
strenuous, at least
not since the
airships ...

Maybe I just
need more sleep.

What's the goal here? |
B\ What do you want?
‘I:: ._-. ':0.‘_“"-- A -

( Why?

Real, huh?

Some people
aren't geing to be
happy with that.

You tried to
destroy the place.
That's not the kind of
thing anybody can
Forgive easily.

You want to be a
person again? Walk

among vs?

IP you do come back,
Wou Might Pind out they
don't want you.

C A R YN e SN

i

I 1 think mostly I got

tired of being asked For
the same Pive scenarios
over and over.
e

"1-?_

= .
7 You know, a lot of people
don't want anybhing that's

Most people, it doesn't even occur

to them Go

put any stories in their &

(‘ really difPerent or interesting.

sex. They just want to go
somewhere and bang up and

T

——

(ﬂ For goodness’ |
. Sake, call me Bo. /

— o

g -
q"'l—n_._‘_-_.' 1_——— -l.__:n:-_:_‘- ; 1

my = - 3

——

y
( Sorry 6o rUSh You out,
bt 1 have work soon.

"1.

|I ||
|II II
A

—

-~

/" You both should come over
some time when I can make
dinner, and we ¢an sit down and

b have a real conversation.

T

e,

il's very ...
dark ...

out there ...

7 And some Polks would
[ say that's no less than
' Wou deserve. '

the shit out 0P me.

down Por @ while. <

&

Thab's Pine Por N
tLhem, but it bores

And then the Sprue came
along and Pinished the job. Most of %
the people who like something difPerent
went to the Yards and now they do it
themselves. IF I wanbed to c@et back in, I'd
probably have to move to Century. This
seems to be where the rest of the
weirdos went.

Well, it just seems
like a waste. You've

Actually, I've been giving it
a lot of thought: lately, so
Wwho knows?

S
=

You're looking a lot
more coherent than the
[ast time I saw You.

Been practicing
Your maniPesting?

..Idon't Yol %“
know. e emol
It would
certainly help iF I
thought you had any |
b remorse ... i

ido ...
i made ...

. a4 mistake ...

ol

A hellof 3 mistake!

e

do ... you ..
say that?

IP I'M going to help
ou, You're going to need)
bo convince me. '

o B
: Because I'M certainly ™,
" not: going to help you back into \
| tie world just 50 o0 &an Make )
more trouble. i

e




ELSEWHERE IN SERENITY .. ok
SERENE AND :;:;::qu.::: "

I never thought
that would still be
important to me at this
age ... honestly, I had kind
of given up on the whole sex
thing vntil wou came along
.. and now I don't know
how I couvld ever have
gone without it ... £

I'm not saying I
don't like having her
around, but one nice thing
about Jolee tiaking on Lor
More and more: We geb
our sex liPe back.

Al rights, what's wrong?
I know that tone.
You didn't enjoy it?

It was great.
It's always great.

You don't love
Lugivs, Serene.
You love me.

Y I need that.
| I needit as much as you do.
Maybe more.

And maybe it's crazy
¢ and maybe it's not, but ...
| there's a part of My mind that
\ keeps telling me that iP I
: . bring Lucivs back ... <
Remember when we _—
talked about bringing
Lucivs back and I said a big
part of the trovble was I
didn't really want to be
Lucivs ever again?

.. Wou won't love me the
same way anymore.

That was a blg part of it.
Bot it wasn't all of it.

CENTUEY, SEVEEAL DAYS LATEE.
s 208

Whyam1 \ -
nervous® There is no e
eason Por me to |

be nervous! -
: Huhy Mart-mez I've \

{ Seen images of you
and I'm thinking you
must be Bo Haley's

hiece ... Jessa, I
Lhink she said?

'II'_II"'W T;'

But I also don't think
she's going to be nasty, or
bite anwbody's head off.

Ro saus she's very
popular -- has to turn people
down all the time, and she
doesn't have any problem at
all saying 'no.’

know your
Priend.

Oh, I don't
know ... it's a big
deal! This could be
the only hope we

have ...

gp [ think the
Pact that she agreed
to see us without any
pushback at all is a

good sign. Honor is the

redson we're
here.

gorry. What I
mean is, I think it's
perfectly reasonable
to be nervous.

Oh, Wes ... Ro said
it was about helpin
someone ... though
thought: she said it

was a man ...

Itis...orit
was ... it's about My
Pather ... this is going

to take some

explaining ...

Ruby, ¢an I g
Wou to start? You
Might do a better job
than I can.

You don't need to
hedge. No matter what he
thought he was getting, she
lied to him about it.

Hey, you wanted
me to tell it, wou get

The ritual not only
¢hanged Delp's body -- he's a

she at the moment -- but did a real

number on his head. She can't even
really talk anymore, and doesn't seem

able to Pocus on anwthing. Except

seX. Which she wants
constantiy.

it MY Way.

Corven said that she j
didn't come Lp with the crow
ritual ... that was the previovs
Mother ... she also said the Pirst
time it was tiried, it convinced
her it was too dangerous to
try again.

" And yet she
vsed it on him
anyway.

Uh-huh,

Anyway, some Priends of

Mine remembered stories
about @ woman who had the
same markings Delp now has,
and we realized that had to

be the person who tried

it the Pirst time.

Well, wou have
more of the Pacts
than I do, but I'll

give it @ shot.

Yvara, this is
really about the
Order of Vision.

Honor's Pather, Tommy
Delp, Pell in with them. Nob
completelly by choice, but he liked the =
situation well enough that when the /

It wasn't much to
4 go on, but that's why
we're here, in hopes that
n Wou have anithing that will
help. Though I see Hou
weren't aPPected the
way Delp was, 50 ...

Mother of the order oPfPered him a8
ritual bo make him more

powerful, he took it. That seems

to have been a
trap.




Ch, no, I was.

It took Me years to
recover myselp.

In some ways, I hever
did. I'm 8 difPerent person
now. But I like the person I am
now much better -- the old me
was ... well, you'd hate her, and
you'd be right: to do s0. I
don't want her back.

I needed to have
her burned out of me. I'd
credit Corven with doing me a
Pavor, but she doesn't
deseryve it.

I see you've
picked vp on some of
Corven's lies. Here's another
Por wou: she invented the crow
ritual. And she didn't Pind out it
was dangerous Prom using it on
h-;s,- Lz she knew exactly what it
E. waugi do wl!;r-*: She
: > devised | .
O e
4 g ey
She appealed to my bad
instincts -- probably the same ]
ones she appealed to in Delp -- 50 1
would try it. Becavse she wanted
to get rid of me.

-ﬁ = -
&+

I'was the previous
Mother, iP you hadn't
guessed.

Well, now we get
into more difPicult
territory.

There's one thing F
4 Corven didn't lie about. Though TF &t e b
_" "\ I'Mnot sure she khew she was / =2 — <
i telling the truth. 4 Corven has never
| : = = L/ realized how lucky she i that
Y iﬁi- — - 'l_ I'm no longer vindictive like I was
. L - L The crow ritval -- < then, or I'd have destroved her
i_ once you recover Prom it -- w a long time ago.
._.!E.I W does make Wou powerful. I =

Bt 3 '-h- Very pawerpui. A 38
— e -I -I 1P he recovers ... what
E-—' = will your Pather do with that
power, do you bhink?
[5 he a good man?

e

SEEENITY-

Hey, Trish.
Thanks Por coming.

Huh. 50 what's changed?
I mean, you're here ..

Well, I can't just go
hide in a hole. I'd fike to,
sometimes. But I don't think
it's good Por me. I think I'm
getting to a point where not
doing things is making me
Peel worse, W'know?

Aisg, the other
day I had to go Pind
someone and I realized my
contiacts are all so dusty ... I
Lsed to know just about
everybody in the
business ...

There are people in
A4 who only think of me as
a legend. Somebody who did
stUPP in the past. Not active
anymore,

I don't like that.
I'm not ready tio become
history yet.

OnceI'd
destroyed musell with
it, she covld become
Mother and run the

w  Order her wawy.

She didn't even
bother to take care of me.
Two nightis later, while I was

still barely aware of anything, F
she brought me to a brothel in
the River District and tﬂr!t-

ﬁ--
”’ﬁ*"’ﬁﬂj
NN

oot
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me there.

I was the house ta:m 3

there Por Pour Years. They
weren't bad years -- I remember &
them as being a lot of Pun, and I had
all I wanted, becavse all I wanted was s
sex. But as I pulled myself back
together, I realized it wovldbe 4
better to pursve that liPe on 48

I'd love to say yes ...
but I think that would
really depend on him.

No, he's
not, and it's
taken me way
koo long to
admit its.

But I don't think he
deserves this! No .
matber what kind of [
person he's been. 8

You 5ay this burned

MY berms. -

it

i.- -
Bot you did pull
yourselP back
together. So if you

¢an do it, can my
Pather do it 7

S0 we wait and see ! :
if one day he manages tio
work his way back on his
own? Is there anything we
can do to help him? Can

Hou help him? o

having to Pight: his

way back on his

own, though. You
L“‘" see?

- o=
.II
o
]
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gkill, there's virtue in
guidance. Maybe if we steer him
along ... maybe we can get him to
recover more quickly and teach
the right lessons ...

the bad person out of Wou ';:.QT : :

.. mawbe it will work that

way For him too! Maybe he [

needs this to become @
good person?

Thrilled to ...
surprised to get Wour message.

Very well.
Bring him to me and
place him in my care. I'll
do what [ can.

Buk, Honor ...

Wou'll need to be patient. Even with

MY help, this could take a long time.
It isn't an easy road.

bot I was

Gotta say, I'd kind of Pigured
Wou were quitting the business
completely and just hadn't told

anybody wet. It's been ages’

Yeah, I know. I'm sorry
about that. I lePt Wou hanging
on that [ast project.

Ch, it's OK. It worked
ovub. Wasn't as good as it
would have been iF you'd been
writing it, of course ...

Ruby, what happened?ou
gave up scenarios to do passives
... and then Wou gave up on the
passives, seems like. Did You just get
tired of it7 Is wour ... obher work
taking vp too much space?

I'm honestly not
sure, Trish.

IPI got tired of it, it's
only becavse I got tired of
everything.

Helping people, saving people, telling stories
Lo people who can't make vp theirown ... I

don't know, sometimes it all Peels like the

same thing, and I don't want to do
anyof it.

Well, like I said,
I'm thrilled.

And it's a great
bime tio come back in.
There's 5o much demand
right now. We can sell just
about anything we want
to make.

This is the part
where I confess that, all
that said, I don’t have any

ideas in the pipeline. I'm
starting Prom scratch.
Bot I'll work on it/

I have a Pew ... You
7 know I can't write these
o/ things worth a damn, but I've got
soMme ideas Wou might want to
develop ... no pressure; I sure
won't be upset iF you'd rather
come up with something on
Wour own.

I'd love tio
have a look.




THE THAL-LIUM ESTATE, HIGHFOINT - —

Well, I'm not --

Uk, A, FiPi!
Yes, I'm happy to
see You, too!
But I need to talk to
Wour mommy right now.

IF wou're good, I'll play
with Wou later, OKZ

80 how did it go?

Filif
Pown!
You know better
than that!

vrrergh ... I don't think anyone
. I thought could accuse wou of nob
once I did this, I'd being a dutiful daughter. You It's not like you
Peel better. But I Peel 5aw it through. You Pound ¢an do anuthing more,
A just as bad as I did. help Por him. nob rights now. _And we know your
Worse. priorities have changed.

Because you're
Worried about him?

I think it's
more becauvse
I'm not.

Someone else is
taking care of him now
and I'm like "OK, I don't
have tio worry about him You haven't
anymore, glad that's talked about taking
oFP my plate” ... back the Delp estate
. : in quite a while.

— : ... And You've been
... Which is wearing purple a lob
horrible. : [ately.

My clueless darling,
Wou know You're welcome
here Por as lohg as you
want tio be here.

I know Wou're having
problems Piguring out
what you want. You lost all
your walls at once. That's
hard. You used to not have
to think about any of this. Besides
Now you're Porced to. - MMh -~

Fifi's already decided she
has two mommies now.,

Take as long as I -- VRS -
; iy Wou need. I'm not noticed that.
PPRT T PP EL going anywhere.
- '5__'.'.' & '

THE SoUkK, VERY LATE.

\ )

Get ovt of here!

i i
—

Hew \
We see you, a - ;

trying to make
trovble!

-..ul.v‘-"'"r# '
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Sshh.
I'm not your

enemy.

On the contrary.

You can't Pight
her, though. Not
here, not now. You're
too weak. She's made
sure of that.

But there's
something wou can do
-~ something in your
power -- which will

damage her badly.

“( I'mabout bo help Hou.

wake ...

J‘l"uj ‘5 tli'."';': ‘_:i E . ":'

§ Puiet!
-\ You'll wake her.

C—

rk =i
L

She's not
Hour mistress,
Bianca. she's been
very unkind to Wou. For
Wears. She is owed
retribution.

Nooooo!




