Try not to be any
more stupid than
Wou have to.

Why would I have put you
in Ghis unless I needed
something Prom you?

You think I'm just
applying shocks to
Wour brain repeated|y
Por the Pun of it7

.. though it is

heed to know, and
I'll let you out,

EF-fE'H.'_—'IDrE-_“ h'-'-"‘ " R .
A R

TellmewhatI |

i/
S Ak

Why are you
| meat types

always wrong?

% I

=/

The shocks keep Wour brain in v il
an inberrupted state. They A
don't have to be nearly this A
strong to do it, but here the &9 I

pain is an additional / ’q

inducement to cooperate.

P w / |I
When your brain is in that Il

state it becomes suggestible.
Unable to Pocus tio make I

P instructions of its own, it

readily accepts instructions y

Prom outside. |

: e e II

v SRR
Where can I find 1'
l‘::‘ ! p

Monica Barker?

I'm not going to
tell wou a thing.

Tell me where to Pind
Monica Barker.

Tell me Where to Bind [
Monica Barker.

7 a5l ' = A
/ 5 J{ Tell me where to Find 8

7 we meet once a

week ... rooP of the
Yivon building ...

next meeting is
LoMorrow ...

A, /

Wasn't that simple? _!

W4 And now, as I promised, S
I'll let you out.

.’:jl" s

APter a Pew alberations. l

Bring her to the §
prototype lab.
We'll try out wour
hew design.




SR AL hh ]

A LOVELY MORNING IN CENTURY,

FERFECT FOE THE UsUAL EHEMRHI&HH#.--- ’}"U ¢ouldn't

kick my ass if I

Y
\1

‘!El!

”' Al

‘fr:au can't hide Prom me,
sanabag’

m qmg'"?qu Mm says I was
'g tryiing to hide,
“dirhead?

-Iﬂliﬁ .
LGt f‘?‘ﬁ”

: o
H“ﬂﬂi|
},ﬁi‘l‘f

|1T"ﬁ1_,4 1 e

1] s ’rli-'l.
11f|= It ILh 4 L'I'h:'i

n"ﬂl-"'E'E'I” Elr *.'uaﬂt
ko cub straight &
kicking Your ass b-ﬂ

:':; ;. . -_‘_! -tt .

gave You extra
shoes!

Hl'l.llll.lr
That sounded a lot
betber in My head.

I'll have bo work on ib.

You should work
on your Litle card
too, it's still
Unreadable --

IT 5AYS "SYLPH." SHELLEY'S BIGHT, NINA

save Gime.
E‘Eﬂi-l..-"r SHEULD AT LEAST EHANGE THE FONT-

Missed me!

Eat my :iuﬁr::.
th -J-I

( Ohboy.. )
A Well, iPI candrop
\_one, I guesscan /

~ droptwo ... )

iy

RSSO0 OO0 !
1
1
)

What are

Wou doing?

Leave her
alone!

Pon't make
ME CoMe over
there and --

GET oUr L’F
MY FACEY

This doesn't
Peel like normal
Pun and games.

o Eeel .- 3 - ¥ I.-. i

what you two b P I think I'd

heed to de right ' . VAL better go tell
NOW IS -- ' ' ' Naomi.




Ok, I'min.
What do I do?

i

IP we want reform, then
we have to have revolt!

s
uls /
| i
B But iP we are to revolt, then we must k
re-PForm/ : :
Po you want revolution?
Do you want to claim
Century Por robotics,

robobics only, the way it X BB . You don't really
always should have been? - . want to throw Ehe

. , : ! humans out of Centiury.
i Po you?

SN Then Wou need a better Porm.

You need an upgrade. Maybe this
_ place would be

betiter without
them, Y'know?

I don't know.
Maybe.

Anywau, if there is a
revolubion, I want in on ib.
You need the tools to do
what must be done.

And it's an vpgrade!

That's right.
In you go.
No waiting.
Plenty of space
Por everybody.

You're a very 3 .
s8picious Suspicious

erson. person."
& Ty My ass.

Jush
becavse I don't
throw in with any
. 3 griPter that comes
Whatever. araund ...
AT know is, my

Priend better come

out of there in one
piece, or --

"Revolution."
Nobody wants a
revolution, lady.

Nobody cares.

Thew're
bored.
: ; . o ) They don't want a
fou're all just going 1P vou'll go . Pevolution, they just want
_inZBlind trust? No around the side, = somebhing bo do. :
idead iP she's Peedin there's 3 Foom - And You know it g Am I in the
Wou a line of ¢crap? ’ Where You can SR . : < right place?

wait For her.

no ...
ek joining ...
s, Waibing Por ...

Well, it really
doesn't matter.

I know, stupid.
I heard wou out there.

Poor Option, trying to do her
job, and Wou attempting to
turn them against her.

Ch, I see Wou've . Pon't Wou Peel bad about
changed your mind that? Doesn't resistance
about joining vs. . Make you Peel bad?
Excellent. '

M
get away ...
don's bouch me ...

You don't want
independence. You
know that, in the
back of your Peeble
litble mind.

You want to be
part of a
machine.

Anonumous.
Mindless,

The thing You don't understand --
that s0 many like you don't , :
vhderstand -- is that You may think you want it, oL May
independence is a Palse luxury. : say you want it, but that's just
’ : becavse wou're IWing to wourself,

Your Priend was Par more honest about
ib, in @ pathetic dim way. g PL; ;‘-’a:'ltpt;cé "
"Ch, a revolution! Something to join! G,.;g.* llj-,ttgm
Something to be part: oP." | oMpletely.



See, You've
forgotten already.

Hrha! MEANWHILE ...
S M Ok, but, the thing is il A
ry ' 1 :
What's up? ... I think bherega ; " ) , '-
Molly ... somebhing big happening with

sorry to come

the robotis. Something bad.
Find wou like this,

Something "we need to

but Naomi's not at
her house and I
don't know where
else to look, and I
Lhink it's
iMmportant ...

Ok, but
what makes
you think I know
where she is7

Oh ... well, I kind
of got the idea that
... Uh ... shit. Was I
wrong? I'm sorry --

You weren't wrong.

I thought: we were too. Until
Ewo night:s ago -- the day we
all talked to Elaine -- when
she broke it oPP.*

She s3id it was
becavse she didn't want to
put me at risk, but that's

mobilize"” bad.

Well, I don't
know what you
expect meto --

Al r*ight. look.
Todawy's the day
that Naomi alwaus
meets with Monica
Barker. I know

I'll take you there ...

but: I can't do anything else.

I mean, I literally can't.
I don't have the abiliby.

(RINE §F]

bullshiti. She's just scared of
ib. 0, You know what'? She
¢an go to hell.

How long has it
been on her?

I can't criticize,
really. It's a great
scam. I should have
thought of it myselP.

O |
And I'm thrilled to inPorm
Wou that I can make your
Fantasies real. Real and fae

permanent. Just what
You've always wanted.

Twenty-three
Minutes.

It's probably

better if you
don't try to

think too hard
Pight now.

That should be enough.
@Gertrude, torn on her
avdio and mic.

That's what you want anyway,
isn't itZ I've Pound out what [
Briset's doing these days.

People like Wou pay to see her
because wou have Fantasies. You
want to be controlled. A mindless
roboti. Only able to Pollow orders,

Those are her customers -- pretend
robots. Fakers and cowards.

Teli me where to Fing
Briset.



There's a
lot oF the
Pling ones
coming. I just
saw them when

I boosted. 100

probably
want to

B They're not;
. '.i.; ' stopping to make B
S trouble. There's bhree "8
. or Pour of us down here |
y Lo mess with and  §
\_ they're ignoring vs.

Thew're going
somewhere they &
Lhink's more
important.

I think I'd
better Pind cut
. ﬁ where that is.

JEX IS IN CENTURY HAVING LUNCH WITH HEE AUNT Bo. ] B
‘Robots g#t‘.bm

ot of hand.

... 8aid Pind Pood like, get
hungry some. Han't yet. Mean
han't got hungry yet. Found
some Pood like tho.

P lok! Never S
thought: about it. I
can see the problem,
though. Nobody ever
got hungry Por
spack.

~" You know, your ' Han't hit ...
/ grandma thought spack was ' break some ...
the devil. Anything else she

‘| could Pind to Peed me and Leelee, === e T
Kﬁhe would ... scavenged, hunted ¢ s e e

i, .. Ped us soMe 0P the ; 7/ s
rY strangest things. \ ~ ‘ e e _ \

j_ - . _ | _ A i :""f'"--:' - X E s o | F : o _:__’( Oh, hold L"I'.'-?I
Lot of it was . o 1 e T G = @Got that Azu gear
disgusting, but it was

=\ Pood. She was probably
)\ right about the ﬁpar“k. f

: |
e i \__"f T
o -, Joudhave liked hel. N
“"'I'm-.._ﬂ "\ She was stubborn as &

o nerir gl r
IF yeHNI'BE HAVING TEOUBLE PARSING JEX ['I:I'J HHFP N.E..-" ‘.I"‘E"n".l' i

L eeAULD TE'F THE EONVERSATION SHE'S BEFERRING T2, IN #3235, B
1.‘!';. - e S i i D = v

L

I'm gonna knock wou

.n" "‘-..\_.... ¥ F
<’ Leave her dione, or \ = -
, inbo next wear!




: iy OO o Damn/!
2 \ A that slap?

e,

I’I !
I: IIII
IlIII IFI

- "1.__
r

Oh, You know,
somebimes alady
has to dePend |
herselp -- /

. "
s —

g —
|/

- I

o 1'|II| L
: '||:|'.

——

g

Got another coming
up behind you! )

—-I'-
e

Got haol.
Too many.

7
/
rd
F..

Pon't you —

mess With my =
niece, you! <

e

9
i

" L. o J
3 ll.--""'"'.u.-"'"'-.,.f' "-I

b
Not: lilke her to be )
late ... T hope
everything's OK ...

I don't know why, but
they were definitely all
aPter you. We've got to get:
out of here, right now.

¥ This might be a
| little rough. I hope Wou
& don't get airsick.




I mean the
. ra | nameplate,
I'm hot s0re ; B | specifically.
about this, ] %S
Gertrude.

WHAT?Z
— THIG 16 ONE CF My
~ BEST DESIGNS
EVER.

76
IMPORTANT.
IT'LL HELP BREAK
THEIR

=i o will
RES| NOE W :
SISTANCE . increase it.

COme THANKS,,
ON, BOSS | SPARKY . YOU
THEY'RE TOAST | CAN GO DOCK.
ANYWAY . THEY'VE - T'LL CLOSE UP.
GOT NO IDEA.

AND
SHE'S UP |
woo.: LET ME HAVE A
— SCOUND CHECK,
PLEASE. HOW'S
YOUR CONTINUITY?

ALL TESTS
PASSEL.

Yay !
OFF TO WEEAKL
FEAR AND HAVOC !




-_-F'__._._._'_-_-_‘_H_H-H-- - gl 1 "
The thing is, we're nob 4§ _ ' | i ‘ l

that [ate. She vsvally talks to : :
Monica Por at least a half hour. I ] :
think she Must be out of the Zone. '
She does go to the Yards  Au
sometimes ... .-

You're goingbo S0
have to Find some obher
big hitter. Where's
Static right now?

il b o | ' aped e b il : - e
Nobody's seen S
static For daus. s
That i?‘.ﬂpﬂ oP *n'-’Ihﬂﬁj: ... well, you're going to |
got me worried. I Ghink & need to Pind someboay. S
they're grabbing A0 | y g -
heroes. 4 e . e . o e, T
i : ; Y e W *ﬁ'-:".:fj.;if_a-
-1 s -_,;:'lF_-,_-_I-.M o .;ﬂgh - T
s “ 15-" :Inu-l.‘?::i rrE.LP.J ..:i__-':ﬂ"__.
: = “‘-:'_'-"r-.ll;";-;.q‘h, : -i%,n.
F. 1'-:"':;'?‘-"“ i

-
v

=
N

P,
Pl

P e
-

g

7 Nina, we've got o
8 tostopit! ; "/ There's a lot; of other
. trouble in the way/

Molly!, don't!
I can't take them out
andprotect you!

But we've got to get her
out of that before --

I'm nob going anywhere, 4
don't worry.

el

. Wait -- it
turned her into

h one of those bai /
! ’&f y '

Yeah.
I thought this setup
Pelt Pamiliar -- there
goes anobher!

We've got to -- What's that
destroy all those pods, thing?
somehow.

“ Molly, I can't
even deal with 6he Y\  / It's carrying one
robots/They're not L/ of them oPP! \

staying down Por very /— Take it down! ] "

longandI'm-- ~ \ Takeitdown! 4~ ,
i, A Ican't get toit!

.,

.‘.-

MALLY IS EEFEEEING TS WHAT SHE SAW IN #47.

1

-~ Pamn it!




OK, wouldn'e
have thought you
could do that Witk

ivst Muscle ...~ '
: (" They're all down!

cee if the two of you -- well,
the eight: of Wou -- can keep them
all that way, while I try to open
some oF those --

Back vp!
Back vp!
@et clearl!

Come on!
There's too many
and you can't reach
the Flying ones
anyway!

574 ... what ...
"Stabic" ...7

No. it can't be ...

Y We've got: to ron or
they'll get vs all!

INTERLUDE

SEEENITY-

Don't think she'd
like being in a bag, and
she's hard enobgh to |/
carry as it is.

Aaaa’
She's moving!

See, that's the thing. ™,
She squirms.
- They didn't tell you?
You're Treece, -
right ¥ Ruby's
\._ Mentioned you.

o,

Y Iwas..vh..I
was hoping she |
_wasn't ... aware. £

r :‘:ﬁj
I'm Dr. Chapman.
Behind me is Josie Zhao,
i MYy apprentice, and
“W Backwrench, who's helping /
B 0s with bhese cases, e

7 UnPortunately, she is.

=i N It Might be usePul, if we could
Thia better ! = £ - get responses, but she can't |/

damned well be the . i B Make any sounds at all. £

right place.

You came
through the streets

like that T Didn't want ' : It was really a cruel

to put herinabagor a g thing to do to someone.
MUDMULL or _ : Thcrugh her caretaker insists that
something? , \ she's done everything she covld |

since then to provide Por her ./
quality of liPe. )




.i-za | { ¥ il
. —— 1 =

" Now,iPI e Can iP You want, but Stive —~_ ' e \ -
P . dnaevebdngd. X 7 Heater's getting bired of holding ™ |r rat}ri-?eiﬁiﬂf#ﬁ%rﬁ r;tw?;: to )
[ right, this was y [ them. Don't kinow why he cares, it's not ) ; get 'em here .. /
\ something abouvt | : = A\ like he's Pigured out how to reopen 4 haa
\  silencinga ,T—— v i his club EIE’-" »
x wmn#sﬁ? |

p P ,irl yway, I guarantee :P

' wf ‘% S
Wou take one, he's going to J

_..--'"" ‘feah They r:ﬂld ' (
" Wou about the comatose ™\ b rhﬁr-’-’-t You take them all. |

ones? Those are what Church \ . g

did to most of the people he | N, ]
s I/ Hey, do I know You

i weglteg bo get out of the way. |
1 Lt For whatever reason, S z
B that's not how he handied , . froi soumene?

. Eelihere.

g S

e
- We've got a bunch af!

other ones stock 3 dolls, N I
bt they're not, the same. They \ . - { ﬂ‘ﬂ: oy
all got like that when Church's algo | o thaho?

‘.. drug didn't do what it was |
\ supposed to do. They look a little /
. diPPerent. Might not have /
>, been the same stufP. _~

I wonder iP H‘x
we should bring

in one of the
otiher dolls Por

coMparison.

,

. Idon's
think 07/

.-"'Ir

THESE VICTIMS, AND &CTHEES, AEE LEFTLVERS &F THE LONGS—EBUNNING COBBLES FLOTLINE
THAT BEGINS IN #2%, AFFEARS IN SEVERAL SUBSESUENT ISSUES, AND CONCLUDES IN #48.

BACK To CENTURY, BUT YOU GUESSED THAT-

ﬂ.‘ﬂ, 4

1 i

NF, Skel all plar:#‘
- Han't get lock ..

&

ll"lhl "I.I'F‘ Cﬂ'urﬂ : i
prababm make ib. Bot N, B .
it doesn't sit Pight with 2 & ,
me to just hide in my I Might know
house, not with this e ' somebody.
going on. ‘

We need to get
soMme help. Think Yoo
can [ay hands on some

of wour Priends?

: ~ One of bhose
Han't Pind Ruby. / superhero types.
Lewna, Jumpers, got get |  Or maybe she's a
Serenity, too long ... Naomi prob \ supervillain. kind oP

some middle of slide ... ; N hard to tell.
"“'h-._._______.___.,_:_

y Anyway, she's a
I:L good person. I'm sure

Might some else in
g she'll help out.

Century but han't know j
whare lookk.
[F she's at her place.
IP she's not, I don't know
where to Pind her.

SHE'S A PRETTY
FAST BUNNEE -.-.

.
3l
g

~ NOT EVERYONE IN CENTURY
- WHO. HAS A TITLE CARD HAS

--- AND SHE HAS A FAIR BIT &F
ACESBATIC AGILITY ---

--- AND MOEE THAN A LITTLE
DUMB LUCK-

S FOR THE KIND &F

B SUPERHEROING SHE LIKES TO
S, THAT USUALLY SUFFICES.-




Th:a isn't MY kind aP el
&~ FPight. I punch and kick '\ :
things. I'm not any good on
Plying robots and death A5

rays and all.

il I.r" You're thinking aP L
L reavmg, aren't you? /.
i
. Don't, you dare. e '
g - Poe s ' ' ¥ OF course!
e T . ~1= \ And ... Monica?

e . Srlga o 40 I . o | Hello, Molly. s
. : ‘ . A Those robotis tried to
get: me and Fabian
b, helped me oub. A0

' , I remember
* Wour deal. You vanish
55 500N as the Pight's 08 ; - I get it.
over. You've probably RS I Peel the same way.
-, been itching to e ™ - _ - X
\, disappear ever since J i But we need anybody we can get.
) We had to run /’ N, Naomi -- Salamander -- is nowhere bo be

2 _ O - Pound ... I think static's a giant evil
"‘ ,,‘ y : : e L robob now ... 8Ylph's captured .. ~
Pt e | . those were probably the three _, . - y~ Un . 1was %

Thing is, the '\ T \_biggest hitters we had, and we 48 oy 3 ( hoping you dknow.

" pight isn't over. , NG = e N SoMehow have to -- — TR Nina and 1 went to
N - : P o \ your meeting spot, /

I - = ;N";H—'ﬁ" E”f _ .:_.r =_-‘a_i..;..{: : :- | - r bUb ¥ _'_,.-"" : ;
(i ‘ﬁ -H Boy, it's good to see N \‘—yi\v—/"’ 0
\fﬂM‘b”d“ Priendly. 48 spu -l e g, t No, she never \j
N & et " e showed vp.

-“H'"‘"—n_

-~

MOLLY LEABNED ABLUT DUPLI-KATE'S HABITS IN #45. |

—

i

" Look, T bhink this is seriovs. It Peels TR e - PN 7 Tcould ... P
( like the one Who did the brainbots, and ther o\ B, oorlubly banany dea whe
\ later the little orange rolling bots ... those ’ . Iy’ _as Much power r 3 ), She was.

. ¢conversion pods are her style. / dgé‘gg L::E Tr.[rrét guiagﬁu H"'

S block, sure ... but right ’m
i o -\ ' T now this is mostly in the

— L | S | common areas. IF I delete ;
But iP it's her, she's really ~3) ’i N, those, then all that %‘ (f,. t ,.} A Y We darft
ramped vp. Robots everywhere, people \{ ¥ _ . % | happens is we lose the LA \ e : e 8 | even know her
QEbbiﬂg converted ... and I think she's | ; ; _:-._,_ connecting blocks, the 3&% 1 _ 3 \ al‘:tUraf HEME;
grabbing heroes. She got ylph and i _ _ data becomes a —r—— A N - F . W, ight?
Quicksand, and we're pretty sure /£ N8 _ ! \  scabbered mess ... A — ey, - }
“~._ Static, and who knows who else. _«" % L B\ andit doesn't get
T~ _ Y - ; & ' ) abthe actual - , I bhink we'ne
> ! | e : W problem. gamg to have to do
\ bhis on the ground.
\_  Somehow.

> We may not haveg [ A . ey :
enough resources to Pight ™~ & \ ™ Y W s
[ her. ,hngr:i iP we don't thbghﬂr Wi : | by i ﬂfﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ’é Eﬂﬂﬁ !
she Might take the whole place. Ay .~ \_ interrupting her?
= ﬂb\IP— she was aPter you, she's / o ; i b - - ' _ : - e
prabahm i:-r'ng bo. : - > -

You own Century.
£an You use Wour godmode T ' i RN B ~
permissions to do g &%, - RN _ B Well, if that's the way it's ™
something? . - o o . | going to go, then you need to
- . 3 : ' R <8 --{ get: out of Century.

G N
i I

I can't just
abandon -- -. 7 .
‘ o~ TE&ET*EEELT # IP you're going to make °
7 Monica, if she gets you, b . T | a new Priend, that's a good
/' shehasthekeysto Ll B k. : . onetomake.
|: everything! And it S00nds like ; Biee
that's what she wants!

x_ You can't take the risk. 4 & - | -
= e - - ) " Now, who else do we think
\  We can find to help?

-""-._,__

-""--.._

—

You think we
need to get
involved.

I'm beginning to.

I realize it

goes against your
grain, and mine as well,
but: the word Prom oub

there is that the
situation is quickly
getting out of
control.

Someone's
downstairs?

And aPter all, iP she ¢
takes over, not only will | J
We be non grata, we. I don't have
won't have ang--. anything this
aPternoon, do gou?




Was worried they

got Wou ... - ' _ammmm

7 Oh, right! "\
We have a You were with
back way out. Leyna, the day
= ‘ 2 she came tio
Pind me!

Couldn't: save
Ix, though.

Oh, that's
hot: good.

This is Briset.
We work together.

We can't go back in
April. there. Let's Pind some
Play skel, make Pake other place to talk.
S, slide Por Polk like ib.

JEX MET APBIL. ON HER (AND ouR)
VERY FIBST VISIT T CENTURY, IN #3.

... and Briset thinks But the two of s
they're looking Por her, mawbe aren't really geared to big
pretty urgently, which means - Thab viros i battles, W'know? We're guerillas

they'll try again. Make Polk robot. at virus 15 iP anything. We have to get up

Mess head hard. never going to get ¢lose and personal bo take

ill some Pix, used again. = We need some
Fad Eat:t[ Errﬂg g : Someone out. other resources.

What's Briset got
that this woman
wants so bad?

I ¢can't rip it out of My
brain, but I'm not going to
Lae it, and I'm not going to

give it to anyone else.

An't gon none

... She means she
nheeds to know iF we

¢an truat her. Which means I'm not

Qﬂfﬂg to know peace unGil
we deal with hepr.
Thcrugh there are also a lob
of other reasons to. Where do you think
we shovld look?

THE BARKER BOARDROOM- IT BARELY GETS USED ANYMORE, BUT IT'S A 600D PLACE FOR THEM TE MEET UP.

AN EXPLANATION LATEE --- :
mm— Well, I'm willing to

i i it E i f ]

7 Ok, bub Molly's right. IE"“H;; b Hb:.f vgtr]; II::t“ZESﬁ “
' the evebot woman is aPter N
Wou, it's 0 she ¢an use Wou to do

something that needs your | =
permissions, and it's best iP 1 aan probably grab %

b, Youstayaway. 4 some people here to go

.--"""'FFFH_._-___H_H-“"""--._L
~ Lknow, but, Leyna, ~o
/ ib's myzone. I can't just
{wafh away and let it: Pall apart.
| And I'm not sure more people
W\ on the ground are going to
B do any good. ¥

T — I'Mnot going to .

7/ beseeninpublic. BubI "¢

/ thought iP the bwo of U5 could NEEEERIRE

[ snedk back in ... Molly asked why B8 ¢.
we couldn't just shut down the K8

\ eyebot woman, or her N

\ properties, and I said it was A
.. becavse I didn't know &8

Who she Was ... i LW

But Wou're good at l Lji’

Forensic data ... you might
be able to search my blocks,
she's doing a lob of activity :
, Nl B oo Q
I came as @ : clever as I think .
Y soonaslgot e 3 Anyway, I think it's she is, then she |8
your message. It S . A Y More likely bo succeed bhen surely realizes we'll §
saunds like = < PYPY, e SR Pighting them in the streets. [ try to look Por her S
Century'sa S8 aa i o SRR TR : Lhink this one has to be that way. &
mess? s b | splved at the top. 1150 e




BACK IN CENTUREY, MADELINE AND OECHID SHOW
UP FORE THEIR USUAL TRAINING SESSION, BUT ---

Did wou get any,~—
[ No.

Nt like
bhem to -
[ No.

‘What do you "
bhink covld(™ y5 idea, but --

Anybody in there?

WE LAST CHECKED IN ON MADELINE AND OBCHID, VERY BRIEFLY, IN #Y5.

Think I know
the,~

-,..-—-..---':'-—-—.

i ' \_‘_“
- All right, now 4

let's see.

F ot

N2, YU DON'T ENOW WHE THIS IS YET ---
BUT IF YOU'BRE SHARP-EYELD, YoU CAN &2
BACK AND FIND THE THEEE TIMES youU'VE

AL-EBEADY SEEN HEE IN THIS STLEY.




NOW,
PeAR, DO TRY TO BE A
LITTLE GUIETER.

IN

I REALIZE IT HURTS, BUT THEN, IF | HFHE—T_, I'm
YOU HADN'T RESISTED SO MWUCH, . GOING TC GO
WE WOULDN'T HAVE NEEDED . START PREPARING

THE EXTRA MEASURES. FOR YOUR NEW
LOOHA,

REALLY,
YOU HaVE G'I"'JL-\"
YOURSELF TO
BLAVE.

NOT TO
WORRY, THOUGH !
I THINK YOU'RE THIZ |5
ALNOST READY. " EXCITING |
1 HAVEN'T UsED THIS
DESIGN ON ANYONE
BEFORE. YOU'LL BE
UNIQUE !

5 THE FAEDE~ ;':

1:._‘-

1"'

W Now? ,
N You're sure? |
4 - Urk, this mod’
How do Wou creatures
live in this place?

I didn't count,
damn it!
Some. Enough.

Nebody asked you
Lo like it!
20 why don't you and
your snakes get out of
here and we'll affbe a
lot happier? ;

Your Priends haven't %
arrived yet ..

= This is ourvillage T
I know that! f - ol and we're not going to

They're What do Yoo want me to let: You take it!
coming! s do, tell the snake to wait
i} s until they get here? Get
evergbadg’ We're going to
have to Pight with what

we have.

want your
stupid [jtuf:u[E

Then what the
. hell do you want?
Every place wou go, you
4% Make everything

"That's your N
OF[HIGH

Qur opinion, and
ourvillage!

It's only wours
as long as wou

Wake up, wou wisp!
sparklebrained little She's got 8 wisp!

monster! 4 g've -- 7
You know what to do. . Ay YAARHHHH,

MTJJ'F”;W;{JT’E‘ rl-i"-fai iil.ﬁ';."
j ' .L!LHIST SiNce When {10 N

# -
s 7 ) i  bhey keep hippos? J - i
Here we are! | : ey Ly E _ i Ve Easy Ela'air;?. girl!
gorry it book VS @ While. | -, M ‘ yl -
We had to Pight ofF some of ‘ ‘ Tt AP S I'm not trouble!
those alligator things -- : ' iy e

Uh, Tabe ..

There's a lot of
riﬁgermg wild magic here.
Can't wou Peel it?

£  Andwe've
¢ heard the stories
8 about what the cobra
y woman's been up to

I think they are
the hippos.

One oF these is
My sister!/

== WHEOM WE HAVE SEEN BEFORE, MOBE THAN &NCE.



AND NOW BACK TO OUR PROGREAM -

=

. I
T T WL R T
=
'.‘

I don't know if this
i5 @ good idea ...

S *
MeaN, I DON'T
THINK. SHE'S
COMPROMNISED

SHE
DOESN'T
REMENBER YOU,
OR ME, OK THIS
FLACE ... ANDP IF
SHE'S FAKING,
THEN oHE'© ~-

No. I know what
this is. Let me
talk to her.

w v

It's a

horrible idea,

Bebe.

&0 is
letting them
turn the whole
place into their
braindead
army.

Have you noticed
how Mmany of them
tbhere are now?

She took Your memary,
didn't she?
She erased Wou.
What a horrible thing.

We'll have to see if
We can make her
suPPer Por that.

m————

C'mon, move
that metal,
ballhead!

Ny

But wou
probably

shovldn't be

- here,
o
It's not saPe.
You should get to
another Zone, or at

least into a private
space --

VT

."III
|

A

We live
here.

- _‘-“H\
' We're supposed

T tojust _—
b s sib arovnd

- AN 1"‘“"*—-—'{ and let them |
1] !

»

|'

D takeit? /
| ( Even iP they \r*“’“'—:::\-'m._
'\ gebus, we'll Jknow we did "\
b A something A8

.
b

\d _and besides
' ' we're not
N helpless I

« We've got a

i ~"‘*~..._——|:|—'E-L_

special
tricks.

Whoa!

Those are the conversion

lines over there? You
weren't kidding! Pon't lek
them see

Hou.

Why aren’t
we trashing
those?

I don't think it'd do
Much good. Theyw'd just
remaniPest them, right:Z
We want the people
PUNRingG the lines.

And we had
been working
50 Closely
together, too,
Wou and I.

Po you skill want
that Z Do you want
bo work with me?

Uh ... yes?
Bot I don't
understand --

Damn.
One moment.

Jacquard’

... Like sharing
a brain?

Ok, then [ guess :
Wou'd better come |
with Us. .

You might: want
to put on some
different clothes,
though.

Actoally, I
should probably
do that too.

You yelled?

There are
intruders in the
conversion area.

I've dispatched
interceptors. Go
confirm Ghey
sUcceed.

3
{

|
¥



Shouldn't be Boo Muzh -- Pesistance ...
further ... Up here there should
be a way to get deeper in
wibhout hitting a lot of --

;-
THINK,
SHE'S
FINALLY

REBOOTING.

DON'T KNOW WHY
SONMEONE
WOULD FIC A
PESIGN THAT
ANCIENT ON
PURFOSE

veryone has their own
ideas of stule, Gertrude.
It's @ weakness,
Design standards are 3 1 It's important that you see what
always the way to go. Y L Wou've inPlicted Lpon them.

Good evening! It's

Aeriel, isn't it 7 The

robobic quarter's
only hero?

.-l ‘#r "'

APter all, you're the one that
convinced them to go on that Putile
= . N [ittle "'I.:l:-u i _E'ulrp il it was thei 00
I know WYour seating arrangements rf_ggf;ﬁ"ﬂﬂ f?%habrtg.:ft:}eﬂa'uﬂt:e?:-r'upeaw
probably aren't very comPortable, , L AR = gtk
but we did go to some trouble tio = _ S
LH ; | &1 s a0 bz I' 18] -,'r' W ! > . : :
FE L (=1 =1 = - ¥l gr __."":' - Hlﬂu Fight‘ H':I"I"lll.- IEP t'hEH -!:5';."'!:1 *—:-‘]:'E'ﬂ#l-

e . - .
e ", I hope they're still coherent enough to see
- Wou and recoghize You. I want them to know

e who it was that put them there.
For the next Pew minutes, anyway.

APter that, they won't care.
. . " .

g E They were wour Priends, weren't bhey?
. Do wou Peel guilty about that?

T
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We're not all : ,
: And I'm not really

Three-point
heroes. .
S, in ¢harge.

landing!
The ¢rowd goes wild --
oh --

... just 20 WoU
know, I totally
meant Go do Ghat.

i AR

i |

- Sigh --

Come along if you like. |
9 Can't hurt.

i

""':___

-

-t

J S we have no idea what
we're doing.
v

Oh, hey ... ~ A
Are you a hero group? e
You look like a group. '

Canljoinyou? NE&
SaPety in numbers. & =

=

v  Uh... Wou'd oy
better ask Molly.

8\ ghe's in charge. Oh, well, I'm

Lsed to that.

I was thinking that there
Might be something -- I mean, she's ol
making alterations that no one else is 1 foes! - f -
| doing, and she's doing a lot of them, Yes, there's definitely
Jou khow, we i : . turning people into her robots right some ackivity that couldn't
really shovld have = = ] I and left ... = be anything but that ...
done this in a d
protected block.
Somewhere they
can't get to.

LT

Well, since we're trying
to check on activity in the
commeon areas, I thought it'd
help o be in the commeon

blocks when we did it. :
5 r & , e X
There's no way they U
could trace me here. They
wouldn't have the rights.
e, |
=

... bub there's
too much ol it.

have any

bricks?

i | SRR
el Mgy | e VAR
i f:.;,,r F o P A

Either she's
somehow in hundreds
of places at once, all

over Century, or ...
o ...

Or When she

converts someone, it 40 I'm thinking

starts registering as that's bad?
her. Like they become ———— Mavbe
PORL S et Thdhes They couldn’s have Y but we have
traced me! ' , ko get away

They must have actally Prom them

S2€N U5 S0MEhOW! - First!

Pid you hear
something?

AL

ot
IPItryborun \
down stairs I'l
break my neck. /

|
Especially in
bhose shoes.

4
/7 LcanmaniPest some N7,
disruptiors, and maybe those 8
Will work on them ... 4558

Fi5:
ot

-
T,

- L
“ae =N
e
s il T
ty

But we need a
saPe place where I can
stop long enough to do that, $ %
and those things are goingte |y i x _
Pigure out how to get through A= _ | o . -- @nd fow we are in
451 ._ serious trouble,

that door back there any 4

- L



RS
-i_':. -.

{, ﬂag'r:lunﬂeraeu
: WourselP. I saw you stick
have any special \_ that twarﬁmrﬁ drop.
abilities at allZ " I mean, I guess il
" I'm OK at dodging and
jumping and stuPFP like
that ... ’

S0 You don't

-

B ... And I'm not ™y
horrible in a Pight
but mostiy My
method's tio get out of

the way and let them g8

run inke a wall or
something.

Pon't take it personally.
3pUnds like You've got more
abilities than me.

I'm just trying to Pigure out what
we've got ... and, no ofPense to
any of wou, it's not much.

Is that why we're
just sitting here?

I knew iF we
looked long enough
we'd Pind the
resistance.

2uch as it is.
Hey, dex. Who all you
got here?

Owa, Molly.
April, Briset ... MY
Avnt Ro.

Half the zone
converted and still
lines out the door.

“"Ooh, I want
to be a part of
something.”
"All my Priends are
doing it.."

&

Hey, just

i f
like vs! 10 we're

) anything, we're
o brawlers. One-to-one
| Pighters. We're doing it

. retail while she's

Making them
wholesale.

Pon't bake
this the wrong
way, but --

You were
hoping to Pind
some of the big
hikters,

Most of them
have probably been
taken. static and sylph
have. static's a killer
robot now.

Salamander...
Mmay not be in
entury.

Unless you're @
power, maybe?
Your name's not
ringing a bell ...

The problem is,
street Pighting isn't
going to do it.. She's

Making more of them a
lot Paster than we
¢an beat them
down.

We need a way to

get to the source.

Tackle the problem
at the top.

But becavse we're
all brawlers, I'm having a
hard time Piguring out
how Go do that.

Yeah, I know.
But we still need you ...
especially since right now
Wou're the second strongest

thing we've got, aPter

Ananke
The dom witch or
however You want
to call it?

That's right.
Briset does the same
kind of thing I do,
except she's better
with the robotics.

Jex gave my real
name. I operate as

They don't: notice that

Ananke.

abian's Peet.

¥ I bhink ...
I have a plan of attack.

Almost
Makes you
wonder

... 0h, well, never
mind. It's showtime.

Maybe.

done thisin a
While.
Feels nice,
actually.

As a
human, I
wouldn't get in
the door.

As a robot,
she might
actually listen.

they haven't seen any of those
Priends since they went in? They don't
think about where all the orange

APter I change.
robots are coming Prom? -

You're the tech,
aren’'t you? I bet you're
the tech. Hi.

You've got
SOME nerve,

I'm not
knocking your
stuPP. It's good, OK?
It's a lot betber than
almost anybody else
could put
together,

Maybe.
Bot never
mind that.
We've got to
talk about your
transmitbers.
Are you the one
Who's == hM.

You know, Ghe
interceptors were
prepared to shoob
Wou down next time
they saw you.
Buk every Lime you
go microPrequency to
. signal a single unit, you
take a power hit: on the
Main bands, maybe even
lose signal to everybody
else Por a second. You
don't want that.

Good thing I
came when I did,

And wou're
then, huh? J

getting lovsy
power-to-strength.
You need better
transformer loops,
ones geared
specifically Por
amplification.

Intruder.
Yes.
I know.

She's asked to
spedk to You.

Look, they need to be
better. They've got some
real limitations at scale.

You're not going to be able to
handle the entire Zone with
those, let alone expand

into private data ... ot o

I can do all
that Por you.

I'm watching

She's right: here, her closely.




What's in it Por you?
You want money?

No, I just
want in.

Look, it's not
hard 6o see how this
goes. I Mmean, even
without my help, you're
going to get there
eventually.

I don't have a
problem with that. You
want to run this place?

Knock wourself out.

Wwait!
You need a radio
installed.

For you, Fabian
and Kate, yes. You're

But I'd rather be your
tech than part of your
orange zombie army.

e

It'd be a waste anyway. I'ma
lob more usePul to you as I am.
I'd like to prove that to Wou.

Already
have one.

Use 88 MHz.

That should be low
enough to not interPere
with any of your
other signals.

the only ones whe can
take them on
. Neasonably safely.

Once they
realize they've got a
Pight: with heroes, they'll
send out some of the orange
bipeds. They seem to want to
carry us ofP, instead of
thrawirqu vs inbo the pods. I
don't want to think
about Why.

The rest of US dre going g
to deal with those Pootsoldiers

when they arrive. We're going to -"';h:

Briset ¢an work on them and get
them to tell us where their
boss is hiding.

to separate one, so that April and |

Oryou'd like Pree
rein to sabotage
MY transmitters.

Well, the thing
about that is, you
can check my work.
You'll knowif a
transmitter starts
acking wonky, or
goes oPPline.

Jacquard, I want
Wou to watch her.

Yes. IP she does anybhing
sUspicious, tell me
immediately.

Even if I wanted to
wreck them, how Par do
You think I'd get:?

Gertrude?

OH, LET HER
HAVE A CRaCK aT IT,

"

BOSS . WHY NOTT

") THOSE MICROFREQUENCIES

ARE A UTTLE LOSSY ...

Covertiy, I
ds5uMe.

Very well.
darry on.

Once she Pinishes, we'll
assess Whether she's as
valuable as an independent
entity as she thinks she is.

I strongly suspect she is not.

I think we've

caught them as thenifre
see
Pive of the ball things ... of

wrapping up here ...

course, they may have
carpried some ofP
already ...

Bad, because it's too late
to rescue them, but goed, I

guess, becavse nobody will be
running around screaming and
getting in the way.

Fabian, you
want to start?

Wow!
Three down
dlready ...

Yes, but where
are the orange
robots?
They should be --

I think he really

enjoys that. -- What am [

Wouldn't hearingz

Wou?




"“

@et it together!
_ahe‘ﬁ tearing vs up!

e

She's burned two
of me already!
A

SUFTENdEer ak Once.
FUEhEr MESISEANCE LLILL bE ] .-
harShLY PUNISHEd. - ; —
Ty B - — I didn't want o --

I kept i:-erlmg gse{ﬂ, “no, no,
she's not in Century” --

She can't be --

Fabian, take
her down/

I can't get her!
She's too Past!
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