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WAUGGaH! >

It's a very simple question.
Answer it and we ¢an be done with this.
— Are you a hero?

- 7

\ &
w E _.;- g
»
»
i

d

You tiried to Pight: back.
That's something they
do. They Ghink they're

entitled to resist.

We take special care
witih Ehem.
Are you a hero?

No!
-= urrrgh --
I'm 8 normal person you
= AAAGH! --
kidnapped oPP bhe Pucking street!

Very well.

Go drop her into a trooper body, I suppose.
I was hoping Por something more interesting.

And, Gertrude ...

I'mreal bo >
you, my liktle
birdbrain.

> Tl always
" be real to You.
}'cru re nevergoing
{, to be able to get
\, Meout of your
. head.

You're still
ih your cage,
even when you
can't see it, and
I'm never going to
let: Yyou of it.
Ever, :

No ... :
That's not, -- You're not

Leave me alone! going te
You're not even real!

,!&"P

a
f’ﬂﬂ‘ ..‘ -r/

r“‘-‘._‘_ ‘__..-.__l.

——

..I S
Y 100 (B
Y mucH ouice ~

MaYBE? 7 [ I'mbarely vsing any!
Just an occasional jolt
to keep her From
recalling.

her Prom interfering
with the cage.

What was that?

éﬂrmhlégspgfld EY No, I want her unimpaired iP

. s [~ ' N AR ) : Bl possible. I think it would be
I don't speak bird! - L= petber to geb what we need

Prom her via cooperation.
And you never
__have anything

She's off in her own world
Pight now. I don't know
what's going on. I'd swear
she was making bird noises.

We ¢an give her tine.
IP she's still like this in a day or
two, then we'll need to consider

i 'remedies, but ot vet.




Got some Pood You weren't ready Por
over there ... her to show up.
""" T OK, maybe wou Proze.

The rest of us didn't
Preeze, and she kicked our
butts anyway. She was too
much Por vs. We've got to
Pigure that out, sure.

But how's that
Wour Pavlt?

Didn't sleep last
night either, I bet.
And you didn't get
: those two captured.
I "-} & know how , £ Madeline wasn't paving enough

THE TEAM HAS SPENT

IN N UNUSED PART OF candiiie, - e attention. I saw her. She
THE COMMON AREAS. wanted to be in the Pight and

didn't look behind her. And
Orchid ran in after her.
You tried to stop her!

NONE OF THEM WANTED
T8 && HOME, LEAVE
THE ZONE, OF &UIT.

WELL, THAT'S NET @
RUITE TRUE. AT LEAST _ -

; . ust seems to me
ONE OF THEM WANTED ... Jou didn't Puck it up. : rih; Wou've got enough

baking on -- <
Yeah? = e
IP I didn't, who did?

er#‘ﬁ aPight it — = X | . : . ?ﬂw”ad;dﬁgfhi% b
" going on down ' ‘ T — _ ' . / :
there. Robots

\ making trouble. 4
S a It wasn't!

: R . She was protecting a
" You're gonna give A : ' . i bunch of people. I guess
me heart Pailire B8 : B - -‘ . they all ran off.
leaning out on the f
edge like that.

I don't know
iP it does any -

0 4
PO R0 i m Euruale.

We could try o
get her help!

LoisZ
Ha.
We could vse her,
Por sure ...

':'eah, but she Hey, who gave

% - 7
doesn't Lois, look out! them guns

Poin’ all right.

Yeah.

Thing is, they
don't stay down
... and Lois’ stupp
wears off --

-- hey, did
Wou just see
somebhing
Moving back
there?



&N A NEARBY ROOF.

Yeah. Let's grab
B one of them and clear
1 oLt While we can. I'm
worried about --

Back ovt/
Fast/

Her lighthing

Pield's way vp. You
¢an't let her even get ﬁf}

near you!

I wonder iP
they realize
that's not the
answer ...

._ar.. 4
Y

{jﬁ?ﬂi’%ﬁ -',%T :
#ﬁ“ﬁqﬂ' s

A
We have to
retreat!

X
f-:-:a :

o
s g
5

s
b

L

C T

Wonder iP I r:an
aim this thing ...

R

You know, I
know Wou're back
there. You might as
well come out.

Save you a
lot of tirouble
tailing me iF you
just do it out in
the open.

Not again.

Poesn't dent her,
though. Pamn.

She didn't want
You to know ...

¥ Eh.Iknew she
didn't trust me. She
M never even asked me
MY name.

v dpeaking of,
what did she call
Wou? Jacquard?
Like the loom?

I didn't Figure it
would. See iF you can
get the Pluers.

Yeah!
There we go.

Damn it, Lois!

Everyboay
get ovt!
&Go!
Now!

Hello,
Jacquard.
I'm Mint.

gince you're
going to be around
anyway, you can help
Mme With these
Lpgrades.

che's only ever
going to be convinced
once she sees the
improvements, so the
Faster we can do them,
the betber.

Actually I was
worried it was going
to be Naomi.

Bub static is
just as bad.

static? .
. That's static? =

-
i 5

. Lois, stop!

Her range is longer =
Or they'll come than yours! -
shoot Us in the back

While we're running.

But they'll ;
carry her off!

And iP we try to
get her, we'll get:
Zapped and they'll
carry vs ofP.
There's nothing
we can do. Go. I'm |}
right behind you.




We grabbed one
of the ones Lois
petrified. Had to wait
Por it bo wear off
before we could
restrain them.

Excuse the table.

Probably can't hear Wou.
When she did the brainbots,
they couldn't. All they covld hear
were the things she was
broadcasting to them.

She also
doesn't seem to
like letbing bhem

spedk.

It was what we had.

But Briset

¢an't get any kind

—

/"1 think I can Pix both
of those things.

oP response out of

Lhem at all.

converst ...
assist ... convers ...
assist ...

But who are wou

assisting?

.. Where is she?

voice ...
instructions...
entity ... convers ...
assist ...

..-—""rfl-_.‘

ONE LONE, PAINFUL EXPLANATION LATERE ---

... bt I don't remember ...
they asked me to join the revolukion
... get an vpgrade ... I went in ...
that's all there is ...

And you
don't know
anything about
the woman
ordering Wou

around. g

I really don’t want to
cause you undue pain.
But it will get worse iP
you don't cooperate.

-~ rhg --
No, it won't.
-- hAE --
Not much worse,
anyway.

And you think that
becauvse --¥

She was just a
voice ... in MYy head
... 1 did what she
said to do ...

There we go. @
litkle hardware
Lpgrade, just For ;au,
Isn't that nice?
Now you can hear me.
And I know you're very
inberested in what

I'm saging.

Now that you have a
Voice box, Wh not tell | o =
Me about wourself? e
: A 4

Ho entity ... . “*‘ﬁ&
no... ;

sl
no entity ... instructions Oh, but we're ",
... (nstructions ... revising that! You're

| getting a system vpdate
too. What are wour

_— . instructions?

What ...
what just
happened?

Where am I7
... Why do I Peel s¢ weird?
Why does everything look weird?

You probably want to
try to recall, now that
Wour head's clear.

And we need to relocate
in @ hurry. I'm sure they were
sending distress calls, whether
they knew it or not.

the truth.

L You wouldn't lie to
me, I know.

... Well, it was
worth a shot.

You use radio.
But ... can't just send
messages and ... have people
do what ... you tell them.

That's
what ... vse the
shocks Por. Disable the
brain ... but Wou want
something ... From me ...
can't shock ... koo much ...
or can't get what you
want.

Becauvse I've

- hggl~
Pigured it out.

40 You can just
-= PPgh! -~
go &6 hell.

And then we can try o
Pigure out what on earth we're
going to do next.

What an archaic concept.

-

I don't believe in hell. I don't
imagine Wou do either.

X
/ \h""‘tl

You're very clever,
but I khew that.

¥

\\
»

I can wait. I'm not |
going anywhere.

¢

B Neither are you.
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THAT HER — _ = _ : D D
5 .!"I. ? F, " = B . o i
S Eﬁgﬁéﬁf HLH: TN a . You know, she was J .

g - ¥ Bt she didn't - '
< WHILE AGO. - . i L @ really good Priend, | I always hoped one day
| & Por years. S onderstand when I s She'd jOiR UP ... be robobic ...

went militbant. then maybe ...

L A &

BOSS' \
FERNISSION TO KEEF
THIG ONE . I REALLY e, :
NEED SOME HELF e el PLEASE. I'M

AROUND HERE. e GOING TO
TOUCH, NOW. THAT ACTIVATE IT.

MACHINE'S A LITTLE & , _ rad B
soureery. (8 ~, ¢ = b--;

|| NOTE THAT LOIS PROBABLY WOULDN'T RECOLLELT THAT THE WAY IX DOES, &SIVEN HER REMARKS AND BREACTIONS IN #34.

e S =

OH, LOOK S, o seec BE : )
‘qT III"FDU.'-I- x == . :'-.-' .':'.'._ ' - '-'.:_. 1 = il |'T]ll'f' NLQI'TLE =
- S TR | SPANNER.!

NOW JUsT walT
THERE FOR A SEC,
I'lL GO GET YOU

SOME GEAR.

I'm
GERTRUDE'S
HELFER.!
PO YOU NEED
REFPAIRST

WE'VE BOT
A LoOT 10 DO
CAN'T &TAND AROUND
TALKING TO
STRANGERS .

:t JI:

IPT were still
| | into that kind of thing,
| [ \ ok : S you can believe I'd find
Botinioia | | | RN i _ ot | somebhing better, or at
Tl LR ' least more interesting,
Por them to do than
Hothing.

Goes to the
trouble to make an o
army and then just has \
them stand around, b

You skill don't
trust me.

Got push.
An't Porgot.

And an't none
sure how get Prom
skel 50 easy.




S

You leave too
many words out.
. — =  ~_ Ve
/" No, never mfnd,“} f

=

I did, that I was
trying to do ... April
showed me I wasn't
redlly interestedin |
doing them. It's that /£

simple.

s

%

r ‘l'
-

.--—"-.'F

Look, I like
controlling people. I like
making them helpless. The other
parts were ... kind of a side
ePPect. I didn't want to run the
place. I didn't really want an
army. I just like Pucking
with people.

And April showed me that
there were a lot of people who
liked being Pucked with, liked
being made helpless ... as long as
it was bemporary.

As long as it was Por Fun.

&o how they have Fun
and I have Pun, ana 1 make
some money, andl don't have
to deal with trying to take
over the world.

/

They're k

everywhere!
She's got to have

almost all of IF we go down

My motivations are eas
The eyebot queen's aren't.
They baPPle me.

Her motivations ... °
and her methods. )

Molly saus they're
receiving broadcasts, and
proved it ... but that

shovldn't be enough. I can manipulate

someone's mind, get them bo
do what I tell them From my
words alone ... in certain
situations ... and it has to be
very personal ... and one
person at a time.

Yeah.
Han't got virus,

what? Getbing Aundreds of

people to do what she tells
them to do, just Prom talking
into bheir ears ... I don't
believe it. I don't believe
: anyone can do that.
L There hasto be

 somebhing else to it.

I think we didn't
hotice the early signs
becauvse they were all

happening in the robotic
quarter. That's surely

Century by now!

there, they'll wake |
f“"-'l‘.-u,_

vp and they'll all
attack vs.

.. Where this began.

o

There's been an
attitude ... especially
since they started going
50 separatist, but they
wenre like that before too ...
“they don't want tic have |

A anybhing to do with us, so /
We Woh't have anuthing 4
R to do with them." :

-
-
iy
- .
S

_—__',""-———._.___‘_

No, that's not what
I mean ... how did it
happen so Fast=

Two days ago, hobhing,
and now she's got the

bhink it was really
that Past.

" 8p we haven't been
keeping an ewe on them as
Much as we should.

It's a blind spot.

People began
P g ... Even Naomi had it.

disappearing before
that. Nina said static
hadn't been seen
Por days.

i
N
—
.
o T
H‘I‘H'I“.h .
s

BUT WE KNOW SOMETHING MOLLY DOES NOT-
7 \

That's right. I want
Wou to lose Wourself
completely. -

You're a stupid little
bird, and alwaus will be. No
matter what you pretend to
be, Por Wourself or Por
anyone else..

I'll always be in here to
remind you. When Wou Ghink Wou
manage to be human, when Yo bhink
Wou're putting yourselP back to

some kind of normal ... .

... I'll come out and make
Wou see the truth again.

EiFeen,

A

P ™

Y BE
| M

i
[

- 'J’nﬂ'& lemlr’.ﬂ

You Ghink You're
going tio keep me in
here? You think you can
control me that
easily?

own this cage.
I own this door,
I own this whole

damred Zone.

—

I'm not very \
| hopeful, let's put it
L that way.

; She's taken too
‘ much. We don't have
the tools.

wants to stop here. That's why N
I she wanted Monica. Monica could
get her into the private areasof [~ =
bhe Zone. Take over people's
personal spaces.

I'm 50 glad Meonica :
got out of Century.

—

IF we somehow manage
to get out of this, we
should look inbo that.

I'M sick of wou
and I want wou ovt
oFP My heaad’

You're wrong!
You've always been wrong!
And I don't have to listen bo wou!

"

~ It's past ime
Wou learned what
that means,

",




They aren't goﬂ&g 60 gmp @
¢avsing trouble. Even if the i :
never get anywhere, we can's N_T Let Me do it.
bake the chance on it.

i I.
. .1-
Which means we 1 A
need to find them. -
3 h
A | —
i {
s
J
Jf
il Al Briset kbnows is
' - that I was taken Prom
. - their place. She thinks I'm

— P still under her control.
SURE, SO

TO HAVE GOTTEN 1
THE HANG OF HIDING - I ¢an convince her

FROM THE ,
INTERCEPTORS. of that. Easily.

WE NEED TO
SEND SOMEONE TO
GO SEARCH FOR THEM
--- AND YOU PUT
JACQUARD ON
ASSIGNMENT ...

Assuming I can
Pind them, they'll let
me walk right in.
Probably even ask

r Mme b0 join them.
But wouldn't wou say You

were a bit compromised?

o R - O - | s ; .
THE MICHENER ESTATE, HIBHPOINT. AT - :
|  EEHE e cp——————— / She wouldn't talk 60 - ‘T'nfre e
. : FRST ' B ' f’ me either. said she knew ( iisac s ceioplal W

] Prevost let me in, bub wh
\ What1was doing, and 2" pinit seem like he was \ can'tjost-- &

listening to a word I said.

supposed to be
doing most of
this? It's your
Pight: ...

7 Didn't you just
hear Sergi say
she ofPered him
4 _ her boayz A&
Maybe N ' - ™~ >
send Sergi to | Y = i;\
talk to him? b .
' | 7 IP asacrifice ™\
< = . [ like that doesn't
It's yours too! : _ ST R work, what; else do )
We're allin trouble iP ~ . | : | . Yovexpectusto
we don't get it together T : % N, bhrow at him? /
before Scholz decides . N f : iy ot
o Lo make her move. & - _

And they _ S A ~ On it

= b/ won't talk bo me

wasn't a

| like bhey will to You. _ o ( sacribice really!
BN Thallium, Por p— . Tl | | - -- giggle -- |
MOTHER COBVEN, example. s Ty e F : i r \, Ithink he's kind //

| LEADER AND BASICALLY
ALL THAT'S LEFTOF |
| THE OBDEE OF VISION- |

of hot..

I told him I'd Pool i) & Xes
around with him if he youy . - NS \
helped out! i . l:r‘ That's not the ']

R \_ point, love. )

-~
.

-—

=
e, | i l l
E’.‘--{HJ‘:L y N 1 'i i .

Don't look at me. BV then etz ey . R

I'm not; his type. “wgf bhat. We need any /5*’_‘1""““ S| ——
S solution here we LT Thaven's H{' T —
SR\ can get. approached Isidore %\ , z e
o web. Shovld I try, or I L BN 1 URE
) . Would it be betterif ) e

,.one oF Yoo did?_7" oropapiy better it we do. N\ L

Besides your two
RN, The Isidores are ... quirky. SRR

! estates? Basically, nothing.
Several of the small estates

!

3
have given commitments, bub _ | | ' ) 1§ , _ i I
S they're onl ya Pew people x v e | & .
I each. That's not goingto 4 . - N : | _
_ help vs. _ | ;

LOUISE SOILEAU-

That's ohe
The obher two mid-sized . W way bo pub it.
estates besides yours are -
Thallium, whe won't, speak to vs, and
Stone ... and I'm not sure how to

approach stone.

d No, you're

!‘ hot ... but you
! know Who might
We really do need \ , i
Prevost. v . be? Oona.
His i5 the only large estate

lePt, with Scholz having

eaten Delp.

Well, yes, I know ...
but I think we can get
’ . house Isidore on board
Well, I'mt not : without much trouble ... and
going to ofPer to then if we can convince her
sleep with him. to approach Prevost
Sergi Mmay think he's
hoti, but I think he's /
d jackadss. d

’ h \ v B Y N o) . & i !
.| x Nl W S . \ 7" 1

WE MET THE S£ILEAUS IN #45. : _ . — — : THESE TWE HAVE ONLY BEEN SEEN ONCE, IN #55, AND N2T YET [DENTIFIED .- B8

= =3 .=« BUT WE D2 KNOW WHES THEY WERK FOE.

e T

o T, -
/7 Thisisntjust a =\ . | l' —
r : Al ; 2 : :
/question of ¢cribical > You told us this B

mass, Once we get, | " P, ; N
\ Prevost's people, we'll / - /'Was a defensive measure! \

- That we were getting
L 0 AING L LAk _ I _ together to keep Prom
SN A\ N\ being attackea!

\ e

J

i 57,
dePinicely )/ [3 :

Yes, I did, and that's certainly how
We ¢an go ... bub consider this:

Do you bhink it would be better to wait Por
8cholz to try bo overrun us, or -- iP we have
SUPPicient Porces -- bo make the Pirst move

ourselves and possibly gain an advantage

we wouldn't have obherwise?

—

ol 3
Nt - —

N,

e




Mon,
skels, haoll =
F I bet they can't
hear wou.

You're right,
thovgh, they need
L torun Paster.

We have to time
bhis just right, and I
can Peel static coming
around the corner.

All right,
tatic --

Her real
name's Alicia.

Jex, Ho, Kate,
keep the others
Prom getting back up
again! Fabian, stomp on
stabic if she tries to
Mmake trouble!

Alicia, you
know who you
are. You're not
this. Bemember
yourselp.
Come back.

Gonna break off
anything that even looks
kind of like an antenna ...

You don't belong bo ™
ker. You don't belong to
anyone. And iP you need |,

'\ someone to belong to, we [
¢an do a lot betiber -~ /

Can'treally Y i s il : r
blame her ... /Wiy R [ > \ e

" Oh, no, not )
at all. g

g

Let's all get out ™
of sight: beFore they 1
start sending |
reinforcements. /|

But: we really
needed her.

And iP she's
smart, she won't
come back.

Congratulations,
Wou did it/

... and she recalled
as soon as she got her
head back.




ABOVE THE FIELD OF BATTLE ... ,
Aren't we done? You said

that was the last one ...

" It was, but I'm
getting some weird
readings.

Po me a Favor? Go
stand by the transmitter.
I'm going to run a couple of

A loops and yell some nombers
Por you tio compare to.

Hey, are You ever going to give me
those numbers, or did something --

Come on,
- UH ﬁ_l'r o
LEEHE; ooUs ..

Now, let me see f
what I've got Wing <o
around that'll get ¢

that door open.

You just have to .
-~ Urgh -- what a relief.
run one manifest.
One little thing.

I can see why it
works. Another couple of
hours of that and I'd
probably do anybhing just
to make it stop.

I shovld
recall ... buL P I
\ do that I might not
(' be able to get back in
, here again ... and
( Ghis is Where the
trouble is.

Besides, Monica's
probably in here
somewhere, and

probably needs help. ~= 5igh --

I 8o mUCh hate
wearing pants.

I think this is ol ]
going to callPora &
g personal sacrifice,
— = T bhough.




Oh, look, there 7o can ron, but See?

she is -- bhe e | : You can't hide! AR Tripped right over
Pearless leader. R _ B | those big Peet.

he

e ... Actvally, you
What a laugh. ¢an't even run,

Why aren't: Iirjﬂu |
laughing? | &

s

Just as incompetent
at that as at
everything else.

B It's a little insulting,

actually. You're the valiant leader of

the resistance? You're the
best anyone could do? One begins to Peel like one is [ , T
hot being taken serigusiy. . All wour Priends ... imagine what
they could have done, how Far they
could have gotten, if they'd had :
sgMmecne competent to lead them. | Look ati them now.,

— & Such @ waste.

{

1t's time Por you to
join them, Wou know., It was always going to

end that way. The only person who didn't
redlize was you.

. \ |
: .:- 3 | /

It's the part you were born to play.

But don't
Peel bad! &

.-"'-'-..._
“’/-’:“*\SJ;J
A

N I have a new
position in mind
Por Wou.

7
N

You'll still get to
be the leader!




Fell sleep.
Bad dream.

... I don't
bhink we can keep
going like this
much longer.

Han't got none
else yet, tho.

"

—_

: > {l_, I‘f'i"l like Wou. II_J'U‘Eﬂ . - That's a long story.
4aving the world? \ like @ good Pight. A i
That's what: Molly says. : - :

.

==
J—

: | Even when I Pound
No, I mean ... out I could split, I didn't
I'm not @ hero. I only do Lhink that meant I had some
this becavse I like to get in kind of higher purpose or
\, Pight:s sometimes and ... | \ anybhing. Just made the

.

other things. - ~._  Pights more Fun.

’ " Does that me T ¥
( Wou don't want to

I don't have any talk about it 7
powers, I'm not -=— ; by

7 You're here, though. And
You've made it this Par.
Must have somebhing.

You covldn’t always --7

I mean, we're going to go on who Hﬂ;}'"r 00 HC GUE?
) iy What happened?
belongs here, I don't either. PP

_""‘“--.‘ T = i
. — — Honestly, I don't
4 Sy ¥l
than On, HTEM‘:’-FE You know, I wouldn't even know that I have the
agﬂﬁmﬁ ﬂp”j’;”eg; /" necessarily make people pay -- I imagination Por it. I mean, you
T e mean, I don't have a lot of expenses, but two have to come up with
we're at the point where we need to stories and such.
.. Charge just so there's some kind of
= limit on people coming in.

e

It's vavally not
much of a story.
* You ought to
consider it!

The same one over
and over, in Pact.

Anyway, I don't have
any malice ... it's all just
play. When it's done, we

kiss and they go home. And
then, probably, come
back next week.

Briset
Mso ... I don't know, I might : Might have
not be cut out to be a dom. It L SOME.

always Peels 50 ... mean. She's meaner

than I am. (&

But it's what
they want!

I don't Peel bad 0 & ... Well, not

getting ofP on what - : ;
happens to them if I know | T %gfﬁf;ﬁ'fmiggﬂg

they're getting ofP on it leave a mess. They'd be
too. And believe me, ,- better like that.

they are. But I don't.

- —

: -
“ Ever sgen

iibd. Palliers.
f
HH-TE::E% e Met one.

Rosh. Orux tho.

@}

L AT
'.-—_[ e LF-I— ey
- [

We've ga; ‘:3;_ e ; . I'm Beeswax.
trovble: This is Threadbare.

" 220 ) s : usually look
That's ™ ( Give us room to ) like this,
hot ohe of land, pleage? _ :

L

hers ... - . i : - ?UFEJH Wou
* 2 - . d [Tgb F;lfl:aﬂuf';ﬁpm’-” Well, we've kept:
- - . seeing Wou While we were
h working, and You look like the

§ i ohly people doing something

No, but I f ' : about all this, 50 You're the
d a"tlgi : ' - 1 ones who need our
WhALTL (5., / i S | inPormation.
’ l § Jres, | Let: me sit: down.
\ Fluing on Threadbare is

Everybody be

% really uncomPortable.
ready! ®

IF YoU ARE DETERMINED (O BOBED), YOU CAN FIND THEEADBARE IN THE SKY IN TWE PANELS IN #53.




Threadbare
and I came into
this Zone becavse
we'd gotten some
reports about use of

some tech we're
interested in. We
didn't expect to

Bind all this.

Yeah, I know radio.
When I was a teenager,
there was some, Por a
while. Played old music.
Somebody told me they
were up on top of 8

Their dignals need
building somewhere.

help to get all over the
common spaces of Century,
so thege people have set up a

bunch of retransmitters.
We wouldn't

vsvally geb
involved, but it seems
like you've got a real
problem here. I mean, I
assume you don't want a
mind-controlled robot
army taking over
the place.

B the signals and boost them
Oh - You can vse it Por : and pass them on.

things besides music?

Whoever's doing
this is Lsing radio to
control them. We haven't
Pigured out: all of it.
There's a piece missing.
Po any of you know
what radio is?

" The signalg are stronger
o when they’re close to the
antennas. You can usge that to figure
out which way they're going. So we've
heen checking all the antennas, and
now we Enow where the signalsg are
coming from. We know where
their bage is!

Absolutely. You can
send and receive all
kinds of things.

Bot you can't contirol
people with it. You can send
them 8 "hey, do this" message --
we've listened in on those -- bub
you can't just make them doit.

We don't know how that part
works. Yet.

I knew it was
some kind of

gy The question now is
transmission ...

what you want to do
about it.

I'M going 6o Pind you
sooner or later, and I

wilf get: what I want.
I have eyes and ears .

everywhere in this
Pacility, Monica.

How long do Wov imagine
You ¢an do this?
I'm just curious,

Why prelong this chase?

All it takes is one sound.
One tip of one tioe cauvght
ON one camera.

One mistake.

"-d'--\"'-\:\-:_‘??l' ——

M

" Damn it, bhis i5 %
'5UP|‘JG"5IEd tobe a
3 secret hideout.

... and once again it's "OK,
Molly, what's the plan®"

Onaroofin
the robotic
quarter?

y' Youknow T
! you've been ¥\
going about this
the wr'ang way.
L Ground Pights
aren't going to

I don't know how to explain
to everybody that I am the
absolute worst person to be in
charge of this stupid HL! :
I.". T

The Plying
Y ones are the only
ones who can get vp
here, and they Pigure
they control this area,
, 50 they don't bother
i patrolling.
Who are you?

IP wou lose
one perspn in a
ight and they lose |

iPty, it's still a
win For them. -

... OK, that's
surprisingly
sound.

Yeah, I know. /(3
Thanks a lot For ik i
reminding me ; v
o ;ﬂ ¥ .-‘ .

ey Well ... iP you

SR want to do it the
e ight way, I have
. What you need.

and them both
show Lp and ofPer
tio help within like
ten minutes of
each other?

I mean,

OK, even iP
Hou're both legit,
Wwhere've Wou
been?

Thank you!

What she said. I don't know

anything about these '\
people. Ik's taken me a

while to alter all the
transmitbers, and there
was no point coming to

PFind you bePore that

< Why would
we do that when
all the robotics

were happy to roll
over and join the

" Then
You've been wasting parade?

was done.

It's taken vs
this long to
triangulate the
source of the
transmissions!

bime on Ghat 7

Everybody knows where she is.
You can see it From here!

Have any of wou even
bothered to talk to any
rebotics during any of this?
4 Have you bothered to set Poot
in the robotic quarter
before now?

What good

would talking to any '@

oFf them do when
they're the Fucking
problem?

That's not true/

Ok, some of them wanted to throw
everybody else out of Century. Yes.
But they got suckered. Alf of them
got suckered. No matter what
they thought they wanted.

they're
idiotis.

Oh, and it
would never
happen to
You?

Both of wou calm down.

This doesn't get
Us anywhere.

Mint, what exactiy
have you got



I know someone Who
¢an probably help vs.

That's great,
and will definitely
change the odds

7 Ok. What she's doing with the
/ signals is very sophisticated.
| MicroPrequencies. Some things she
\_Sends to all units. some things are
sent only to a single vnit.

One of the signals
she sends everyone isn't
really a message. It's a wave
/' that triggers periodic small
electrical shocks that the robot
bodies are all equipped to deliver.
The shocks distract their brains.
They keep getiting interrupted
when they try to think Por
themselves, 5o they just
accept her instroctions
instead.

still going to need
better resources. I
just don't think we
have the strength
to charge in.

Very clever.
And nasty.

I agree, especially
since there's still a liktle
uhsolved problem ...

I haven't wanted to go
to her becauvse I'm not sure of
her loyalties, but I think we're
past that now and we're going
Lo have to risk it.

: I've rigged all oP her
transmitters. I can make them all stop
working. All at once. Then she can't broadcast
any signals to any of them, including the
disroption wave, and she loses all her
street troops at the same time.

Bot, Uh, do we have any
better resources? |

Thanks.
WI b's impart-ahbbp
; ould wou turn o
Ok, I'm Wour Pield Por @
suddenly a lot N second? We've got 4
less worried robotics with vs. &
about her i
loyalties.

I'M not letting any \
robotics in here.

S Open vp! We
2 need your help!

Thew're on our

Ne kidding.
side, Azv!

: There are no
robotics on "our side."
Not right: now.

It might not
be saPe Por usto
go into that Pield
gither ...

I'll &ry ib Pirst. T'NI
just goin a little. IP I
Pall ever, Wou shovld be : i, ™ __ _
able to pull me out. : R '™
' IF yOU'BE NEW HEBE —— YOU POOR CONFUSED THING —— AZU IS THE
"PUABTERMASTER" FORB MANY OF CENTUBY'S SUFPEEHEEOES AND SUPEBVILLAINS. (0

there? she'sthe
. reason I'm on their
. enemies list to 4
> begin with. &

A 3 — e
\ i “ I i e \ _
B E Wity [st { ] We didn't even " - 7 And coming N\
. — - | i p . e
- i readlize how much it V ; 4 Eram Hou/You see N
L] - £ Was happening onil | your Priend Briset \
=t

two daus ago.

i Il

/" Ixneverdid N
| believe me whenI =
told her I didn't have
. ar%j information on A
riset's virus,

And when I told her ~<
I was in no way going to
help this eyebot woman with
\ her conquest, she toldme I
% had a target on My back

... 50 Wou're at the
Prom then on.*

point where you're
going to raid her base,
and only just now
coming to me?

I didn't expect Ix to
understand the difference .
between "I equip heroes and villains
alike" and "I support the Pascist
takeover of Century,” becavse she's
hever been very bright, but I
certainly would have expected
Hou to! -

only when
Wou need help?
Didn't occur to Wou,
"Hey, let's go check on
Azu, she might be in
. trouble?”

And, Azv, honestly, how ™
were we to know that you'd be
on their enemies list? 1 mean,

You've alwaus had a policy of
providing services to everyone,
' ho matter how Muﬁlf“:..rfm_____

el

WHATZZ

... Al right.

Fine. Let's go one-bu-one and

,r""’- Do you realize S\
they've been trying to I'll see what: T can do.

break in here For a

y
il

weeks

The two of vs only
really do well
commando-style --

Dalliers,
hw? I don't
imagine there's
much I can do
Por wou.

Probably not.
Threadbare is
staying as she is
and loading some
weadpons. I have a
heavy maintenance
s0it I'm going tio
pull up.

I equipped
both of You. How's
that doing? Any
changes?

Well, this all
makes my job
MUCh Simpler.

I'm Bine
with just My
doplicates,

thanks.
around and cub

throats. I'm not v
surprised.

I wouldn't

mind having a dlready have the

kit Por that. We've

Body armor?
Weapons?

Thew'd only get
in MY way.

Not unless you
¢an give me better
protection Por my

hands.

¢hab With You
some Lime,
bhough.

also got a couple of
guns the team
confiscated. We'll
carry those.




~ Impact suit,
huh? T know that
MmaniPest. It's 3

good model.

] wr
; You may not
/  have won any of
Wour Pights, buk wou
haven't lost any yet
either. You're still here.
You're skill going. I realize
Wou may not consider
that competence,
but it is.

~ Whe put that
idea in wour
head? NaomiZ

But it's purely
dePensive. For this,
wou're gapftgg to want :
. Some ofPense ... y t it
_ /' known when they said
5 1 "Hey, let's get some
" . bpg rades" who they
e

”~ -~ Medlly meant.
~ They know I'm not up 6o ™
( this. Why don't they pick )

Actually, it
was when Nina ...
well, never mind.

Uh. some of it
was Naomi.
soMephe else to be in charge,
. thenZ Why do they ask the
“‘x incompetent one? /

And sometimes
— 7" leadership is just being
/ the person willing to step up
and take a stab at being the
leader. They don't want the job,
none of them. You don't want it

I know.
You Peel you
shouldn't have
to be a hero to
have a place.
I agree. You
shovldn't.

But we
have to deal
witih things as
they are, and I
think Ghis will make
wour situation
, MUCh easier in
Mmany ways.

Did wou design
that outPit
wourself?

/7 1don't think 9
( they consider you
EHCGMFEt-EHﬁ -

| 9

Even if that
were trve, where is
. Naomi right now?

She's been

turned into a giant

You're \
going to tell me Y
it's horrible, £

huh?

Oh, I've seen much
worse. It's cube ... and I
gather your style's mostly
acrobatic, so it's important
it doesn't: hinder your
movement ...

But I think Por this

we're going to need to give
Wou more. We can't armor
You heavily, but we can

That just
_leaves you ...

give Wou some help.

4brip out 0P bhab, N\
and let's see what we
can put together. [/

I'm not a customer,
I guess ... because my
niece thinks I can't
handie myselp.

An't crux!
Know Hou can.

An't want you get
hurt, k¥ Get in bad slide,
,  han't get you loose ...

killer robot.

Now, let's see ... a5 I said,
dePense is good, but You
dePinitely need some kind of
oPPensive capability. And
inPormation tiools, I think.

And iP you're going to be
hanging out with Naomi, wou
probably want to be able to

Ply.

I don't know that I'm
going to be hanging vt
witih Naomi anymore.

You don't know
that you won't be.

... All right.

either, but You're doing it
\, becavse nobody else will. IP

L

\
\

e

—

C

Oh, don't
worry. I wasn't
going to lose the

kitty thing.

Now, Ghen ...

MM ...

But I get to worry
about you while you go ovt
and get into itZ Is that
Pair? An't stiyle, girl.

kbut ...

ou don't: think Ghis i

, that's not leading, I don't
know what is.

Well, I 4
appreciate Wou
saying that ... but I'm
hot equipped ... 1
Mean, a beam of
heroes ...

M T amis arisk ...
they can’t Pight iP they're
constantiy having to
watch out: For me ...

... overkillZ

No, not: at all!
Especially not when
Wou may be about to
Fight who knows how

many robots, I'll walk you

through the
Peatures. The wings will
take a while to learn to
handle, so avoid
depending on those
Por now.

. The edges of
/ those big claws are
dull. They're a power
sweep. Hook someone
| With them like you're
[\ playing jai alai and see
how Par you can
toss bhem.

I'd be careful
about Lsing them to
stabwith, though. The
points are not dull.

I've added
several other things
Wou'll Rind helpPul. They
shovld act as avgments
to your vsval style
without getting in your
way. Let's go over
them.

S

&tay here Por a while.

gettin so what I do.
An't what you do.

... 16 shouldn't have

I don't think you're a
risk, and I don't bhink you
have a capability problem.

I think you have a
confPidence problem.

7" And Wes, Wou do need
better equipment, but isn't
y that why you're here?

It's time Por Wou to
become a hero.

I have no idea
what to vse as a
name ...

You don't have to
worry about that right
now eit:her. Fabian s&ill

hasn't picked one.

You know, Wou
could Lse @ new
: name. How about
"Lynx?" keeps the kitty
thing, but it's a lob
shorter to shout in
a Pight.

Until we know how it went.
IF it went well, then they'll

bo be what wou do.

come tell us Pirst.

IP it doesn't gowell ... I

may need wour help Por the
hext step.

IguessI'lirecall...I'llgo
hide in my house ... but you'd

better come tell me what
happened, wou understand?

Which may be evacuating
anyone lePt we can get out, but
let's not ¢ross that bridge until
we have to.



... Ghe only question
lePt is Liming.

I don't know iF it's
better to go in now or
waib until [aber tonight.
Any thoughts?

I know Wou can
hear me. You've got
'\ that big microphone
v hanging out like --

.I.-"'; - \.1'"'-.
{ == anyway, come
| on.Ineedtoshow |-

\_ You something. / \-‘

LY I

2
\

Go on!
Go get a good look.

T
1&.’2’

=
&l

... bhought You'd want to see it, and - Did You get it? v
since You can't get at it directly ... I showed the interceptor

becavse I knew it could get | &

the inPo to You before I could £

... We have to hurry, they
move alot ... .

AND We
DON'T THINK
THERE'S ANY ; - _ v '
CHANCE THIS I don't bhink she's capable of o %EE[: Eﬁﬁgﬁﬂﬁ TIE
COULD BE E.mre-t.hihg .th at ?ubtle. | tuhfl"lkﬂl'b would be béﬁb

reassigned.

Indeed, it was
good Ghinking.
Forces have been
dispatched.
Well done. Yes. We have other
tasks Por you.
. ] . Less demanding,

I PON'T. perhaps, but equally
SHE's JUST TOO EASILY ™~ : . necessary.
MENIPULATED . ANYONE > -

CAaN sWayYy HER.,

... Peassigned?

P
Wour inatructions?

0 Wou understand
0

Then proceed.

I'm just going to enable the

disruptiot Signal. You Might APter all, keeping the place clean is an
Want to hold still. important Punction, and we don't
currently have anyone else doing it.

INTERLUDE

But ... Lign isn't even
Pinished with her training!
Ms. Lee would never --

-

—_

I know, but I also know her
g - o e il b PN tells, and she locked on Lian the
yAnd I've never “(HElE uSNE . - MOMent she came into the room.
seen him bePore, 3 e S - , '
Ronna, ¢an you
Mmake himz

I hope I don's - % = \ s WG .
have to. Word is R, S

he's an asshole. | -~
e n ole e 4 fﬁﬂ_:ﬂfﬁ.—&-‘

Pon't worry,
Lian. I'm sure you can
. c £ do it.. He can't possibly |
His name's LafPer. Makes algo drugs ... & . il | have enough imagination !
and doesn't do a great job. I heard one of his & - i g to want anything
customers is skill stuck as a wolP.* = s e - * difPicult.

You're not going N g : LN e | % N _,,,‘r;, g '. A
60 have bo deal with fn N - t Y lere they come.

him. She's going o | atinl R , _ . | B :
\ : : . 3 e 3 EMPLOYEES. LAST " o oth oF wou sit up
. give hi 6o Lian. i - s n weo. SR Y = \ and look prepared. 48

LIAN- THE NEW SIBL. (i ™

'_“? .

e
DORIE. MS. LEE'S [ R T s \ bofsl o B '
MAJOBDOMS AND - - | , .

MOST SEMNIEE | B of e | & ¥y . — i i 2 e
EMPLOYEE. ! . . . i . 3 . r ' % | Aﬂd SMile. -

LAST SEEN IN #2&-

.



Lian, this is
Mnr. LaFfer.
He'll be in wour
company this
evening.

remember the
special
instructions I
tavght wou?

They're in ePPeck
Por Mr. LaPPer.

I'll keep him
occupied While you
put on the perfume.

Be Past.

| A
There's been a
Mmistake. I'm
not ...

But: tonight
we're going to do
things a little
I mean, that's difPerently.
hot My thing, no
oPPense ...

Don't worry.
You'll love it.

You'll be Pine.
Just do as I

taught Wou.
Trust me.

AND WE EETUEN TL CENTURY FOE THE THEILLING CONCLUSION.

DAL Kot
= | i |

| —

They're
hot very
attentive. We
shovld be able to =
get around the
back without
being --

I knewlI'd
, seen one of
-- did you those before!

just see
something?

That's a spy/
Thew're going to
tell the obhers

we're here!

Well, we
c¢an't cabeh it
HOW, 50 ...

2p this is Zhe's not
where all the bothering to try to
trouble starts. make it look voluntary i
And it's closed? anymore. They'll just grab We weren't
anvbody unconverted going to go in the
they catch. Pront anyway.

Looks like we can
Make it around the
corner without --




SURRENLER
NO RESISTHANCE LUILL BE TOLERATED

%Hitﬁ;-. :

,
&

L "'"'-::"-'-"-'"“‘::1'-.'..;.'
s i'f;'li"
I don't know! LU
We were going to wait until
we were closer to --

Po it now.

R

= -: ian
e e PoER") |
I — e _' a1

She had better be.

... 8he's just
oLt cold, is all.
: She'll be all right. 148 Come on, let's get
' bhis over With.

e ~‘—'_‘“=n:,,:_:_-
With them on
t.hab.i;:an anybody
Lhink of 3@ reason we

We :Eéd to get : = e shouldn't just go
to the other end. 4 e straight up the

That's the way | . ! o : iddle?
purther down. @ "rCCistance. LT . e

Yeah.
I can hear them
Moving around.
Hell yeah.
Let's do ib.

#  April, Briset, ] Mint, wou didn't

want to try to pick . pick up 8 weapon!
. 50Mme oPf around the ,J . b ..

Sure.
We could vse 3 B I
' F . ¢ : | - Don't worry.

T




She doesn't;
seem to arm them
Lnless they're Lp on

street duty. Wateh out

though. I'm sure
she's got
S reinforcements.

Oh, don't rush ofP.

Hey there,
kumguat, what's
shakin'?

Gotta be
Pasten!

Let's lose
this. I'm sure
Wou'll de a lot

betiter without all
that noise in
your head.

Then we'll get
Wou back to where
Wou're supposed to

be, hmm?

( Like I said:
Rreinr-‘-ﬂn:ementa-

What exactly do
Wou think You're
going to '
accomplish?

Guess that's her?

Fabian!
Threadbare!
- - . AR P ek - 4ee what you can
bkt _ M AT —— 3« " do in the air ...

All right,, iP that's how
it's going to be ... but
Wou'll regret it.




Hey!

Three of vs WeNE S s

knocking them out
of the air ... the
others doing well on
the ground ...

Oh, wow, they . X, | . want to jinx it,

actually work! 4 but I bhink we've I don't krow

. : - what it is.
just gﬁgut got But: it's big.

Quicksand.
It's got to be her.
Why else would
something like that
have a sandstorm
around it¥

My gun's not ; '
doing a thing! r 4 _ stay ovk of
i its path’
We'll get around
behind it and we'll all
give it everything
we have!

..-_.-" N .-" '.d_"l .-"'-- Fa .I_.'
__-—"l ey il _1'? ek .
f: i i
. .J Lo o

i ol o

= o i i " 3

e .-"' ."'-" ’.r .-'r "o

e i :r, i id “-",,’-'
p

2 —— ¥ .

0 e J} AT L fr 1*‘ v @ PJ* ARy L)
.' : - r s R | =

oy fﬂf’f”r ‘E:'_; - 'I?J’f-‘ﬁj,'ﬁ w"'rf : ki
,-' r,/c::" _r_;,.,.-' .I'I. I_.'r.-' ‘_]5__

I A L', LR sl _.;f

i

Beeswax,
be carefulf

e

e

i

-

i wavuuggh! | I warned you
- . i A

T e .

This one is so duomb 1
had to let her keep
her name. She just
doesn't respond to

anuthing else. But she doesn't need a

brain For this.

Ok, but it's Paster
than it --

——

I'm losing

r I =
duplicates! 7~ This thing can

" putrun all of vs!
Somebody's going to
get squished any

second! Can you get me

any closer?

Just need a N s
litGle more ...
I'm almost in

Fabian!
£an Wou kick Nina over?




A FEW HOUES EAEBLIEE ---

That's great, : : She's here to expose Ls!
and will definitely ; ~~ A She's one of the eye woman's
change the odds (" Hereyou are! - gy T agents, like Jacquard.
. . I saw her [urking around in their

- headgquarters!

i) | T_,_
_——__II R

e

/ I've been looking all
over Por you! Finally I
started checking vp in the
high places ... Hou know how
nardit is to get vp on the
roofs of some of these
buildings?

... but we're " : : AR - : Let's toss her
still going to need / - ; L : oPP the rooP.
better resources. I
That's it. /
F‘IE':I;E E:’g strength S We're changing Ibrg";mt
= E - - el L J -
kaial? Ix, What are you ke that!
deing here? the hideout next time.

Yes, I was

. there! But I lePt.

Last we saw, . 9 _ ; ‘ I don't want to be
‘:%ﬁ grtéedEH , ¢ 1 N part of it!

I agree, especially
since there's still a libtle
unsolved problem ...

You Polks are going to

, : - : ! take her down, right? I
But, Uh, do we have any 7 4 - ¢ ' want to help y?au!

better resources?

oy Farah s ;g 4o You didn't give a
; P .
This f?g f!ig:.g*’wi"géﬂf igﬁ bgﬁh he L% ¢ damn until it afPected you

personally?

%

e P’ This might be
Ldidrt reaize! 0k WL WG foud
didn't know they £ :
ok thrswas 3 o e e o, WO | paonwas
Y S LA s S L M BTE DR until I saw it happen to — g¢ et
robot ... I wanbed robot Priends ... I Lois o el you about.
wanbed more people to be robots. I .

IX ... YoU krow 8 thought that would be better ... . STV )
You have to be s -

honest With me. ; N\ . S Thethingis, it N
We've laid down i B i / requfr@sgan algo
the rules. : = alteration to her,
o ; But she's not just making people 4 s e and I don't Pully
. robotis! She's taking their minds! . W _ \ have the skill.
I need you to convince She captured Lois and I thought, "Oh, good, ¥ . 'Ei'e . .
Me and everiyone eise here, Lois will be @ robot, now we ¢an be robots . | ~——
right now, bhat you're together” ... and now Lois doesn't T PSRN (o
telling vs the truth. remember me! She doesn't even N 2
remember perself/she's gone!

i

T I'm good with
tech maniPests, and
I ¢an do mods to

7 1P you're not, I'm going ko . : myself, but I don't do

s ' them on others, and
l_.me very uvpset With wou. J bk onle's

complicated.

I know someone wWho
¢an probably help vs.,

Thanks.
It's important.
Y Would you turn ofP
your Pield Por a
ST\ second? We've got

B\ robotics with s, -:(I‘m nob letbing any

robotics in here.

y &
They're on our
side, Azv!

Ex

o

7 There are no :
( robotics on "our side."

\_ Not right now.

I haven't wanted to go
to her becavse I'm not sure of
her lowalties, but I bhink we're
past that now and we're going
tio have to risk it.

.

' : ' 80 You don't N =
I can disable all of the ,  trust her. Itrust her ™
ovtside transmitters, Butb N : completely ... as long ‘
inside the Pacility, the signal is \ asI'maroundto
wired. In the walls. Those aren't e $ supervise her. /
: easily disabled. They need to be o = —
have a say! - jammed. A jamming b \ :
You're probably - transmitter. '
the one who sent :
all these robots j
to My door! . " The best way to get that into
. the Pacility is inside a robotic. One
who's already set: vp Por that radio
network. Who ¢an activate it when S

she's deep enough inside.
il

The problem is, the jammer
You need bo be shot! % will also jam her. That's Wh% I
IP I'd known Wou were { 1 don't want to carry it MHSE[F. & will
when I made wou ... \ | . permanently, bot it might be a while ,
IX is trying to . s, before we cantornit off. <

pelp s, AZov. I believe Ix has

.__..”.l-i--t'll,‘_\_hh
- 3 E— e CoMe over to our side.
[(EEE TGN But she's also easily
(. ez g | manipulated. If the eyebot
"" : woman decides to bake
¥ i e, cantr'é:i oP I:n:t.l 5;: will. i:Il:-:
- won't resist. She isn’
o = : capable of it.
Given what she's
volunteering Por ... - ="
yes. The less X knows, the less she can
| volunteer if she gets converted.

' ; : Frankly, I get the impression that the eyebot's
W e':rjgg::rﬁ-th';aﬁnt;igghﬁ;%xﬁiﬁ#‘ .'T; 3Fdﬁrt “subjects” aren't encouraged to volunteer inPormation

want to keep that Brom hep. But she doesn't know anyway -- she won't even let, Most of them speak

- i
. k what bhe alberation is, or what it will do. - -~ but it doesn’s hurt to play saPe.
¥ES, AZU "MADEY ¥, OB BATHER, MSDIFIED HER INTE HER CUEEENT FEEM- |
Yol AN BEE T HAFPPEN, BUT Yol HAVE T2 &2 WAY BAck TS ISSUE #15.




... but I can't go
back to her
empty-handed.

and I are ready, if
Wou are.
RN

My
-

= _ V" It's probably
| {  betteriPyou're
[ unconscious Por Ghis.
\ And then you'llneeda B
\ While to recover. A /S
. nicenap.

% And while you're

sleeping it ofP, I'll see
what I ¢an do about
getting wour Priends into
better shape Por this |
little adventure. 7

7 Al right, Ix. Mint S
) AND SO ...

She'll wonder why I
came back in, if I hadn't
Found Yoo yet ...

Don't worry, I've
thought: of that.

/.-
-

... bhe only queskion
lePt is Liming.
I know Wou ¢an
hear me. You've got !
that big microphone
\_hanging out like -- _

-
e W

ey

— _‘-‘;'-
- S

I don't know iP it's

i ?’ better to go in now or

) “‘ wait until later tonight.
- Any thoughtis?

k&

—
",

Up there,
get it?

4

[ on.Ineedto show | \%ﬁ
y:

g I \‘

- I;!’..-... S aHHwaHr aGlME 4

P

x__h
N\ You something.
asT

‘i‘ Go on!
‘-""'-. -

@o get a good look.
- g g

You know, given

what Wou've told me, she _
Gertrude is. I'm

.. Ok, it's gone.

Mint, you can
come out now.

And we need to
all clear oLt of
here in a hurry.

Now Ehat's MY jam.

probably already assumes
Wou've changed sides. Is she
smart enough to
Lh-sabotiage those
transmitters?

Hey, Ix is
supposed to set ofF
the thing herself, right?
But it's not avtomatic?
She has to actually
trigger it?

Yes. We
wanted it to be

manoval so she could

wait to set it ofF until
we got @ waws inbo
the Pacility.

pretty sure Gertrude is
the actual tech wizard. But
they don't know there's
anything o un-sabotage.
Jacquard covldn’t tell what I
was doing, and the
transmitters are all still
working, 5o ...

OK, but what if the
evebot lady Zombies her
or whatever, and she
doesn't have any brain
lePt bo do that?

What did you doF
How did wou do that?
You can't --

And that's
very possible. Ix
has tissve For
willpower, right,
Briset?

That may be doing an
injustice to Lissve.

Bot I can trigger it
too. I just have to get
close enough o Ix. Then I
¢an activate it whether
she likes it or not.

We just did.

Be mad about it..




I guess she'll
stay unconsciovs
as long as the

jammenr’s gn? Ideally.
You were hoping

to use her?

That ... but
mostly I wanted to
know she had
recovered.
She's a Priend, and it
sounds like the eyebob
woman was kind of
rough on her.

Igetit... but
We can't unjam
net. We just have
to hope.

SPANNER,
WHERE ARE YOU
WITH THOSE PARTST
I NEED THEM

[ look the way I
expected. /

"

What did you
expect?

Something that
isn't this.

You know, I'm willing to

Hey, i she's
down, doesn't that
mean we're done
here? Put her in a
box or something
and go home?

Oh, I'm sorry, did I
startle you?

Did you think I was just

going to let you walk
through sy Pacility doing
Whatever you please?

Doesn't seem tio me
like Wou're in much of a
position to stop vs.

We still have to
cut oPP her signals
at: their source.

And there's more
than one of her. she's
got copies of herself all
over this place. We're
either going to have to
take them all out, or
Find the original.

And deal with her
at the source.

You're wrong
about that.

Copies, huh?
A lot oP Ghem?®

Maybe.
I saw Pive or six '\
last time I was here,
and I didn’t: go all
that Par in.

Also, I'm betting
there's at least one
robot in here who didn't
get jammed becavse they
weren't on the signal in
the Pirst place.

I'm pretty sure
Gertrode isn't
controlled. She does this
SLUPP because she
wants to.

Jacquard!
Cpbion!

believe they Pight: better than
Wour others, since you've let
Ghem keep their brains --

Kabe hasn't even
bothered to get out
any copies! April's
st.anding in the back
Filing her nails! _4£

-- bUE WOU know
we've got: you really
ovtmatched here.

- Which should kinda make It doesn't matter.

Wou wonder about Your
choices, by the way --




THAT'S VERY
RUDE . WE WERE
HAVING A
CONVERGATION.!

FINE .
WHATEVER YOU'RE
POING TO THE ROBOTS,
YOU'RE GOING TO UNDO
IT, RIGHT NOW.

5 THAT TO THE FOINT
ENCUGH FOR YOUT

[ trusted you! I
believed you wWhen Wou
said You were helping!

And then what do
You go and do?

L'll Gear wov inbo pieces!

Now if I can just
Figure out --

sorry 6o
disappoint you.

I haven't done
anything to the

robobs, and I don't

have any idea what
Wou're talking
about.

All Bhis just
becauvse you can't
admit: you picked the
wrong side?

kNEW YOU
WERE DANGEROUS
FEOM THE
BEGINNING . WHEN YOU
ESCAFED, gHE SAlD,
"OH, oHE'LL RECALL."
I 5aID "I DON'T
THINKL 20"

NOT LIKE THE
BARKER WOMAN.

NOW sHE Was A
SURFRISE . BUT WE'LL FIND
HER, AND WE'LL DEAL
WITH HER TCO -~

|-

P

arr anyway, you

!
it

never did trust me. &




s BN = I | | 11N H EE
| IR ] = IR You're the pathetic [N
ohe, right:?

. é%ét : iti'l'l'ﬁ s Waaaauvgh!
ure about: thi L : | : Yaaaaugh!
oUERit. =\ — | || — e Where'd wou come Prom?

No abilibies, no
Weapons, ng armer ...
[ put kickers in the
W heels, but the shoes
are hard toron 4
aroundin ...
i h, 5 .
_—-;;'ﬁ.ﬂ‘-._,___...ﬁ".'-'_

L o

... and I can
barely do anything
else With my hands ;
with these claws on I'll try not to damage
Wou oo permanently. |

-

{]Hr Ma L“b‘E I 1"h'l.||rlrlll
keep the claws.

It would have
been nice iP I had You know, I did that up
remembered to 6ry o ' there 50 I could separate
USe My wings up ou Prom Wour little herd.

It would be nice
if I had a clue
where I was.

It would also be
really nice iP I could S T I wanted to talk with Wou
see anything. Ny R - alone. You have more sense
than most of them do. Maybe
you'll listen to reason.

L]
L ]
I-..-..i-

Try saying
‘helle’ First or
somebhing.

e

—

| =
| Iwant you to see our
new design. Gertrude is
Finishing it right now.

Well, that's what: they'll be, aPter all.
Walking eneballs. Flesh-and-blood
cameras. Their only purpose Prom here B <
on will be to send information to me. I'll And Por what? =
have thousands of eyes, all over A4, (Thab‘é the part I 3
3 don't get. 4

e

o= -,
- .

e

It's selP-contained. No need to |
string Up anbennas everywhere! [
The diversion signal and the a8
basi¢ instruction set are both P&
within the unit. The only time I'll
have to broadcast to them is if I ( All we have 60 do is put |
want to give them orders | one -*-ﬂvt-h;-:;; on
outside that basic set. | iy
No conversion pod.
It's instant.
—_\ &

PR ¢

—

-

/ Youdon't just want
everyone else tio serve You ...
. Wou don't want anyone else to

P\ think. You want t0 be the only
- \ Punctioning mind in Ad.
i . Ir 3 r -." o .. : . #
e

i

P

-

C &

SUME WoU can see
Lhis means Por our
nsion ePPorts. And
Por any potential
resistance.

g

BE &
"; .:"'r-.-'-'.-rx"'"" g _'-' -

e

> .
/ But you don't want to < SN
/" do anything with it. TP you \ JN
" do nollify everyone, seems B
like wou'll just have them
stand around all day, like
Wou're doing up on the
streetis right now.

What exactly is the

point? Do you just like the idea
of destroying everything? Was
somebody really mean to Wou
once or something?

What is it with you
and eyeballs £




You can't just .- You've seen that there are a
: walk away Prom Pew people I don't care to :
Wait/ Me in here. convert. They're more useful Help me, and that
You haven't as they are. Like Jacquard. ¢an be you as well.
heard my
proposal!

Kot inberested.
Whatever it is.

Whyz
-l 2o wou'll have
' I reallyy wish you

someone left
to talk to?
wouldn't: do that.

That was
unealled Por.

I'm tired of wou, '
you know that? | I

Really tired. You don't get

g consolation. IP you win,

Wou're going to sit in the

world wou've made all by :

wourselP and I hope wou 4 | Disagree.
hate it to death. &

THAT'S
ENOUEGH !

¥

VANV

R .
\ -F.\.
. _—

i

%

HAVE TO GO
FIX THINGS! T
CAN'T WASTE ANY
MORE TIMe ON

- They sure are.

She works strictly practical -- you
know, When she makes a gadget, it has to
actually have the right wiring and soon.1 S

Figure these are the power supply Por

the whole place. = The problemis, I
A7 ‘ _ X - - \ 1 can't think of a way to §
s ¥ . . A TR A b destroy Ghem all --
We've mostiy s _ =) - v . b ° Y
got all the '

- Y, AN PA.
robots shut - 7 > AT T N o
just Erying to ‘ : R T - e - . ;

s

Pind the

-- Without a
really big
explosion.

Beeswax?
What are you
doing here?

Hey, Leynal
It's Threadbare.

| 4 % Maube we shovld go \JR 4
' ¥ Pind thﬁ rest of your
r\ - . group First, and then
Could ask you - -
Ehe aaise + . Pigure out options.

Are these all
All the others ran into  Power cells?
trouble when the Ploor dropped. ; J
We've been looking Por them, but

I'm pretity sure
this place is a mess,

Monica Barker is
wandering around
here too.




Maybe I should
have plaved along, at
ledst until she could
show me the way out

of this place.

I could try
Plying, but I don't
know that would
work any better.

Fabian!
Do Wou khow
Where anybody
else 7

You know
there's no way
I'm going to let

Wou do that.

You don't get to \ Yeah?
call me "Monica." \ atop me.

And you don't have
anything to say to me

that'll keep me Prom

shotting wou down.

Probably right
around Us.

This Ftace i

weird. It's got rooms
and halls, but iF you're not:
in one of those, You can't
see them. I don't think it's

really that big, it just

seems like that out
here in the dark.

Anyway, I can't
Pind an%badu. I was
fucky I saw you.

Menical
Behind you!

Fabian!

I really don't khow what to do
about You people.
I mean, I'm ab my wit's end.

Did you all miss the lesson in school
where they taught "taking a hint"?
Don't you recognize something
ri‘IE'-"rtlElblE "lllrhEh E’]GU 5EE itl?

I owe Wou again.

Uh ... excose the outPit.
It's a long story.

No,it's ... ah ...

Well, that
answers my
question about
whether it'd be
better to try
Plying.

I guess we
walk until we ron
into a wall, or unbil
she Pinds vs and
tries to Pry our
brains ...

... did you just
hear something?

I thought I heard
sgmeone over there.
Someone talking.

Nonica,
what are you
doing here? [
thought Wou'd left
the Zone.

it's good.

That's also a long
story. I'll have bo
explain later.

S0 Ghis is i, hUh? The
actual villanous lair of
the actoal villain?

Wouldn't it: be easier For
S everybody if you'd just give
=1 vp? We've already wasted so
Mmuch time here, and wou've
made such a big mess --

5ay, are you even
lisbening to me? ‘ _ Yep.
I've been trying to shut it down by
disconnecting things, but I think mass
destruction would be a lot Paster.
Oh, We can
dePinitely do that.
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o pot them

pieces, it's
back together later.

You divide wourself

really hard

IF
into too man

ey
&

S0 that means we
can't tell what

That's why I never

make more than six
duplicates

g trovble

with it.

havin

e her out, Wou

When you
brok
alsp Porced her to
pot all her copies
back together. All
at once.

Well, it's not good. It
means she's not just passed
out. There's something more

here. Coma territory.

She split
too much.

wl

She
disappeared.

-- and she's gone.

)

do with

what to
her really should be Wour
responsibility, but I guess you ¢can

eciding
do that Onkil she recovers.

ell, d

I guess she
recalled

i J".l-‘-.‘-‘

W

y Y

'8

d

meantime, I've got
place we can keep her

~ saPely, under medical

Thank you, that's

supervision.

She doesn't
like bo stick

- -‘._l

Y kind. I don't hav
. @nybhing like that.

around once the
Pight's over.

'
Wt
)
i

don't

bhink I ¢an do it all myselP.

lob of cleanup o do, and I

Well, I hope someone will
stay, becavse there's an awfPul

Kate, any guesses
on how long it might:

take Por her to --

< I'll help out.
Though I probably

TTENL R LR Ll
g |
T IR LT LR AR R
RRIRER RNy [0y oy riauc e 4|
Ry
Hnmmnn iy

As Lewna says,
vikimately this is all
MY responsibility.

OF course I'll help.

UL AR

-_—

should take our
patient to Serenity
Pirst. But I can

ITTTTIIIEEEEERE

else in
Ghem

7

probably won't ever realize

, What you did Por them -- bub

I appreciate
Century -- most o

what you've dorne. The

ou're ever going to get:
Prom me,

pain and trouble You've
gone Lo to Fix Lhis.
Wou certainly have them

And I want you all to

know ...

K

thanks Prom anubod

‘l"-.

Threadbare
and I ¢an stay
For & while.

come back.



"aND THEN EVERYTHING
RETURNED T NoeMAL.."

WELL, N2. IF WE SAID THAT, You
WOULDN'T BELIEVE US, AND
YOU'D BE BIGHT NOT T

(AND WHAT DOES "NoemMAaL"
MEAN IN CENTURY, ANYWAY'T)

NO ONE IN THIS STOEY COMES
OUT OF IT EXACTLY THE SAME
WAY THEY CAME IN- BUT IT WILL
TAKE US A WHILE T& SEE ALL
THE REFERCUSSIONS.

THERE ARE, HOWEVER, TWE
THINGS IMPOETANT ENSUSH TS
TEND T& BIGHT AWAY.

Mostly ...
but also no.

-/ 1 shook ofP her
ePPects pretty Past
.. but I'm not ready

to go back to what I
was doing.

It's not about her. I just
.. I need to think about
where I am.
And where I want to be. \
Ly 111 !Ilillllr“‘d,“ 4I""nll
i ", HE‘-_\'-";"II'X' W
I'm going to go to the Yards <
in @ couple of days. Pauline's being
Pauline again and I need to go Pind |
her and make sure she's not in
trouble. I'm going to use the tr'ip
to clear My head.

yourselp? .. May be gone Par' i
-\ quiteawhile.
. i m’ﬁjih_ i F::u' “: :'
H .\_=-!'1'r; I"' 7 ":;._:‘, ! :
N ’hf | llﬁh Wl “ﬂf ik '.’.-.T. i

| P I" !r l|

— I—- TTETTPROT a0 mh”'

Molly ... I'm sorry. I
was wrong. I was wrong
about a lot of things.

I was especially wrong
to push you away.

I wanted to talk to
Wou about it becavse I
wanted to make sure ?:ru
know that whatever I'm
getting away From right now
... you're not: part oP it. 4
You're the good part.

I hope you can
Porgive me.

7 And T want you bo know that
I owe Wou more than I can
| possibly ever repay. I think

And I hope you'll \
everybody in Century does.

be here when I
come back.

AND TWo MOEE DAYS AFTER THAT ---

Thanks Por
coming out. I

know you're
still busy with

the mess.

# Mostly because she's
too busy trying to
\ remember Who she is.
It's not a ‘
problem at all ...
but ... Uh ...

I'm a little
surprised. I §
thought You said she
Was in a secure
Pacility. This is ... I
Mean, anyone could
walk out ... or
walk in ..

The whole
process has left
her very Pragmented.
She can't remember
things Prom yedrs
bePore any of this
happened.

I had some suspicions
as soon as I saw her. [
recognized her Pace. It was a
litble hard to tell, becauvse she's
always wearing all kinds of

Oh, we put her in weird costumes.

a holding tank when I
First brought her in. But
Pr. Chapman Peels she isn't
a risk at the moment, and
these beds are a lot more _
comPortable. she is : Ah, 1o .

being monit.ored. ;

She can't
remember being
Evebot at ailz And

i z
b Wou believe heps: I'M pretty sure she's

the woman who was behind the
babybots, and the little white
robots, and the Cog Army, and Malrlg
thinks at least one other incident
wasn't around Por. Molly has been
calling her Cog, Por want of a
better name.

.. I said she
can't remember
Who she s,

She wouldn't remember
being Eyebot.

Because she's not Eyebot. L'l let her tell you that.

... and she kept -
putting it inko My head, over
and over ... not just that I was
this perseon ... that I was her, I :
guess, Prom what Wou tell me ... she - Yes. A
also told me how I Pelt about things tremendously cruel
... What I liked, what I hated ... thing to do to
told me how to act ... how to SoMecne. Well, yes, I

Ehin ... . 1 | Mean that oo ...
_ " but ...

This is horrible!

I guess [ got so that was all
true ... I guess I really did
become her, Por a while ...

S,

And now that's all over and I know %
it's not true and Bhat I'm not her, but
I also don't know who I am/

started! We have a person
who's a real danger on the
loose, and not only that, we
still don't know arlg:t'.hmg at
all about her! We don't
even know her name!

It's gone/she destroved it!

Oh, no, I know ™
her name.

It's Gertrude.




