ENE FINE MOENING
IN THE YARDS ---

. T 1
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I'm not here to
cause trouble! I'm just
looking For someone Who's
gone missing and it looks
like
Eheyurri!

Helooou oorgh
doonn hatta dooo
hoocorgh oorh ...

I'M sUre
they're around here
S0MEWhere.

Perhaps
Wou'll Pind
them.

Were you
looking Por
something?




THE SoUK.-

80, Lh ...
I don't want to sound |
Puasy, but it's kind of --/ -- empty.

Iwon't ...
but you know, I don't
really know who those people
would be. Serille didn't
tell me much ..

>~ Well, bhat's the
( thing, Vla:

I have no f-:iea
!:' N\

Tes.

-
[ hL

I'm not: the one
who'll be sitting in it, 50 X
I thought it'd be ‘better ta \
| et uau Purnish it to your |
- ruhmg IP you need me to buy /
Some maniPests, just
Lell me. o

)
\

&

T
o

5

Ooh!
Any look I

want? ,f"""-WeH. &ry not to pigg""xn

| something that'll scare |
' people off. A

# "'-_'_'—H_H_‘_
Al ASEM Ay e

D 0 0% A S O = AT a5 U LD
sl cabiag s rats ASOLLD

Serille says
Uia is capable
| oF dealing with
just about
aﬂgthina S0l
r‘ don't need tio be
\  too worried

1|L about her.

Adeadad
least, that's
what I have tio
keep telling
myselp --

A" Busal FWoAS S
Fmanattay |

You must not
lose the words.

The words. You ™
must keep them alive)
inyour mind. _/

\‘7‘

'..H'

“ You mustn't m-*se
tbhem. Ever.

'\.““-

E" ”I"f.“;}‘ i:-‘él I-'.-"E'u

cabracaoy ayasio

2acalizacadhel
as' @ oiay asal
A an23a s, asldle

Ayasls JALsDy AaAL

JSLAGY ASanan2is Loas

AELH0 AMfadslamhza
oAy AL Lo

That's
becavse I

covldn

't tell

her Much.

lcaia2gDasar nﬁhﬂm)
- -

Cab2sEn el aisin
Bealacatel as' it
ELALD A4S ey 2a 0 Iy AU LD
LT [ P /A8

It'll be
people Who have
business with me and

-|. don't: know where else

o look Por me. I'm kind
\, 0P hard to Pind
S Sometimes.

Right, I got. 0
that, but What
king of

eV

business?

AnLSlL Jdsasth ASAL
dOLSTh ADADAB AL Los
B Arodslaiag
Rayalls A

o

g

—

Look, I think
maybe you're

confu--

ZALAG
AT mbasas N
Blasasel N el D2 oy in T \)
a3GAlo. EAAYRDLAS /
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o
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SO0 AL Gags el
ngy24
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falsoucy b2y
ASaAS20n 2948

\ AL EaaDl
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7 It could be ‘*-‘

routine \
complaints about
the S0k ... Wou |
know, randradg .

sturP. 4l

"'h.

It could be
people who
need me to Pix
much bigger
trovble.

¢y Itcovidbe W
[ people looking Por

. Me in order to

\ Mdke trouble.

Huh.
. Am I in danger?

R

I uertamlu )

[ hope not ... bot T'll
be r:hEr:hmg oh Wou }
b regularly. £

-

12900 asDiD o>
ADCA D AL (S D AU = AS S AN

cllp S coallasen2ats

Aol WasAris i

Say it with me.
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W e
IF anubody ™

does try anything,
they'll be sorry

/SN

')

they did. 4
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Fix it all.
Now.

The words are everything.
You must not lose the words.,

What is there to Pix?

I wonderiP I can
manage to sneak up
behind her ...

o

F . e
. omrigod MY Aainy !

A

i ',;*rﬂ-i_- o .
AN AN
Lk L

i T
L]

CENTURY.-

IT'S BEEN A WEEK SINCE
"eyEBOT!" WAS CAUGHT.

IT'S BEEN THEEE DAYS
SINCE THEY DISCOVERED
SHE WASN'T BEALLY
EYEBOT. . #

sorry about the
¢hange in location. I
wasn't sure it was a
good idea to meet at
the vsval place
anymore.,

No, I Ghink
that makes

" Might even
want to go on a

rotation or something.

- DiPFerent place
: every time.

Though I think I may go in @ gtes
! diPPerent direction. Get 3 ia
Visible space. Like an oPPice. [&="
Somewhere people know

 they canreach me. A

7 1 don't bhink my
hiding has been good
Por Century.

'_. # AND IF NONE OF THAT MEANS ANYTHING T2 vol,

Anyway, that's not
what I wanbed to talk
to you about.

One thing this
Mmess made clear is we
can't do without some

kind of policing.

I don't mean
| patrolling the
/ streets -- well, I don't
[ EhinkI do, I'm pretty sure
it wouldn't come to that --
but ewes and ears, to
watch out Por trouble like
. this, and the ability to
N, deal with it When it
3 happens.

7 Naomi, we've talked about

[ this bePore, but we can't wait
lk, any lenger. Especially not in
. bhe robotic quarter.

“'-

"1“_-
e,
, s

'_.,-""!_’?T."M not throwing them

all out. I think most of them

/ don't deserve that. But that means
there will still be robotics there wWho
\ bear watching ... and we don't have

anybody there ... as we Pound
out the hard way.

Monica ...

1 realize T haven's done moch \ o

oF anything about this since £
You asked me to.*

At the time I wasn't
spre I was the right
person Por the job. I'm
even [ess sure now.

... No, wait,
that's inaccurate.

I'm now sure I'm not
the right person.

Besides, I'm not Peeling
very recovered et ... and I
don't know how long that'll take ...
and I'm about to go to the Yards,

\ possibly Por weeks. I have things I
A\ haveto do there. I'd have [eft

e a!readpg. but I wanted to stay

’ o

P this meeting.

You need to Pind
someone else to put
together a beam.

YU NEED T2 BEAD THE PREVIOUS TW ISSUES. LT
F ! S T |G T e s e ~ 5P . 'r

IIP- there are, o

don't know

=ik ana 5q | bhrauﬁatﬁégﬂgas by

don't trust them. o

dccident. I stbumbled into it,

like I do everything else. I'm
not & strategist. I can
barely keep my own life

together.

I just want you to
help me convinde her to |
take the job. :

I trust you.

... actually,
that's a really

r -h-‘-‘-"'-.
good idead ... I need someone .

who'll do what has tobe "y
done, not becavse they like it, .
hot: becavse they're good at it )

-- though I think you are -- but
becavse it's what has to /
be done. LS,

Ok ... but go back to
what you just said. You'll
do it if oL have to. Why?
Why would Wou do it even

iF you didn't want? &£

——

_——

o .'._‘_.-r 3
'-.-'\'-'-\. i ‘\ IIIl_.r I‘ dﬂnlt hﬂ'l.l'e ...,"'l
Hoh? | \

- . a lob of
... Well ... becavse it's Il 4 . \ { contacks ... Ao
important? I mean, we fe _ e il i

dan;;tazfanﬂ Mgre robob You have enough. The ™ e
eovers opr --

ones You have will lead )
Wou to more. #..,—""'j

- - : .:- 2 _ = : .f”lf} i,::
Exactly. et N
I‘ -

F d

Glad wou two
agree on that.

You and I agree that this is I'M hot asking Por a -
important. I trust you to bhink permanent commitment. IF it g o
bhis i6 important. No oPPense to doesnt work out, then tell me, FEERTES
and I'll look Por someone else. e s

1‘_ e g Pl

! - . Naomi, but she doesn’t, not

I mean, iP you're really the same way.

UV rdeter'miﬁed Por me to do it, 1 P
Il do iti, but there have gob | , .

to be better choices. 4 E““UI,_,E Eﬁﬁg ke Wil
I
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THE ISIDORE ESTATE, HIGHFPLOINT -

Oh ...
- Sigh -~
And I was so
hoping it wouldn't | . |
be something
boring. -

Micheners!
Oh MY goodness!

You don't know that
it will be, yet.

7 Theoisn't
( providing enougr \
excibement?

Ch, heavens,
Zonja, he's gotten
worse, Spends all his

time doing his
“experiments."”

SO

¥ It'sbeen N

ages/Why don't §
L YOU Come See me
R More often?

7 Last week he

turned three of the
| staPF into some kind
M of sex demons., They
haven't let him
leave the lab.

And we'd love to look
at it, Oona ... but we need
to talk a bit Pirst.

e - v "' ¥ The weather's
3 WA [ovely -- we could get in

WA the pool! T have cold
champagne ...

I shovld
probably go
rescue him, but I
Peel the man's made

his own bed, 50
b Lo spedk.

I'm aPraid this isn't
entireliy a social call. :

hew sculpture the day
bePore westerdaw! I'd love | "
Por you to see it!

.u_r

All right, dear, N

- IF YouU HAVEN'T MET SEESI AND SENJIA A tell me all
e MICHENER YET, YOU'LL PROBABLY WANT T2 &0 e
. _:'; BEAD THEIR SCENE IN THE FEEVISUS ISSUE.

You bwo simply Must
stay Por a while today so

we can do something

interesting together.

... we really do
need him. And we can't

get anywhere with him,
but we were thinking you Oh, goodness,

: wes. I'm not sure the
c"”’iﬁ;‘;ﬁﬁ?;# Efﬁ NS/ man actually knows what I

look like, Wou understand ...
because every time we J
meets, his eyes never

leave My bosom. the last time I

Saw him, he was
actually

salivating. I

But, Sonja, dear ...
this conPlict ... do You
really believe it will come to
thisZ Po Wou trust this
Corven person?

I don't trust her
as Far as I can spit.
And I don't think you

should either.

' But I do think tihe { £
ight: is going to happen, . : T
and hens looks like bhe ! Oh, I't sure we W e
best team to be on. Ab Well. ¢an manage that. / *‘r."' L ,ﬂ,j-;s”,“ i
least Por now. I'll be happy to help ... o g T ——
on one condibion. 3

o

DE. CHAPMAN'S OFFICE, SE._EEHFTY-

,.

... 1 mean, I'm ' = No, no ... ~
: I was just hoping Wou had
5“3;&3&55;5;553%1&&% --- bUb 't concerned some suggestions. Since the

again, and they obviousiy I, With What happens once they Souk is vltimately my

, take someone into custody. Our responsibility now.
have tgg‘,%?,::g" bnder options Por this sort of thing are a

inadequate; theirs are zero. And
Serille no longer vses the method
she used bo USe ... not that W, o v Hen s o

I'd let her if she did. . amused and she didn'ts |
.. . even bother to try to hide
: ib. Like, "OK, kid, have
What had she Pun with that." 4%
been doing? : :

Turning them
into large cats. I
recall you said you no
longer believed
algoribhmic methods
were useful For
treatment, ... _

Oh ...
ho, I ¢an't see where : :
that could have ' —ad ] ﬁg‘ti ngw é’ mb
accomplished anything Bok, Lewna, I : i stretched into two
positive. Though it's hope l_fou!“r*e not - ) = P difPerent zones. T wouldn't
interesting to tossing this at | g S, put Yo in that position,
contemplate. £ Me. w - 0 : i-i. . trust me.

o 1
L 5

Like you just A
53id, we don't: even ' Especially since I can't
have enough resources shake this Peeling that the
Por serenity. I can't problem's getting worse,
possibly try to take
care of the Souk as I know, that's probably
well ... pessimistic. Or parancid, or
something.

As it is, I sbill

I don't :
don't have enaugph
on

think it's For what it's

/ worth, Seille thinks

Not what Wou wanted to

either one. hear, I'm sure ... but I think it resources even
is getting worse. We have ; those have already our immediate
incidents almost dailynow. Most of peaked. She thinks backlog.
them minor, like the one you described people are starting to

realize all the waus they
¢an go wrong.

From this morning ... but, still. How
oPten did we have people wandering
the streets making open ;
mayhem ten wears ago?

'\ The Geni ¢lub has closed,
\ Por example. OF course,
some oF that's E :
A\ becavse ibs owner LSS

b disdppeared. /ST EEEES

I don't want to
dePend the bed Pees, but
there's evidence that this all
deteriorated when they were removed.
People vsed to have to Work -- they had rent
to pay -- and work gave their lives structure.
Most of them didn't have other things they
wanted to pursue. They don't have the imagination
to spend time making things -- art, passives,
Furnibure, whatever.

But, OK. IF we
both think the

problem’s getting
worse ... that means a &
worse problem Por
s,

And you ¢an only sit around watching things |

oh a screen Por 5o long. You can only eat /£
imaginary gourmet meals Por so long.
ou ¢an only have 5o Much sex.

I haven't gotten
any applicants
besides Jdosie ...

What do we doZ Even iP
we could get psuchological help
to all of them -- even if that would
work Por all of them -- we can't do
them all at once, not even if we had an
army of you. Where do we put them in
the meantime? Or what do we do
with Ehe ones we can't Pix?

You think they go
oub and make
trouble becauvse
they're bored?

... and albhough she's
Making amazing progress --
she's very, very quick -- I warr{g

that I'm pushing her too Past.
Peel like I threw her into deep
water Far too soon,

Not great to
contemplate, I know.
But, Yes, that's my theory.

I wish I had
answers for any of

See also: the rise in use of
algoribhmic drugs.




SOME WEEE IN DR.
CHAPMAN'S FACILITY-

7 -‘."'\,‘
r’ Ijust don't
__\ understand! ,

THE YARDS -

THE LAST TIME
WE s4aw BIME,
SHE WAS

DOING ONE OF | & 2k :
HER PERIODIC B & 10

L

VISITS TE
DISEUFPT THE

RUSSET i rgﬁ

LADY'S
MAYHEM, S
ONLY TO

FIND

THAT

THE

RUSSET
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WAS NOT
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OK,
Backwrench,
I'm ready.

Let's try it again.

<’ We gave her back ™

¢ her voice and her
| Pacial motion ... as Par
| as we can tell there's
A\ nobhing wrong with y
' her brain ... y

s

Bot I can't get
an indication she's
even hearing me!

She's jush --

— .
f,-*" Maybe i we tried N
: { starting at almost Pull
suppression and reducing
"”*x.‘ it gr'adu AZ

H“* How about iP Wou
" try eating something
( instead? And maube
taking Ghe rest of the

",
S
T

5!N|’_'.‘E THEN,
SHE'S BEEN
TRACKING THE
BUSSET LADY
DOWN -

Eeli, it's
Josie,
Remembenr?

We talked a little
while ago ...

But I need to -- |

You need to step back.

I'mnot a
pauchologist, but I do
know Wou're taking this % 1
personally, and that'snot |
going to do anyoPusany |
good. Neibher is your £
PUNKiIng WourselP :
ragged.

!‘-‘ . ?} And Dr.
- ‘ Chapman would
f h 53 the same.
r

Consult with

her Lomorrow.

Leave it until Ghen.
Eeli isn't going
anywhere.

I'll go have
some lunch.,

And maybe a
nap.

if

IT HHEM’T BEEN TLL HARD,

Eeli, it's OK! Eeli, are ;au

there:

Eeli, you're all
Pight! You're
safe! Nothing's
going to --

vounk/

uuer ponh

LunnkhLh ROOLR DoORY
voor! QUVURALY
ree 00k khnnn vooory

.a-"'li-
S Backwrench,
half suppression/

Put her back
to sleep.

... D0 Wou have
to go back to
Spindrop?

I don't \
guess I pave to
do anything.

Y ... I could use ...
.. I'd like ...
the company. 4

g

#

| BECAUSE OF THE RUSSET LADY'S I

TENDENCY To LEAVE "aRT”

N :'Z.é | BEHIND EVERYWHERE SHE GOES.-

i F o
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;. RIME IS SURE 3
| SHE'S GETTING

VERY CLOSE. -+ |

-z xava Ok




Hope Wou didn't
heed that.

T TN a————

-~

LI e 1R

“up

R
. Wi

I've gotten colder
since the last time you
touched me.

FON'T SMELL

e NOBOPY ...

BUT |

FOOF IN HERE! &

BREAK \
POOR! YE&? |

4 NO, TUR.
| NO TIME. LONG
. ROAP YET.

HUNT ON
ROAP. EAT
WHEN MAKE

CAMP.

.. ho, I am not
together,

it Was ... it Was 50 Much
work, Molly. Like I'd
Porgotiten how to Lhink.

And my head
still Peels like -- I
don't know. Clogged.
Like somebody's
A stuPPed something

into it.

Is evervbody
else having this
\ Much trouble?

gotten extra-special
treatment, Nina.

Well, you might have

' _— R -

" Something she N\

COWS ALL

RAMN. STRANGE.

WITCH MRAYEE.

NOT MAPE ICE.
LOOK!
MELTING.

..-I“'-

@reat.
I've probably got br-am

#, damage now.
N We consulted ‘x.. .
Y about that a little bit.
Legna's doctior Priend
doesn't think it's likely. )
Eut Wou might be a mess A
.-"

Por a libtle while
longer.

put WoL oPF heroing? I f
know a couple of the ¢
others who were with s SIS
are thinking they may A
want o quit .. |

Q What I want to
\ know is, is this going to

Iwas %
Wﬂﬂd&'l"iﬁg :ili'
J about that. You

kHOW, We sGill
haven't seen Y.
51 x_ euamcf Y

She might just be \ T L

embarrassed. i
? Yeah. I had 5crma=
. of that too. J

I

#ﬁ?fff >

I could never guit, though.

sdid when we wenre

Pighting her made me
. bhink she zapped
B Wou a lot.

I might change it vp. DiPPerent costume,
maybe a diPPerent name ... I kind of
Peel like a Presh start, y'know?

fon o

o

=

e

:- S

i ik i, 3
e o i
. s,
3 - <l

(_ T'm glad to hear i. :} y,
_.r-'" _-"'

...l

i-'!l: 1 '..'.':'i B
T

~/~ Because the

thing is ... I got
handed a big, bigjob
. Lhis morning ... 4

ey

.. and I could really .

Use Your help.

" -_ ..-""?

And you're the one

L to biame Por that.

= - l"" d gl
cam
Yourheart will
( thaw in 8 while.
Nod like amine. [
Sy Vi

/' deewon
[\._ hext time.

FUT ON WAGON.
LUSE CRGE.




THE MICHENEE ESTATE, HIGHPOINT -

gurely wou don't think
the acholz thing is going
to come tio @ head in the
S next Pew days --

... I'M thinking it'll
probably take her
about a weelk. I don't krow!
That's the problem. I can't
possibly know. Neibher can you.
And it's possible that a Pew days
could make all the difFference!
She could make her move

Gomorrow!

She can't just throw
herself at Prevost out of the
blue, You know! She hasn't ey
spoken to the man in close to a 'j;ﬂ[,-;: %“EE ?L:;pgb

Wear. IF she tries to do it Certainiy
. : : . Y Wou're right: to bake
without a little buildup Pirst, care with Prevost. We need

it won't work/ him boo moch.

He'll get
spspiciovs, and he'll tell
her no out of sheer
stubbornness without even
bathemﬁg to hear her oub!

He's like bhat. I'm going to be

unavailable Por several days
anuway. I'm going to
investigate some other
possible sources.

That's tioo long.

She doesn't
really think
&¢cholz is going to
attack any bime
S00N.,

T HEHII Hc‘u gatl 5
B exactiy what you
wanted ...

" We should warn
. the Soileavs ...

She's
impatient
becavse she
wants to

attack. “I'M pretty sure

¥ they've Pigured it out,
but we'll talks to them.
ToMorrow. &

/ Oh, good!

Don't let her Let's go have sex then.
know You know
that. she thinks

Wou're stupid, and it

Might: be vsePul Por

her to keep
thinking that.

gergi! We Pooled
around with Oona Por
hours this morning ..

Ok, but are we
sure We want: to keep

going with this?

... ometimes I have a

hard time convincing myself %
that there's no possible way the

changes could have boosted

wour libido.

wg re committed.
l Anyway, she has a point about
| striking Pirst, I think Scholz is a
bigger danger than she is.

I absolutely did.
For now.

THE OFFICE OF THE DATA ARCHIVIST, SEEENITY-
'f ¥ N\ \ "

You know, not having
advance notice that
SoMeone is coming to visit
means I don't have an
opportunity to put on
s0itable clothes.

—

whalt's
wrong with
thoze?

... I Withdraw
the objection.

1/_/ there's so much -

happening, and i want o
know ... 1 want to watch all
X of it ... 1 don'{ think i'we

k- had time to be ...

L

o

i do want to talk to
Wmebm‘hﬂ sometimes ...

You do know it's the

Middle of the nightZ M E do you get, lonely?

you don't
sleep a lot.

doesn't either. she
gaid i shouldn't come in
if she was in bed with

sormeotie, That's about

where I am too.

S T'?$1

nﬂn

PN
1]

' —
Did wou just come to s
N chat, or is something on
. nour mind?

The problem with _
seeing all the data is
the constant Fight to

keep the data Prom
eating wou alive.

what
happened in
century ... the
person who was
cauding the trouble
. the one thﬂ'v
\\ didn't cateh .. /

not celibate. I've had

For the record, I'MH') (AT I |
loves, and lovers ... |, ' !

£ i know where she ia,
.. but none Por a ™\,
long time. I'm an old

man and I don't get
oub much,

MMhA.,
The artist Pormeriy
known as Eyebot.

Forgive me. Ancient
historical joke.

And the nature of
the job doesn't seem
to encourage
relationships.

do you think i

{ What of her? should tell them?




THREE DAYS LATER-
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M AND EVEN MORE SO FOR CLUBS LIKE THE "BRASS POLE."
THE NEZN 1S OFF AND THE HOUSE LIGHTS ABE UP.

P Ay AR

THE SWINER IS USING THE QUIET TIME T& HAVE A BUSINESS

-u MEETING WITH SEOME £OF HIS STAFF AND THEIER ASSZCIATES- g . / F e ; - h_
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-;H:T'IIT " - "i‘ w’ —— > - \ I ‘_‘,:‘"-"?J_.# et

<Ry 434 . ey
ETL = ] They need to

= : : go bigger vp top, %
. Bitsy. That's not a
\  sUggestion.

Cheez, Mista :

Ponte, iP they go any

biggah they'll Pall ovah
When they dance ...

% 1 don't care iP they have
to ¢rawl around on all Fours!
They've got a pole -- they
¢an hang onto that.
That's
what the
customers want,
see? Can You please
get that into your
bubble head?

We don't make
Money Prom their lousy
dancing! We don't make money
From booze! We onfy make enough
money to keep this place open if
people want to take them
: into the back.

I don't know wha Wou
are, wiseass, but IJ'tI be
happy to show You some
business mandgement.

" Now, let's go talk
about it in private, |
shall we?

" That sounds like a skill
i5s0e to me, Ponte,

Maube Wou need

S0 some help with business
management.

Big guy, huh?
I'M gonna toss your ass
down bhose stairs!

Get away Prom
Mme, asshole!

But I have
something
important to
tell Wou.
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I just tell her about
what's geing on around here,
and nothng really is, you know?
And she doesn't care about

You went out
[@st night to visit ,
Wour sister. Seev says
Wou do that every A
week or 50.

But something
made her wonder, 50
she Pollowed you.

She saWs You
went Lo bhe
Scholz estate.

,

‘-._"
Let's talk about ‘]
that a bib.

.--"I
i

r

The Pirst
time I told her
about you, Ms.

Honor.

She asked me
questions about
that. What you
looked like.

Lady Thallium,
please!IP I atop,
she won't ever let

MY sister go!

I was visiting my
sister, Lady Thallivm!
That's where she is!

And Lady scholz lets
Wou come in Preely and
doesn't try tio hold you?

Lets you leave Preely, even
though Wou're going back to an
estate she's not on
Priendly terms with?

No, Jily. It doesn't
Make sense.
The only reason scholz
would let wou come and
go like that is if you're
spuing Por her.

What have
, Wou told her?

-

" Well ... nothing
important.

Jily, she's
not ever going to
let: wour sister go.
She doesn't do
that.

And iP you go back
and she readlizes we've
busted you, you won't
ever leave again
either.

You have two
choices. You can stay
here and never go back to
Scholz again ... or You can
keep going back asif
this didn't happen.

That's probably the
better choice, but I'm going )
to insist on a price. '

You can tell her about
ps, I don't care ... but I'm
going to want you to also

tell vs about her.
any of it anyway. o

I promise not to tell

1 don't think she even™ ; har: ANMUINTRG i ot A S
F( 2o dEeidn. ] 3 \ Really/ I just want to --

THE "POLLHOUSE" cLUB, THE COBBLES
(BAck ENTRANCE).

Have a heart, ™
would you? I ¢an't get
any more of the drug. You
won't let me put bhem
soMewhere else. I'im
trying to make the

vaaah! best of it.

Faith, Treece!

No need to make me
50il myselp!

But here's the
thing: One of these
days, we're going to
get them back to
themselves.

5 Yeah,
And it took

{Ad 1
A:nfhﬁs.[ Eg ¢ ' .- And when they
catch on. ‘ ' recover, iP they decide
P they're pissed ofF about

. \ what you did while they
~ You paidme. But . Besides, it didn't have a choice
" your other door's Might be to the
closed. You're not = A good, giving them
getbing new people A SRERSE somebhing to do. A8
. COMing in to be dolis / e - -
N, every night ... 4SS

I'm not
going to get in

. > ” T the way of
M 54 Wwhatever they
i W | do to You.
You'd rather 0 :
they lay around

staring at the
walls?

¥ Those women =
Wwho are stuck as dolls
Wha'd'ya want? ... you're still renting out
I just paid you not a bime wikh them, aren't you?
week ago ... You're still letting wour
obher set of customers
Lse them!

I | 1
i 0

i L e TR

ey M least TN 4°

o didn't bust ] _

i\ MY clobhes | g
'\ this time.

Though I
Might: have to
cut these
shorts to get
them ofF ...

Been looking
Por you, I --

... Anyway, OK, so, there's
this guy Jeremy, we haven't
gotten his [ast name yet, he's
been making a lot of moves the

: [ast Pew days.

Just need a ‘i LI L g
== 00 == b ML U He just shook down
: . second .. BTN Ponte, and I was there --
-- Oh, shit, RN ['ve been hanging out with
hang on. . . one of Ponte's guys --

I think I'm about fr iR -- and there was
to blow ... ; i ; dePinitely something
- ST weird going on.




CENTURY, WHERE WE CAN WATCH
DUPLI-KATE FIGHT ALIENS IN THE

STREET AND THINK, "©H, HEY, LIFE IS
RETURNING T2 NoemAL."

| |
7 Not Peelin' it

\  today?

hold a
converaation
while some of
You are
Pighting? .«

THE LYNX. (WE
- HAVE NOT YET
L LEABNED HEE
BEAL NAME.]

They sucked.
Can't take a
ponch.

You weren't pawing
any attention at
all, were you?

: No, not: really.
I sbarted by won der-iﬁr? iPI
should get involved or if that
would just get in your way ...

And then I thought,

"“Why even bother?"

and I guess I tuned
out aPter that.

M’W P

JOSIAH BARKER'S BESIDENCE.
-! B

ﬁ I wanted a grand

Y house, Yoo see. It wasn't
just the idea of having a
Family homestead. It was

: about status.

:
/ Butibwas -
/ always too big. 1t A
r Was too big even when SRS
the children were here. "f;a;E
\ " And now it's just a _-Lj“_r;-:__'_;“*
\ burden. fEso vy

e N

; '_I

Becavse it

--...-\.-—..

| S
'  And yet I Pind A ":;-
| I'mreluctant to F -
get rid of it. ooy y
'- '
= “—K

b waht tn'" lose?®

L
[T
£

-

The appaaite, }
inaway. L

rr: I get rid
1_ :t. means I'm

1hikd. Forgive my

1 sauing so, Josiah,
but Ghis place has §

L [poked bebter. 4

H'.

reminds you of 8
things Wou don't

- s

l!l

[ didn't realize
Wou still remembered

of it;, . ..'-. b how to get here.

willing l

bo lose bhem. .

40 Wour
o Mother talked ¥
i Yoo into f:-ﬂming
l'& Eo check on me,
eh?

Well, it
wasn't the
onlyreaseon. [
mean, I did
L want to see
A You.

But yes.
gince you
moved back
here, she's
been a little
worried.

A
i "'

AN TN
V" People say the Barker
men are pushy, but no one
ever seems to notice the
' Barker women.
t‘J h W
TR : bt
"‘1‘ \ i Jlli'ui'] sister is the m’l
&\- Y only one who could ever win
W\ an argoment with either me or T ,'
= MY older brother. And my T
davghter is the same way. IF
she decides on soMething,
she gets iti. T S——

; .I conpirm -]\

that. .

Let's go inside
and I'll see about
some coffee,

\

----. ] I E=F=T |
I mean, we spent two days '~ .
dealing with something bhai:- was |
an actual threat ..

| I can't get up the
enthusiasm to beat the snot
out of some cosplay alien

. clowns aPter that., &
Y pea- -~

—F
A

7—/;

v
y

-

/

I don't see the)

dfF’Perem:e : ll
|l <
087 il

It's all bhe same shit.
Teah, we did that becavse obher b
people asked us to help, becavse |
they thought it was important -- l

but I didn't think it was, and I ‘l

still don't.
e, 48
wdh E

el

1

/
e

I}

J =y {
'h' L1
- 4 1I-..

You're
seprious?

We could have

all ended vp as

Mmindless robots,
Kate!

It wouldn't have lasted.
It never does.

None of it matters. We just
pretend it does becavse it's all @
we've got. S0 we might as well

just have Fun with it.

e e —

7 This is Hamilbon. W =
\ My grandson. /S8 /' @randson!

Goodness,

7/ He wouldn't let;
me call him
“grandpa” after I
"\\ 9ot invested.

| | Linda @uinn.
b\ APriend. /-

LAY call me
"'"_l, r"':lumda

V' Pleasedto X
b meets Wou.

I'm surprised she Rt
hasn't been on you about [BEE
,  having children. -

—

7 I'mosurprised you
haven't been on me.

concerned about the
Pamily line ...

Ithinkit'libe a OF
problem if A4 r'ur'l-:‘l :#
out of Barkers.

s
.

'h t

. '= \l!. -‘-m
Bub -- o oPPense i - ‘Ti
meant -- I've never Pelt H\S 7
bhere was much peint asking {/
You, given your inclinations /NS

-
el -

—
Ezekiel, on the
other hand, I need to
_have a chat with. >

You're not: going to believe 4
| this, Josiah, but You may be
S, Piguring the odds wrong.

uul’ I_ PR RSTT —




= |
THE YAEBDS-
: N

Whassameen ...

’
Iu"

don try nn T

" Ghe's oPPicially
out of control.

~ H

.||'

|I|"

\ F'E'-ﬂ'l‘.ﬂE 5 heads to

4 S0 When I,
W'know, came out of ik,
I'd missed the Whole
party!

~ Itwasonya \
matter of time. ,

The last of you
: {.noﬁﬁter-a, I hope. |

WhatImeaﬁ - S
5, this is way .},r Agree, bub

any hope of vs taking |
her' by ourselves.
Eﬁpeﬁralrg with thab .

e,

|I pagt, ME‘E‘E[HQ Wib%' '5|"IE S also way IJ'HE'L‘- '\

_stant Pights
"

!ﬁ_q___,

> -1 We need hﬁlp
‘F "'a.

% -

0=

_Il" < e

7

O e E e -

) 4
I N

I S\
\

Fa

"1 hadn't even
told Aglgre I covldn't
- COM mean, I didn't

\ know I wasn't going to

be there ...

What'd
Aggie
think?

s

i

fThat ‘s bhe t‘-hmg*
Turns out nobody
went to the party.

We &l got robote d?,f'

e

cleaned ovt this
o8 entire horrible mud
. pit at this point.

gotsome gainst ...
whna rid of us ...
yrrth monsrp ...

gon mess Wou ...
LA B m“s M w [ X4

Y Now wou really

are a nonstenr.

You know there
aren't very many of My }
people. IF we cuuid even,
. Pind them. /4

" And she's already ™
turned all of mine into )

i

You want to N,
take this to the
@Eaja.

e EE Ly _J‘

]

)

#* SOME OF H.-I'H.I':ﬂH WE S4AW! IN #5..

=

f‘h S N . { 6h#5€rmu=lu

Bot Aggie didn't -~
because she never
& leaves her hovse, Wknow? e
And she's sitting there and [FEEES
A nobody's showed vp and
she's thinking
"what did I doz"

——
= e

-

/1 don't bhink ™
You should be
trying to get up.
The venom has
cleariy hit wou /

You know, some of /)
your Pplen:tﬁ thought

It won't
matter in just a
. Mmoment.

':L{"#Gcr on, PUR aWaVY.

Shoo.

B o back to\

crawling in

F Well, we ‘ﬁ

Bot you know o
how the seers are, Y&
they'll probably just

say tough tits ... 4

y  And we're not @
{ popular there,
especially not
drel ...
aMmash one
wall and hear

about it Pucking
b Porever, 4

I can't think of
anybody else to go to, \
though. None of the jungle Polk %
would spit; in our Paces ... /" Al right.
Pierbown's too Par ... the 4
s¢orpions are probably A I mean, Iguess |
, warhmg With her ... ,,,-—*’ ; we can try. Ao

E—.- o 0% *r
- . 4
St e s Ryl o
LT
T_ '._._ ..r"_

\_had no idea? Zero! She missed the
> 5 Whole thing. she didn't
'}w g know until I told her.

!?WEIH S0, 9
she's going to

try to have the |
party again :
\next week. &8



Two days of 4
busting our asses and N\,
[psing our minds wondering if
we're going to be able to save
everybody else's, and they
think it was all a really &£
good joke. !

" Well, none of
them remember
much of it.. It's hard 15
to be aPPected by N
something you
weren't really
there For.

Besides, it's
Wour job to take on
the trauma Por them.
That's the herging
business,

That's why I'm not: a
hero. You take emotional
damage even if you did
everything right.

T el ol ol o

Thanks Por
coming. Mint ... SEEE

e

;" I didn’t know

Wou ever spent

W\ time as Plesh and

lood. ; I goinFits.
blood, though. g .\ ot #hess was the

Pirst time I'd used my
robot Form in
Mmonths,

But it seemed like

a good idea not to be
robotic here right now.
You know, she didn't do

that sitvation any

Pavors, and it already

wasn't great.

Yeah.
I'm aware,

20 Wou don't ... bhat could
want to be a be a problem, becavse

"\ hero? That's ... 4 T asked wou to meet Me

so I could ask Por > .
your help. . Monica
Barker wants an

[} I‘J'Ir."_ T L sl
- _uu" " _ﬁgﬂ :
] !

You barely even
kHowW Me ...

No,bub I T
know Wou know O
what you're deing.
And 1 Pigure you're on
Lhe right side or Wou |
wouldn't have helped |
the way You did.

Look, you're
Pight: about the
robotics. That
| situation is going to
, need a lot of care
to calm down.

I don't have
anybody else I can get
who khows the robotic

quarter, who ¢an Punction
there. And we can't do
without someone who
can do that.

Even more would be
betiter, but I don't know
enough to know who I ¢an recruit
there. Mavbe you do.

By the way, I'm not real thrilled

about being a hero either, but

S ofPicial team. She's |8 , ro eith
! I'm told I'm in denial.

LINLIKE MOLLY, WE HAVE SEEN MINT IN Human B balked me into

g FORM, LUBKING AROUND #53 BEFORE SHE SR Porming it.
| T : WA dt. G 2 CHANGES TO ROBOTIC TO APPROALH EYEBOT. E—
LS e DD A T e NS SN
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A red room?
Unexpected.

Jeanne, you know I'm
pleased to see You again,
and you certainly have a

st.anding invitation ...

... but this is an odd hour
Por a social visit and I'm hardly
prepared Por one.

Cut to the chase.

just here to
bring misery,
Jeanne, or was
there something
else You
wanted?

It doesn't matter which
one we need to be more
worried about, becavse, iF it
comes down to it, both of
them can take vs easily.

I do not have an army.

I have a handPul of peaple.
Theu're well-trained,
well-equipped, dedicated and
lowal ... but they aren’t enouvgh.
Not even with Honor's abilities
boosting them.

Neutrality was our only
hope iF it came bo a war,
and now that's shot.

Cheating!

Corven is
assembling Porces. She has

Soileav and Michener on board,
presumably Bonisova since that's
where she's stauing, probably

Isidore,and is trying to get
Prevost.

She got some of
them to come on board by
convincing them they needed a
Lnited dePense against scholz
-- but that's a lie, as vsual.
she'll atback Scholz First, as
sooh as she gebs enough
pecple.

And you
know all this
how?

I have two
people watching
Corven's activities
closely.

There seems Lo
be a lot of that
going around.

I rather
thought that
hevtrality stopped being
an option when You sent
people into the Delp
holdings to deal with
Corven.

Ruby went to some
trovble tio keep Scholz
From realizing you were
involved in that, but she
didn't bother to hide it
Prom Corven.,

And I thought: at
the time that letting
Corven possibly walk away
was a bad idea, but I was in
ho position to argue with
her. Ruby does what she
wants.

THESE EVENTS ARBE IN #45.

Really, Seev?

You didn't
sauy not to
disturb You.

Jeanne
Laval is here,
and it seems

urgent.

... bring her
in here.

IPit's s0
damned urgent,
She can take vs

like Ghis.

We Pound a spy
For Scholz in our
household this morning.
She told vs that scholz is
gearing up Por battle.

Zhe aisotold us that
ScholZ now knows
Honer is here.

I had been
hoping that when the
Pight: came, we could just
barricade and let: it wash
past us. Now that seems a
lot less likely. Scholz
Peels she has a score
to sebtle.

You're more
worried about
Scholz? Seems to me
that Corven has a
grudge or two
against Honor as
well.

We didn't go in to "deal

with Corven,” we went in to

rescue MYy Pather.

——

Which you
khew Wou covldn't
do without
conPronting
Corven,

I'M not
accusing you of
doing something
wrong, Honor --

Then what are
you doing?

You heard her.

We don't have the
people! We can't keep
nevtral becavse we'll be
overrun, We can't pick a side
beravse bobh sides are
horrible. What: are you
recommending we do?
Flee?

I'm Erying tio get to that.




FOR TWE WEEKS NEoW,

CHELLE HEOW TS HAVE
MORE CONTROL OVEE
HEE VISIONS.-

Y'lbnow, it's kind of
hard to tell.

-

-y
But the thing is, if you're ™.
actually a seer, as you've
Found, you're vsuvally not wrong.
Because being a seer isn't just
about having access to all this
data, it's about making good
guesses,

HEJI HAS BEEN TEACHING

407
Pid the Pocus
exercise work?

Are you OK

witih telling me
what you saw?

Oh, sure. Let's see ... I was going to some kind of
temple. Wading through water to get there, There were three

people with me ... Uh, 8 hippo, 8 rhine, and one of the Gaja. Not a :

seer. I don't know who any of them were.

Then I think I was walking inside
the bemple. They weren't with me anymore.

I saw a woman who had skin like a snake, and a
cobra hood. She had a little blue woman with wings
cradled in one arm, and she was about to give
the little person an injection of some kind.
With a syringe, I mean.

And then I was the snake woman? [
vy  bhink? And all of a sudden there was a blue
glowing woman, Ploating in the air, and I thought
she was going to say something to me, but
that's when it ended.

Heji, I understand the part about
having access to all kinds of data, but
that's all Ghings that have happened. How can
I see things that haven't happened? I mean, if
this was a real vision, I kpow none of it has
happened yet ...

You can't. Think of it like
doing research and Porming a
theory. Your brain Pound some Pacts
Wou might not even realize are
important, then tried to hook them
together and guess what would
happen. It just showed it to You It Might not be. I
ds iFit's the Puture. Mean, Your guess might
be wrong.

OF course you still But since this was a

need to be able tio tell

deliberate atbempt to

visions Prom dreams. Visions Y poans it's ot likely o

are usually cryptic, but
dreams are just your brain

sweeping up dust and

Mean nothing. Random.

Uh ... MY own
Puture.

... L Ghink I need to get
some sleep. And have an
actual dream.

My brain Peels like it
heeds some sweeping.

have been a dream.

What were you
tirying to Pocus on,
by the way?

Want me to show g
Wou My secret
technique to ensure £
Vision-Pree sleep? &




THE COBBLES-

’.:'cru akill
awake? £

Mind iP I
sta like this? I
Peel like that's
where I am
tonight.

I mean,
unless You
really want ..

Hanﬂet*'\\*'*
Today's the | ™%
% day Por it."f;

Mather' c?crrven rs

out aff day! Cub of
Hmhparnt **ampa’ei:em 50
there's no chance she'll /
h see U5,

7T don't bhink we (I

/' can wait Por the

next time she does |

| that, AleX Ghinks 40
t.uﬂ, he gave his

~ HOh.
Did you pick
those colors on

I thought it covldn't
¥ possibly hurt. Besides,
¥ everything here is golds and
wellows, which I look horrible
in, and the purple helps
oPPset: that.

¥ The blindPold
Might not do vs
any Favors.

I still Peel more
comPortable "in
public® with my
ewes covered.

And we're
¥ going to have to deal
with the Order guestion
Pirst thing, s0 we might
as well make it
obvious.

sorry. I didn't bhink that
was going to take nearly as
long as it did.

N 4

I've got someone
lined up Por tomorrow.
This one's a little diPPerent.
He doesn't keep muscle
argund. He /s the muscle.
You may have to wear
hit down,

I think he might

be the last Por a while.

We need to step back
and cultivate what we
have before we go
aPter maore.

7 Then bring bhat thing
on over here. )

7/ want to make |
/' sure you're sure
about this. I khow
I've been trying to
convinge you, and I
Lhink this is the /

g choice ...
1 b

... UL it /5
definitelya
choice. You're not
going to be able to
go back after

\ " this.

{ 71 don't, want to )

L go back bo that.

"1‘_
i
ey 1.‘

" I've heen
v bhrnhmg about it a
A/ lot. I don't owe her :
anybhmg I bhau;.jht I '
\  did, but I don't £

You know, you've
changed a lot.

g

¢ Really? I think I'm
pretty much Bhe same.

\ Just ... not going in the

\ SaMe direction I was.

Because that
wasn't really my
direction in the

First place.

S—
A g i

nyway, we don't
have to get up at the Y

crack of dawn )

LONMOPPOW S0 ...

You skill
interested in
Pooling around?

u ._""'-

Where are
Wou going?

I mean, I like
Your ideas
better ... but I
don't think that's
all of its, or even
most of it.

To get equipped. N ) s,
Crossing Highpoint's not <
like it was. We may run

into a little trovble. 4

& And P I've got
Mex's blessing I
Might: as well
wear Alex's
colors,

I also need
MY hecklace.

Yeah.

Brendan gave it
to me. It gives me

some of his
permissions. For
opening doors and

50 on. We maa
,_Wwant that

7 And1 Might
put on some

Makeup.

il
i

o

wipell

-

ALY

o

ol )l

I think I'm just
tired of being tiold that
what she wants is
automatically what I
want.

It isn't.




v
i

- SERENITY- . -

4 \ /~ Sadly, there
' " has been a greaf,
deal of
misinformation
about, us.

\ We are
¢\ offering an
existence of

¥ .. Elissl

« I8

THESE ARE EUPHORICS.

8

- THOUSGH JEX HAS
. " NEVER GOTTEN FULL
. - , - DISCLOSURE ABOUT
Look at them. Thev're THEM (You coulh
FEOSBABLY USE A
. BRIEFING TOO),
- SHE'S ENCOUNTERED
: - THEM EN2UsSH BY
them. They barely even N&W THAT SHE'S
Enow yvou're here. JUSTIFIABLY
SUSFICIEOUS.

Thal i what we offer.

50 I ¢an just
try it out? What
are we talking? A
couple of hours?
A couple of
days?

Thig ig exactly
the kind of

wad talking
< about.
Pon't do it! §
Nobody ever

comes put of : - T
Aoty & . urn loose or
their "trial ol il

o d B v gon get tacked.

period”. B can start your trial '

' immediately. Hew!

[ I didn't 53y yes
veb ...

S

o

(" EPPn skel ... )
( knewyou han't )

I*r none goed ... '|

== SpiUb -- —~T

— -
[ dont't hawve
time for this!
Three days with

i

.'!,;

&

. 3
il

.'.. ‘

3 f\.

- ¥
1“-‘1‘. l' i

L]

N

N

1“'
e

Lk
|
. _:‘E,:
s

shit cept make
hard see ... seff
this, gon shove

/

‘"

Moy 75!
i ‘I'"f- d ..:'f'.

vuaaaashhh

HuhZ
Havlin me?
No ... an't want ...

hMmAP ...
o00h ...
s'boo good ...
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_anmEEEE

-. _.—f"'""_'_.___'_'_""""-a\
My, my. W lanne, I wouldn't have ~
« thought you'd have been
interested in Bonisova's
pseudo-RBoman kitsch.

I'm not into
ancient history
much muself, but
everybody's gotta
like something.

This is Holly.
Formeriy of the
Order of Yision.

Formeriy?

Yes, though
Corven doesn't
know that yet.

Maybe we can.
There might be some
possibilities.

Chancy ones, you <
W ULnderstand, but better
d than none, which is what I'd )
\ had told you we had a Pew
daws ago. vy

- There are a Pew other ‘
“bits and pieces" we need to

get ... but I think we can get
bhem, anda I think we can get
them quickly enough.

= g
> o Iy
7 We were on rsi-ue-\q-.~ '
/' verge of sitting down
to luneh. Why don't you
join vs, and we'll
strategize abit. 4%
i--

[

BACK TC SEEENITY.

For
pity's sake,

hold atill

I -Fii"“jb.\ T

i . &

Good!
Always Pollow
through with the Pull
motion. Don't tiry to
cut it short.

_.',_,..--'"'_'_'_""'--.._‘_
~ It'snmo T
different Prom
 psevdo-Japanese
kitsch.

I believe you
khow Honor Delp.

!

e

& Honor, would You mind
showing Holly there? I want a

moment Go talk to Hanne.

Do we try the
disruptors?

You could 5ay that. Rk

Don't let Corven
Find out this is
where you're hiding.
She has a grudge.

UnPortunately,
Wwe think she may
already know.

Then you are
definitely going to
want to have a
dePensive plan.

e

That seems bo
be this week's
theme song.

Hanne,
just a0 I'm
¢clear: Are you
oPPering us help
with that?

More like
mutoal aid?

Bonisova's caught in the
middle, like vs. He's trying to
Pigure out how he can throw Corven
out saPely and protect his people,
but he doesn't: have the
resources on his own.

We were hoping we could N
cook something up, Prom all
our bits and pieces.

HANNE HAS MET JUST ABLUT EVERYEONE SIGNIFICANT IN
HIGHPOINT FBEOM HEE TIME AS BEENDAN'S BLDYSUARD.

" 1 didn't mean t
sprprise wou with it. I

just haven't

Ok, that's
enough.

Not Ghis bime.
they won't do
anything.

Leyna saus the

thing to do with these is

just to take oPP the gear,
especially that gizmo on

the back of the neck. 4

Y Hate bo interrupt
her at a delicate
time, but ...

4

& seen Wou. In
Pact, I wasn't sure
h. Where Yyou were.

Hiding.
I'll explain more
when we sit &
down.

¥ It's all right.

I didn't Peel like we
had that kind of
relationship anyway,
did we?

Actoaliy, I'm
thrilled that you've
Pound somebody.

... You know, I could
53y the same Lo You.

That helmet is really
L cute on You, by the way.

Alwaus be aware
of where the gun's
peinting.

Awww/

But that was
50 good ...

IP you liked it
that much I'm sure
they can set you up

permanently. 4

aina’
Ee nice!

You'd betiter be
certain about it,
though.




MEANWHILE, IN THE UNCHARTED ZONE THE EUPHORICS AFPPARENTL Y CALL HOME ---

A Fun slide,

il but now got
4,y Pigure get out
) ‘. e Ehis rosh.
* .

, - . T
¥
e \ -
" i) -— 1 - o
p gee.
tr,; k- - \ = > -
. = ® “ & ’
. - ok .
| A—— good. b
| L8 Needed that. P . -
| “ T 5 ”,

-\' .

+

here, han't
none portal ...
Might need
recall ...

That skel. . . . Got get Honor
What pull now? : - \ 2 khat rez.
' Might crox.

... don't think
Wou readlize the
\ motoal benefit.

I get your
help to win my Pight,
yes ... buk once we've
: , won, Wou have a farge
. First, Tdont new pool of peap!g
gpeak for everyone ko convert
here, I've told you that. i
There are other
speakers, We would Recall,
need to confer. guess ...

I thought you did
that aPter the last
Lime We spoke.

Maybe
T o R R save place?
Han't hear TR v o, SNl e Might need
ﬁhrt in thli;." . Skt { ,I.-' ot = -.'.!f':‘-':'ﬂ.rlﬂ.. d.F_":'.:I_lltnt‘- 201T1E COME bach_
got go rovnd 4 e i e e occasional lapses, we do -
close " tend to want people to join
g us voluntarily. You seem to
be operating under the
impresdion that --

Vi T . T - - : THOUGHT
/" appreciste ' MAYBE
appreciate the _ : _ : MAVE
gift, don't get me ¥ ...but I'm not e CH. : :
b wrong - sure What to do = . : W seTrer
e st - | = Y WITCH HERE
" ' THAN OUT
MAKING
TROUBLE.

7 ... Pair, but 1
we can't just
keep her in this

cage...

Listen to your
troll, Rani. She's
obviously smarter
than you are.

Step back, . | " Who the hell are yov?
bays, you : What are you doing here? Do I
DEGHEr: M. know Wou Prom somewhere?

7 You just don't
" have the mindset,
S Por bhis, Rani.

- S I'M someone ™
You're squandering 3 who's a lot better '\
SN resources, and when you : (T _ at all of this than
B get handed new ones, You -4 Wou are.
S don't know what to do with i ¥ 4
them. It's a shame. - - £ foriii h:
s ] on in
we've ever met, bub
I've learned all kinds of |
things about wou, the /
past Pew days.




=

Ineeda
kingdom. I have |

You're starting a
hice litble kingdom here,
but you're obviousiy J
incompetent to run it. /

\/ Get out of here! "\
{* Chully, you and the
others throw her out! =

-~ fan't i e
She can't just -- ¢an't joorrr

-

. o ah? Havorr? ;
e -~ i Nhrr ahhar! e W

e =
¥, ¥

e TR

OK. Anybody
else got any
problems with My
being the new
boss?

You know, I
tLhink it's unPair that , _
Wou created these big - . - B ... No,
dumb things and didn't s P ey A MILAPY.
give them anybody to oy L
: play with. Ty
I mean, look at them.
You want creatures that
size walking around in a state : A
of sexval Prustration all the e | _ BN, AP 5 L
time? You just wer'e;l‘t i o g o SR N IR ] v
inking, were Wou? - ’ y Y L A o
thinking, were wou iy s o ‘&2 1 .
y Go spread the word while I
A Pigure out what to do with /
“m  this creature.

< i

P

ST Ty = N
il - ——=n

i

: 1 Pre I'MSore
Well, now you = i . she's use[ﬂur Pop!
won't really have to = something.
do any thinking. I'm '
sure that'll be a
relief.

It's a nice ’
setup, but ... I Nor drugs, How do Wou Peel
may not be the e Fflgf" ﬁ;h*l‘éf';ﬂg about bringing someone
= : else like that. : in on this?
I thought . Lot 5 else in on this?
Wou were 8 ' :
genivs at bhis ik
o kind of thing. |
technical ability. V8
I won't be able to |
evalvate what I
Make. I won't
know iF it's

7 The problem is, what you
Yeah, weah. want isn't just alge ¢raft.
- It's ﬂaa handeralt.
i . ' [ take it - - = Qld school.
ALGORITHMIST jou'ne ot .
AND HACKER. : MUch of a 50 Wou also need someone who
UHSAH!?E? : ; : ; - ME‘ESEHQ with the P 3

machine. Might
break it.

Fil doesn't
drink at all.

Do you have
“ anyone in mind?
I have other vices. |
PA2LE, FIET'S
SIENIFICANT OTHER
AND FIL'S
LONG-SUFFERING Matter of Pack,
OLDER SIBLING- Wes. And I happen to

know he's available.

S0, hext question:
Can Wou think of anybody
else wWho has the strange

skill set we need who
Might: be interested?

The idea is to
get encugh people
that none of us have to
be on the street so much
we get burned out. And of
- course we still want time
ELE&.?;:-:N i : _ and energy Por our
j o obher|ob. -

More
X abi
Eb h};e:‘t["ﬁg ::I fﬂ You still OK with
thab pars too? I 5
know it's hard to say, Oh, sure! ,
since we're not &il won't be too happy, HAAN HOW
running yet ... but she's got plenty of many arg i ok
- giggle -- people, and it sounds like looking For? thp ﬁ_g b e
I guess it would / you're planning on more Mmore o start opP
depend on the sex. interesting 1..,11' 5 oPF,
S cUSEOMERS . Which in practice
- : probably means

@reat! “e*.fergbadguwre
But I don't vavally have Then welcome aboard. ¢an get.

sex that long. i We'll do some more
We were ovt: Por hours, Yeah T 5 training runs with you, of
php : course, but you're —
That won tbe _ picking it vp Past. ... 1 can think of
typical. | o a Pew You Mmight
We hope. i, want to ask.




CENTURY-

You've got a
lot of nerve!

APter all the
Lhings you did?
I should petirify wou
and push you over
Lhis edge’

You remember the
Yenomorph clob. I ...
thought I had Priends there.
I thought: it was the Pirst
time I had a group of
people I Pit with.

But it turned ouk
the only Priend I had
there was you. None of the
others ... they didn't know
what to do with me. You
know I was the club's
only robotic?

And then there
was the Sprue, and
Century, and the robotic
guarter here ... and there

were others like me ... and
hone of the rest of you
really accepted us, or
understood vs.
Lois, please ...

I...the idea of
separating, being our
own isolated thing where we
didn't have to put vp with
: \ everybody else ...
;  Lhnowlcan't I believed in it;, Por a while.
[ apologize, I know an Even the ones who were
apﬂ'mgﬂ Wﬂﬂ.ll'dn tl ever ramg tlﬂ' Mme.
be enough ... I just
want to explain.

Why I Pucked vp
like I did.

BY the time I realized
none of it helped at all or
Meant anything because the
person I really needed was
Hou, it was way too late.

YoU CAN SEE IX JOIN THE XENOMOBPHS WAY BACK IN #12. THE £LUB NO
LONSER EXISTS, AND THE XENOMORFPHS HAVE SCATTERED ALL £OVER AY.

g .. You are I]l] P e
R a1 N just about the p . Laontwanutode N
o8 Wishates T cams pix. and | [\ biggest ool I ha L {0y eis argmore acher 12
nobody will be My Priend T 6V KNown. I Suopped being Fon. Peope
again i]'.?!"l.":'bﬂblb"l o : = Who don't: bnderstand the
’ Y R‘x‘__‘_rutes have ruined it.

T

All of tihe ~g
Xenomorphs liked wou, as
Par as I could tell. You were
the one whe had trouble
approaching them, not the

other way ‘round. -

And when you \
started to get ... well,
radicalized ... and spending
all your time in the robotic
quarter, I was like "Aren't S
we Priends? What did I
do to her?"

When you were : > |
part of the robot o/ about going to
takeover -- I mean, the ' another zone,
Pirst one, the one that |8 Making a Presh |
didn't get Par -- that.  fm " start. Maybe
really hort, when I saw b theYards. &

... and I'm so disgusted
with the way I got vsed that I
don't want to be a robotic anymore.

Isn't that hilarious? I blew awaw Wou with Ghem.

everything else Por it, and now I 3
don't even have that. l
|

.. I really don't >
krow wWhat to do with Y Want to come |
LOIS MEANS BRISET'S SCHEME IN Mou sometimes. o\ with me?

#24, NOT THE EYEBLT BUSINESS
F&M THE FAST SEVERAL ISSUES-

&AJA LANDS, THE YARDS -

' Y 18 " . s .
sorry to ;! n' :',!" y Completely blew vs oPP! N g

distorb wour U8l 1 knewwe should have made B It's not that and
Mediﬁafﬂgn. B g Crel stay outside ... Wou know it, Tabe. I did
You Pemember the S OO g8\ ‘warn you. They're just
vision You had three P F Shk\ =y T g cowards.
days agoe?® ' N il = =t
\

e

You khow
the rules ... you
don't ever have to
tell anubody what wou
see in visions, iF you
don't want.

But ... They won't

intervene in
_ ; _ ; anything. As long as
L think -- iP ;] % e\ o R it doesn't come to their
you're willing -- i i o e\ B ~. gates, they don't care.
that you should %1 ! RN ey Turning everybody in
come tell Tasa 1% % /4 T .l | the swamp into an
about it. g . _ animal? Not their

You mean
right now £

It could be
important.

That's not
entirely Pair, Jeri.

Our Pirst Three nights ago, attempting to
priority must Pocus on her own Puture, Chelle had a vision
always be the oP herselP accompanying the three of wou

saPety of our : :
f i into the cobra queen's temple. S ind that's it?

You oPPer vs one
seer? We need an

She agrees this is army.
dePinite, and is willing .
to go with you.

OPben it's all
we can do to probect
ourselves, IP a serious
threat came, we Might - _
not be able to o i And what if
withstand. that's the way it's

supposed to be? The paradox of
being a seer is the
More Wou learn, the

~ tointervene. To ‘ : less willing Wou are
intervene is often to 4 to meddle.

o provoke. S0, no, we don't
. FE'ﬁpﬂ'Hd to oubside Jeri's rr[ghtl -- You
. events. don't care!

It doesn't bother you that

all of my people have been

transPormed, or that all of

the gators have been

devolved ...

What iP stopping
the cobra queen now is
the wrong choice What if
that vitimately makes

i Z We
You khow, When she everything worse?
comes Por Wou, You won't don't know. We can't

have any support! No possibly khow.

> Sometimes we . 4 wonderyou worry about
¥ receive a clear indication Wour ability to dePend

of the way we are meant to Wourselves!
proceed. In a vision. In those - Clear indicators only.
cases, the situation is I'm sorry.
diPPerent.




SEEENITY.- .
A One of the things I

I left the
/ ; : don't like about this zone Cobbles, Fell. Took
T i how hard it: is to Pind a big money hit:

shadowy back places to

: doing it.
<= meet; people. 4

Yeah, I
think I'd heard
Wou didn't like

Serenity.

2o Why'd Wou Mmove
here? You didn't get
thrown out of the
Cobbles, did wou? I lePt becauvse I Pound out the
Boss is Clayton Barker, and
that's just not acceptable.

Not even a
chance to do
_ Something IP I admit you
interesting far g have a point, you'll
change? just use it
against me.

You were the best,
Fell. World-class. And
then, Por some reason

nobody 1 asked can Pathom,

Wou went and wasted it by
kicking around with
carawy. For years.

I don't know
anything about him. I try
to know as little about Working with

Barkers as I can. Carawy meant nobody
would come along and ask
I doknow that if me to do damnPool things
Wou're about to ask me to like Laking on a Barker. It
take on a Barker, I'm was a hell of a lot
leaving. There isn't a bhing safer.
You could give me that'd
be worth that.

Maybe, but did Wou
actually fike it?

Al rights, give

me the pitich.

FABIAN DUPRE'S PERSONAL SPACE, CENTURY.-

It's not L
going to be 1
weird, Monica ...
i6'5 not, going to be )

Ib}ﬁ;dﬂ'... ,} ' : L': . Ch MY goodness,

s A ' . Wou're even cuter
; L out of costume !

I did mot
mean to say

\,  that.

dan we
just pretend I
was, uh ...
normal?z

OU, Ladmitit,I NP e 1 oo

I've always stalked you a little. ,UEU“ A e
thought normal | ;,,f\ ngp;r de way to

was kindof B _ Pind you --—

overrated. 7 Besides, how . \a-._,_____{ It's OK.

=/ normal can you N
be? You're a
Barker.

You don't
tLhink Barkers
are normal?

Didn't mean it: like \

that. It's just ... your e
lives aren't like . ,

everybody else's.

i

S—=1'd been trying to
Pigure out how the
heck wou Pind a Barker
P you want to see
S them again.

\ You're a lob
) harder to Pind

For example, you than I am.

¢an Pind out where
people live.

,#_ﬁ.'

.. Wou had?

-

I
.F.
J L ~
.. |-
L N

I...0h---
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