THE YARDS . SOMEWHERE IN THE GRASSLANDS, BARELY DAWN.

THE CAMFPSITE OF THE ROVERS, A FERIFATETIC BAND OF ADVENTURERS-

Good morrow to we ... I won't
say 'stranger,’ Por I ken yer Pace,
but I misplace yer name ...

What brings
Wou out into the
wilderness?

My Pace is
easier to
remember, sel.
I'm Naomi.

No shame in
it. It's been
quite a while.

Aye, 50 it has.

The same as
ever, I'm aPraid.

Ye'll be
lookin' Por Lilac I need to talk to

Pauline, as soon as we
A ohing %gﬁnt can arrange it without

the others noticing. Pauline lePt, Naomi.

She's moved on.

She didn't tell you?

e

= e,

7 Now why This would have

(' would she do ) been ... kMM ... 3 bit over We'd discussed it Por a

\, that? three months agoe? It's 50 While bePore that. 4he was getting
i Eaﬁ)p bo lose track of biMe. | poped, and T think she stawed as long
es. I bhink s0. Three as she did only becavse she Pelt
Months and a week. guilty about leaving me.

She's not really Mlg
mother. And that kind of thing
doesn't bother me, anyway.

But then
Emmy and I became a
thing, and the pressure was
oPF and we bobh knew it. She
wanted to go have some new
adventures, I didn't. I
like it here.

Al

Y

v "; *Would I have to come
L looking Por her if she

' ."n, ever bobhered to tell me
h 8 damned thing?

I'm Goo busy
being annoyed to be
bothered. All it would
have taken was one
Mmessage ...

She won't - ¥ Maybe she

respond to messages
even under normal
circomstances, why should
Mmajor ¢changes be any
difPerent

didn't want you to
know? Or is that the
annoying part?

She /s entitled to

She changed her have her own liPe ...

dppearance. sort of a
Wounger, paler version of
herselP. That was

=}
another ClV€ ... =Tt vink she's got ...
Uh ... physical needs she
wasn't getting satisfied. she
and I never had that kind of
relationship.

Except she's kind of not.

- Sigh --

' She can't just disappear, no matter
9P oot tehal-o how Much she Wants to.

And I have to
Make sure she's 0K,
Which is going to be
even harder now ... no
ided where she s, You kRnow ...

doesn't look like herselP,
isn't stupid enough to
be vsing her real
nhame ...

Hou Might consider
changing your
appearance too,
Por a while.

No, she's
tra\reﬂmg as
“Peri.

Try asking
around Grawtower
Pirst. That was where
she was heading, at
least to start.

You might even

check With a seer. You wander
around in that skin, Maube I am.

some people will be
reluctant to bell you
anuthing. They'll think
& you're a demon.
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" e 4

STORY AND fMﬂ&EG{ TRILBY




ELSEWHEEE IN THE YARDS.

- Ch my god I
— . i am so Pue chking
" - T - = - i bored.
hoogh

THIS PERSON IS CALLED BY SEVERAL
ES, BUT THE MOST @Wﬁ?’ HEAED

ONE IS THE VIOLET -

- J : M SﬂME hﬁﬁff FOLKS HAD BEEN GETTING PAID TO TAKE PEOPLE CAFPTIVE AND BRING THEM T& THE VIOLET LADY -.. FOR WHO KNOWS
J"""' HHAT FU.EPd?ﬁE.* Lﬂ.ﬁf ISSUE, WE E:I'-'-’!HJ CEES WAS ON A MISSION TL INVESTIGATE WHAT HAD BECOME OF THOSE PEOFPLE AND FEEE THEM.

Pown, Wou "= :
horrible thing! —
o
e -_ g I, " Well, you
g can't have it.

You can smell that,
¢an't You? Even through
that litkle misshapen nose. ,
You want it. I know Wou ever let: that
want it 0 badly. Lgly tongue
. inside me. /

g

Aw. g0
pathetic. Go on,
Make some more

noises. It's
hilariovs.

THE MISSION DIDN'T &2 WELL FOR CRES.

T

Maube gou f P ' \ )’ I thought i
; o ght it Was the
|.f ﬁhﬂuiﬁ play with - : p? b, = 0o Punniest thing ever ... the Pirst

yourselP. Would . . _ k0 : : :
H"‘-‘. that help? ; e twenty or Ghirty times.

Pof; ﬂg a}’,{;‘:_‘;aég#t | Anyway, just remember,

: o . While you're grunting and
ng:eﬁ r;géﬂé:;%u:;;ﬁ[e drooling and having Wour ¢lumsy
Vot RaOiE ponar clownshow sex ... T wanb Wou to be
' aware of how ridiculovs You are
the whole time.

I want you to
never Porget that
Wou're a monster. That
Wou're all monsters, That
Wou're only Pit to be
around monsters,

I want you
to hate that
Yol're a monster.
Hate it every
second.

That's so sad.

7 No one knows
Wou were once a
human. No one knows
where you went, or
what happened to You.
Thew've already
. Porgotten you.
But don't worry, .
in @ minute I'Nl let wou
Wobble back to the other
monsters and you ¢an all
climb on top of each other
bntil you manage it.
As psoal.

And you'll never be
a human again.

?ﬂ ."F

ugh .. - " |
hard to .. arwagﬁ : ; No/not: a
oPP-balance ... T - monster ...

-
-

= =5 AV

'.'-'..-d—- p— |
--" .._-d-'::'.
=

\ 5
ﬁ 'g*; \
o Ta L'
8 4 getting all
¥ \ muddy again ...

can't let it ...

... did that
On purpose ... 0
we always look
stopid ...

... because
we arestupid ...
stupid little
monsters ... _

monster ...
not @ monster ..
_ have to remember _.
r ...haveto..to 18
geb ...



m&ﬁuwms, MU.—.':H FUETHEE wury, A vs.er m@ﬁéxf’ﬁp Y EQRCE
o] g R 5 e = “- = J' L P Yeah. It's hilarious. They
. the thmg % s - wouldn't let me in unless
is, I barely had enough N . andnowI'm having to adjust f- *\ became Gaja, but they won't
time to adjust to bemg an 4 to being human again, which is really N & let me out like that.
elephant .. il ,  strange. I Mmean, Wou wouldn't think

that would be a problem.

I think it's just
the seers, though?
Like, they wouldn't have

cared if I hadn't been ;
there Por seer IP you hadn't
training. been accepted Por

seer training, they
wouldn't have let you
stay long at afl.

They don't like
visitors, and they don't
like any of us leaving. I've
been pretty unwelcome back 8
there ever since I Pirst
wandered out.

; A = : s The seers are
Why didn't you jost e NS e — - isolationist, that's all there is
stay GajaZ It would have . oI Ny " - to it. No matber what excuses they
probably been better, = Ty ; L make. They want all Gaja to stay in
Por this ... g q that ‘-’HEEH at all times, and Por the
- e rest of the world to not interact
[ “f 'i:‘rci”éi’;t ) With them in any way.
It sbinks.

.r’,.-"' ‘iﬂﬁ:ﬂlaﬂr IIM HE"t‘l -“"‘\..__ L ] - : ' .. | SH. butl tlth'E"El F-E'E"
sure it matters one : danger here. The cobra :
Way or the other. 48 .| Queenisn't going to " I know that, Tabe!

Welcome US With oper If it's dangerous, and You know |
f"" We don't have enough power, wht_a:
= are you three going?

S

I don't théﬁlh I'll be
any more useful to wou as a e
hUMan than as a Gaja. AP Noboay else will.
Or any less. You don't —
il sound very Bight..
opbimistic. _ ' Same answer.
Youwere the one :
who said what you really
heeded was an army. I'm
hot that. I'm 8
half-baked seer.

You didn't have
bo come ...

I think it's important. I don't ; Tabe!
know why it's important yet, g atop trying bo
but the back of my brain tells : s discouraae her
me it is, and I'm trying bo = . = ’
learn to trust what: it
tells me.

We need all the
help we can get.

GEAYTOWEE -

Uh ...
These are whole
Pish ..

I mean,
Uhless Wou're
just selling the

By heads ...

@Get your Pish
heads here!

I'm not selling

\ anything, dearie. I'm giving Pish

heads to everybody
Who heeds them.

i - i
5 » = L v
J I
=3 ¥ 4

| P il
S
= N
B g

o

i You can't just --

Kt
( Now, don't be
impatient.

. - ’ » -... : 4 | ..
There Wou go! You . Aol H
look mOCh betber! d b~ T o
| | Y Dienty of Pish
Now go Pish! & ; in the sea.

-~ hee hee heg --
-




Heu!
You!
Witih the Pish!

That is
against the
rules of civie

conduct!
Jedse at once!

Sounds Pishy |, J
_tome.

Fish heads, Pish heaas,
roly-poly Pish heads ...

e l-
e

EFPUTEDLY FEEM THE WHOLLY CRDER £F BAEBNES.

A e L

assault to your
oPPenses ... 4

Ch, that
didn't work/

- jost
have to give Wou the &
- sack, then., /

Time tio Pish or
cut bait! See you  J
[ater, sad sacks!

8 iﬂ' 6

Don't worry,
sweetie, I have
MDFE than one.

RePlect upon
that Por a time,
Pree of
distractions.

Thew're right,
Wou know.

It is unacceptable
behavior Por anyone
who claims to be a
Priend of our city.

T think you shovld be
the one bo bell bhe
b-ﬁFE‘ﬂEﬁ'ﬁ about this.

Ithink Yoo
must be out of
Wour mind.

Keep her in a saPe
place, won't you?




HIGHPOINT, WHERE HONOR AND FMLE*@E'E 8N A DIPLOMATIC MISSION ...

r SATH
M- o : ¢ 7

I've only seen
skone once, briefly. I
don't even remember

what he looks like.

No one knows
what he looks like.

)
|

" Uh... good
aPternoon.

W I'mlady N
Thallivm and this is j

by’ | Lady Pelp. We need to
=\ speak to Lord Stone.
' It's estate

He's not a social N :
b business.

creature. Bub I've visited him
a8 Pew times, and I think we got
dlong reasonably well.

AR, Violet!

sorry, I was
coming ovt to meet
you, it just took me a
moment.

We're not:
well attuned to
visitors. Why, I haven't
had my mask oPFf in I don't
know how long. Can
barely remember how
to speak.

HopePully that: will
get LS in the door.

The masks don't
help eitiher.

Are these ...
Are they ...7

They spend a lot of
time like that.

But is he ... I mean,
is he waiting Por vs or
do we have to look
around Por him or --

Well, it was
always gaing to
happen. One must
eventoally practice
what one
preaches.,

You khow MY
principles. Serenity
i5 brought about by

Uh-hoh.

oniby, and vnity is dided |

by chiformity. I covldn't
go on any longer looking
difPerent From my
household.

You ¢an certainiy

sGill call me Jerome.

You've ...

changed a lot since I
. |35t saw You.

- It seems to be
what they're into. y

B

o -

Should I
assume this is not
a social visit?

o

"--...___‘_‘_______._,__.--""

Uh ... hello?
Anybody in there?

I wish it
were, but no.

How much
are you aware of
bhe situation with
Seholz and Mother
Corven of the Order
oFf Vision?

1’ It's always so
tricky inberacting
with someone who

doesn't talk.

Inspirational
Figure?

Forget it,, Honor,
she's checked out.
Come on, let's look.

Now, Viclet, you
kHow how Much we keep
to ourselves, I haven't

heard a thing.

15 Scholz
being even worse
than vspal?

Jerome, I'm
sorry to ask Por your
time, but I think you're
geoing to want to know
the Pacts.

This mess is nob
going to respect
Your privacy.




ves d gﬂ;ﬁﬂ,ﬂ:‘rﬁh ?,: It seemed right. gl.?ﬂﬂd‘irihf
| 4hewas making people ou're driPting
into Bish ... back already.
sure, but : Can't go
You didn't just all the way
leave her in the | without, --
street? 7 The City Watich
took care of her., I khow
They tried to stop her You ¢an't do
Pirst.. She wasn't Eﬂl'fﬂ.l"l'l’rﬂ.ﬂ
seared of them. withouk J'EE'.

I bet they're
starting to get
scared of you,

Ghough.

8p did I do good?
Can I go back now?

~-Bigh--
You know, you're
Mmuch more Pon to
talk to When
you're ... b
| Plegeegse? .
Wow.
_ - - . You were redlly in
Pl o'y TR
=il ; -

Prooled your
brains out in half a

second.

UhhRUR ... What are you
what I thought ... waiting PorZ

You are the ! Silly puppy, you
| randiest little thing ... can get Lp here and
' T e Y Wou know it.

-~ QO0Er -~

... You can't
understand a word

... let's move 6o I'm saying.

the bed and do this
properly ...

ooooh!
Here, giri! S Good girl!
Here! -
CJome on!

-- MMh -~
thab's right ...

DR. CHAPMAN'S FACILITY IN THE A4 SLEEF COMPLEX. -

Wow!

How long have wou N I mean, I guess I knew
had all this? X Wou would be, but --

And who's this?

Yeah, I wasn't born
a Dallier. I don't think
anybody was.

_ Eeli Hakkannen.

Have you ever been

Awake bePore? Oh.
40 that's what she looks like.

; Are we trying something?
0.
It's weird.
Especially not having
hair.

Mmhm. The reason you
couldn't geb through to her is

You get that she's looping. Stuck in a
Technically, I don't "have" it. vsed to it. closed Mgngar %ﬂgﬁapmr This Pacility lets me send

They let me vse it. Buby wears a wig .
out here, but I never ﬁmeangrilig gdlrb;aih% loop be \

5aw much point.

SEE LAST ISSUE T cATEH UFP 2N WHAT THIS 1S ABLUT.
fLal

I

You mean into o o Tell me again what I

her mind? I'm looking Por?

Indirectiy. Her
loop is maniPest --
she's actually
experiencing it,
somewhere in Sleep that
we can't obherwise get
to. A very private
personal space.

;-"';I ;I:l-ﬂn‘t hH%W.
CEhy — ' - NEP
into that space. 4[4
Well, ]r: hope } 5truct§#: :?F i he loop
Wou don't mean vsvally becomes

me. I'm not
gualified. _ appacrl*&g tp;an:-ett Y

You'd be surprised. It

1 : : e M " Then Wou have to
doesn't necessarily require : ;
psuchological training. That's No. IP she stays in too 4 X Pind @ way to do

not the akill aet. leng or I get other indicators something the loop doesn't

it's not going well, I can pull expect you to do. Refuse to |

her out Without Fisk, e rules. Br
“But loops like this are | RIL e S Sren

But, ho, I'M sending Josie. travmatic, almost by
I thought it might be good Por Wou to dePinition. They can be -- vsyually
be here. As moral support. dre -- d very intense and

unpleasant experience.



' .. lean't
even tell what
Ehis is.

Now I can't
even see the
ground. Can't

really see
anybhing ...

Some kind of
demented Pactory?
Conveyor belts and

¢arriers and mechanical
arms and ...

Hello?

Is anyone in here?

Ch, no, den't
Wou pub me in
bhose!

7 I'msureI'm
ot going to like
Y wherever I'm

going ... bub I T-

[ can't get loose.

b e
5
,,.--a.:""_"l---
r And iP I did \,1
> getloose, I &
can’t even tell &

? how Par I'd Pall. j :

=] Jis
uﬁ“"" Jr — |

)
a
o
O
o0
[ ]

=

EJ
It's making me

like Eeli.

I don't want
any of this! I'm
just trying to Pind
somebody! What
are Wou doing?

4 ‘—_.-;--—q___

Oh, now, wait ...

Ne, no, no!

I'm trying to

PindEeli! T don't

want to be her!

CJome back here!
Let me oUt of Ehis!

n gl

"~ ...You don't
have to do that ...

-= O,
waib, don't let me
go, we got way off
the ground real
Past -~




Finally not
Pastenedto anythin

... I've gob tio get: of

this while I have a
chance ...

= OOF -~
It's hard to get any
traction ... and I Peel
50 StiFF, it's hard to
Move at all ...

pog ...
mouth's all
strange ... no

arms or fE’gE i |

everything else ;
Feels ...
swollen ... §

= Now what —=
2 is all bhis? It &
8 Peels kind of &
likg -~ 4

NoG that
it would do
anything i I
could ..

THE VENCES JESIE (5 HEABING AN BE FLUND IN #42.

Where am I
going?
[ can't see ...
what's that
down there?




Ok, whatever I
just got attached to,
now I can't move at al,

except wiggle these
vseless Plippers ...

-

And now what?
I can't get away Prom it ...

e

T

oh god,i'm @
sex toy .. :
This isn't MY loop.
This is Eeli's loop.
- This isn't me ...
can't move ... huge
cock in my mouth ...
something atbached vp
r  Mmybutt... not ... It
~= MMPh ==
doesn’t have to
affect me ... I can

rs NOG ; e, get ovt of it ...
supposed to ' g . Ican--
like it ... _

Here We go again.

OK. As
spon as I'm
loose Prom the
tray, I'll roll ofP
the table before «
the arm can get
ME ... :

No, you don't!
@et away Prom me!

whoa!
PidI do it?
Did I break the thing?

‘..I'*"..ui"..i'...r_.-!_,,.- 1

e -
~

Looks like
everything is --

OW, that didn't
work out ...

.. buk it's not too
late, I can
- Mg&f -
get out of this ...

... just have to
remember i'm not a
sex doll ...

- DUAMMMS -~
not @ sex doll ...
this isn't me ...




O¥, but T L«}
don't believe {
Por 8 second )

I'M really f

0vb. o - | F B P P, . it again.

| a®
B 1 have W

" t0 get reminded
)

' L of my Pailed
Maube the ' L athbempts?

thing to do is not let - : et L
Lhe claw grab me here ... o,

it's probably coming = |
1§ Whit are wou both }
\

o

just sitting there? Why
didn't you resist £z

¢an do it bhis

biMe ... just have

to Pind bhe right
moment ...

duomb ...
{ like doll ...

r/“’“" E;LLEibe doll ... J el 00
A loops making )) T no S beatit before ... 3

\.  headbad ... ¥ can'tbedoll ... ¥ peat it every time ... 3
| r) Eﬂ _ A seenallithas..
— ; ' - .- 4

- &

=

sneaky dumb loop
waited &ill ...

—

MMMAR
FOB AR
0000
.ocan't ..

not Pair!
not Paird

O'mon, break oot of it!

You are not a sex doll!




Yeah, it's me.

e When she realized
You were stuck, she was
£ gonna pull you out, but I
asked what'd happen if I
went in too.

Turns out the loop was
50 busy looping Yoo it

didn't even notice me. Let's get Wou out

oP this.

>
4he

S0
‘5

[
LA

-
U heed to }
Ebuut ltl"

-

PI..

have sex with

h -Sﬂ .wbﬂm' ,—

/" Ldon' think A
| playing wit Mﬁenﬂ}
x i5 going bo do it. 4

~  It's not just abouts
/ horny. It's about getting
| past that scenario. &r I think
it's just going to keep running
,  around in little sweaty
: circles in My head.

But it's been a
long time since I was 3
Wwith somebody and I )
don't have -- f-"

/ '--_ -

Yes, and it looks like in
e her case that was most of
i the problem.

&
-.1-:.

Yeah, I think
we did.

| Look, the Whole
thing's Pading out.
It's coming apart.

Wouldn't: be
surprised if any
second now --

it worked?
out of the loop?

! . § Come on.
@reat! Sowe It'll be OK,.
¢an start
post-traovma rehab

now and she'll ~___

T
You're not
deing
post-anything

Look, You know
she's right. You just
went through a lot.

M Ulen o unkil you get
.~ ®_ s0me rest.
. %_ &
But she t
J'.'I.lght'l""

) .
:’! No, she won't.
Y Becavse I'm nob
even going to have
her moved back to a
bed Por at least
another twelve
hours, She ﬂEE‘d::-
rest too.

f‘

L

Go home. And make
sure Wou get some real
sleep. Backwrench, would
l_r':I-S'U bahl‘? hEF tlﬂ bEd? i 1”-':.'__”':' H-:'L] 'ﬂl:'
me aPavor and neet
me in medical when
we get back?

L SR
{ Not exactiy.

Bout "net
\  exactly"?

Y I mean, veah,
= ther F:-"w."al".-ﬂ stupP I

!“ \\ to process. &

,H,'.’

I
{
i
Iﬁ!ﬁ' o .j-h.
I'm pissed oPP
that I couldn't
break out by
myself ... 4

ﬂ
u'flr

worried, or I Peel
guilty, or maybe both,
that the reasonl
couldn't break out tg
MyselP was that I
enjoved the scenario 4
Loo MUCh. : ia -.n.y ar:tuar prﬂbrem

Pight now.

e

Probably both.

—

My "‘“-.I
4 place is
Well, we can't go biny.
B to my place. You're ; '

. ot allowed in.

¥ Butit's very clean. I'm kind
of compulsive that way. 4

id alse "'t-h'ﬂl-P Nk
vessed that. )

" 1 really do
L\ wonder ...
About me?

No, about
A Your boss.

take Josie to bed?" I
diMest made a joke abou *t

what she meant.

Sometines she Bin. '-'t:_.

It'll either need to be scares me a lithle.

your place or a hotel.

" She scares me
all the time.

o ot
e



BACK T THE YARDS, WHERE OUR EXFEDITION IS --.

" ———

- S,

{ coming out of t.he} i
. Swamp. Finally.

= I

\_ sand, but ...

The palm trees
are what: you look Por,

They like their heads hot and
their Peet wet. They can't grow
in the water -- that's too wet --

but they can't grow Far From

it either. 5o they stay on
the edges.

Past that, it gets
hasty. Nothing tries to
live in the desert except
the scorpions. Even bhe
snakes don't go very

b

«( Bub weare?

/" How can you tellz "\
I mean, I see some

.ll'll
"4

And that's where
our troubles will

really begin. Might start

sponer than that.

There's something

watching us over
there.

I think it's @
mudback.

" That's why we

LT

" Oh, ho, wait -- that
doesn't look like --

Thew're
degenerating
even Purther.

That's bad.

Couple more days and
she'll just be a ‘gator.

.

keep her around. NS

There was
oniy one of
bhem?

Are you ... trying to
58l MY name?

Be careful,
Chelle. I don't
think there's moch
of her lePt.

T'Lav went to
Piertown to
consult a seer.

The seer
told her this
mess would only be
solved "when the
swamp turns
blue."

e
T'Lav didn't know ™,
what that meant, and
neither do I, but it
doesn't sound like it has
much to do with the
cobra queen.

wait!

I didn't think it'd
move that Fast ... the
others didn't ...

Pon't run!

It'll be OK!
Hold on!
We'll Pix it/

.,...-""'fﬁ-’ut I don't Pi guﬁ?"“

.\.,

[ geing aPter her can

- ——
e e

e,

I'm surprised
she managed that
much. You two must
have been close?

She guided me to
the Gaja.

She was worried she'd
change. She thought she
Might have been the
[ast one left.

We've goti tio
Pix this. Well, iFwe can
take down the cobra
queen, that shouvld

Lnde all her work.

4
.'J

. possibly hurt.

/ - ""‘-.,,\
' Let's keep )
moving, hoh? /.




You know,
coming in this way,
we're asking to be

spobted.

The problem is,
- : . ot we've never Pound
Along 9 : . any other way in. :
canyon, ; s | 9 _ I don't like
”‘ﬂ"",',’.:f'; ﬂ? do | P - N b this, and not just
we go: : Y lbout halbway. becavse it was in

3 Then there's a path | MY Vision.
L0 bhat branches ofP. &
H A —
Wou even Find Y - : ;
bhis in the Pirst 2 S I can't shake
; P : e B the Peeling it isn't
Followed some g 3 _ - : = ' _ going to go well.
oF her shakes. We've ¥ . - T - L
been on her For a long A%
Lime now. 3

CHELLE'S VISION £AN BE SEEN
IN THE PREVIOUS ISSUE.

3tillnobody ...

Yeah, this is
either an
amazing
opportunity or
it's a trap.

- i, i, e S

)

It won't open!

Back out!
Run!

That's ik,
Orel, knock ‘em
inkig nexh
Week/

rabe,
behing Moy

There's boo : = N Iy 13 ' ok A
many -~ dagh’ ; _. - - TR = ! . N amazed by wour
: - s ' A - . stupidity, but I've
come Lo expect it
after all these
months.

'::r"-l i L’ .I L 4 pt ) 3 ' 1 ; d . ...
we F'l:':'e bo LA : , ' Jou Ghree really

-~ Wiy L . R T don't know when to
= " . quit, do YouZ I'll be 50
happy to Finally deal
with you.

_— B
7 Well, well. NS

'Ia What have we | .
\ here? ¢ RN \nd I have just the
. . thing in mind.

O, the
2Pt Pork leads
gutside, I khow

that ... . I mean, it's a very

nice pool, but.

.. S0 Tl trY
the right: one.

There's got to
be another way
around to wWhere

thew are.

That's right.
Bring them over this way ...

farefully now.
The cages are set vp
over here ...




¥
-

il

" .: '
Excellent! :

Aplace Por
everything and
everything in its
place.

Al rights, let's
leave them alone
Lo setlle in.

Ah, there tid
ou are. ey to ' -~
2 Me a h%}.-.naﬁ had ~ or we could OP course I'll need
gotten involved o avoid all that. to take certain

With those r : : : precautions, but I
clowns, - guarantee it'll be better
: b 4 than what I'd have to do

o ci’*“:’.:;‘f”’ﬁm '_ | to You otherwise.

L/ SI0ES MWOE J .
carefully.

I'll get them
oub of this.

I doubt that. \
And iP you try to,
MY Wisp here will

do something

horrible to you.

I have certain needs. And I -
don't like trying to have sex with the
\ snakes. Too much squirming and
I won't make wriggling, and I's not built Por ib. I

Wou @ snake. like someone With legs.
That'd Peel like a ' -

reward. But I do
have more cages
Lo use up.

Uh ...
Well, since you put
it that way ...

y Cold Peet,
Shayler? Now? 1
thought: we were

B\ past that.

B Well,I.. N
W Vou hadn't bold me
all of it bePore ...
Wou're asking a lot,
Wou know ... g

Bot they're still
looking Por you in the

'S 3 Cobbles, aren’ ?
It's not me, N obbles, aren't they

and it's not
asking. Lord
Prevost . Joucame to us
demands it. . asking Por safe haven.
A place to hide.

Oh, don' B
Lord Prevost is 3 Al
benevolent and is gret- oL
You know it.
prepared to oPPer You Yoo know iG
sanctuary ... but the
condition is your
> ‘;.I'DU afan =5 '5U'h1‘|'~i55|rﬂ'ﬁ-
certainly just walk }
B away right now. 4

e

But yes, it's a lot.
And it mustbe voluntary. Lord
Prevost doesn't want anyone in
his hovsehold who isn't.

You're in exactly

This i not negotiable. N aaot



" > _ " :
s ./ Now you're suvitable to ¥~ You'll Pind, with a
k_t* | join the household. likble training, that
RN : And much improved, I serving Lord Prevost is
. Mmust say. actually very --
e & We're not
I / recewiﬂg

Visitors.
How'd Wou even
get in?

The disorientation
passes quickly.

s The gate let me in.
Lord Prevost didsay I
had a standing invitation

. to visit ab any bime.

_ ; You'd better hope
? Wou're right: about that,
becavse you'll almost
certainly be inberrupting
him in the middle of --

Yes, I ¢an
imagine why.

-- [ have to
tend to our new
arrival. Go back down
those steps and take
the rear corridor on
MY lePt.

Now, how.

We ailknow he has a
tupe. And you shouldn't
¢ast stones From your

glass hovse, dear. That's

a magnificent bosom

You have there. _

IF he throws Wou
oub on your ass,
don't blame me.

Now let's get
Wou cleaned up
and into the
proper attire.

At any rate,
this is estate
business and he'll
want to see me.

This is
extremely
Uhexpected.

Unless you've
come Por a spot in the
rotation ...

Good evening,
Lord Prevost.

Now, why don't
Wou send your little
broodmares out of the

MPOOM S0 We ¢an have a
private discussion,
hwm?

May I
present your
hewest

You never e
know, Thand. s0bject?
. She's
prepared Por you
to initiate her into
. . the househald.

I cerbainiy have a
proposition Por you.

I'd imagine all
sorks of things are on
the table.

... 5he'll have to
wait, Drusilla. Take her
out, and take the others

Wwith you as well. I have business

bo discuss with Lady
Isidore.

Lord Prevost?

QOona, I know what you're
here Por. Forget it. I don't like
either of the Pactions, and they can't
breach me. I wall ofP, they send each
other tio hell, don't care which of &
them wins, the end.

You know I'm not "N It's "Ert'
prepared to go that e enough, Oona.
ar. I have an
estate to tend.

It doesn't
matter what you
think. There's no

incentive Por me to
get involved.
I Ehirtk You might
L[ be mistaken about
some of that.

Wou're oFPering
to join My
household. That
Might be an
inducement.

~~ But, short of
that,asIsaid... a
\lot i5 on the table.
You know

J perPectiy well what I )

7 T know Yoo must get demand.
bored with these little
pretties who don't know :
A\ how to do anuthing but lie help, I'll give Wou my
N still and squeal. help. But there willbe
" 5

RN sacrifices.
> Ry ) 8 7 And they'll have to

IP you want my

~~ IcanoPPer you come Prom you. Not any of
Mmore interesting and the obhers in your coalibion.
entertaining
experiences.

o] Is it worth that to you?
LU Because my terms are not
. subject to change.




aweet, I'm sorry,

but you're geoing to need
to come back. Hallwell's

™

Some people have ~~_
taken to calling me the
pale lady. That'll do. I
suppose "pale witch"

— — L]

o

7 1don't know what ™~
Wou're upset about. I
haven't inbervened unless it HI
was a situabion your City |
Watch covldn't handle
themselves, :
— 7 I haven't
stepped on your

\ Peetatall.
£ 0 ~:§?51§33
i —Ape.

S e
. = ':F':__"""'l:::i i
Gl o T

on her way.

We knew we were
going to have to deal
with her sooner or later.
C'Mon, hurry. she's almost
here and we need to get
You dressed.

¥ Becauvseill
were malicious,
Wou'd know it
dlready.

» That's not
the point!/We don't
heed another mystery
person with unknown
Mmotives running around
@arawtower doing
Mischiep!

That looks
cute on You.
Would You like to

. keep it?

g Nonsense.
7 My motives are very plain.

You and wour
. troops have a lot of
Y They're the same as yours. I anti-magic ability, but you
N don't mind Pun and games, but it's
8 clear that this city, and a great
8. deal of the Yards, needs

S0Me supervision, —
" Sure, You say
that, but how do

we really --

don't have much power.
I do.

\ can't actually cast much. You

I'M going to run this
place, and I'm going to make it

WITCH!

I demand that you
explain yourselp!

Thereg's po
need to be rude,
Baroness. Do I
charge into your
house calling you
names?

iy
But I'd much
prefer wour help.

| -
... am at your
service.

Milady.

better. You can help me ... orl can
turn wou into something that

won't interfere with me.

Why can't I

shake it?

Weeks and
weeks, and allI've
managed to do is get
MY brain back.

Can't revert
MY Porm ... can't
really talk --

Huh.
An arcane lab ... but
L it doesn't look like the
violet lady's been U'Eiﬂ% it
[ately ... I wonder iP
¢an Pigure any of it
out ...

Then again,

I ¢ould be
wrong ...

han whh ths ...

Does she think
it'll Pix me?

Well, it
can't make

anything moch

worse ...

-~ don't
actually know
what to call you.

Excellent.

I think we'll
work very well
together.

What's the
point? I don’t know if
she covld understand me
even if I covld speak
clearly ...




That was not on
MY list of possible
oubcomes.

This is some kind of Pixed
apparatus ... I can Peel it charging
... I must have activated it by
stepping in --

Thanks Por that ...
though it wasn't exactly
what I was hoping Por

oL turned

o cute! Usvally I can

break ail the way
oLt of something,
but this seems to be
sticking Por some
reason.

Well, I know, but I
don't know how to change
Wou back to whabtever you

vsed to be.

fou can Ealk®

Bub Wou're
right, this is
MUch better.
Thank you
again.

Jome on, we
can't stand around.
She doesn't know I can
get in here, and she
won't like it iP she
Finds out.

I Pigured wou'd
rather be a bat. You
were sad. Don't blame you.
It's got to be pretty
rotten to be a grimlin iP

Wou have a brain. oy
J What's your

name? I'm Cres,
Never saw a
grimlin get their
head back before. I
didn't know that
could happen.

We can talk
somewhere else.,

!
IN THE COBREA QUEEN'S SANCTUM --- You know, I never

would have guessed it'd
be just as much Pun to ;
Mmake You come. It's so good to
Finally have everything
exactly the way it
should be.

With the

swamp devolved,
our border is safe ...
the Gaja will never do
anything about it ... MY

subjects and I are

Pree to relax and

enjo life ...

You rest up. X
I'm going to have
a SWim and see to
SoMe chores, y

... and to think, after
all these years, the secret
was just to capture one
little wisp ...

Later it'll be
MY turn,

I almost Peel bad

Por her sometimes ...
never saw someone who
needed someone else to

talk to 50 badly ...

'‘Course it doesn't
help that she doesn't trust
anybody ... she wolldn't be talking now,
except she bhinks I'm Pried to the

eyepalls on her venom ...

OK, little
bug, time Por
wour shot --

She still Y
hasn't Pigured i\l
oLt I've built up 8 s “ B,
tolerance. I need to Y
Make sure she e
doesn't. “1

e

By

-

=

T, . Ty

¥

¥

¥ Wish you wer
& W big enough bo just U
E ? bite ... wouldn't have B

. )
: S\ to do Ghis the hard

Now gL N
let's see i ' 14
can get close

enough to Pind ouk

And ;
speaking of that,
I'd better give Wou
Wour dose Por
today ...

" Damn it, Pliss,
what £

what Ghis s all
about ...



Wait, wait, wait!
I saw this!

I don't know how <
many times I have to '\
tell you, there's |
nothing there!

But there jss/ o
Thiss i5s the third time one
L of bhe lookoubss hass sseen
ssoMething ...

- F know Wou don't
care about bhe defensse
on that sside ...

I don't care about the defense
on that side because there's nobhing
there, Pliss! IL's the desert! The only
creatures in the desert that were
anywhere near us were the scorpions,

Water in that
pitcher ... I can't
repldce the venom

with waber, it'd look
different ...

.. DU I
wonder what;
would happen if I
diluted it.

A lot.

This was in
MY vision!
That's how she
keeps the Wisp under
her control ... she
shoots it up with her
venom every day!

I guess the wisp
hasn't gotiten a tolerance
... 0P course, iP that's how
MUCh she's using, the poor

thing's probably never stood
a chance to ...

Honestly, the things
she gets vp in arms abouk
... "MUsterious sightings in
the desert," my ass ... well,
she can go chase
halluginations iP it makes
her happy ...

Al rights, bug,
Where were we --

1P My

lookoutss ssaid
bhey ssaw

s4omMebhing, then
bhey ssaw
s50Mething!

We reedbo ssend
oUL 8 patrol to ssee
what'ss going on!

And she
put down the
syringe to go talk
to Pliss ... I may not
get another
¢hance at this
any time soon.

and we drove them oub!

Thought;
Wwere comin
back?

said was yn
torn ...

I said I was
coming back
later.

Ch, but
Hou're so cute,
you little
venomheaded

ditz ...

What are you

i ightZ
doing vpright? Just give me a

minute to give the
bug her shot and I'll

All right, Pliss, all be right there.

right! Put together a
patrol, if it will get you
of? My case.

B Holly, assuming this

Y Whole mess does come to
an end, and that we make
ﬁouﬁ of it all right ...

7L al

... have you
thought about what
Yol want to do next?
APterward?

Ch, sorry.
What did you say?

I think I want to

I asked if you )
grow ot My hair.

were OW. You were
st.anding here staring
at nething.

But I see you were
just deep in thought.

V' Anything you want Lo
to talk about? \ - No, I'm
|7 e Serious.

_ o

7~ 80amI. Mother Corven's N,
[ atways insisted on my keeping it
\ Short and I've never liked ft?,;

-

""—._._h? r I."'—-—-———-—"'_'_'-'_-_--

((

W\

"I:II

Is that what's
bothering you?

But aside Prom that
... L don't know. It took me
long enough just to realize I
couldn't sbay with the Order. IF
there even is an Order

What I want is to get out
of here completely. some other
Zone. Mawbe the Yards. Wander
around Por a while.

anymore. I haven's gotten £
much past that. SN

I thought you

I don't imagine wou'll
go back to working Por
Brendan, eibher?

Uh ... no.
When and if he turns
Up again ... that ship
has sailed.

I don't think he'd have me
back even iP I wanbed to.
And I don't want to.

But iP I do that ...
will you come with me?
Is that something you'd
want to do?

knew me better than
that by now.

I want to be with you,
and I don't care much what 1
do. IP it turns out I can't stand it,
I'll tell wou, and we can try
something else.




BACK TO THE YARDS, WHERE CHELLE AND THE COBRA QUEEN ARE HAVING A POSTCOITAL NAP --.

jor l.. | -:? Y :
w":gififg EJir.:-u B ——— Not a bug!
doing? . g . s ey dall me bug all time!
- ' Name is Dezilll

Is time For
You, snake!

Feed me head nasty,
call me bug ...
Snake! All time snake!

Put shake in
Could been box, ha ha, Punny
Priend ... Pun snake, look dumb
games! Mess snake in box now!
animal people!
Make snakes!
Lots trouble!

Not let snake out
box never cavse
mess Dezil ...

But snake
mess Dezil
head! Dezil not
Priend cavse snake
mess head and
c¢all bug!

... 0OUPGh.

Haven't been this size in
a long time ...

Ugh. Why are
Wou boring? Why is
everybody always so
boring#

——

L ey kS -~ (
Didn't you - . "
hear what: I told her? ™

She was doing Pun things! IP
she hadn't kept me Pull of
venom and kept calling me

‘bug’ we might have had
somebhing!

Now that she's gotten
what she deserved, can I
maybe get Wou to change my
riends back?

=

¥ I'm sure you want vs bo all go
: away and leave you alone ..

Why is everybody "i
alwauys like thisZ "Oh, no, a i
wisp, get rid of her, ward her
away, something! IF wou don't
stop her she'll change wou into
somebhing horrible!"

Yeah, and it'll be
the most inberesting
thing that ever
happened to wou!



Interesting Por wou!Horrible Por
everybody else. You disrupt people's
lives! There are all kinds of people in the
swamp who can't do what they're
supposed to be --

You're going to be her
now. I think. Yes.

Wou're going to
play with me
becavse if you don't I
¢an make you into
somebhing that's

Because it was a lob worse.

Pun/Weren't wou
even listening?

She's got
a whole lot: of
snake people! With
them, we can go make
trouble in all kinds
of places!

And if you
ron away I'm
going to be real
mean to wour
Priends.
We can mess
With the elephants! I
don't like them anyway,
theu're snotty. We can go vp
into the jungle! There are
some people Lp there who
redlly need to be
messed With. But the

snakes only
listen to her! 8o one
of vs needs to be her.
And it's not: going to be
me. I don't want to
look like that.

S0 Wou're . ' ' Ok, T'M
going to be her and gonna be little
I'm going to be me and again now. It's
we're going to have a = : ] A\ boring being like
lot more Fon! . this.

I asked wou to %
take us to Lord
stone! You're just
leaving us here?
Where is he?

'|
\
|

o R

" Indeed.

g
\.

/ As someone
/" Who nominally
( runs a religiovs
order, Corven, I'm
surprised you don't
appreciate the
\ virtues of silent;

W \_ meditation.

’ i o

2 UM ... met,

| Yes, just barely. B L sl S o

. Once. YouZ - W 4 4’ So0Meone hasn't v
5 . j _ ' _ B done this bePore.

e

" 1've been here a ".
Few times. It's ... |
interesting.

Mir:féﬁr, I haven't even

Lady Soileav, said what --
how nice to see

you both 8

again.

I suppose I don't
need to introduce
myselP, then.

f
/ And I can save Wou
even more words:

We can't help you.

[ need to. I'm well
aware of the
situation. You are
Forming an \
alliance to resist |
Seholz’ inevibable /
attack. 4

¥ I've concluded bhat the ™
* best thing Por the Stone estate is ™,
to stay out of the situation enbirely.
We're well-dePended and out of the way, |
and in the unlikely event that acholz /
tries to take vs, she'llhavea A

rude surprise.

®  Evenifyov're

right about that, what iP '
Wour help is the tipping point

that might have kept the

0 ei ; .
redoof 08 I being Who are "the rest of

paZ® You're not an
estate-holder. Your presence in
— Highpoint was a charity Prom
P rﬁ Brendan Barker, and to be guite
e B, Prank, I question your  /
: motivations. 7 I'mabit
= surprised obhers

: e . here do not.

Bonja, Lovise -- do
Peel Pree to pay a
social call sometime. I
enjoy seeing you,

Now, if wou'll
excuse me, I must
return to My
meditations.,




BACK IN-THE

YAEDS --. - What: are
| wou all doing

just sitting
around?

... and it wasn't
a!wagﬁ like this,

that's the thing. ‘pabueys

5,845 909 "

We liked being her batis.
We took care of the castle
and helped her out, and she

treated vs well ...

SOMEWHERE IN SERENITY-

You don't have to be
nervous, ou know.

So we can't
talk when she's
around?

Huh. OK.
I Pigured that when I was
a grimlin I just covldn't
understand you ...

The Punny
thing is, I don't think
she remembers we can
talk. She treats vs like
we're barely
intelligent.

I'll go herd.
Poor bhings just
want to play in

the water.

It'll be Pun! We're just
going to have Fun! There's
no pressure ...

No, it's not
that ... I just ...
don't do this
very oPten.

I'm probably not
very good at it.

S0rry
about that!
Your head should
clearupina

I didn't
think I could

A walk into the
b boX.

Her, or anybody
else who's not a bat.
Even grimlins.

Changed in
what: way?

Tes, but they step
on the Fish a lob.

Even if you
aren't, so what?
That's a good sign. 16
Means Wou know Kou
¢an learn.

Well, she's
gotten really
nasty.

I mean, she aiways
transPormed people, bub
there vsed to be
something diPPerent in

i, I think.

Now it seems like she only

does it to gPKEEEEE

Usvally the trovble
is people Who bhink
they're great at it and
they're not. You can't
teach them a thing.

Coh, Wov
got one of the
big rooms?

Yeah, I, uh ... had
d special sebup.

I thought we
were going to
have Pun!

"

I'm goi niq t

ave Pun. I don't
now about Wou.

had a special :
setup. That's some I8
really inberesting |
technology you're 4

standing in.

Someone is
supposed to be

keeping watch in the

so0th tower! The

grimlins have gotten

into the koi pond
again! Go herd
them out!

But that's the
kind of thing I mean.
She's Porgotiten who we
are, she's Porgotten how to
do some of the things she
Lsed to do ... her
personality's changed
completely ...

somebhing happened to
her, something major, but we
¢an’t Pigure out what.

She's a difPerent
S PErson now.
Y

One none of us
liwes very much.

But you stay?

Well ... we don't
know how to change
back ...

... bub mostily I think
we're all hoping we'll wake
Lp one day and she'll be back
Lo Who she was bePore and
this'll be a ga-ﬂd place
again. Y'know?

e

L T T e R ¢
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L

That's geoing to start
ibself in a8 second and I
think it'd be better if I

Was over here.




i
e g

r"f Ldidn't '\
sign vp For
heoog

You can't
ArvDUgh

APPEEEEE!
eeehhn/
@REEEEE!

How does it Peel,
to know You were
human once but now
Wou're just @ dumb

animal?

To know wou'll
always be stuck in
that cage, and that

nobody will ever see you
as anything but an
animal again ...

Another one
Por the
collection!

And even
easier than the
Pirst one.

... and teleported into e S and I'll have My own

one of the cages when =it A . N private zoo! 48 < s WA T e e

done. PerPect. Working B oo - P PR SRt e b e e
—— 3 3 - ! : - B ‘4 Damn it. \‘

exactly to spec!

b
v

No, don't/
Fut me downi!

i

| _
m— R—

It isn't the way it's
sppposed to go!

* —

.
= =

I am not getting
satisPaction! I don't
want to be 8 --

hrrgh!

=

Ml S e~




UOUOOE 4

&

o

b

o
L"'“"“‘wf"f-r

We'll let: him
sleep it oPP.

When he wakes
Lp, bring him back in
gently. OPPer him a

shower and so on.

You probably want
a shower too.

Yeah. This is a fun §
shape, but the Pur [
makes me itchy. £

I hope we'll see

Hey, 50, Lh ...
Wou again?

J'-.'

AT

... ' 80Py
about that.

U]
Uttt

|

Al

I

I

i

We thought ...
Lh, well, that it
would ... work ouk

better Por Wou.
.. Wou made the

right choice.

And wou can see
Why We couldn't warn
Wou what we were
going to do ...

Uh ...

Thank you.
probably.
Yes.

o We decided we ™~ And speaking of
heeded to changea \ - thats ... we wouldn't
scenario. Without telling J . ; ordinarily ask you to do inside
the customer. & | . and outside work on the same
¥ T e W y day, but I didn't realize I was
-- - R o ; going to have to pull You in
' ' Por this ...

50 it worked
oot Ok,

We've got to get
more people. Anyway,
are you skill Ok Por
patrol tonight

He wanted to

LOrn Women into gorillas. Oh, surel ™
He thought: he was going to get I'm not tired at all.
ofP on that. The Pirst time, he Actvally, I'm kinda |
changed me and then tried to charged up.
masturbate and I could see it ' ; )

wasn't turning out like he

wanted.

Uh-huh.
Though he's super
embarrassed
about it.

7 Thing is, he actually
Y wanted to be in that position
| himself -- ooh, I'm an animal, I
A have to have sex like an
3, animal, poor helpless me.

Well, he's
learned
something new
about
himselP.

k"
40 bhis bime we ,
threw him in his own (3358 Great!
device and ate him out i .- We'll go out in
and a good bime was L about twenty
had by all. minutes.

And now it's a
lot less likely that
he'll try to turn people

into gorillas out on
the streets.
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THE YARDS -

It's not
becavse of Wou.
You're great, I like
being with you, Wou've
been tirying S0 hard tio /
Make me Peel f
better ...

But this isn't
where I should be.

I khow some
people who ¢an help,
but thew'll take a while
to get to.

I mean, Idon't ™S
W guess anybody else '\
cares. It's not like it's i
MY job or anything. No s
one said, "Hey, Cres, =7 It'snot

good here Uh ... when would

LS

" You shovld --"

; ‘ﬁ_

Bot I care.
I Peel like I have a
responsibility.
50 I needto get out of here
and Pind a way to get back /

60 MuselP and --—
([ I'll go with you. )

What have Wou
brought me,
Baroness?

Trouble,

of course.

P And I'll never
stop! This ¢city is a

cesspit of sinbecavse
of all the pariots you

dllow to roam the

_ streets!

: Peddling their
CUNES on every corner!
InPlaming the lvsts of

honest men!

And some
honest women,
one would
assume.

Attitudes like
yours either come
| becauvse Wou like to repress,
or becauvse you are .
repressed.

[ Which is it in your |
case, I wonder? SN

When you speak of
inPlaming lusts, whose
[bats in particular are

Wou concerned With?

e,

anymore.

I like being a bat;,
\ but not like this.

-
o, i,

" You know we
/ have to Pollow her
{ direct orders? sooner or |
\ later she's going to give |
S MeoneIredlly don't /
~__ want to Pollow. .«

e
- e Yy

Sorry o bring him in
like this, but there was no
obher way.

Every time we
try to do anything,
he recalls. Then he's

back the next day
making trouble again.

This time Frey

slugged him.

Well, he'll need to be
consciovs. I'll want to
spedk Lo him.

Let: me change over
to the cage. That will
keep him here.

Spare me -
your justifications,
Yyou == ooerg/

—

—

It doesn't really
matter. This should be
ePPective either way.

o
o

> Ch, come on.
Doesn't that Peel :
good? Letting it grow |
50 big, bursting ovt  /
like Ghat 2

: You're ¢clearly a
' amall-minded man, so all
I'm doing is letting the rest
oF Wou be as small as it
shovld be.

your Pocus.

It will improve

You want to go?

Any time you like.
Today. Now. /
-

T
/!

y ...Darel ask
Why You have that
arrangement?

i —

[t's a

beautiful morning )

Por Plying. g

That's a long
story I may tell

Wou someday. Tell
Me about him.

He curses sex
workers. sews their
mouths shut ... and,

ah, other parts.

Minor, and
easily reversed, but
he's very persistent.
We can undo his mischiep,
but we don't have a
way to make him
stop.

Every guild of
comPort in the city is
asking vs to deal with him.
Yesterday he burst in on
soMeone when she was
with @ customer.

Find someone
who will put him to =5
Frequent vse.

It'libea

S— MUCh More

constructive
punishment
that way.

LI see
what I can do.



SOMEWHEEE IN THE HILL COUNTEY.-

—
L T

/7 Come on,

Don't hear any
welling ... I guess
that's good ... means
they have no idea
- < A 5 = What's coming their
' That's nob it, @ _ way though ...
; hamhead! : -

R N Those f:ar'r:éuﬁ are headed
L They're waybehind us. - : We have to warn them.

W to get her out
b 0P that -- 4}

e ————

Youcan'tbea W I'Mgoing to help you

- all . You gobling, I N nonster and cute. out. You're gﬂiﬁg to be @ real
Good. Make B Ghink, annoy me Monster now. You're going to be a\

more than any of | ==  troll, and serve me. How does /

the others. sGirH!

/ another circle to see iP \ e -
3 that souhd¥ -
-

there's anubody you
You want to be Oh, I'm sorry.
Monsters ... N Let me wipe ofP
but not really. yourPace. [ —— T —_
,.f-"ﬁ 5
atiF Are you kidding? =
/1 don't want to be a troll/

You sort of want to e | 1 o, SN T : h i i
be or¢s,but Wou won't go T \ » Trolls are vgly and dumb! y

the distance, becavse You p My e\ N o
dlso want to be cube. :

-

7 The one inside's
done, so if there aren't
any more, that leaves this
one here and the one WYou 4
just spat on.

Pﬁnd keep QDEF eye oUL U S :

or the main Porce. They AT : .- ! i

should be pretty close. B ity | \, SRS
o e R BUS iP You don’t want to be a troll, I'll |

— have to change You into something  /

T—_ . vglier and dumber.

o J . " There we go.
That sounds : See, You've made it all A wai
like a "yes." J the way up to ‘orc’ already. Oh, don't Fapick i
~ Why do you goblins like to be worry. It won't other pecruits. We'll
tiny, anywayZ Isn't it matber to You in a get You outPitted
better to be enormous? & second. 3 Shortly




See Why I
didn't want to
rush in?

We can't save g
them. We need to turn '\
around and sneak out of
here and try to Pind
some help.

a.dn b know ™\
1 P!:_qmg was Eumg to be ]
t.hr-S

e ——y

.:ll" ey

—

= Vs Iﬁgured six days ™
Hm'l .f "o get: there on Poot, 50
WV ma ube Pour on horseback ..
“ . but we could almost do ri:- /
in three!

e

s S
-

/~ Just 50 long as "\
| Wou know where
\_ You're going.

r
o

. P AT .

You're a
monster!

Yes, I am.

Crosswinds clan, huh?
I think I've already gotten
some of You. Not sure.

STAY
FPOWN!

Hard to tell
once they're
trolls. And they
probably don't
remember.

| I'm a real monster,
Not like Wou Pravds.

&/ Monsters are going ek P i . ¥
: nd just think -- I'm
bo own the Yards. And X giving wou an opportunity
to geti in on it.
Ian't that nice of me?

;,r-f"'f_-___hh"""“x‘ = I'm going bo own the "_‘
" Hley, what's happening “‘*) . 2. monsters.
down there?

."
r
e
. o

e

-H-‘-_‘-—-_.__—__._.—-"'r

We're not
joining your

' \
v

Oh, Yes, You are.

if OK, evervone,
hmta Porma b:an‘

IF wou've got any sense
at all, you'll serve me as a
troll. That's the good way.

You'll get: a better liPe out of
it than Woo think.

_-""-rr;

Bot iP v rjm.! don't want

that, I'll make Wwou into

somebhing worse, and you'll
serve me anyway.

What?

A taurgharn, maybe,
like this Pellow here. We can
pae a Pew more of those. OF
course, they're not smart enough to
do anything but move heavy things
and Puck, but if that's what
you're into ...

\

\ No, we don't! /

They're =

going to be headed
 straight Por the |
., castle! We have to »

- b

We've got to
go back.

_warnher!

—--.--—.l—"

¥

Pleek, I don't /
care iP the trolls
get her!

%
!ﬂf
A ",

R !
i
o -

7

Neither do I!
But what about the
other bats? What about
the grimiins? IF she can't
put p dePenses of some
kind ... do the
deserve this?

-~ Sigh --
Al right.

But we're going to
Eeb ot of this one day!
hd then you're going to
pay Por it/

I very much
doubt either of
those things.

... Well, I don't
Lhink it'll make any real
difPerence.




FAR SOUTH OF THE FREVIOUS SCENE, _ - L . | . 0
-IrH THE bEsEET = o -'. " # : . - e “ ’ Fder"s"s' ar’e ¥ i
P, oL : O _ [ orderss. And they

\  553id there were
O\ ssightingss.

3
Thiss iss \
Ss50¢ch 8 wasste |
b oP time. 8

There iss
nothing oLt here
and you know it. £

Even sso ...
do you want to go
back to Pliss and

Thought I ssaw
ssomebhing. Out of Ghe
corner of My eye. But B |
it'ss gone now. We've been
oLt here too long.
You're sseeing
bhingss.

We can't bring
them in. Not
witihout a cart.

Ne.
We'll have to leave
them here.

Bot we should get
back and tell her right
away. she'll want to know.
She's been wondering
when they'd try to
spread north.

/ Oh, now, what have
{\ You brought: me?

|

better be

- =
¥, 4 . Ny
f ﬁ -,
- i ! - Y
/ FSC -y
LT ! i
i -
\. f" i#.
."' i
|

! s something
W TN inberesting.

You're going bo have to ¢
speak Por yourselP, Wou know.
They don't. 4

-

My name is T'm hovsemaid to a K F | 4 My second Pavorite
stura, milady. woman in @ravtower they call . | & ? pasition Por @ human, The
the pale lady. I guess you've " | W A only betiter one would be iF
heard of her. | | Wou liPted your head a little
Y ' and pub your Pace
I've heard between my legs.

7/ nothing. My only , | 4 realize don't have"

/  news of the world _ - ' MUCh bargaining
comes Prom visitors., - . % power. You covld [
And I vsvally don't let : ) ' " leave, of course,

 bhem keep their voices A~ = g " ortry to.

' [ong enough to tell . T : . :

Me any of it.

HMM, S0 ...
this is a negotiation?
What do wou want?

do: You'll tell me

what you khow. . ‘,..a-'"

i

You're
holding someone
Who's very
important o me. I
want to buy her

. release.

Well, this is S . L : : : ot | , b
soMeone You should ' ' 2 ; - Then I'lf decide ™
know about. She's very N , : g - | ! whether it's good
powerful and probably Batal s enough to buy Yo
a danger to Wou. ~ Clear out. o .. anybhing.
~ BubIhave ™\ : : = . :
[ inPormation you could J You, approach me. -
\_ Use to avoid that. / :
""-..“_ __I‘_.-I"

B e
-‘—|_|_‘_.__

And kneel,

| &




THE THALLIUM ESTATE, HIGHPLOINT-

Jex Haley to
see You.

o E 5 .!|; #I

(" Well, surely you're not “\i
ina hurryPorit ... 4

y

In bheorgj.ﬂr
Seev, Mou're

sppposed to announce
bhem, Ehen send them

Lp. Or we could

Should let done.
Too MUCh s6airs.

I didn't Ghink it
would take so long Por
the shoe to drop.

Prob not.
Hard say how
Much. Thought han't
crox, then maybe ...
then Pig took too
long, skel gone

W Which skelZ We
have a lot of
choices here.

Jorven.
Looks han't pull
N vet? Kind surprised
4 this long. Less
happen and left
Wou clear ...

No, neither Scholz ™
hor Corven has done
anything yet. We were
‘\ just discussing that.
I'm as surprised as
You are. More so.

What have
Wou got?

A -

BACK TS THE YAERDS ---

Pleek, lgcru made your case,
and I came along, but ...

How are we going to tell her?
We can't talk to her!

What =

None of Wou are supposed to be
disturbing me right now!
et out!

I\ F

== No, no, of
A course nob

r

&

... bUE the

waiting is getting

IPit sta

Lo me.

rted,

then I'd be able to

proceed, Y'kn

ow? I'd be

able to do something.
N\ React in some
direction --

== JheM -~

®
Enow Euphorics? i
i

i

Hm, vaguely.
Pleasure cult of some
kindZ Hedonists in
bodysuits.

~ Way more
rosh that. Prag
Polk in han't want.
i An't think right in
A s)its. Hard geb
clear.

:

'1 saw Corven try
W make deal.® Wanted
5] them join up. Needed
l more Polk. Said aPter
. they could grab any
- want here.,

Pid she get

CheM 50F ) n't bhink so0.

Sound like han't
trust her.

Good call on
their part.

Check Polks like
Leuna, know things.
Corven han't just try
Euphorics. Been on pull
all kind places.

Fig han't had much luck or

wan't keep locking

*LAST ISSUE.

“You like thab, hoh? My

whole Poot Lp Your big

sloppy monster cont.

I don't know!/
Hand signals. scratich it on
the ground. Something.

But we've got to try/

No, wait!
Actually ...

Hey, look, I can
wiggle my tioes!

... Wou two just
volunteered Por an
important job.

come down.

You have only
yourself to blame.

This is @ surprise,
Jex, which makes me
worried it's not
something good.

Well, that would explain
the delay Prom her...

More than that.
¥ IF she's that worried,
then she's Par more
dependent. on headcount
than we thought. I'd been
assuming that she was
relying on her special
abilities, not strength
. 0P numbers,

’ It doesn't
change our plan,
really ... but it may
aPfect what we do
once the wheels

R stant turning.

o/ made sure You got P
| sSomebhingin the B
bargain. I'm nice £
like that. £

But honestly, wou |
should have known --1 §

There's a wibch in
Gravtower called the pale
lady. This creatore told me
where she lives, while she

still had a brain.

You're going to go
capture her and bring
her to me.

But there's a .
secret to ib, sopay &

attention. I'm going to |k

heed Wou to Pollow My
instructions very /=
carefully. /7

IF you do,
then it'll be
easy.




IN THE cOBRA RUEEN'S TEMPLE
(OR PALACE, OR WHATEVER IT IS)-

Look, it'ss what sshe
wantss. Are Hou going to
argue with her?

Nol
But where are we g-:rrng
to get the people#We've
run out of placess to
recruit ...

Everyone get
to the inner
court! Barricade
yoursselvess!

We're
being - 2 - '
attacked’ : - ~ I have to go
Ssome people I < tell the
don't -- <~ A Misstresss!

Tou know this is gonna
have ta be Wou. I can't do
anything but bite them.

We're being invaded’

By ssome blue
pecple. I've never sseen
them before. They're
sshooting Lss down right
and lePt!

- gr—— . "
e foure going to
L have to --

B~ Thew're under
" W probection stronger than

= _N‘k : B anybhing you can do.

“Hope you like

puppies!
hee hee hee

HAL. _ We always
You're not the cobra. _ have choices.
You're just pretending Sometimes we make a
to be. Why? . F choice to not make any
: choices.

Do you
know wWhy wisps
and the other Pairies
here have so much
power?
They've
abandoned the rules.
They don't: believe in the
Pramework. The rest of vs
have to play as iP there's
some kind of reality.
: They don't.

It makes them unPit
Por society, of course, even
edach other ... but they don't: care.
IF they did, they wouldn't have
become Pairies to begin with. It = 1 ey

Seas carain e The hilarious thing 4 P N\ ﬁ want to see |
The wisp is holding my - _ i5, they're right. | E1\* What you really

Priends hostage as animals. - Sociopathic, but right. A - b \ b
, o




You Pollow
reason, but You have She has
" no direction. a direction, buk

Look, all I Ho reason.

wanted to do was _
learn to control my Vv

weird dreams ... e %,
| A

A
... and I got 4 f

turned inbo @ Gaja and \ERT.
then tossed into a O
sibuation that wasn't mine,
and then I was under the
cobra queen's thumb, and I |
got changed again, and |/
then I was under the / —
Wisp's thumb ... A,-"

—

4,

i

In other
words, she's
deranged and

Hou're dimless.

"-|._‘1‘

I'M tired of ib. I'm :
tired of being pushed .
around and vsed --_ &* )

/" Buk are you
really?

Again, we make
choices. @Going wWhere
the tide throws Wou is

always a choice.

I have an idea.

A
i

It has to Pall . :
apart, you know. It has _ R . | h 7~ It won't be your
* & to all Pall apart. B N T o ; - . purpose, but I think
= p . wou'll like it.

. . : . ) : ; ol o Besides,you '
. &, At : | | don't actualiy hate
1 : ; Deing pushed around, or

Everyone has to - _. i by . = ot :
. ; L A , _ Wou'd Pight: back once in
admit that none of it vy _ — \ 2 while. f_f

Means anything. It needs

s to crumble. All of it. _ o ' ' 7 Mz“
-y S & : _ .
Sadp W - -
6 | ¢ o
Your problem is You

don't have a purpose.
I'm going to give Wou one,

s I'll be
And now you'll ‘| i' FHEEETQ?L:'I =
have the power to g Hed,
Pree your Friends, so :
Wou can stop Using
bhem as an --

Ah, Lhere she is!

7 T'lljust bake -
{ her with me. It'll
u\, be Por the best. |

i

Have Pun. Pon't
disappoint me.

LE . 1= .
.. I6'6 N0b juSE the U - S O e e E gt
waibing, it's the lack oP i~ Why. speak of

inPormation e £ the devil.
- EEC L JilyZ Are you all

Even iP we're
right: about what's
stopping Corven, we have no

idea why Scholz hasn't moved, B =8

and our best source S Lady Thallium! I'msorry I'm %
doesn't -- A RAOY THATIIINE not in uniform,
RS milady. I couldn't
stop to. I had to
run here ...

I'can't go

back now!
It's too [ate ...
think they saw

me getbing
away ...

. ] J-';'
y"‘ e

LA

i

.
[ o

.

¥ : L e "N
breath. I1t's all right. 5 Lady Schoiz is U Ik
What's happened? J attacking’ 2= 8

Jily, take a deep :

B 33041~
All her people are on S8 -
the move. Lady Thallium,
they're headed
this way!!



