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«i'#g mm; HE&HF:?IHT :
. WHERE WE JOIN ﬁvs TMSI&M ﬂL.EE.ﬂDF IN PEOGRESS.

What are you
waiting Por?

Firel!

Pick off as
: - : N 3 Many as you can
T : - bePore they reach
. ' ! - the gate --

- - 2

/ ‘' : ’f,,-""' = g

- It's too late "<

: =1 Por that. We
/! ' '» weren't expecting

! them to get here so

4 Fast. No wonder Jily

- Wwas running Por
her liPe.

Pull everyone in.

They're going to take that
gate, but this one shovld hold T
until we can get armored. @
Everyboay. We're all going
to have to Pights.

TEL DD D o R ARDNR IR R T TR I T N AT | TR "METER A R b
"Eﬂg gather erergmay at this gaﬁe We won't have fc:ng, arm’ we'll want tm .&rﬁ them as soon as thely start to
take the 5531:*5 seev pu!: ﬁageﬁﬁer gmupﬁ ] wa!:n:h the back ga!:e'ﬁ They mgfr& be smart enough to cﬂy Ehem.

4 ﬂ -

7 I'min,

#ﬁ w-.j N I' y .
& LT T / milady. I never
. ! l /  wanted to
| L) cooperate with
I Laay 4cholz
B  anuway. I just
M. didn't have a
. Cchoice.
s

/ Besides, My :
f " sisber's out in that

5ﬂw= where. Mak jlf'-"-’

\ We can save her. ¢

oy

That sound was them
redking the lower gate.
Everybody ready?

IP not, too bad ...

Good.
[ Help me close this
‘.., gate, then go see
S Honor Por armor.

. SN
e

Bk BV 0 VIR
N, S 3’6’?
T By

3

Use the smoke Pirst if wou're :
in Pront! Everybody else, stay Ok, Pirel!
back! Let it get them!

Wish they'd make N f"f,iﬁ‘f: Preal -:‘J'GH-E'H"‘-.
some kind of noise. tho. Just push some. |
But they're definitely Might come back.
retreating.
... That was

e ‘f“;; P{f_”f; I And new hats gon I nobiced thab.
Xpected. be hard seff. She's made them tough

Lo remove.

JEX, JUST VISITING ;"1 L& {

- l"":ﬁam..

AN EAR

P e

i (LR

Y lguessshe T
— - does learn
[ . somethin d

; oceasionally.

L W00,

~




Han't move No, and she only g,

good. gave them contact
Weapons?

Huh. Creepy non.
I wonder iP...

Y

It's so good to have
competent: staPp.

1

Unlike hers. I
don't think she's
bothered to train
them. I think we can
hold our own iF we can
keep the nuns out
of action.

Bot it's just
going to be holding

our ground. We can't
redlly do more than that,
and eventually they can

wear vs out. And she

has a lot more
people.

... I don't see her
anywhere. /

._\.-

S,

A

',.-f"'

Which we're dodging
| easily. Honor, if Wou want to ﬁhasﬁwﬁeﬁjgid it
% try the second part -- come Pr f:m?

The captored Order
acolytes? I'd bet on it.
She's not very original. The
thing is, you can't see what
thew're doing -- we need to
warn Emy to --

~

J

~ \..__f/ !

- — "
. - . -
' ' |
7 0

L

3
|

'
. /" Could look ) e ,
- like Pest .. J \ She wouldn't do &
By that. They need to be
\T—-—f" dble to spot their leader,

and besides, she's too

Pull of herself.
p—
s R _—

I bet: she's
| watching Prom inside
the cloister.

i

"
f
.
4%

Qloister?

Honor Pigures we
won't get anywhere with
a standoPP in the Pield. Her
idea -- the second part -- was
to Pind a way around behind
the battle and take out Lady
Scholz while her troops
were occupied.

[ agree it's
probably the only

wal we ¢an actually

endthis, bt I cantge §
With her -- I have to stay e

here in case I need to _ ll
help my people any way '

Ic¢an--andIdon't y |

need to tell you
it's a rick. A /

" ™ < 4
1% I
;'i
e
=1

—_—
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~" It's not that big a i g
risk, iP she's in the cloister. N
We can get there through the
tunnels and not have to go
anywhere near the battle, and
. She won't be expecting us
Prom behind.

Yes, very bad.
I hope we can recover her ...

Hit the nuns Pirst/
Keep them down!They're
the biggest threat!

Pon't wait Por
them to attback!

Oh.
Never mind.

| Zee the big
building at the Par

side of the open Pields?
That's the Pormer

cloister of the Order of
Vision, bePore they
Mmoved into the Delp

holdings.

_ Oh Weah.
Passed come in.
Han't know name.

We couvld go

dhead with the
second part ...

I knew Wou were
Lhinking that. But I
don't: like it.

I don't know if I have
the right to ask ...

Might chance throw
with Scholz skel?

lucky. And
careful.

... Let: me get you
SoMe armor.




JEANNE LAVAL'S
HEADSUARTERS-

T

... It's all
right. We're not
oh 8 schedule. I'l
talk to them, but I
think they're

recovering Fine on

h‘x their own. We just
need to give them
a While -- 7

e
-n.\..

\

 FOUR WEEKS EARLIER ---
SGRAYTOWER, THE YARDS.

7 SCholZ is }

moving!

o)

. -

[ WhatZ
, You're sure?

o

J'-f 2 ",
,..-""f She was b
/' marching on
Thallium when we
lePt! Thew'll be

—

Irbo!

>

/' She knows.

( We're sure she's
mobilizing too.

It's always all got to
happen at ance.

OK. Let's go.

We'll have to hurry.

7 You don's get to just

o

crowd your way in --

o S

Uh ... did you wank

@Gonna have a real
hard time doing jobs
now, huh, Chonsy?

Unless it's

something very,

very small.

something?

Spare me.

I warnedyou,
Chonsy. I told wou
bhe new rules,

Nebody gets to do a
job without: it going
through me. And I can't

have any bad examples

lying around.

8o stiv's got

something Por you. J

(__

\.  Lntil T get back.

Jasim, keep
everything under control

"!.

"'“-.._|_

—

-

-

(... It might be a while.

L1
,

"

e

I don't know
Who You are, but you
Messed With the
wrong ratis!

gince you're so
chummy with
Chonsy, I gob just
the look Por Wou --

Thanks, stranger.
Irbo's been a real pain in
the ass lately.

Hang on, we're coming --

Like your
Priend said:

You haven't seen
the last of us!

== oh.

Cheese, Irb,
cut Your losses,
wouldja?

I'm Jenee.
This is Thea.

Can we buy you

a drink

=]
£




... I'm not boo
. ] surprised. It's hard to
1 | : % Pind people here.

I didn't know it'd be that
hard. I've been at it 8 week and I
haven't even gotten a clue.

4 Gravwtower's not so big that it
| - should be this diPPicult ...

I bet: I'm not the
Pirst person to tell
Wou that.

M, but the thing is,

bhere 5 been a lot of trouble

bhe last year or so. IE's calming
down now, but Wou can't blame

people Por still not wanting to tell

a stranger anything. I mean,

maybe your person doesn't

want to be Pound.

No, you're not. And I
couldn't believe it the other
bimes either. Fortune tellers?

Not Portune tellers.
Seers. Some of them are |
Pake, but the Fakes don't i i
[ast long. g
uﬁﬁ ﬂa,jeah really.

"I'::""ﬂ-h

What you shovld do -- what
people here vsvally do, when they
really need to Pind somebody -- is

go talk to a seer.

ey, Ursula, do You
know where Theoda's
gotten to?

What do I ook like, the
lost and Pound?

She's out of town.
Piertown, I think. She said
she'd be back at the end of

bhe week.

They've somehow
gob access to
infFormation we don't have.
Cres tried to explain it
once, but it kind of
bounced ofP me.

We know one we can
vouch Por -- she's
absolutely For real. But we
haven't seen her in here in
a Pew days.

By

AND NoW WE BETUEN To OUR BEaULARLY SCHEDULED PROEEAM.-

THE (FOBMER) CLLOISTER OF THE ORDER OF VISION. oy

.. becavse you

Got tunnels won't let any of the

allplace?

No, they only
go a Pew F|ﬂ¢€ﬁr
and not all of those
are vseful. The
Micheners, Por
example, sealed off
their entrance
almost as soon as
they got here.

spart of them,
really. I always
wished I'd gotiten tio
know them better.
They seem
interesting.

But Paddy
didn't: believe in
socializing with

the obher

estates.

... Hang on, 1
hear somebody.

But
Wou tirust me,
don't wou?

Then trust me
bhat; You can brust them.
) They're not; going to pull
T anuthing. They've completely
COMe over.

All right.

Go give bhem them

'EPEEIPE-EF":-

-

e

A\

obhers speak! m‘ | l'i
Tgetthat

l_a:-:‘au dan 't, trush ‘%'-
U'E‘r butl —_—

It's not
about trust,

Yes, rb !
You wouldn't even let ‘ﬂ'
Me leave the estate
without locking my
button!

ARIANNA,
LADY SCHOLZ

That was Por your
B salety/ What would you do if
B someone accidentally pressed /-
it during a F—’laht*

Y oubthis N
better not go
badiy!

OK, Pine ...
But look. IP they
can't talk, then
they can't give
y orders. And they're
sppposed to be
leading.

You're not as quiet
as you think.

And iP
) they get
targeted, they
can'c yell, "Hey,
heed some help
here" --

.. Maybe it is
a litle bit
about trust.




were dumb enough to
3 come back.

Y  You and your
Father and that Corven
witich all got out clean.

Nobody was coming aPter
Wou. Then I Pound out You
were with Thalliom. Could
have khocked me over
With a Peather. £

Came back in to try to
take Your estate back,
huhZ Well, too bad.You don't
get to have it. Thallium
doesn’t get to have hers.
There's only going to be
one estate in
Highpoint.

bt
5‘-

~= Wagaal

§ LY

Don't: Pight her!
Why are wou Fighting her?

I've been waiting Por
the right person to try
this one out on.

You're a
witch! Use
that! Zap her
or somebhing!

urgh ...

why do I Peel

Oh.

Might an't want
Pix right now.

No, I saw.
We might: still be
able to catch her.

2
Thinks
got more slap
than Preal.

" Oh, that did very

welll I'll need to make

more of those.

o Al rights, now
you need to go
B join the --

Don't just
sit there, stupid,
help me!

I know.
She has no idea
what abilities I do
or don't have.

Let's let:
her keep
guessing.

She also
doesn't know
what happened to
My Pather. And she
thinks Corven left
Highpoint.

Gon slide that

redl Past.

Yes,

especially if --

Fig some
bake ofF ...




They're on
the move!

Turn aroond!
Puick!

{

We have to get back to the tunnel.

From the colors,
I'm thinking seileau,
Michener, and Isidore.
They've got: to be here
to Pight Scholz.

Damn ib, wou
have to wait till I
announse You!

B ._.'

Bot they won't
consider us allies. IP we
don't get out, we're going to
get trapped bet\ween the
two armies.

As you'll
recall, Ghat
promise was

\ contingent on a

MHW,. LADY ISIDORE

|~ Our Porces are going
| boclose with the Scholzen | | t
any minute now! They may e DRUSILLA, LOBD

RO L = 1 — A A A

=
",

dlready have!

PREVOST'S
r ' MAJCEDOMES

We need that 3
sppport Wou
promised!

You will be ]
transformed -
so that you can battle
Por the glory of
house Prevost!

e~

- -
=1

e T

Probably. )

But what is pain
hext to the glory of |
house Prevost?

promise From /

Yov.

PN

And we need to go tell 1}

Viclet: right away. 4

e

'i- ‘u’ﬂr;;e well.

As s00n as this =

e
4

_ s over. _ !: 'II
I.‘.‘--..,‘_____._ﬂ.f"' -y —

And you never

/ explicitly told me yes.
| You just Made what you [

L\ thought were the right

You will become

dasurances.

I'll provide wou with
help, but I need a real,
verbal commitment.

You know My terms.
They haven't changed.

Prusiiial
Tell everyone in the inner
household to report Lo the
silver [aboratory
immediately.

creatures of warfare! Unstoppable Porces

that will send the enemy
Fleeing before you! ... All right, queuve vp.

We're in @ hurry.

Agreement
-5tan:15 Whether Wou
S Winor lose.

T
"'I




THEEE WEEKS EAELIEE ---

THE HOME OF THELDA THE SEEE.

The thing is, I
require honesty.

You say
Wou've told me
everything you
know about this
Peri, but: I think

Wou haven't.

Becavse your
amazing mystical
powers tell you
that?

No. Becavse
Wou're a bad liar.

And if you
Peel that way
about My powenrs,
Why are Wou

here?

I'm desperate.

Not: good enough.

... All right.

She's really Pavline
Barker. But she doesn't
want people knowing that,
or she wouldn't be
travelling as "Peri" in
the First place.

And? IP she
want:s to be incognito,
why should I help you
Find her? :

She's also My mother,
Well, near as makes no
difPerence. Closest thing
I've got, anyway.

She hasn't checked in
Por a long time and ... I'm
worried about her.

Look, I'm not
trying to get in her
Pace, I just want to

check on her ..

Like I said,
Wou're a bad liar.

It's really a
strength, if you ask
me. It's the good liars
You have to watch

out Por. = A o/ Take a seat over
: — there and don't talk.

She was easy to
Find. she's here in
@ravtower. I'll tell you
Where to ask.

Beyond the
pale ...

Oh ...
Oh, well, that's
simple ... 4eems bo
me like there
was a bib more |
than that.

I can't
actually see the
Puture, you know. I
see things that have
dlready happened, all
over the place.

Sometimes my brain
puts those things together
and makes a good guess about
what's going to happen. I
don't know how it Works.

Gh X . S -:‘_'. g _- ._J ; _:' ..:_. » Euﬂ 3. |
oh, goodness ... & . W T T " I think you're going to end |
all right; ... S W g O B Up having to go to hell.

It's scholZ!
det her --

THE "oLD VILLAGE" IS A
SECTION IN THE MIDDLE
OF HIGHPOINT THAT
BELONGS TO NO A
ESTATE- IN THE EARLY
DAYS, SOME PEOPLE
STAYED HERE WHILE
BESINNING To BUILD
THEIR PROFERTY, BUT IT

s Bems gy

There you are! I'm out here
nearly getting shot to pieces
trying to Pind wou ...

putl ba k. 1.*-# nesﬂ bhem _
over here. There's twice a= T
many, it looks like it's several
d hovses ... Soileav and Michener
For sure ...

We can deal with Thalliom SR RN 8o
later, even iP they try to 4 | PN carebul unkil

we get here. You
don't even have a
weapon ...

B it 05 Prom behind.

They won't.

They're not pushing out,
they're just dePending their
space. I came to tell wou the

same thing.

¥ It's all right. I see one
hobody's using anymore. j




past Lhe cloister,
to the old village. £

They think the
obher army's
Mmare of 3 threat
than we are.

probabiy
Mght.

ONE WEEK EARLIEE -.-

THE RESIDENCE OF BARONESS HALLWELL -

7 You know, Por the
person Who rons
Graytower, wou're
_@wPully hard to reach.
: Ten daws ...

I'd never claim to run
Gravtower. I don't think
anybody runs it. It Might be

Well, that's Pine What this plan
with me. That pubs vs gon got?
back on plan. .

Containment,
Pirat oPP.

" Now we just
’ have to hope the
others will do what
they said they
would.

- Thew will.
It might take them a
while, since we didn't
have a chance to get

out the word ...

_.,.-"""H_

We want to keep
those two grouvps
occupied with each
otiher. Let them both
geb worn out. Use up A
all Gheir tricks.
Bot I don't bhink
we should bother at
this point. BY now,
they know it's on.

Then we'll have
SOME SUPprises.

Are you going to
L stay and watch?

The --

and you think
I'm hard to

ungovernable. I just try o | :
prevent the worst kinds / .- reach ...
OF mayhem. : g N

:-?. .-—-‘:-_‘_‘__
= The City Watch
f’ has a public oPPice.
\ People go bo bhem, |
N\ hobtome. L Oh, I know.
=3 = Word is you're
= prebty much bhe
" 1 have to be Pairly ~ only person in the
/ careful. I'm not popular N city wWho ¢an get H ;

7 in some quarters. I had to \ in bo see her. y, Jourenot
¢heck on You Pirst. But Jenee going to believe it
and Thea vouch Por you. They Without a lot more

T8, may be thieves, but they're explanation -- which

™. very good judges of That's why T' I'll be happy to give
- ¥LIm i
B characker. here. I have to go Hostz= 0, Nex

bhrough Wou.

BubT don't

i i it just waltz in there \

' ‘ witihout @ good
\uau:aeﬁr-Ie 3?;:%?-: ﬂfulf T, reason -- and then

to come inwitha
— stranger ... A

I'm pretty sure
she's My mother.

Why do you need

] r
to see her? And I'm worried

about her.
,.--""'FFH_._-_‘_‘_‘-""""-

I need to see the ‘\)
pale [ady.
A

~

|
BACK AT THE BATTLE, EVEN THOUGH THE SCHOLZ BEINFORCEMENTS HAVE AEREIVED, THEY SEEM T& BE DOING FQEELF. HOWEVEE ---

T —

- — Nl PT—

‘S '

i" ' r | | | -.. '

4 It's one oF the ones
that got melted!
They're waking vp!

J Behind you, Jerl!
The guns don't do I'll deal witih this Ghing.

L anything to it --




Pon't you try
to help.

L |
m, 1 ‘J ”-'
o 't
- .
‘ 7 |
I
ARSENE, LLBD .'Sﬂl'béﬂ

You either.

It sure is.
I didn't know she »
could Pight.

SONJA, LADY MICHENER

She grew up o 3
with three older S 5
brothers. A,

o
.-*':{,f"

. {

Maore Scholzen
coming in Prom Ghis
side. I'm sending
some oF ours to
meet them.

Well, the First

! This 15 a bfy > of those two is
problem!  J = - Oona ...

We're pretty much .
evenly matched on armor, so
heither side can keep the obher |8
down Por long. Even the nuns 8
get back vp. :

BUE When bhey turn  NGlie g = : Hard as
one of ours into one of e K that is to
those ooze things -- WL e w believe.

. ? Pl o = "bgﬁdﬁherﬁ
Y -~ We don's get that W e = 2 el o geang
one back. Yeah. They'll Y TR T S . \ i, e Pf;i‘-’;iﬁjjf F?:PT
get vs by attrition, iP :
nothing else.

R N The other
We need somebody who iy would probably
can revert themt iy be Corven. |/

That's the thg'lpg. <
Or somebody whe can i _ , She's gone o J
change their geapie into : | somewhere and [ can't
something that can't get £ye X see her. The range on
back vp ... * , bhese helmets isn't S8
S : very Par. s

-

7~ atand still,
will you?

7
F
| § -
o F

?‘Eﬁ‘.ﬂ--' Lo :
L s .'."H

4 Gl
L "TMETHER" COBVEN, .+ ™
LEADER AND LAST | -
REMNANT OF THE |
LRDER OF VISION™

-»-i......,.,i H_f

I
F‘

I want to get
bhis over with.

|
Pl ———r Y 1 No ... yoeu're not
A ;m"l';r 0 i:' o . o supposed to ... 7 il
bhfspg Eﬁgtﬁirlggﬂawha .i" . Ao | & Wou're -ﬂﬂi oP mine! Y Is that what ) .
iy p J - L 4, You're Pamilu’ \ Mo ink? e
hever should have M0} Bl e - - Y You Ghink :
come back!

You khnow, N8
when I got them, I @
took @ lob of steps &

to condition them, and

it turned out I really

didn't need to. They 8

were mostly willing &8
to come overon A8

their own. 4088

F

iy - i
e =

I J I:_- 2 .
T

You've got e-
Lo give people O
some good things.
You've got to let
them have some joy.
Or they break
contirol. y—
. = Tl
You think I was just i
going to walk away and let
You have everwthing you
Look Prom me?

I'M going to rebuild
the Order, Par larger
than it ever was, and the
only thing in the way of
that is --

Noboay likes wou.
Nobody wants to serve you.




e,

t s

‘ That was nof one =8

Now, you're ™ \ )
going to hold still of the choices. o ' A 2
while I put a hat on you. [ b ' i That s
I've got: one I think will 88 SO : = didn't look like
Mmake you realfly : P : , » tal ’
pseful. ok R S

P # f o :
r‘""i ~ ) o :
P . (] o -
L 3N ] - e

Or you can ™
try to make a move
-- any move -- and |
Wou'llbe ancozea /

S second later.

e %

No. She just
made a Plash o
distract vs while
she ran.

Don't bother chasing
her ... but tell the others
to wabch out Por her,

Qoze her the instant you
see her. Don't give her any
time to do anything.

THE PRESENT DAY. WE HAVE CAUGHT UP ON NAOMI'S STORY. OB IT HAS CALGHT UP TO US.

THE PAL-E LADY'S TOWEE ---

... 15 kind oF
huge. How many
stairs are we going
to have to climb?

Just one Plight.
Her receiving
room's on bhe
second Ploor.

I think she lives
at the top ... [ have
ho idea what she does I believe you,
with all the space in : but,, uh ...
between.

I haven't had a
chance to get to know
uhl  her very well yet, but My
impression is she's kind
of ... capriciovs.

What I mean is, she
could decide to bite your
head off even if she is your
mother. Especially since you
wouldn't let: me tell them who
you are. I wouldn't like being
surprised by that _— | |
eibher. ¢ More danger of "ﬁ
—\ Mme biting rers ofF.

But I'll try to 'Y
keep it civil. /2
,.-f

Thank you.

But we arranged
this! I have a
petitionerhere! he's
come a long way --

Ne
dudiences

4he's not
Seging anvone
Is that hard to
Lnderstand? She is
not available!

Not your Pault.

Na, no --
poll back!
Everyone pull back! We <<,
have to regroup! =,

—

7/~ And wWhere have "*)

youbeen? We i g
needed your help! #f“'_*""‘“{,f;-_ -
7 Don't berate me. S
I was trying to behead
their Porces by taking

Ty ) oLt Scholz.

guess. Not @ bad .

idea, though. We're § | 3
\ outnumbered, and p~  What about
B those oozes ... A Prevost? He hasn't B [
A Shown up? -~

/
i . S Ly ' Well, I don't think his =
il 7oU'Ve got to be e | people would last long the
kidding. N T T s R B, 2y bhey normally look ...
e r-'.""r'-""'fif o -"" :%- --';-r::_ _r—'.-r .'-""r'- ._"- 5 K ; ;
{ R S
-—-.--';rE ol ey, .a.'.':.h"-"' e J: P ar e gl



I see he didn't
come himselpf.

No, but he
s)re sent his
procorer.

WellZ
What are you all
They're standing around Por?

ePPective, I give Help them ouvt!
them that.

You krow, even |
with the monsters, and q |
Oona trying to revert cozes, the ™ |
best we're likely to getisa ||
stalemate. We're too evenly /|
matiched. We could be ab
bhis Por daus. L

o

Yes, that i ~ : ' \ _ \ ' T :'i-"::
occurred bo Me. : r ¥ - - -
' L

Which is why I want to
take a small Porce around
the bop. Pass in Pront of the
Linden and stone estates in the
hills, and come arcond the
back of the old village.

They got chummy
real Past.

Their Pront seems to
be entirely Pocused in this
direction, so it might be a
chance to do a lot of
damage Prom behind.

... Prusilla, is it #
Why don't Wou come With me. ' Are you
Bring three or Pour of your, . surprised?
ah, people. They understand
edach other.

:.*.i?‘fl";fj o | |
W " You aren't allowed here. =
“1’. Leave our territory immediately,
L or MY people and I will have to do
; more of that. -

We're getting too
close to stone's
territory ...

' We'll have to get _
Il even closer. We need [udiil
B to cub through it. AR o b S [ e 1 ' " ;
: o 2 Lot - : \ : \ oL said You were
BB)> ot stone's b! " | | pe R | staying out of bhis!
Y remaining neutral, and is ' LA T ) B .
"~ presumably in his castle
diddling himselP with his
' stoners --

i

Isaidnosuch N
thing. I said I wasn't
helping ou.

I'm not doing
anything you say! .
. A L
"'--_._____“...:—_-—""‘f

~ Lord Prevost says
you're the most vseless
\  house in Highpoint, and
" he's right!

Now get off our [and \

and go back to the mess
Wou've made.




She's making a mistake.

Fall back!
Fall backy
We'll Find another way around.

That way's not;
geing to lead her
around. It's going to drop
her back at the village in
the middle of the Scholz
lines, and it's going to
go badly.

Come on. IF we go west and
~. cut very close to the Linden
estate, we'll come oLt on the nortih
road, and we ¢an head back to our
side of the Pight.

LET'S TAKE A BRIEF INTERLUDE IN SERENITY-

SPECIFICALLY, DR. CHAPMAN'S MEDICAL FACILITY, WHEEE ...

Trauma is no
less real Por
being in Sleep.

You're releasing me?

I'm done?
I mean, I'm OKZ

Perhaps it'd be
better to say there is
ho longer any good reason
to make Wou sit around
in here.

In Pact, in some
ways it's worse. Some
of what you experienced
was trauma provided by
Hour own brain. That's
hard to shake oPP.

It's very boring,
aPter all.

Physically, wou're as
“done" as we can get.
E\rerg tool we have says

you're back to normal. 4

F‘--

. DB SHAPMAN, A4'S £BISIS
PSYOHOLOSIST ——
BASICALLY AY'S ONLY

: PSYEHOLOSIST wun

— —

/1t isn't going to be easy.
| You're going ko have some
;?;-_ bumps ahead. Bet on it.

IN CASE YOU'BE NEW:

THIS IS EEL, WHE HAS

SPENT MANY MONTHS
AS A SEX DOLL-

w You're welcome to come
./ consulb with Us any time you
.| Peel like you're in a place Wou
A can't handle. Or just if you
™ need to talk.

Mentally, though ...

=== AND HER
AFFEENTICE JLSIE,

WH 1S TEYING HAERD TS

Fil-L- THAT &AF-

I'm not going to insist you
make regular appointments, but
I'd like to encourage you to
stirongly consider it.

Thank you,
doctor.

—

. - iH i
She won't,
. bhoogh. ,,"

b o

There was
always a strong
chance that you

wouldn't be able to

break the loop.

It's not easy,
Wou khow. None of
this is easy.

o,
= Rt =
-~ ey

|
|
rf F She absolutely will not.
: | ' Unless she érashes very hard. ,
-
|
X
|

™

— = e ——

I put you in
becauvse it was important Y
Por wou to try -- and I'll do it
again, becavse you need to keep
trying. You aren't going to be

P e T,
: R - b

rf You should be aﬂ
\ Psychologist.
% .

I don't think

% e ' Wou ::gr;t; téﬁ use able to jEtfr;rg fggl;?ggfng wel
y R & 3 positive. You know that.
' In this case, I
I blew this admit, I didn't know it'd

be a Pirst-person loop,
Where You were experiencing
it 85 the patient. Actually, I
can't recall that I've ever
sgen that before in
practice. I expected You
to be an observer.

completely ... we're
[Leky we could
recover ...

T

S

L
NN — =

aw
T

b fEt_e; bhe bite *-"-"“
BACKWERENCH, : : = —
Sy 7 I'm through warhmg&%
WHE HAS BEEN with you two, I'llbe | "

VALLABLE FOR -
HELPING BEVERSE halPway E':EFE >

ALSORITHMIC EFFELTS. dnyho =

You're not
being Pair to
yourself,

Broke new ground, I
suppose -- but also made
it much more difficolt.

——

¥ And there was no luck in it.
We trg not bo operate on luck.
It's too undependable.

... among other
Pactors,

THE EVENTS BEINS DISCUSSED IN THESE PANELS HAFPPENED LAST ISSLE.
— BN ) | |

I don't think that's going to be an
issve. Eeli wasn't like those others.

_—

They chose to
temporarily become
dolls becauvse they enjoved
it.. They just got sbuck that
way longer than they intended.
some o them may not care if

they're still being ... ah,
emploved ... and Prom what
Treece said about stive
Heatter, it's likely they
are. They may even be
having Fun.

You know, everyone
has personal quirks,
including some we don't
know we have until we
stumble Lpon them.

You Ghink I don't
have kinks? I have a
closetPul.

Being ashamed of them,
avoiding conPronting them, isn't a

good answer. You have to process
them s0 wou know how to
accommodate them in the Puture

Eeli didn't choose to
become a doll -- Church did that
to silence her -- and she didn't

... OF Work around them. choose to be ... emploved ... by Ms.
Lee. Which, by the way, was a
regrettable decision.

The Whole thing was an
enormous consent violation, and
that makes all the difPerence in the
world. I don't expect the others have
anything like that kind of travma. We
likely will be able to do the algo

reversion and that'll be it.

Eeli, though ... I'm worried about
her. she's going to try to avoid
processing any of it until there's an

explosion.

I couvldn't in good conscience keep her

here ... but I hated letting her out.

What worries me is we've
got a whole clubPul of dolls to Pix
L ... Am I going to get into this

) Same trouble every time?




¥ Except you're not
8\ supposed to be here. A

e,

— |

.i-'

What 75 it
with all the
Lseless
houses?

Attack!
Tear them down!

Right: where we're
sppposed to be.

Wou Por the duration.
b Back where You came. 4

e

All right.

B lold still, now

Y L it'sOK...I'M
] rnot going to hurt R
i  Wou, and ] know S
Wou're nobk going to ﬁ;
., hort me ... 8

- i e JI.'.’
b i s oy
. el .

Oh ... you haven't N
been yourself Por a long |
bime, huh?

! '_'"l L u

N
iy

L

__T LT

-

Nene of our
people are
brainwashed/They are all
with Prevost becauvse
they want to be! Yeah, I know
You have to tell
yourself that.

3 ".. P -__. - -I .. L : I - ..-_ ‘ B -._ _.” : _}rDU 1.'.!_
W 1 had a hard time 0 - - Iﬁggﬁﬂﬁuﬁ
when the - - myselp!
B\ brainwashing Pirst RS ST e 0N A~ 4
B\ came off, too. 4 e EE e R E

e, b

L5 You know, A
when I was N\
guarding Brendan I met 0O
all kinds of really ‘r"-"-
obnoxious people, but there | _g
was only one person in l
Highpoint so horrible I  /°
wanted to beat her to a /
pulp the instant I £ o
o Mebher. SRR
R s = Wy 0 5
e Youand '8
Y  Jourthraills A
B cledr out of here, \ :
8l or I don't Ghink I'll
be able to stop y-
Myself. <=

L i

- W
et =
i e

Right in the
direction we needed
tio herd them.
Good job.

... how much of
that was Por real?

You have ne
idea, Alex.

L] E——‘F'-.-
s R
ar s e a-. 3




B . kR
N el
I‘.j.‘.'.,}-"

| pant --
B\ I think we got away. |

... IVY, we're going
back to the estate. We
have a clear route there.
IP we're Past.

a

[ don't havea N
coMMmitment to
losing --!

bia . 3 O 1""‘-1*
You can't just o There's still the
abandon your S ones we kept back to |
troops! You have a g guard t;i castle. lfﬁ
commibment! B g0 send Ghem out boo.
S, Mavbe that'll bip the /

- B palance.
MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE BATTLE --- Ty 4 a ! - o

: 2 Oh, hey! U
Nice and quiet. : We heard you'd lePt a
__Good. skelet.on crew here, so

No sign of any tirouble ... we bhought we'd come 4

bidy vp a bit.

We book off N & L_ e X
everybody's Punny = — _Fj Sl
f__“__ : _"'_"_H_H - L. 1

: %aur estate's

: orPeit. We control
7 dome oPthem N . the property.

{ were 50 thrilled they

even volunteeredto Lo Now: what

help ovt. happens next?

hats. They were
Ghrilled.

L CarePully now §
... don't get
excited ...

Iris/

It's OH. Come on,
we'll get wou
together,

" And we just svit her up and o
put her back in again? To get voah Tinaw N~ ThE NUMbers aren't <
i . e 5 redan, L . - -
Laken out again# y e ik Shaw changing. scholz could
. Ve O | convert ours, but she hasn't.
P "l" A We may not be giving her a
S B Y . chance to.

T
L ]

1
-
]
!_I
P 1
e
L]

: Corven ...
) well, she said she
/ had some ways to take
soMe of theirs out, bub
. she's not Lsing them. I |/
S don't know what

b

"-..,__x::-he'ﬁ doing.

/Mt this point

{ it's going bo come
down to who

, collapses Prom

S exhaustion --

o

e
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THIS IS THE THIRD TIME IN THIS STORY WE'VE

SEEN AEIANNA EUNNING FOE HEE LIFE -..

THE AERIE, FOR HISTORICAL BEASONS, 1S IN HIGHFPOINT - IT
FLLATS HicH ABOVE IT- MOST OF THE SUEFACE BESIDENTS
OF HIGHFPOINT EITHER HAVE FOESOTTEN IT EXISTS, OF
NEVER KNEW. OUR HERZES, HOWEVEE, HAVE NOT-

- - P A
T

'I.;"'
i
a8

'-.-1-"1_..-"\ u...--.v.'-.J' "‘-.'_"_'_"-::_

&

Jeanne! =
=

oY)
bay
2

2

¥

o,
g
'h-_h

.andI'm
done with it.

I'm out.
IF you like, \

spread the word --\
everybody Plee. We're
abandoning the Pight.
or don't.
I don't care.

I don't want to
hear it, Ivy.
We're done.
I've lost My [ands, my people
-= everyboay's after me,
even Thallium's rejoined

You heard her.

ry

And it didn't even
work! We lost it all
and it didn’t work!

Bemember?
“"Move now and Brendan
will have to intervene.”

It was youridea.

The point was to
get him out of hiding
50 I could take him, and
he hasn't shown s0
MUch as an --

j Thew're shrogging ofF
the Fire shot!
Let's try one of the bombs!




Oh, I like you much better
like that. Big blank staring
eyeballs with nothing in them. And
now You ¢an't warn Wour Priends
. against me anymore.

Everyone's

¥ First time I've
tried modiPying one
of the procedures

‘-'-."'1

but I'm certain it
will work. There's no
reason it won't work. §

down ... I won't

have a better
chance.

some Peatures 4 .
of those helmets
Wou didn't tell

N anybody about,

I knew you didn't trost
me Prom the start. I'm not
blind. So I took some
precaukions ages ago.

eh?

W  This is why Wou
weren't actually doing
anything! You never
i intended to!

You just
; wanted '
everybody to wear
themselves out in a
big Pight s¢ You
could -- what?
, Take over?

I have a

surprise too.

Now, keep watch,
stay out of the circle,
and stop anyone Prom

interPering with what /

I'm doing.

Y And what do wou
think wou're going to
' do about it?

This takes

concentration, and I don't

have a lot of time.




2 e —

i

- -

{ That's the Pirst, ..
stage done ...

UORRAP ...
took a lob
more than I
| expected ...

Tedel

=
e

R S

! I know this is L‘“]
A going bo bake L

. somebhing out of me,
( but I'm not sure -- )

But it's up/
It's working!
It just needs the Pinal _/
activation...

-:.‘.‘ar-'l;- Pesaiber bhe
@b Gishe I Was on Ghe

,
AR
areung ...

It's too late Por
that anyway/

You are on the
verge of
== kP ==
something
gloriovs!

I don't know, but
I don't: like it.

|
1
--I-..ql-— -

One of Us needs to go
up and tell Jeanne to
bomb it --

o e
‘l‘.l L

..-T.-""-I"‘ -rﬁ'.!.-_l'.-..-_-. =]

r"'.-t;:'.

i,

%

ha ha ha --
Y.

I am transmitted’
[ am inescapable!!

My will sweeps away <=
everything around me! =
Nebhing withstands!

o




Perhaps iF f .

- You hadn't
abandoned me in
the hills, I might:

have had a betber
role Por You.

jlll u FIH L *r-ll.

We've got 6o make sure our
troops get all the hats off the
Scholzen while they're down ... and
Mmake sure they're taking care of
Corven's people properly ...

They're probably
dlready starting to
recover, and we --

L Han't break
Uh-huh. j all ... han't
s A - should even pull
An't h?i-:”? p- Honor ... Skel
none, skel. | Might catch.

@Got get some
with bigslap ...

; Help make slide,
shovld help Pix.




| e
| 4 QUICK PAUSE IN SEBENITY, WHERE LE

s vl i
¥ ...

You khow, nobody has ever
called me "Constance." Unless
they don't khow me at all.

I probably don't
know Wou at all.

What didpeople
¢all you? BePore Wou
became 3
Conundrom?®

... I don't
remember.

What do you wantz

: I want to oPPer

I know You don't o P j
. . Yoo a job.

bhink 50, but I do B 7 You helped with the S
\ pay attention. y/ bananawoman ... you put : 3
> ( aina and Esperanza onto bhat | - B 71t's ot a job @,
| asshole with the Plies, and £ 8 | Y that will make
L\ When they got caught up in @r— =5 [ you Priends. A lot \
P i, put me onbo it ... - i * of people will hate

And the people who were e | You Por taking it.
\ But I don't think |

vickimized by Kaolin DelPt say ¥ - ) j
she was stopped by someone ' \ You care much
matching Wour description. ] \, about that. /

s
E ",
o - .
E L e

™

N Which is pretty distinctive. < _ o

4 i What's wour point? M‘

- "\.x.
! — 7 1think it svibs your N
I also remember what you ! - - ~_ aptitudes and

tell me. You said at one point Iy, inclinations. It's not a ;ab)
that Wou're not inkerested in _ many people would enjoy. |
permanent damage, that the Pun - I think you'll love it. ;;’
and games is only OK iF it has o
an end condition ... /

That same night, I asked Wou
what your business was, and
Wou said "IP wou ever Pigure
that out, let me know."

And, most importantiy,
Wou'll be a lot less bored
than wou are right now.

ANMNA BAMANA: §53. LOBPD £2F THE FLIES: fYs. EASDLIN DELFT: BE2. THE S2NVERSATICANS LEYMNA ALLLUDES T2 WEEBE N S5,
‘ S .

[

We are the rebirth of
tLhe Order of Vision!

You now have order, P e ¥ I | No one will sbop vs!
! "yl ,- e kf == :

and I have the vision!

Anyone who =
wanders in here to
interPere ... they will join vs.
Anyone who comes through
p the portal ... will join vs!
Instantiy!

-

7~ My will washes over
bhis place! It cannot be
resjsted --

£
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{ Let's lose bhis "“*}
,bePore we talk. ,

.

_?/ . r_____,,,.f-’
//

//

Took a lot of wou
with it, did it?

I didwonder, when I

saw it, iP You had any

idea what a parasitic
thing Wou'd made.

That's an
interesting new
ook, Mirasol.

It might have been
inberesting to let wou run it
Lhtil it completely drained you dry
... bUE Wou were doing too much
damage to allow that. Jex was

right to Petich us,

I think it really
shows oPP your
personality.

o . g, o R

/" Which is why
f whatever happens : I
. hext has to be your I don't want to

I haven't bee L " iai
Y i : decision. destroy her.
Bethany" in years, I don't think.

Mirasol. My name is
Yvara.

Bethany is dead.
You helped kill her.

It's probably
best Por you that
she's dead, becauvse
iF she were here
right: now, she'd
tdestroy wou.

 BotIdon't
think she should be
allowed to do
somebhing like this
again ...

I've moved
past that,

But it's possible Yorie
here hasn't. APter all, wou i ;
recently, and she's skill v
hot Pully recovered.

y
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: - " 4 [ o h__ i
s Ve e w aaa
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Cam e, AN .;:z&;v_ TO UNDERSTAND THIS, YOU NEER, THE SC Mi'hmm&gg;__”

o .

;_r ':-I',‘;l::_':
o
T
*-':;'.'.l- .
5 ; :‘;"‘ - 1 i A JrF'- "
'r ~ 1.*-?:.-1"_1:. g:-h":':f\- e
o ) v B 'I"_: % b e
=S a | i
A g ] r
'ﬁh-;:' e - 3 B M
;_E e, qa - bt 7
Bl ey a ¥y
i R > %:: f
= w 1 ':‘: Y‘; ‘_I'I. x
s ¢ o~ . IJ‘P- i
D
. thf.;"..,.'. g r
O o ey -
; - ~ e :'.___‘ - é
é e
MY notes ...
- ward the room ... |
-~ hgh ==
\ ; : ... COME VP With
- S8 something ...
" TR - W ' - a . T
“ b . JJ"# P Lord r - #-. =T . oo ———
L " 7 i : . ¥~ u_‘.- > o5 -~ ; e,
\ Bonisova's not o ! . ik /s We'vewarded
’ W Let me in, o \_here right now. {,fﬂ-—-"‘mg'_' : - _ ( everything, so I wouldn't
we My, damn it/ SN 7 ; i ’ - \ try 60 break in. You might: | burned all
% s val Vit ] =5/ Andyoure not 'Y - . \ bounce ofP / | [ wour notes and
. q ™ “f his guest anymore. - i ¥ ol ' equinAent, S0 HoL
g e A WSt aun. ' ; dor't have ani)
5 "'! " his hoSpibaiity. | ..\ reason to want
| . T L\ btocomein
- (S &N
. A ' - :
' ' i ". \ . 3
' I'm @ guest \

of Lord

“\ Eaniﬁwﬂ! 4

LA !
" ~d
' P Sl
l- |
. s Holly/
A - - You ungratePul child!

WilTH

We saw how - -
that was going -
down there, and
guessed what you'd do I raised you!
next ... s0 we rushed up You're practically
here ahead of wou to MY davghters!
Make sure Wou were
Lhwelcome.

Yes, well ... \
maybe I've Finally
oubgrown you.

.

Mother.




1
A
- =

> Oh, hey -- looks like
/ Youtoucha ™\ et - someone's coming to Pind you.
{ hair on her head = .
ﬂ”fhg‘::gf’;ﬁguaﬁ”ﬂ like bhey had some old grudges.
[# ¥ J 7 ."*I f r " r
o\ pieces of you big / b o , Ordidl misinterpret?

LY ) ‘
S EHou LR, A

L L NS SRR, | @Guess I didn't.

A

Wretch/
L'll strike you
down Bor --

LS, o T : Damn you both!
> . it _eS Damn you ail

I'm trying to Pind her.
I'm worried about her.

&he's not here, is she?
She was never here! r

What did you de with her? fou're the one "

From this morning ....
but whif are you worried

about her? Are You 8

Friend of hers?
... a lover?

I'm her
davghter.

I've been looking 4
For her For weeks, and
I'm ovt oF patience with
False leads and runarounds.
8o tell me what
happened.

Who are you?
What do you --
why are you looking Por her?

Are you trying to hurt her?

l'l'nEl

7 It happened last 2 4 -+~ hOW MUCh do
[ night. We had just -- vk ik You know?
| -~ we were both just ~

B going to sleep.

I —————

There were two
' creatures. They were bats. I
mean, they were people, but they
had bat wings and bat heads. They

A\ were blue. Or purple. ... It was A - 3 g!
. dark in here. . :

T

",

\—? ——— =
-
- i

=

e

/" They Plew ofP with heriThey

\_ licerally carried her opp! - PR\ Vs S . :

T i 1 , i

N

o T

-

- " Neither of You tried A _
B toPight back? o

% P ¥

She doesn't like to
talk about that ... but I
made her tell me.

) =

I tried. I grabbed one of
them. The other made some kind of
loud noise -- it hurt my ears, and I

guess I passed ovt. When I woke
vp, they were gone.

3 Well, she's

She has a tendency to F dePinibely stuck now,

get stiuck in animal mode becauvse I'm the only

and then not check in. person who ¢an break
Sometimes Por months. her oLt of it.

And Peri might not have
tried to do anuthing
becauvse -- uh -~

I'd been kind of
assuming that was I'm so worried
what had happened about her ... and I

this time. don't have the
slightest idea what
to do.

Because she
wasn't in her right
mind at the time.




IT'S ALL OVER BUT THE ARGUING -

o

-"""":?eanne, I Gold pou
before, the Aerie is
not OK with that!

@lynis,
there ish't any

We're not the other way --

police of Highpoint! We're
hot interested in spending our
days watching to make sure
these people aren't invading
h___one another! That's
Except he ~Brendan's job!

hever really
bothered to do it,
even when he
was here.

And wou have a
vantage point we
don't. Literally.
“... Well, even iP we say yes,
we can't spot internal trouble.
You all really need to start
o, checking on each other.

g __.,: I agree. We need
- to bring back the
[andholder meetings.

Inmediately.

-
hat do we do
about the Scholz

estate?

we cando. I
don't want it, do
Wou? I don't even

Wwant My own I guess we

patrol it to keep her

M,

“Did wou even
koW bhey were
o Up Lhere?

;' |

.. I ean't call you

Now wait a
minute!

>~ You can't
just declare N\
somebhing like that!
Not every house is
represented. Lord
. Prevost isn't here,
. For example.
Yes, why Sk N
isn'tlord % -,‘
Prevost here, M
Prusillaz

E s

Listen.

Pid you happen to notice
that, among all the people
recovering here tonight, there
was the entire household of the
Collier estate? Including
Lord and Lady Collier?

o

<

Were they in the
battle?
. Ldidn't --

They Were -- as 4cholzen.
/. Becavse Lady Scholz took the whole
" Collier estate. Ages ago. I talked to Lord
Collier a litble tonight. Becavse it's small,
\  and on the Par side of the 4cholz
holdings, none of the rest of us

IP we all
nmeet;
periodically, like
we Used to, then
we can at least
have early warning
When one of us has
decided to start
pulling
something
nasty.
Andif a
hovse refuses to
show up, that'll
auvtomatically make

nobiced. At all,

. "daddy” anymore, can 17

Prom sneaking back in, just Ik

like we need to do with the
old Order cloister. IP --

When Brendan comes back, 4

he ¢an decide what to
do with them.

Would wou excuse

That's going to take some

N

meZ There's someone I I
need to talk to. |

It ... doesn't %
hurt as much as
Wow Might think. N

Now. { What are you
going to do? )

g o

e
e

I'm not nearly
together wet. Yvara
has a ot more to
teach me.

I'll be with her i
Por a long while to '\
come. The Delp
estate devolves to
\ Wou. Do whatever
N WoU like with ib. 4

de anybhing with
it;, but maybe I'll

A come up With

; something. o

matter, once
Brendan shows up
again. You know how
he Peels about
. Women holding

Excuse me!

You're going to be
keeping everwbody in }
line in this place?

I hope not.
I suppose we'll
be keeping an eye
on it, anyway.

_

Yes.

I wonder if one day I
Might not turn vp and give
Brendan the shock of his
horrible little life.

Then you're going
to want this.

Brendan gave me
this necklace when I

became his bodyguard. It

gives a lot of permissions,
permissions at his level. Lets

Wou open doors and get into

places here Yyou covldn't

normally go.

For all we know, he may
nhot be back Por a while. For all
We know, he's not coming
back. You may need it.

getting vsed to.

... CoMe Visib
somebimes?

s |
We can't let

Ehem suspicious to
the rest of you,

s Probably.

something like that
happen again.

. -

50 show Up.

Pl T~y
/" Imagine how it

Peels Por me.

I don't really ¢
remember being Tom
Delp, Honor. Not: directly.

| I mean, I have memories ...

but they're like stories. Like
someone told me stories
about this person and
insisted that was me once,
Except the someone
telling me the stories
i5 inside my head.,

But Prom what I've
seen in those stories,
I'm sure of this: I don't
want to go back to
being Tom Delp.

I know that
hurts you, and I'm
sorrY ... but he's dead,
and I think he should 4
stay dead.

T bhink Yoo Shovld
coMme Visib me.

But ... what about ...

Oh, I'm nots

going to need it
again. I'm out of
that business

Por good.

InPact, I'm out
of Highpoint Por
good. Holly and I are
leaving tonight.

And iP neither of vs

ever sets Poot in this

place again, that'd
s0it me just Pine.




And I don't have the
slightest idea where to
look. "Carried off by bats"
doesn't give me much. They
could have taken her
anywhere.

Mamha.
Pon't spread it around. I
don't think her chamberiain
wants it known.

Hallwell won't
either. She's been
leaning pretty hard on
using the pale lady as a
threat Por things the
Watch can't handle.

Pon't sit on MY
bar, Jenee.

The thing is, now I need to

Find her even more. I was

worried she was in trouble
bePore -- now I know she is.

Remember when Sigi
crashed into town like she'd
been through hell, and she said
she'd barely managed to escape
that crazy purple lady with
that castle way ovt on the
clifPs?

She did 53y something

about bats.

ELSEWHEEE ---

We gave vou our

answer lagt tin

Corven. It hasn'
changed.

¥ 1mean,it's a
long way to carry
somebody off -- that'd
be about two weeks on
B Poot -- but, I don't know,
. Maybe they Py Past

And your presence here is
unwelcome. We have no set
portals for a reason.

That's easily

arranged.

Well, it"s more to go on than I
had two minutes ago. Can wou tell
Me how to get there?

We have no
interest in
providing bodies for
your misguided little
battle, and we don't
trust -

Oh, sure, that's
easy. Go west unkil
Wou run out of land and
[ook Por a big creepy
castle.

I'm asking Por
shelter, nobhing
more. Asylum.

It's too late
anyway. The
battle's over.

this, be careful. A

But listen, iPF 'Y
Wou're gonna chase B8

s

Word is, people wWho
go into that castle
don't come back out
again. At least not as
themselves.

People are going to
be looking For me.

I need to hide a
while in a place where
they won't Pind me.

No one will ever find you.

I hope vou
enjoy iL.

b

)



