iy

b,
You don't really believe it's love. )

He comes to wour

house every day and Wou

tell yourself it's love, but ==
Wou khow better.

You're a liar.

l"f

3

Who are you?

' What is your

1 problem?
S 1

(EVER NOTICE HOow WHENEVER WE SAY THAT, IT

MEANS SOMETHING WEIRD IS ABOUT T& HAPPENT)

v,

[ Don't look at
\ e like bhat.

You need
difFPerent lies.

Only bime yoor gt | I'm not going taﬁﬁ“x '
heart's ever burned R . ) leave Wou without a
Por anything. T, - heart. I know you think
. R : it's impontanh,j, ;

——_

3 “ i“'- = | You can't : S
o RWH g learn -- none o 5
fe et ol jo o e R e i,
won't really help, Might as well make A :
but it'll be more obvious | 4
_ better. _ mistakes. .

Go on,
Find a better lie.

I'm Pinally here! I'm Pine.

sorry, it book longer
than I thought o --

But wou
shovld leave.

Well ... you're
walking around
haked, which --

e T e - @and, uh, you're
Are you OKZ kind of ... gray.
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THE YAEDS. ONE NICE THING ABOUT HORSES IN SLEEP

IS THEY ARE SIMULATIONS (WELL, MOST
OF THEM/, 80 DON'T GET TIRED. IT'S YOUR
ENDURBANCE, NOT THE HORSE'S, YouU NEED

TS WORRY ABOUT.

BY . PUSHING HERSELF POSSIBLY A LITTLE
HARDEE THAN WAS SENSIBLE, NACMI HAS
MANAGED TO REACH THE VIOLET LADY'S
CASTLE IN FIVE DAYS.

g | SHE MAY HAVE
=1 | R ol .| COME AT A BAD
3| P " L TIME, THOUGH.-

We'll take the
whole thing down if
we have to, but we

will get in there!

There Wou are! Do You
know how hard it is to track all
oF Wou idiotic creatures down,
when you're running all over the {_
place in a panic like this? -

¥ Much more usePul.
And I Ehink Wou're the last
ones. I lose count of You,
Wou know.

g You're so Lseless.
7 Thank goodness I Pound this ...
& ] suppose she was keeping it in
% case something like this ever
happened ...

Now go keep
those trolls out.

And you two are
just skanding around?
Don't you know we're

. Under atback?

We are sg
Pucked.

Y GO do somebhing e
sePul! Try to put out \TEEE
those Pires! Or make THSS

sure the grimlins stay [

Pocused! Or divebomb |+
those trolls. I don't o

know. Something. &0

I can't waste any
Mmore time! You've got to
| help me! I don't know what's
|\ Wrong with You, but You
heed to snap out of it!

IP this is an act
... he, no, I don't
think it's an act.

You're supposed to be
one of the most powerful
witches in the Yards! What

is going on¥ What
happened to you?



All right, back Not doing it, huh?
away. che and I are In real deep.
& leaving right now.

CHK, come on.
We'll get you ovt
and thenwe'll
work on that.

Is that
what you
think?

All right.. Take her to the
stairless towenr. Quickiy! And
stand guard there!

Hey!
Now, listen ...

No, wou listen. You
want her, Wou can have
her -- after we get those
trolls out of here. Honestly, if
we ¢an do that, I don't

You are
need her.

' interested,
I'm not becavse if we're
interested in overron, they take
Wour problems. The her, and me, and
trolls can have this o Wou, and
place Por all I / v ] . everpbody.
. 1 )
: And I'm oot of
tr‘icha. 50 I hope
ou're as powerful
You know I as You look.
can's --

Did she breach Is %
she in the inner keep? &

... Ghough maube not
Por much longer.

R ILAIAAAR R

What an
unpleasant
surprise.

=|_|_||.I.|.||||||-““-

: Hﬂw that the -:-e:luh
is stiabilized, I may

ask to move it there.
Neutrality is very
important to me.

wqummm

s

that isn't % :=
it 2 5 she an
| neutral, though? epemiad
visitor, or are you

yvou'd just be
changing from
serene barker's

o control to leyna's ...

and serille's ...

I don't think
Serille would notice,

8 much [ess care. And Leyna

.. well, iP I get to have
a prePerence ...

another person who's

getting all chummy
Wwith this corrupt
artifact and nob
_ telling me?

That's a8
uhcharacteristically
rude of you.

Also, I can socialize with
whomever I want. I don't
need your permission.

And she's -
neither r:or*rupt nor 188

I'm trying to

3 L\ help p\-nph

-|.

Oh, You are?
@reat.
Tef! me where Ruby _f :5

From rude to
downright
oPPensive. What's

eating Wou
today?

"q “w.l.l.n'l'nl.l-nilﬂﬂ”ql{' v

‘ I *EI'I:IU!'J have realized a

: long time ago. OF coursevou ..
know Where she i5. You have all the
data. But you don’t want to tell me, Por

- soMe reason I'm sure You think i f
justiPiable, but I don't

V.S

have to
rethink what I
was just telling her
: about m
preferences, if this is
how you're going to
behave. I don't think
Serene would storm
in here, demand
\ capitulation, and
call me a liar
to boot.

She would iP it
were important
enough to her. Why
does nobody but me
care about getting :

Ruby back? Plenty of people
do, and you know it.
they just don't have

the same
priorities,

At any rate, we're not IWing sl
to You. Ruby is not Pindable ... as !
that: entity. Which means she is either '\
hoti in Sleep, which I doubt, or she's very
literally not herselP right now. o deep in

20 you're "'x

actually no help
at all. k“\

And, again, rude.

there's a
worman. her name

e is

idon't ﬂ

\

i know
something i can
help with. or

help me with, i
guess. both.

*‘7

{: something you ::an ;
/;:;:
<\

fane, she's stuck in ¢

the dark place.

Mhm. Did you
put her t.herﬂl’f

__'_._.l-l'
—

Leynal

Do not make me |

/

kick your ass. / —

she ellcat

™

some other assumed identity that it
Pools the system. We've seen it
bePore. You've seen it personally,
with Nathaniel Barker.

while the souk was
coming apart. tried fo
use a portal that was
breaking. i didn't do (
=

any of that.

I don't even care what itriﬁ-
>, There's no justification.

"-'h-:- —— . \ g

THIS HAFPFENED IN #52.



'_-;._ . I k
iwasg
going to get ruby
to get her out ... but
ruby ign't here and the II
woman hag been stuck /
there for a long time ...
idon't think it's
dood for her ...

she moves
around, but i
can find her ...

You want
me to go into
inberspace.

on your

- IP this were
malicious, Lewna, don't
4 You think there'd be
b easier ways?

Well, it's not. And
it's insulting.

She's a virus.

Who knows how §
she thinks.

Iwasn't

¥ going to leave

Wou out, don't
Worey.

[

[ R | PO

i

III. wls
-

ATH,

she really doesn't
want to leave ruby alone
.. no matter how many
hints you give her ...

I don't give 9
“hints." I have no
idea what you

- o f
T LT

you're Ly
messing with ‘h,

i} me. your sense af |
/,.} humor ig Eind of

fricky, but I'm f

getting there. /

you just
told her that
ruby isn't ruby

. right now. that's
a hint.

5

Tl
Wﬂﬁ\

—

%Y didn't tell her <5
N Vvou have a really
\ good guess who Ez/ 4&

,,‘::\. ruby iﬂ. \

You think it's
love, don't wou?

Now, let's see.

There we go.
carry on.




BACK IN THE YARDS, THE BATTLE PASGES -.. SLOWLY. _
(NEITHER THE TROLLS NORB THE WAR &RBIMLINS ARPE FAST ON THEIR FEET.)

{

SCMETIMES HAVING EEAD WHAT CAME BEFLEE
DEOESN'T HELP MUCH.-

P ' T _h

[ FE EXAMPLE, WE S4AW THIS CEEATUEE WITH THE NASTY SFIT

’u iN #55, BUT WE STILL DON'T ENOW WH2 OB WHAT SHE IS-
¥ K~

WE AL-SC 5AW THE LEADER &F THE
TROLLS BESIN HER POWER PLAY IN
#55 AND INVADE A VILLASE IN #5&,
BUT WE DON'T KNOW HER NAME YET,
AND SHE'S KEEFING A Low FROFILE
IN THIS BATTLE ---

You!
carry me to the
stairless tower.
Now!

I don't have
anything else --
bhe best thing she
lePt that I could Pind,
I've already vsed, and
it didn't make the
drimlins strong
enough ...

Whit didn't she
have more
dePenses? Did she
Bhink she wouldn't

=== &H, WIAIT, THERE SHE 15.

There.
Don't you Py New you're 8
away, now, or I'll B Monster,
be pissed. :

More ereatures
who want to be
monsters but also
want to be cute.

:-'IE .:;} :: i ;"1" K i

J, e g

You can't be a

Monster and cute. I have a job

Por wou.



Pamn it, what does it take?
I know you're in there!
You're the pale |ady of Graytower!

You've got to come back
to yourselP! she's going to
OVerrun us --

Ah!
L #H?;éﬁme”gd Now, how long has
; this been going on? And
what did you do with the
realviclet lady?

SOMEWHEEE IN THE COBBLES-

There is
nothing in the
world better
than sleeping

late.

l Jeremy's
done three in ben
daus. I think word

). Might be getting
/oy OUL, 3 little. .~

J___I_HHHIH“I

g

L4
~

Ji‘" \)

We don't, want
people seeing me
and getting their
guard vp. We need

them with bheir
guard down.

(

/A

5

Pale lady, huh?
I've heard some
interesting rumors.

I--T've
always been
the violet lady! I
just -- it was
betiter to look
human --

You shouvld be very ™
c¢areful what Wou choose
Lo claim. You see, the real
violet lady is not going to
enjoy what I plan to do
Witih her.

Are you sure you
B want to stick to that
. story?

Beally, really,
reaily late.

~
So I'll do the next

Pew as myself. )
Change of pace.

M= —_

|

| II.UHHIHII‘”H{

Probably will wark
out betitier this time
anyway. I think Heeger will
respond better to Esta
Ehan to Jeremy.

-

And I suppose
You think she's
going to --

-- Wait @ minute.

gﬂMEtnhI'Hg
here doesn't

s

~—

Were they supposed to be
protecting wou? It's hard
to Pind good help.

— e
e

Oops. ' |

7 Looks like your
hold over your
¢reatures might have

, been broken whenl
B\ reverted you. £

F 4

Not that wou had
much of an army before,
but you definitely don't
. have one now.

Last chance to
change your story.

But everuthing
has to come to an end.
Heeger will be at his club
soon and I want to get to
him well bePore he
opens.,

And I have to
change Paces.

e

" Not going as ‘:|
Jeremy?

."f*--- --\.\'I
(_ Not today. )

-

—
sl 2

— e
—— e,
-_

-~ T
~ o

Shake a leg.

t-.~____}'cru’ve gotba get up too. J

J

" e Won't know N
what kit him.

Unless it's you N\
{ hitting him, bot maube |
\we can avoid that. 4

&'mon,
Rodes, move
Wour ass!

Want some

~ smell right.  /
., s

-~

_l-"'f-

B
I T
\

¥

o\




) e
i
zi=

-

Lorenad’

if

Waits

R

I

i f

= d=0

I kHow
something's
wrong with

I think we
. Should go Puck.

DePinitely.

il

... you don't
even know her!

nme

.'*%hiusfiﬁ'l

r

ﬂ d'[mﬂr r

Any lie's just as
ood as any other.
I\:? should Wou care?
hy de you care?

Ch, Por ; By

pity's sake. : . : / ; Iﬁiﬂgoum
It's not like it's - o7 g:ﬂﬁ ;e
a big deal, you : e - e her
know. . N . anymore.

! You're not \
her type.

~

GONNA s e | | . 1 I think what we have
MAKE HER I was thinking i LI ; , ' Sy | here is an animal. A creature
: tavrgharn. I like making the N : : WAL : who just wants to be
little ones into something so big. | _ ] R\l somebody's pet.
A\ Throws their assumpbions out of & B Pl
whack.
Not going to make her \
anything Por a bit yet, - Mmm, but
though. She may still have You re obviously
information I want. | & incompetent.

I'm very good at
communicating with
stupid things.

That's right;,

2
Just keep an isn't itZ

eye on her. I'll deal |
with her aPter I work on " ﬁ
getbing something Useful SR
%?. Prom the pale idiot, JASC _;" & X
PR hare. o -5 | B Besides, I bhink
g ML ¥ Wou were taking the
' wrong approach. You
: - were trying to wake her .
ol T e brain back vp. I don't <\ Just a
bhat!1va been see why that's 4% I don't bhink | T dumb little puppy
) brying Por days! Seg necessary. she wants to AN\ bhat Wanta to be 4
wake up. - AR, d good girl Por her
i L\ i ownenr?

5

-

4 -._?
o il —1
- g

=
|
|

-
i

Here's my problem,
poppy: I can't explain to those
bug things that they just joined

MY army unkil they stop
Pighting.

They're tioo involved in it
to listen to me. We need to
make them all stop.

all right, I suppose
that works.

Can you help me
with that?




You see,
little goblin?
I knew she was |,

-

a good girl. /
|I \
b A1 4

. ",

- -

- ""{\

/ And powerful, "
too ... I might |

need her help to |

y get them -- /&

1 R..

And everything
hurts Prom Wour trolls
pounding on me, and Wou have
three seconds Lo give me a
redlly good reason not to
brail you.

" Turn her into Ny | L - § ir——
[ something/ | & .

\ Something _ , 7 IP wou won't do
\ harmless! (‘that, then at least get, B8

w her away Prom me! £
'-,“'-—-:‘

£
= |

g Ir"h

/ What's wrong with . 1 & .- - ’ Transport her! Send her
|: You? Don't you want to \ 741 EEedi | A\ to helll T don't care where,
. be agood girl? _ § | S ' but: somewhere else!

T
& \

)

.. I'M going
to have to
remember you're
Lo duomb to be
anything but
literal.




TWo DAYS LATER

KiRA WESTMINE IS A POPULAR ACTRESS IN A4. SHE'S BEEN ¥ . .
INVOLVED IN OUR PECULIAR ADVENTURES, BUT AT THE TIME, _iad | 8 They get the
SHE LOOKED LIKE SOMEBODY ELSE- LONG STORY.- g | weirdest ideas ...
WE SEEM TO HAVE CAUGHT HER IN AN INTIMATE MOMENT-

ohuuuh ... i ;
Kira ... ... don't know
I knew you'd be good ... | ( Where they come
" t  Prombut --

1.1-..1:::;.:\_'_'_.___,_
= )
I knew you'd want it ...

knew vou'd want it like this .. | 9 b /. ((/""\ 2
I knew ... g — S 9902 Not again!!
- {.Fﬂﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁ o . t\%/j
.. knew you'd want me ... &

OH, WAIT, WE'RE MISTAKEN. -
TGNORE WHAT WE SAID TWo PANELS AGO-

THE "LONG STORYY IS #36.

Oh ... he hasn't o
even noticed. _ o Eetﬁgr v
His eyes are shut. > i
-= Whew -- e i

He doesn't
Not a doll ...
r- g ::__ gat ko geb back | want to see me,

- =\  he wants kira.
bePore he does ... - i .
not: a doll ... - @'H, I got bhis ...

.Fﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ !.-C ) _:! L ]

THIS ISN'T KIRA WESTMINE, THIS IS EELI- SHE'S A SEX WORBKER WHOSE SPELIALTY IS BEINE A "DUPER" == THAT IS, TAKING ON THE APPEARANCE OF SOMEONE ELSE.

EELI SPENT QUITE A WHILE HAVING BEEN INVOLUNTARILY CHANGED INTS A SEX DOLL AND HAS ONLY BECENTLY BECOVERED. APPARENTLY THAT BRECOVERY WASN'T AS COMPLETE AS SHE'D LIKE-

- And they're going to
éﬁhgﬂiédg; e yif \ 1 have to pay Por it. IP I can't do
eV i | Pace it: I'm _ anybhing else, I can make
Ay \ ruined. them suPPer,

customers, and it's
happened all three
times. Something's
happened to my brain
and I don't know how
to stop it.

It's OK most of
the bime, but as soon J
asIhavesex..I &~
can't do this Por a living )
now. I can't keep 1
having near misses
like that.

I could go back to
the doctor, but what's
she going to doZ? I don't

think she can Pix it.
I'm destroyed.

" They destroved
me, so I get to destroy
them. That's how this is

going to work. They're going

to regret I Pound my
way back.

SERENITY.
L Paers Whﬂé‘-ﬂ”ﬁgjﬂfﬂé‘ﬂ _ Oh, well, 100, Yo 1
h, ” thanks a lot! : c 1=
“““hq..__________.,-u\ : = o - Al : . ﬂﬁdl b
i a ‘5 |
What about
super-rode ... Lorena? Does
s / ‘ & — she know?
Famafng. \ - _ This is --
‘M Pine. o P 4

-

And what's with | : S~ ; -- You know, I
. Your chest? s T Ty e ' don't think I ever
oy B induos N i) A, a1 ™ v . asked You ...

N don't vsually ) T : b T B N ' '
walk around R ;

o ol :
( fou're gray.

| . & | . S . Lorena and I
N L {7 " W | ar*euf.togei'.her-J
allowed t0 look ...t 8 -

| | W } . anymore.
1 anyway I like. [ 7t <iE | ' N ' y-

\ What do :.:f . 3 N/ A ] | d A%
EH frjﬂﬁﬁ dign's ™ ® f - . i AR N

. want to. E'crn*t _.
You didn't show \ \hake 3 big desi, O

S vp! Remember? We ) "'\amt ik
# Were supposed to i
. have lunchz  /

-'*

> "You covld .
have at least ]
senbmead |
,Message. A&
‘:EI-E'_I‘__:. ‘%-ﬁ "
/" What's got into S § §
|k Wou, anywau? You're
being weird. ,,/

u-




. and even
4 puttmg all the rest of it
[ aside, kade's never been
\ interested in anything
. With a penis!

Well, people do change
sometimes ...

gure, and if it was
just that maybe I'd
believe it.. But he's been
joined at the hip to Lorena Bor
ages. To dump her, and start
acking weird, and change uvp
.. and then there's the
Wway he looks ...

i
- y
Tl 'lI o oo

f,,
{ What do you

. The Erouble is, we
{'x think, '‘Ranza?

¢an't prove that.

And we ¢can
only really justify
handling problems we
see out in the common
areas. We can't go police
what's happening in
people's private
spaces. And
shouldn't. You know,
Mmaybe it's a cult.
Maybe it's a cult that
doesn't always Pollow
 the rules, like the
Euphorics.

I mean, Ican <%
see kade joining
whatever the fat-!-?&b
thing is, he's like

. that, bUb" We can't do anything

about them except stop them
Prom Porcibly recruiting in the
streets. Same here.,

The other stuPP -- especially IP we see Somebody

dumping Lorena -- they were really
seriovs, Wknow? I just don't think he'd
do that unless ... well, unless it

wasn't under his control. O Epes open,

NASMI IS HAVING Yes, yes,
SOME DIFFICULTY eles
WITH TIME AND everywhere.
SPACE. I get it.

SPACE, BECAUSE
SHE'S PEETTY
\ SUBE SHE'S BEEN
\ LOOPING BACK ON
y HEESELF N&
MATTEE WHAT
LROUTE SHE TRIES
TO TAKE.

IP you see
me, why don't
Wou come Pind me
and show me a

What's that
vp there?

TIME, BECAUSE
SHE CAN'T TELL
HOW LONG ITyWAS
BEFORE SHE
REGAINED
CONSCIOUSNESS,
NOR HOW LONG
SHE'S BEEN
WANDERING IN
. - THIS PLACE:.

;h

7 ;

involuntarily transforming
| someone, then we can intervene,
& but not unkil we do. 50 keep

%)

#

——

That's the part
I'M wondering
about. I've seen a
couple of people Who
look like what you're
describing, the last
Pew days.

I Pigured it was
soMe new thing ... they
were all poso types, and
Wou khow how they are,
thew'll chase whatever
B Lhey think the Plavor of

bhe week is ...

r Bob N na_ljb'ﬁ' it's
, Somebhing else?

I5 it Ehe kind of

Uh ... look into?

//

\ |

.::"' 'L & ""r\-_

o S

/ And speaking of °
that, who's coming )
< out With me?

-

-~

7' 1guess
Helane's in,
becavse she's ,,
dlready started }
to dress.
Malz

Yeah, I
was just
about to get
MY sUit.

somebhing else we'd ... |

ﬂanza would probably be Y
the one to answer that. A

' N

hi

Pell, do you % &

want to come on 2
this run? -

PlatPorm of some
kind? Can't tell what,
it's Por, but it looks like a
place where something

happens ...

J Not quite ... but You're
* . dePinitely reaay PFor
-the-job training. With Pour
\ oP us, we'll be able to keep
N\ Wou out of brouble.

I'll go get dressed!




Pon’t run, Ponny!
L Don't you want to play with vs?

You sure did want to
play with me once ... even
b, When I told you no ...

What's diPPerent now?

— . -"""'--- s o . '..

7 And you've got those cute . : .( Imthtrl'g;;?:i%i ges j
new pussies, too! Don't you - aliccle kich .../

& want to try them out?

Copthy
Carepur thepe!

¥  Oh, poor Donny!
B Too tired to run and Pell |
on his Pace! Well, there's a place Por
-3 Wou to hide up ahead ...

Just a little Purther ...
You can do it ...




You're going to
rave Lo pick one!
Either crawl up that
hale or let them You decide
play with you! which one scares
Wou more!
== giggle --

Ponny, come
back’

No, not ail of wou!

Ponny's running off!
Somebody's gob bo go
aPter him tioo!

I guess you
want to get

burned, then.

What=
Who are you?
How did Wou get in here?

She's going to
Wreck the scene!
somebody get: her!

You can't get oud
L Ghat way anyhow!

}'aupﬂeed o geb oub
oF here right, --
= vghe!

You need to get
out of my Pace.

Ido the Y
burning.

L :
=

e
= F
-
-

s

-~

L]

1'[ -

" Look, I don't want o .
| Pight, but I'm in @ really IS
N shitty mood. A

R

W 4 You want me bo clear R
gl outZ Great. Show me bhe

e = way and I'm --
r.t._ _:ﬁ.ﬁ::"




INTERSPACE

OHK, Sharl,
I'm down.,

... Gonna
heed your
help now.

I really do. This
i5 anchoring me to
existing data. It's like
I'm carrying a little
bubble with me.

A little
. - ; piece of the
oF _ . : Souk. That I can
/ Al | . pull back to when
I need to.

?Tli:l-:iir
didn't use that
when she wag here

i'm not

AIlIn ore.

ithink.
idon't feel like

3 i ol
1alm.

Roby is
special.

No one's sure how
she does some of
the things she
does.

oo I'M SOPPY.
sproe it is.

Most of
vs, when we get
in this space, our
brains can't handle it
and we end up creating
a loop just so we'll have
SoMe environment to
perceive. And then
we get stuck in
that.

right over there
but you can't, see
her vet.
follow me.

do you really need
all that stuff?

THIS IS THE SELOND TIME LEYNA HAS USED A CONTINUITY SUIT. THE OTHER 1S IN #l4-16.

id that what's

happening to her? '
pp : Po you khow

what just

4
... 1'd 6@y s0. ey

Looks like shes running
Prom something.

u touched
her, it was enough to
break her out.

maybe?

Call ol
break her ouf,
of it?

&
L ) van -_., '}feah_ = - =i
No. The data bubble on ™ | 7 She might N\ . Bl
the suvit keeps me Prom being kick me in the on't see her
able to go into her loop. A ) . Pace. But let me LY RS 8 AUCR )
shield goes both waws. .~ ' . get a hold of her | anywhere,
E and then we'll A8 " i
R e - y gl 'ErF- o i_'l._l
Iprobably ™ e \% >, data now.
couldn't break it -' [
anyway. I was thinking |
I'd try phusically /

earrying her out. *'"'

A DAY LATEE.

SERENITY-

- |
FPE——— T

9 Thejob's —— L & . ¢ N o i

. |:' hl}:ggﬁrlhli;t':ﬂe:g BE. > __“..,%:.'...ﬂ- A, 3 2 o 1 _. b | . . . And stop ,ﬂ',:.[ﬂg what
1 '-.i\ r£;1.El-ft|-f I F. o Ip E]':IU Ha','rE_ tl:' ;'-?L'_ |-. h : . . ] - - . - | { | : | - : _ A B : H::ll,,'l."'E dﬂrﬂg_ll
I~ "_ S do an inbervention B8 - - oy : '- \ - 4 Y 4

D R b getsreal SR
| ||| . ” . iht‘EPEﬁtlng- p =

” You need to undo
that right now/

e P~ We have Serene
Barker's avthority.
I : - _ : ! < 2 gt P et S i _ Check on it iP Yoo like --
N P F A Lo e, Jfteryoucleanop B

bhey want us to do it i YEEESSINg /¥ Helane, look! ¥ T EeCR R 1J0UP MeSS.

But, yeah. B
{ @Gina told me when I started that it \~ I think that's why S
\ 'was mostly going to be standing on
. rooftops doing nobhing. ;-"'fn.,. teams, so we'll have |
e = somebody to talk to. 4

-
-




N7 Ahyouhavea

purpose! y Why would I do that? \ : | | N o
It's good to have a ) ( she's better opP as sheis. | . B $@ 0 What--
\ There's nothing to "Pix." /L= - ' - DR did she just recall? S

-"-|.___ = _..r""-
.I . e _'H..:___‘:\.

7 And if vou get in My
I have bo -~ /=

-

& Damn.Ican't

" recall that Past. I

, dlways have to stop
*:;‘Haﬂd concentrate. 4

& 201 guess we b, _
= blew that, huh? ; Iy
N A T : Could have
e i ' =¥ gone better. And
= ._":'E - 2 TP - we didn't get a
S AN ™, L chance to try to help
o _ . = o\ S the victim either. But I
o & - . = R et B, O 3 didn't want to lead
f..-.---"""_ H""'-... J ; . . ; -, I,..ul‘;.,__--l A - ; e ‘ i, 1.r,"|t|h aur QUHE‘J
/ I respect that. T = _ o 7 el s G 4 ol Phnows
s I don't bear you ) e = = ' : : F e o X P i
e\ anyillwill,
: : o= R 7 -- Oh.,
,. Uh ... : - S-S i Hm. :
OW, thanks, but that's not — U 3 S0 t.ha_t.‘-:‘: Whak LAoGE J- 3 .-
really good encugh. AR NCSSSSISSRRS LUMRER  cutsarefor.  /Q
S T, Yery :

- NS Fh ‘ ' Next time, § 8

You need to ~'~ : T g o i d | > gl [ though, we stun '"."‘!l
T, F L L ] - y 2’ T ..I. .'..- | i .. ..,- T _al E 1 .| I 5
Pix what you did. 4S8 SN W - A Ngtridi-vlag) -

/.

."'\,

THE YARDS (WE THINK)- e

‘ N

Now
Wou're going to
show me how to get
out, or I'M going to
burn wou 5o hard
Wou'll be Peeling it
For weeks.

I didn't skt
be thrown ineo

Whatever Pyeke ..
d-up /
s ¥ b Place this jgr p__l"

E : s - . H A . 'L I'
FE ﬂ gu o T4,
.:: = = L‘.%_J_l Ll : <




Zomebody
has really
strange ideas
about decor.

You had other
tools once. Back
when You were a

spy Por your

Mmother.

or has
watched way too
many bad horror
passives.

You could

disguise yourselp. |

You could sheak
around. You could do
other things besides
just try 6o burn and
smash through any

problem. (

When did wou
lose that? What;

I mean, all these

pools of Pake blood

everywhere ... d

blood waterfall ...

What is the
point?

Intimidation? Do
bhey just like it

that way?

Or both.

Could be both.

I was
hever a spy. And
she's not my
Mmother.

.. And I'm not
interested in
wour criticism, or
anything else wou
have to say!

I'm only
interested in
getting ovt of

this place!

Ch, well,
that's simple.
Look up.

I only just:
burned off all
those blood
splashes and how
I'm going to have
to do it again ...

Technically, that's
vsually the way in. Most
people have to Pind a
diPPerent way out.

But you can jusk
Ply out, becauvse

Wou're so special.

end up in the

place they were

taking you
anyway.

IP 1 let you.

I had Prina =<
check on you.
She said You
were very smart
and very
spbtle.

You're not
being either
smart or subtle
right now,
though.

For example, it
didn't occur to You
that Pire might: not be
very ePPective in
this place?

And at the
moments, I'm not
inclined to.




Itold
Hou -- I'm not:
80 interested in
tihe only anything you
thing standing have to say!
between me
and leaving is

YouZ

That's what wou
take away

No
questions
about whi I'm
: hot inclined to? " %
» Nothing about \‘{
: mobivations? No supposed to be N
coriosiby at here, there's something
anz very important I'm
supposed to be doing right
now, and I'm only
= IPI didn't interested in getting
= ¥ know better, I'd back to it/ and

be starting to Wou're going to : _
wonder i? Urina let me out, or I'm Sy
pulled someone _ going to starbt 8 \ iy
else's data. burning this place Sbill with E_he ,,L,—-———uh\\
g A 5, i ?ﬂg},gﬁ, ~ 1have Pire you
y ; il can't even begin bo
- ' comprehend.

TWe DAYS LATER-

ACT, THERE AR -
SEEENITY. d ¥ E | -
- c” 5 T-I:j M E E.s' "‘__,.-r"'"_ , ;‘J?f.___'_ "‘-.,_‘“
IT'S ToO EA IN THE DAY FEORE THEEE TL BE ANY - . Whoo! 7 Becavse I think gel <
CUSTOMERES THE TEOPICA CLUB ... BUT THE 4 That's ... really y " p ;o )
was yanking vs! I don't
LIEHTS ARE S50 SOMELONE MUST BE HOME.

bhink this booze does
anything. Except make vs
\ tipsy. And it's not even
5 doing much of that.

strong. (

¥\ Whiskey, Uris.

You weren't

'5U|‘J'FG'5-Ed to
chugit.

Bob iPT <
don't chug it,
how am I .
sppposed to get ' i
buzzed Past \ ; '
enough?

They've been
& .. getking tons of
Anyway, you & " _ ' business! They
and Kimmy Pinished ‘ "~ couldn't be Pooling y
J yours in a hurry too. . . everybody --
B ou want to see what k : > =
“ happens just as b» | \
much ... ' : e 4

]
: 5 | . _. . \
: > : — Well, T should buh bl -

- ¥y Phl shthn b nUk --
Might not — N
Make any oty ;

difPerence.

" Looks like it started to
L kick in, huh, Ms. "it
dosht d nthn" --  /

e
~ dhnt thik
W sphad
-~ MMMM -~
: —— Phis ne ... b bl ...
M MoUR! - ' \ 1 ' hd tr &k tho .. ; g
M mouh Pls whrd! AT . : - | ' M thngs t bg ... ! W _ MGURAR ...

nd smbhn ...



i e T | Oh, let them _ | :
Ladies! ' . e Unless Ghis
Ladies!! | have Pun. i person objects.

You can't do
that down here! You
heed to get a room
upstairs, op -~

There's nobody
else in here to get
oPPended and there's

hot: likely to be Por a
while yet. !

But I don't
think wou're a

They ¢an have ALk o

special exemption
Prom the manager.

Leyna Barker,
isn't ib¥

{

I'm the 7 Jusk out of curiosity,
manager. I'll be \ What were they drinking?
happy to tell Wou _ : = e Selma served

anything you need ! . _ them ... but Prom the
to know. — - looks of it, it was Old
; Oral. Very popular.

Second most
popular variety Por
the ones who drink here
as a setup Por sex. We .
have two kinds of : What's most

I appreciate customers. The obher popular?

that, Ehfmag; . DUt I kind drink as a
also know you're not the party game. Among the

owner. Even though that's Poreplay
apparently a secret. You ron 2%
the Pront of the house, but I ﬂ”*%’;ﬁ;;;f'mm
need to talk to the man )
in Ghe back.

Which, to me, is no il
diPPerent Prom just probabiy
Word is he's vsvally : being drunk, but to shovldn't have

around at this time of day. each their own. asked.

By the way, I don't
|2 ) vsvally get recognized
He is. 1 on Sight.
Come on, I'll take Have we met bePore?

No, no.
Wou back there. #= He told me what

Wou look like.

-

Ttold N\ Well, unlike the

You know, I've been N . = ‘ ,
Chimay abovt N Cobbles, we do

triging to keep MY identity
at least a littlebit of a | Wou becavse {
secret around here. | ; : suspected you'd
7 Ashaveyou, N \ Show up sooner
| apparently, Mr. N\, orlater.
& Voorder. 4 There have
9 been a lot: of
i850es With
algeribhmic drogs,
including some where
we're still working
to repair the
damage ...

occasionally care about
the public gﬂﬂd here.

Call me Pieb.

I would have
thought the ship had :
sdiled on Your identity Yes, but how

AHadEs, : much of that was
Jonathan Church
Serenity deliberately wreaking

doesn't have havoc?
constant shakedowns
like the Cobbles, which is
There were - hice ... but in return, you ... No matter.
plenty of rumors even have to let the people in As it happens, I agree
beFore Wou set Up an office ¢harge inguire into your with you. That's why
in the Souk. Which I gather aPPairs as they we're doing algohol. It's
Wou now control. In addition please. MUCh More
to being the major predictable.
r Porce here.
I wouldn't say

that.
And I don't thintk most anaw{h:"ufa% ::ff E[:es bo
people have their ear get them drunk and how
ko E::ae grgﬁnétﬂbhe long it lasts. No wondering
43 " Possibly not. I'M not Yeb When -- or iP -- it's going to
As Por my identity, I'm just convinced that's a wear oPP. And the ePPect
trying to avoid people Who good exchange to doesnt [ast nearly as
Might not have taken it well have made, to be long, 50 it's less We'
When I lePt the Cobbles. honest. davnting. eve

encountered some
You understand, I hope. that didn’'t wear ofP,

bhough --

-- speak of - .
bhepdevil- 1 | N - This i the only . Well, I appreciate

, ! thing I really do ou're trying to be I wasn't
It's not . well. Mr. Piet was B aboveboard ... happy to have to
/% — like that! | willing to give me a L L move to Serenity.
Chad ‘ _ B . chance. I don't know i . admit it. Bub I do
Cantwell is the '\ 3 | what I'd be doing | “\_know the rules.
[ast person you | instead. R
should let | - =
anywhere near - : Frankly, it's no '
a distillery. | rent Prom what I've

always done. I ran my
restavrants cleanly. It was
the rest of the Cobbles

Look, not: only ,
etilbiaia: 9 that was Pilbhy.

promise ... I don't have
any reason to do thab
kind of thing. I like what
I'm doing. I'm happy. 1
don't have any
grudges.

I don't do that kind
of thing anymore! I
gave you My word!

Mmbm. “I'm sUre Wou'll S Sy ]
Have you told him want to keep Your eye
about your history on vs. I understand. We |
on bhis? have nothing to hide, /=8
And I promise You s ke
OP course that I'd consider inPlicting
he has. vnwanted changes on my
A b ik s o customers to be bad For

IN #35, WAS DOSED business,
WITH HIS OWN BOOZE, Chad is the only

SFEMNT MOMTHS UNDER -
o e e person I would consider In Pack, we stock a

AUBED AND BELEASED Por the job. There may be :
FROM DE. CHAPMAN'S someone better at crabting cggg”:;:ﬂ:ﬁ;g‘;iﬁggdbﬁ;ﬁa;‘:ﬁ&'r?m

CARE IN #52. liquor in Ad, but iP 50, I , E
: ! what they got into and needs to
don't know Who. sober up instantly.




The thing is, I =<3
don't have any choice )
but to trust him, Unless
he actually does
something --

Hellp, Pell. .
{ I knew I'd Pind at least
one of Hoo somewhere
around here.

50 these are
Y Wour gray people?
| There are a lot more of &
them than I was '
M expecting. gy |

= ? That's becavse ~

‘:.f"" she's been busy. The ,

woman making them, I mean. )

\ We think she's gotten nearly |

S everybody who livesin /S
~__  bhe area. L B
s —— " Which may also \a
S mean shelives in
\  the area.

i
T
T

=

It's nob Me
that's wrong ... f

fou're just @s

e

"l &y wrong as he isl
Possibly, but bthe ™ |
only time any of vs has ™,
seen her, we didn't have a )

chance to get anID ... we've
been watching Por her to show
her Pace again, and she clearly
has been out, becavse she's /
been making more of  /

these, but.
i y / | r Your heart is

LR Hey, we may : ¥ [ wrong, and you
have a probleMm. 3 -

~ / - ; - ; s
¢~ You had this el P F.r"' You stay out

L coming! ., OFthis!

C'mon, break Rt
it up!

Hey, hey!
Let's not, OK?

Whoa!
Now, hold on ...

Why are
Wou interPering? Can't You

? il -= Urgh -- : '- sge they're Wrong? You
[ Il show you I don't think they're : %guid%& ﬁgfpfﬂgg ugz'

(. who's wrong/ gonna talk down.

'7 f Who's "us"?
L And what makes
\ bhem 50 wrong?

l 1 L :*
.
. ' ‘ Now, wou're all going

R
ho. doni to stop this, o --

Can't you see?

Ghink 50 ...

=" Wrong color?
You're all the same --
: wait. k '

( ”
Dovou meanthis U
stupid little badge or

whatever it is7 Is that

PIC Maybe you
?
what this is all aboub? A ey e

them, Ghen.




i

o

. | - i They dom't have love lives!
Wait, bhey stop , : What are you doing## Wio one has a love life. ;
when you take P People just say that becavse they think it ) =

those out? | ; sounds better than what they do have. /

—"'_'_._._-—-_-_‘_'_"'--..._
_r._._,.r""'_

o
We're never going to get .

F L It's a lie!1t's always a lie! 7 anywhere vrbil everybody Pigures H"x

il = Do vou know how -l that out, that nobody ever loves

" Is it OK to do Muoch ?wrk Wou people ___\ anybody else becavse love doesn't

it to all of them, are ruining? . . EXist and pretending it doesis
Wou think# breaking our heaas. -~

——

TR _ : .
s rot dusion’ : Days of ePPort, yay »
e's 1ot dead o : and you're jusk '
hort, he's just not . '
: ) trashing all my
Moving .../ \what f N progress!

happens if ’ s OF course
You pub ;‘P : ' they're Pighting over
/ T o i .,_x?ach in? something petity and
/B on't thik _ stopid. That's the poink. IF
. we quii- to try I need to ‘ Wou make it stupid and
bhat just yet. put on a suit iP obvious enough then all of a
' ” I'm going to help sudden people can see how
Chem ... stopid it is. They won't
3 You consider notice their lies any
o ®\ this progress? other way.

... bUt it looks
like they've got it

rol, [
under control Tearing up

¥ people's love lives so
they can Pight over
what color toy heart
they're wearing?

* The Pighting, p} ‘
(" anyway. No sign of ) That's ... th
\. e p 4 ; 3 L o R & F
{- the redlproblem. "- bhab'ﬁ- dn
) interesting
. - viewpoint ...

You don't
understand!’

But I can make you
understand. I ¢an Pix
Wour heart --

... That
wasn't as
<N satisPying as I
None of wou! B . ; thought it
Nene of Wou understand. o , would be.
None of You are going to stop me! £ ik
I'm never going to stop -- [

BACK TS THE YARDS, FERESUMABLY.-

I'm not inberested.

IP wou're nat here Lo let me out,
then go to hell.

h Interesting

concept.

I My name is
. Prina.

My Pather studied
; ; religious history. Trying to
LN g T ' ' understand it, I think. He
j‘ decided that hell was what;
. people wanted it to be, Which
| ' meant it meant something

different to each
person.

What if we're
dlready there?

I'm here to Pind
out what your hell
looks like.




Prina® : :
She mentioned Wov., Helped.

3 Now Ehere’s an
you told her — ‘ '
Eart; Eggbtmfg ,h : | interesting

concept.

S0 You're
her spu?

- Donny is a
rapist.
I saw what you b 5 LN | o
were doing to that e ; _— g A diPPicult trick, in
man. That was a very ' : Sleep, but he
strange kind of £\ | pe R managed it.
“help.” ’ |

researcher. I find [RNENEEES L ! ; - > = o . N What sort
iNPormabion. £ SRR i . : = AN ) : of help would
7 i e e AndI'm ot @ A L ¢ : you 5ay he
one of those o deserves?
T X people, anyway. I ; '
When people are brought . _ _ caMme here by
here to be helped, we can't all . accident. .
help them unless we khow R . r . Second: I'm not
everything about them. A | ’ | s0re how Yoo got
' : here makes any
diPference.

Very libtle
that happens in

this place is ‘
about choice. Just as I'm not

giving Wou a choice
right now.

It makes a
difPerence because
I'm not one of the
people you "help"! I
don't need wour help
and don't want it/ You're saying
] - MMA -
there's nothing about Wou
that needs repair? Nothing
wrong at all? That's a
very bold claim ...

You would do
well to learn
that.
Quickly.
That's not the point!
Even iP there is, I didn't
choose wour help!

IN A VERY DIFFERENT FPART OF THE YARDS

bt R w*m
. IN#56, CRES HAD A PLAN FOR HER AND PLEEK T &ET .
“ HELP FOR THEIR SITUATION- NOW THAT THEY ARE N& LMEE
UNDER THE (FALSE) VIOLET LADY'S CONTROL, THEYVE ,
% PESUMED THAT PLAN- IT'S BEEN A LONG JOLRNEY, BUT . :

_ THEYVE FINALLY REACHED THEIR DE:'S TINATION .. : B : .
TH TR R e T - B LT s /" Well, you don't seem
L AP o SR K " N e WV " 73 ; \ f \ hostile, anyway.

3 . e 55‘ w h 'EF E " o . , k iy ] o L ey i = - '-.______ _____.-'

\ _ are they?

Are Wou sure
we're in bhe right <
part of the swamp? B This is the right S
S Becavse I'mlost. 4Y part. It's just there -
i B aren't many of them, and g
they try not tio be seen o
Lhless they want You to .
- see them. 5

_,-._"'
-
el g—— T
o= T

" But once they see
us, I think that'll make

Lhem curious enough to -
show bthemselves -- -- and there's §
one now.

I think we'd
better go see
Keridwen.

THE BATS, AS YOU MAY BECALL, CAN SNLY
SPEAK IF THEEBE ABE N& NON-BATS FEESENT.

I can't tell what you
want: without removing i ,
those ePPects on you. I Ghini removing
the ePPects may be
what they want.

ﬂ

It will take 3
While tm seb Hr:.

When did you last
eat¥ Vo You need to
rest? Eilonwe, see what ;
they need while I go 4
Well, that prepare.
shouldn't be '
difficult.




—

SOME TIME LATEE-

Plegk!
You're ... LR ...
You didn't go all the way
back to human?

wow, I barely
remember looking
like Chis ...

Your instincts are
good, then.

And, Cres, you
krow her Prom some
time back. When [ast
we crossed paths. she
was the woman
causing us all so
. Much trouble.

Ruby looped her!

oW Mental loops

ye aren't

PR, c5cape-proof.

f A il
- 'l "

]

r
oe

Prophetic-type
inPormation, you mean?
_ I've heard the rumors ... .~

Ty not to
MOVE, NOW ...

Shouldn't take long,
it's wielding well ...

; This is her prior
Porm Prom bePore the
enchantment. I undid it

Fully. Ne lePtovers.

/7~ 1was abat

( bePore the violet
lady. Just a

\_diPPerent bat.

No, I was always
this way.

" Well, Por a long

time, anyway.

Puring the ritual, I was given
uhexpected information.

g SR

We don't call it
prophecy.
And most -aﬁ the
ruomers about vs

y,  dre untrue.
L -

s -

)

Sometimes the air is
Lurbulent. sometimes the
Plight is calm. Sometimes the
destination ¢an be seen S5}
Prom Par away. : [

To dePeat the green
lady, wou will approach
From behind, as others

push Forward.

o
-

But to succeed,
Pirst you must repair
Pour: Baz, Bani, Peri, and
the russet [ady.

That is what [
have seen.

/ Right. Becavse you N
[ never leave the swamp.
\ Not even to warn people

L

\_ about big trouble.

F
./~ We aren't strong
[ anywhere but here ...
\ and there are very
: Pew oP us ...

7/~ And there's only
| one of me. Why is it

!

\. MY problem?

"

)%

-

She must have begun

I like being §
a bat.

Interesting.

remembered!

We try never tio ;
Forget anvone. And some of
Wour activities since then

o are known to vs.

CRES ENCOUNTERED THE ESEETS IN #37.

Come inside,
There are things we need
to talk abouk.

Well, 0h ... I never
dispute ... that kind of
information ... .

... buG I'm not
sure it's Por me?
Maube your vision got
sent to the wrong
address?

I don't know any of those
hames ... I think I've heard of the
russet lady ... a rumor aboub someone
living up in the north Porest? But
that's all I've got.

> 1don't know of any

green lady, and iP there's a \

war on, I haven't heard

3 I""f. &

ot

L Waib, was the

! green lady the woman
who was invading with
the trolls?

-r:;' b‘\-\.-\. i

S 1 didn's like her.

You can't do half a
job. IP wou're the keeper of
the peace, You have to do it
completely.

IF you're not
prepared to do that, then
it would be better Por Wou to
hide away somewhere and ‘
claim none of it is your  JEE
o — . -_—___E':"HSEFH- . [ I

T

Like you do? J\[™

g

S . 1 5 L
_'1:“-_-._-'_'_' X
HI'"II".Ir .."r ."‘" _' 1 '\
O¥ then. .ol
wig
- g
7 Bot I don't know how

Becauvse

wou're the onli 2
" J Who gives a damn.

BN\ RS
SN\ /e A

MUch longer I can go being
the only person in the Yards

L
HE
-

i

‘\.

mustering that army of trolls
dlmost as soon as she broke out.
No remorse, that one.

They're Moving southward. You

would be better able to judge

than us how Par they've We sympathize.

Perhaps you should be |8
assembling an army. A




TWO DAYS LATEE

DE. CHAPMAN T

i . We
y noticed her outPit ‘”x
/ was an algoribhmic
[ apply. I assumed it was
some kind of protective
ePPect. We stripped her ...

and Poubnd oot it wasa |/ . |
guessed it in
how she'd gotten

disguise ePPect, and /4,
" Eld'u’at‘h..e‘ / k
h F,
i \_ bhere?

¢ \sTg

N\ thatshewasa
I did, and she “‘a.

man ]
”WGL}!dH & tell me. I bhink she )

bhab she'd more or less

P o N
Urd Wou ask her

~~~  Iwas
/7 startled, but Dr.

was embarrassed. She said
'EGHIPGHIHIH about how it was

" Chapman ... very much
wasn't. Later, she said

bad Porm Por her to jump to,

& conclusions. i

3
~a
Am_qwa W, his name's
Jacob Grist, and that's

pretty much all we have.

_..rl"

——

"

—I—'-'-.-

He believes
there's no such
thing as love, or even

any kind of emotional
attbachment. He thinks

dif relationships are

transactional. .

gamg to be able to *-
do angthmg Wwitih him.
I don't have a
lever.

I'm not
!

)

Well, aren't that's why he A%

doesn't have a
probles With
SEX '-.'-'ﬂf"h. ;

... Pon't troll ~]
e, Leyna.

o —
——

7 Yes, o course ™
" there is room For
discussion about
whether exchange of
emotional support is
EPEHﬁauﬁlﬂHﬁf but
we're not talking
about that har*e z’

He's working { .
Prom & Pundamentally Ty

sociopathic position. -
Because pe has never cared
about another person, he
a55UMeS No one else has
either, and so everyone
is lying.

_ I ¢an't Pix that. The only !
) S thing that would knock him Ut
- /' of it would be to Pind someone he
i actually cares about Por the Pirst |
- Lime in his liPe, and I can't make £

/} . that happen. ﬁ -ﬂ

BACK TS WHEREVERE THE HELL THIS IS-

Y L L~

.

i

|
14

lr | Ky
y  Backwrench! 1
I'm surprised ... 1 §
don't think there's
going to be any |
algorithmic 4

A Er'lgmearma on this At

one .

. Ah ... no

' I've been ... um ... |

I'll explain later.

¢

There
was alwaws
going to have to
be a Pirst.

Let's pub him
aside Por a bit and
Lhink about his
Viekims.

' They haven't
W reverted. IP we leave
their "hearts” in they go
back to their corrupted
behavior right away. IF we
take them out, they
Preeze. Many of them are
st.anding around
Prozen right now.

Moliy/

Hold on!
I'm coming!

WE
HAVE OTHER
FLANS FOR

YOu.

Whew.
I khow him!
He was a regular at ...

iﬁ'
7 | ot
_Uh, one of the places I worked. & _ -ﬁ
.rllh--__ .
—

Not sure which. -

——

No! I mean, no, he waﬂn’t
" trouble. I'm sure about that part. None

Was he trouble? ! oP us ever had a complaint. And I don't

Do you remembenr?

' I 5uppo§e .

that means we can't
just let him loose on
promise of good :
conduch., =

T

You wouldn't g;?
ohe anyway. He's
completely remorseless. '\
He's said several times he's
just going to keep going as
500N @s we have to let
him go.

... L know
what you're
bLhinking.

>~ We've got thirty

remember him being horrible or anything
during the sessions, or even wanting to
do anything very wild.

_ - .

We were talking about T~
that and I'm pretty sure I have @
stupid answer that will work. How )
many do I need? I mean, how many ‘,

vickims are there? .

_,,--"f Thirty plus a
lot of spares. Ol.

Prozen ... there might be a

[ 1ot more. But Pixing the Prozen | I need a real Pacility
|\ ohes would be a big start. Then )
0 We can dedl with others as

Por that, and some
Lime. Can Wou keep
them all out of trouble
while I go to
y  Spindrop Por 8
S day or 507

we Pind them.

r




I'M
GOING TO LET "
HER WATCH WHILE
I MakE YOU INTO A
BRAINLESS
ROBOT. THEN I'LL
1._,} CONVERT HER

TN

e e

SHE'S
UNDER MY
CONTROL. LIkE

SHE Was MEANT
TO BE.

THAT'S
WHAT oHE
REALLY WANTS,
YOU KNOW. TO
SERVE ME.
MINDLESSLY.
NO MATTER WHAT

AND THE
SHE oaYS.

WHOLE TIME
SHE'LL KNOW
THERE'S NOT A THING
SHE CAN DO aBoUT
ANY OF IT.

IF ¥You DON'T ENOW WHE THIS IS,
YOU NEEBD To READ BSS-54.

- aAm i £

7 You can't get
out of it that
way, idiot.

v You keep tirying
that path and you
hever learn --

-.'H‘U‘-'u T
'-I.'.

==
T Y
]
-

e

.
S

]

. W

You all
think you're doing
something vseful, don't
Wou? You think this is
Gherapy. You think this
is repair.

7" 1 don't think You'd
really do that.

You
think I
can't burn
through this? |
Well, maybe I
can't.

You're TS W el But I sure
torturers, is - ; Mmight try. And 1
what you are. You're . - sure would be
grinning litble sadists ' | justiPied in Prying
who like ripping ' | W every one of Wou liktle
people's brains , , horrors Ontil there's
1P she's not: enough left of
convinced you any you to scream’
difPerently, she's =
[Wing to Wou.

-
{ And I wouldn't let
Wou iP Wou bried.

Come Wwith me.



e m—

Hush, how.

Listen to me.

I derealize
Wou're here by
accident, you

know. I've known J§ ¢ ' | k ﬂ: £ o4

that since you
got here.

. e ' You Ghink Wou're going
' ' : o | to Pind a way to make it
' ¢ =0 safe. To make Wourself Peel
Bub, whether you . : saPe Pro it ever
believe it or not, we Pix % happening again.
people. We repair them. ]
And just becavse you're not | 5
e ! ) :
our vsual Pare doesn't ;, That's not possible. &
Q There ia no wall You ¢an build high
il enough. There is no armor strong
enough. The answer isn't there.
You will never be saPe.

Mean you don't need
repairing.

Po you get: ofF
on those kinds of
decisions? Who said wou
could make that choice
Por me? I don't think
I need --

You can't get saPety, but You can get
Security. Security isn't the same thing.
SaPety is knowing nothing can harm you.
Security is hnawm% Wou have someone Lo

help Wou ouk oF it when it does. 1 You're brying to

N solve the wrong
. problem.

You'll Pind it
humiliating. But I think
that will do wou good.

going to put You
in a torment

dgain. You learn

nothing there.

2\
You've proved

that. . | f

SN You're going to be one \/ 1'Ve marked you as the
" 8 opous now, Por a while lowest echelon. You'll serve the

/| tormentors and enPorcers. See
3 < to their needs.

ki R 1

IN YET ANOTHEE FAET £OF THE YAEDS ---

More Pon like this! ;
Take all for, don't like -- o

It'll still be
Fun. Just like
\ the others.

e — T ' £
WE SAW THIS | BT : '4 What's -~

HIPPO VILLASE ol
GET CHANSED

1 T Wil 4 ’ WH-HE hEFFEHEﬂ?
INTO ACTUAL . g, There was a --
HIFFS2S IN #53.

Everything is
altered now.



=

I L
I don't
understand --

What does that ...

LOLULhRAM

- — el

Covld N
staued hippos Y

ST

SLill humped i _ e SSSE
wd ..~ |
. -.F:_: ik EEH L ..

.
It's more
Pun this way,
When they khow
what they're
deoing.

Oh, that's
bad ... I think.

I might
need to turn
around and --

"".

iy
-.‘-:q*

 8till say could just

be hippos ...

uég #{\‘IFI* ]"

What's --
what are you ...

UUhhhhh

S

'r.',f‘w

. H ¢
-.-._'f-*:ﬁq:]. N 2

£ '

Nasty
e:s*pn‘i: COME
ot of cave!
Must like you

Is that
true, Hejiz
Are you out
here looking

B For me?

Ohelie s
I5 that youz

Well, I ...
none of You came
back and ...

QUoOANr E

-.,._—

I think it's better iP

Wou join them.

You £an Puck in
Mud all day too!

Bub I don't --

It's all right.
We were heading
Lo the Gaja lands

anyway.

You can come
With us and help
us out.




A DAY LATER.

&

SEEENITY-

O, bub how?
You didn't know what to
make the clockwork
hearts do...

Turns outs
sometimes you don't
have to be exact.

You do iP they've
really lost themselves ...
like, iP they've been turned into
bananas ... but these Polks skill
knew who they were and
everything ... they just had their
dappearance and behavior
messed with.

Where we
lePt bhem ...
surprised no
ore messed

With bhem

&

Ok ... hope

You're right

about these
things ...

== Well, the
Y 1 think Pailure mode's not

¥ everybody is U

kind of trained

by now just bo
leave the
weirdness

’ Here, grab N\

( some hearts |
and let's get

= started.
}"'-..

&
“-..,______._,_..,-"'f

Oh, Bade, I'm

50 sorryl

They were aware

" enough that we could just %

have an algo ePPect that said
"OK, wou're back to yourselP
how," and let: them Fill in what

VERY MUCH NZOT SERENITY.

Ma'am, I must
cavtion You ... Human
Resources is not happy
about the prior.
INCidents - up ean lick
MYy ass.
What do I have
lawyers Por,
anyway?

S6ill, it would be
better i you abstained
Prom, er ... if you complied
with standards. At least
Por a while. Until they
calm down.

Well, I'll try, but I
don't Peel any
obligation to --

that means Por
themselves.

horrible ... iP they
don't work, they don'
work, is all. But I'm
pretty sure they
will.

Y How long do
Wou think they'll

= need to start

working?

Let's never leave
Ghe holLse again.

... Not @ bad idea.

Come With me.
Got a job Por wou.

Most of
Lhis silliness is
mental, A lot of the time
in Sleep, Wou actvally
are what you think
Wou are.

I alwaus
Pigured I was a little
nutis Por believing that,
but then I started
hanging around Or.
Chapman, and she
Bhinks 5o too.

OK, but: iP they're
not completely back to
their normal selves, we'll
never know ...

We might: not
know that anyway.
Pecple change on their
own all the time.

: It's not a perPect;
¢/ answer ... but it's better than
having them Pighting over stupid |
things, or standing around
. Prozen in the street. 4

We need
another person in
this torment.

o7 Don't worry,
WoL won't have
any lines.

Get out oF here.

- Sigh --
Yes, ma'am.

Honestly, I don't
know how they expect
me to control myself

when they keep sending
me adorable stupid
things like you.

Look at that Pace!

Not @ Ehought in Ehat cute libtle
head. You think you want to climb
the ladder, but you don't have
the slightest idea why.

You think wou'd do
anything Por a position,
don't wou? Well, I have a

position I don't think uau‘d,..)
be willing to take. .

Iy b .

B

going to let that
matter.

-

_-""'H

— L pe i H."'"-.
S / But we're not )




There, that's
nmore like it.

I think this should be
the required attire Por all
new hires, shows their
compliance. Tells the world 1
have your mind locked away
in my oPPice sale.

And you! .
That was a rotten trick.
Tossing me in here to be her
{ Vickim because wou knew
I'd explode ...

I know
You tormentors
get: oPF on Your
horrible shit, but
there's got to be
a Ploor.

I think I'm
going to Pry your
ass too.

She was going to

have to burn anyway!
You were the right__

Prag her to
| the grub pit. She
¢an stay in there Por
a while and reflect
on herself.

! I'll deal wit:
her |ater.

person Por - No. she's
\  correct.

h

Tes, ma'am.

Getb on the
table.

No one
gubside can hear
You under that, but I
¢an. And I want to hear
Wou. I want to hear
Wou squeak like a
little mouse.

That
enough of a
squeak Por you,
bitch?

We have
standards, and wou
crossed a line.,

That: sort of
thing leads people to o
Lhink what: she just said -- ;
that: we're malicious,
sadistic, that we enjoy
what we do.

It obscures our
Morality.
And we are nothing
without: that.

Take that
one back to
holding and give
her a little time
to reset.

o

Inaday <
or two we'll
run it again and
see iP she makes
the same bad
choices as
psual.

Squeak For me!

squeak!!

I don't
want to hear any
Pucking squeaks Prom
wou. I want to hear
Wou scream!

i

You canburn %

until there's
nothing lePt bub

Wour bones!

This hothead's
never going to learn
anything anyway! she's
just going to keep
Plaming out! She might
as well be vseful

5 Isaid ;—f,
ved -~ Em?u are in “’{
=, the wrong! <

- - ‘. o L—"-J--Illr-’__.-'l Jﬁxj.\JE\_:

\Y

| }".
o | i . d___: L
".—;_ p ‘ / | \\1
= il /" And now vou
P ‘.W—.‘ | are going to \
ny . | have to be ,'l'
o . \ retauvght! |
F)

”\.M__ /

Wou're not going
to silence me &

Not unless
You need to be
silenced.



You really are a challenge, You know.
Or maybe you don

b know.

Torments won't
Work on you ... Yoo
won't self-repair ... you
Prustrate my stafP so
MUCh that one of My
best people breaks
discipline ...

I'M going to
have to take your
case on
personally.

You have

Wou don't.

e

1

o

i
% ®

| tremendous power and®
ability and you do your
best to pretend that e

'h'-.. 3 T . '- : T
!/ -
W ';':.'-.-I ?
i \
. i

B

Ty

——

You're scared of being g
any kind of dominant Porce
becavse you believe you'll

inevitably do harm with it, and

You don't trust Your own
restraint or judgment. ,:

- :
e » o

'._' E .\:‘r .-"'-I

But you're alsp scared of 1
going submissive and getbing away
Prom it that way, becavse Wou worry

Wou'll like it too much, and maybe end vp

like your mother -- who Wou don't like
to admit is your mother.

your "repairs.” They
™ don't work because
\ there's nothing to

1 B

You spent years
denying that you were even

You've got a
relationship that could
provide you emotional support,
but you're so scared Wou'll Puck it
vp that you almost Pucked it Lp by
aveidance, and also Wou don't
think Wou're capable of

And vet You insist
there's nothing to Pix.

Even if all that
is true -- and I don't
agree with half of it -- I
didn't 85k you to Pix any
of it. I didn't give wou
permission to mess

Does anything
with who I am.

ou've seen here S0
ar make you think I
need permission?

~ Also, I can't change who
You are. Nobody can. I can
_ try to change the way you

N dpproach Who You are.

> repair. a human being, really ... and yet having one.

Wou rePuse to admit that you
Might have a tiny barrelful of
damage Prom wour

And I'm going
to do it even
| though You won't
childhood. _ | ask Por it.

Mmhm.
I'm aimost sure wou
really believe that.

.1""‘\____.__4/

Bub you'll burn
that woman because |
she was controlling '
people ...

But we'll get there. | |

Eden controls
| people maliciovsly. B
| She makes them do |
things they don't want |
. _ and would not have '
- consented to. ‘

Jou belong to .
Me NowW. 1

’
£
AT

AT
ARy

You've belonged to me
since You got here, but £
now I'm making you 4
Yeah? admit it. ;
S0 even iP I accept you

have no malice -- and I don't, '
. by the way -- you think I want
what you're doing, no matter N

how many times I tellwou I
don'tZ Convenient.

I'M going to
Show MoU Who You
redlly are.

My dear, you are tragically
uvnaware. You want to be handled so |
badiy that even my dumbest tormentor
can see ib. IP you weren't so Pixated on .
whatever it is Wou think it's so important |
. Por you to go do, you'd be licking my
Feet by now.

And wou're going tio keep
belonging to me Por a while.
Until I say so.

Until I think wou're ready.

And you're going tio enjoy
the hell out of ib.

I'll be
goddamned.

rolled over ang
let the Pucking ¢ats
Lake the whaole

What I like _
about you two is T
Wou're ;
predictable.

Anytime you don't
have a gaPP running,
A You're right back here.
Easy to Pind.

| PR dependon S -1 '

P B anybody to Pight .

3 - . Por territory e

3 - anymore ... B

DON'T KNOW WHE THIS IST LUNSURPRISING - \-\ /-) .
HE HASN'T BEEN SEEN SINCE ISSUE #6- - TS e T N S
HIS NAME 15 JOE STEUNK - . - iy .

, =N
Yeah, well, you ﬁf’ ﬁ;}
Might be e

, - (L Out of il
_ surprised. & _sml

COMMiSSion. o :

A lot of weird
shit's happened. We
L only got back to the

- o i | #,I
S0, what# : i
You coming back to " iy

="\, 50Uk not long ago.

'3 ‘-‘_:-",3:"?-"‘.‘1.___

ol

. Make a Presh plaw?
& A piay

-

e -_I’I i

I Gottatel QO " ' AT
{ you, the Souk's YTl | Pl desg
B0\ not like it used /8 y '
s, tobe ...
=83
Bub you missed all £
T that, didn't Wou? You /’
414 - | ( vanished a long time i
i / bePore the weirdness I
pta - : started. 128,

e

noticed.

I don't know.
Mawbe.

Do either of wou

| have any idea where
* - That's not what : ; she's gone? .
ir 8 I'm aPter right now, Y
o8 PR T though. N s
o i i et e
SISHTINGS OF JOoK % Eﬁ B _;:

L B = Ll TR




SEEBENITY-

ONE OF DR. CHAPMAN'S HOLDING ROOMS, CURRENTLY HOLDING JACOB &RIST-

Iam not
interested in

anuthing you have

to say.

IF you had any
justice at all you'd
respect that, that I'm
hot going to lie to You.

7/ You want me to "
be repentant: and all
that, bot there is
nothing to repent. I'm
not wrong, and I'm not
doing anything
wrong.

I'm trying to
help people. I'm
: tring to Porce them to
— a4 Pigure out how Pucking
Meaningless their
lives are.

—

40 they can
be just as

Mmiserable as No, s0 they can
you are? get to the good parts/

S0 Ghey can lose all that
crap and get on with

Gheir lives! I'm not: miserable
and I never have been,
and you've got a lot of

gall assuming I am!

e

-—

= Sigh ==

N

Can't get rid of me
that easily, bitch. I ¢an
recall anytime ...

... What kind of
weird-ass place is
this, anyway?

'dﬁ'dghu'i::

f This i about \
—  Wour Puture.,

Well, wou should be.

~
I'm not wrong and I'm not ™
" going to stop! Sooner or later
wou'll have tio let me outi of here,
and then I'm going to go t*giﬂe
as hard just to make vp Por |
Your bulishit! i oy

|

... Ghere was
always going to have
tio be a First. :

I I s 1:-"" - - :_"l:.":.‘
£

Cohl
A customer!

Have Wou been
badz
Po You need to be
punishedzZ

Your
immediate
Puture.

I don't like being the

f only person Who decides

what happens to You, but
apparentiy I am... and what
You 5ay to me now makes a
lob of diPPerence.

Yeah, I know N
what you want to
hear. I'm not
stupid.

And I'm not
going to say it.

Well, this is your
lucky dau!

Oh, no, wait,
that's not right --

This is my lucky day!
i

My Ristake.




