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How close are they?

GRAYTOWER IS NOT A R ﬁ“_:” j')']l"‘ “- ; LE
WALLED CITY. THOUGH . tﬂ- R I R U3
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IT SITS AT A
CROSSBOADS AND
PEOPLE OFTEN BEFER
TO THE "NORBTH GATE,"
"SOUTH GATE," AND SO SRSl Ny
ON, IT HAS N& OUTER ANl s
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BABSNESS HALLWELL,

I was just about to
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She's not seeing
anyone --

She's not here, is - She's Missing.
she? She's not in the

tower at all.

I bet she
wasn't really
here the last
three bimes I
asked either,

¥

She's been Mi-:‘:sing "’*
Por weeks. I tbhink )

b
kidnapped. /i i‘f f

““«.-
Her daughter went out N
to Pind her and she hasn't
come back either, f_,-f

F \

Look at
Yourselp!
I've never seen your
hairbefore. You aiways
have on makeup. You S
UL wouldn't be down here
VN looking like this iP she

ey -. -.

were around. . T AN
= 2t N
y R 4 e
= I don't have
\'ﬂ_ﬁ ell me the truth, Tam. anything Por you.
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#59 Being an Epic In Six Parts (Dlus an Intermission)

come Pind wou ...

Where are they?
Are they close?

#

E

There are
hrundreds!

e i -

... and are
those cannons?

See Por
wourselpP.

_ Go Pind Frega
=7 and the two of you
aﬂaemhre whatever
, dePense wou can.
"‘x_ FUickly. /
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/~ Ineedtogoget ™
[ other help. I don't ]
~ think we can do this |
\. onourown. /
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Don't give me
that, Tam/

We'll just have to
come Lup with something
ourselves, then.

Tam, if she
Shows up

— ANAEAN

-- and if we
aurvive this --

-- she and [
are going to
, have a talk.

Thig is not
how it was
supposed to
Work.

Story and Images by ’Crilbp



Thew're
o already this
. Parin?

Con't let
Lhem get any
Purther! Drive

Lhem back’

Now, don't be
like that.

We're not: going to be
able to sband vp to them
physically. Do you think
there's anwthing Por our
staves Lo work on?

f OK ... you may be

big, but ... U ...

 Iknow it's
s¢ary, bub don't
worry -- I'll make
wou a troll again

right: away.

Use your staves!
Don't try to Pight
them directiy!

Well, how about that.

THIS |15 BRASA, THE LEADER OF THE
TEOLL ARMY. BUT yoOU KNEW THAT.

YU MAY NOT HAVE KNCWN HEE NAME,
B8UT THEN, NOT MANY D&

Destroy
those stavesy

with them,
but deal with
the staves
Lirst/

LAST ISSUE, THE ESBETS CALLED HER

THE "SRBEEN LADY." THAT WILL SUFFICE

AS WELL. TRUTH IS, BRASA DOESN'T
MUCH CABE WHAT Yol CALL HER.
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MERHHJHJL.E,. IN THE "MOUSEHOLE" ... |

Hura, we can't
go out there! IP the
City Watch can't
handle them, what

We've got to
tru! IP we sit in
here, we're just

> Idon't give a damn how
some humans treat you ... as
Par as I'm concerned Wou're just
as much citizens of Gravtower
as anybody else.

can we do? ; waiting Por them

to take us!
And better than

B some T could mention.,

Lot

We could still
get outk. we can
dodge those trolls

easily. Leave the B . / 4 4 4 .
city ... : ) L ¢

/  This is an all-hands.
/" Everybodywho can dePend
the city needs to, right now.
| \ We're in danger of being
That's wour 1 4 \ overpowered, and we need
idea? Just | R oy ' all the help we can get.
abandon ; L | ' e
everybody? Why not:Z - ™, » = \
: None of them would ' ; ! : AVE .
stand vp Por vs. You i) : &
know how the humans [ N
M treat us ... Puckit, let
: the trolls have the
place!

B The City Watch can't . gy f : }
Fight worth a shit. _ : |

" 4p all oP You come
With me, and grab
J angbadg else You can
¢\ Find on the way.

¢ Fortunately, I
may be able to
\ assist with --

No, no!
Pon't let them
outmaneuver You! -
Who are you,
and do you
\ dress like that
on purpose? 48

You're
three Gimes their
siZe/Pick them vp

and throw them
into a wall!

e @P - I'M

¥ 7 . A :
E?F;UHHE;:Q ’;,?_? -._._ﬁg“" We Peel it would be
corners of this . ! t"E'trtlE'J"‘ﬁﬂ‘ ofPer our ‘
lovely city. 4 : [y 1SS cooperation ... we don't
% | = ¥ | particularly care iPyou'rein I8
% charge, especially under the AR
N circumstances ... &

Ah. You're one of
those,

A Pairly dismal
o corner, let it be said,
It's hard o Is but at least those of vs
Find good help, A in it have the ability to  §
ien't it _ tell which way the 4
wind's blowing.

" Tell me, what are
You the baron of7 Who |
made you a baron? A&
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I now. I'min @ horry. ,.._.,.,....é__ "&?# =
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I don't like people
pretending to be things they
aren't. No matter whether it's people
playing at being monsters withoub
actually wanting to go the

i: --.
distance ... QE,' 3

... or people acting
like they have power and
position they're not  J
entitled to. i

P
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I know how to
solve the Pake
monsters. I just
Mmake them actoal
Monsters,

o

¢,
But I'M not sure *“.
what to do about |
someone like you. |
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( Oh, nowwhat? )
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' Need to start P i N | " Oh, I see.
repopulating the ranks, Past., B It's your oubPit.
Some of those animals can ' N B Clever.
actually Pight. : "

: ' R g gl v Wl 3 1 ) I wonder iP
Don't just b ' LN, s B o . o o that explains

stand there -- ; \ e il PRI, T, ; . _. | v
help them out! d : b Tt R, _ g those horrible

Unlike you
idiots. Why they'd
Mmake you guards and
: hot: tirain Wou
ddequately ...

Well, we'll just
have to take it ofP.
Then we'll --

Sill, I'm sure
you'll do much better
as a troll --

How about itZ Are :
Wou ready to bleed?

@et her
away From me,
stupial

BITCHY

I owe Wou a ot
of grief Por doing
that to me!

Keep
hitting her!
She can't do
anything if you
keep her
oPP-balance!

Yeah? I'll hit:
her until she
Pucking comes

She's
getting
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Al right,, puppy. ,

I know you ¢an't just make thfngs }
happen any time you want ... I'm

sure it bakes a lot of efPort ...

i

... bUE We have a problem.
IP we're not careful, these
stupid people are going to win,
and then everything we've
done will be wasted.
And you might be the
only one who can Pix all
this at once.

Hey there ...
easy ...

I'm not going to
hurt you ...

... You just need
to hold still Por @
second, OK?

Have you got
it, puppy? I think
Wou have.

I can't tell how
Much you
understand, bub I
think it's more than
you let on.

Now, I need you do
be a good girl For me
and do this.

It's important.

e e o o _"“.-I

Good,
soMebody Who's

doing exactiy what

he's supposed to
be doing.

I don't believe this.

2o I'm going to need Wou
Lo bry really hard, OKLT

I know Wou can do it. /.

gtop where You are!

You've got it
coming!

We're about to have

company. keep them

busy while I get her
away Prom here.

Damn,
bigger than
the trolls?

... This 5
gonna be
roogh. Don't!
Go aPter them. See
them going vp those
stairs? You've got to
catch them and stop
whatever they're
going to do.

I'll take care
of this one.

... good puppy. )

&

=,
",
.

L




EONNA
MBEKE HER
TROLLYT

You did sucha
good job! I'm s0
proud of you! |

everybody’s a
troll!

.. including the &
ones Who were wearing
bhat special armor.
I"I.'l‘ i

have to look

into that later,

once we --

I don't think so. Not
right: away, at least.

somebhing
bettier in mind.

V2N
elad) "ix A
: gL
@araytower belongs to me @
how, and nobody is going to
get in the way of that. 4

" Especially not some Pake

hoble in sillk pants who can't

Fight to save her life.

rou horrible,

orrible creature!
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/' I'm not going bo let

L You do this to My -- SR
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A FEW HoUes LATEE-

... it's not
even a very nice

: DePinitely going
to have bo
redecorate ...

Eventually everyone can
go live in their caves or Parm
dirt or whatever you want, and
bhis city will be a ghost town ...
but not yet.

We need a

buPPer to the south.

We need to claim that

space, across the hill

country, mavbe all the way
to the desert. Empty it.
Otherwise some of the
hill Polk will get
ideas,
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Now, see, that's
wWhy You're my
lieutenant, because
Wou're 50 smart.

No, Ghe city won't hold
without me, not Wet ... and 1
can't spare you to lead a
Porce either.

S WNE e N e,

.\I

Why, Chully!
I didn't realize you were
impatient to go back to
Wour piddly little cave. I
thought you liked being
MY lievtenant.
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SURE ...

BUT CITY NO
GOOP. TOO MUCH
STONE. TOO MUCH
WALL. NOT GO0V J

FOR TROLL.

.l" ﬂl.;' ,_'l
AR

ik
g r
A

es, ] redlize.
That's why I had you
set everybody up in

campsites outside
bhe city.

Actoally, I was
thinking about not '\
sending a Porce at all. A
different approach

Mmight work better.

¥ It'll take a libble
time to set vp, bt I I
bhink it'll be worth it. 4

- -

& AndI think she'll be the
Pight person Por it ... with
some alberations.



PART TWO AN UNEXPECTED FOWEIZ

T TR L

-E} FEW DAFS LATEE 'h' -y
O Tt e A T
e NOT FAR SOUTH OF GRAYTOWER, THE HILL COUNTRY BEGINS. .
At 2 THE LAND IS DIFFICULT HEEBE, BLOCKY AND MOSTL. Y TREEL.ESS. THE HILL ﬁ""‘“
. | COUNTRY ISN'T ANY LESS POPLLATED THAN THE REST OF THE YARDS, BUT = &

" THE BESIDENTS ARE SCATTERED WIDELY. THERE ARE VERY FEW TOWNS. A © e

-~ WILLAGE" MAY JUST BE TWO OR THREE HOUSES. PEOPLE HAVE TO FEND
FORE THEMSELVES HEEE.-

~ FOETUNATELY, THEEE AEE VEEY FEW EOADS, ESFECIALLY NOETH-SOUTH =+ -
BOADS, BECALUSE THOSE WoULD ONLY DEAD END AT THE DESERT ANYWAY. &%
S& THEEE:' AEE FEEF FEW TEE?UELEH"H.EEES MANDEEW& THE ELADS. -

-

Uh ...
Well met, S e A= o
e i i i - ¥ HH HﬂME i's' T
hhhhh ...

... MY Name
has been taken
Prom me.

Wour companions

(’ Forgive me, bt
\areabit .. ah .

" May I know your
hame angd wour
buﬁme-::é here?

Burt?
What is all this npise?

o .F

et
HARBAY

that waan'b
verg hice.

well, gé on, g-}au‘ :
two, catich him!

was that
supposed to ...

... Should i6
Peel like that?

More ...
need more ...




OOOUUHHI ““‘;

—

Pias ofg,
Hou lumps!

-

&ive
itop! 'L
You're slow <
as dirt/ oy

~CPPPS:

=i -
{ more..a L
v, libtle more ... 7
3.

A FEW MOEBE DAYS LATER

. WEA. T - STk

| THE HILL WITCHES ARE
 CONSIDERED A PERIL P
BY MANY TRAVELLERS. * SR e *ﬁ;—; :
Pl THEY TEND T2 LIVE E Mige : e L O St ‘f‘.gﬁ_..__ o g
0 ALONE, AND THEY A 2 - ﬁr - B ASER s
TEND TO BE HIGHLY L O e
ANTISLOCIAL - i L Tl (il
N SOMEONE WHE ' . 4
8 DISTURBS A HiLL
WITCH, EVEN BY
® ACCIDENT, MIGHT
" WELL END UP
TRANSFORMED INTO
SOMETHING
UNPLEASANT.-

DAMSON AND

GREEENGAGE AREN'T

TYPICAL HILL

WITEHES, THEUGH.-
~ FIRST, THEY ENJOY 5 o
Py EACH OTHER'S SN TR LY A g P, . " Nob sure about g
| COMPANY —— 80 MUcH I Ll AR AN , e e A el PP rr d TR T e that. I hear
s 852 THAT THEY Now R -8 I 5 26 Ly W B LRl [T R Y, s AP Tl somebhing Moving
. LIVE TOSETHEE- ¥ 5 OSNE L 4 AL ¥ N R e P =S8, down there.

| SECOND, MOST HILL

L WITCHES COULDN'T

" CARE LESS WHAT :

" HAPPENS TO THE .

% OTHER RESIDENTS OF "Bte

“ THE HILLS, BUT THESE =
| TwWo occasionatty L e R
i GET CONCERNED. | i re 3

EEEEEE!
{; et awa %] Iﬁ"'ﬁﬂﬂ“ M E-"Ir'll

What do vou think
Wou're doing*

' sending
them oPP. to be
monsters,

everyone
will be
monsters. she
5ays s0.

You're going to undo
that, right now.

Iwasn't
AN, N oPfering you a
= v Z no, I' not. A AN . choice.
=

i
L1d"'|._,—~.u.a\_.ﬂ..r-,_5-.___

I'Mmnoo
leaving wou
behind. . I
worre

= p

i -
: ekt ] catlis
.""‘:-




AND A FEW DAYS LATEE STILL
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& _.\_._r-ll|'__..‘I ] a Lt

e 'E“:frh. i

VR 3
i A ﬁ;?ff':*iﬁ

-
[ Sy

this big'Far'.'.i i}

.. whole place would
WHAT 15 3 have burned ;

FIREY ] -

¢an't see past
it ... maube
hobody here --

well, that -
won't keep
them Prom ...

I don't
khow. never
seen it
before.

What are
Wou here Por?
There are new

rules now, Wou .
LROW. Look how peaceful it @

is here! Look how happy g
everybody is! :

You're not
trying to spoil the B
un, are you? '-

I bet Wou
are. You look
like you're
abspivtely no
Pun.

that's not
what we're
here Por!

Maube we
¢an work on
that together,
though --

i5 it becavse i didn't
get her? it only Peels
good if I don't miss?

That's a cute
gun. Did whoever
made it Por You warn
Hou that you're the
battery?

she didn't
really leave ... she's :
sgill Mahmg the smoke ... . Mauvbe Hou should do
I've got bo take care of her : aomething less
Stupid trolls out or e | ; \ Pun. L!HE-QWIHQ up.
something -- y

- I Ghink ya% Might
' have a Pew -
f..'l:; “ Hea problems, hun.
monster ... she
sapsI'ma
monster ...
] 'y
5

e

it's all going to be
monsters ...
Monsters everywhere
...can't sbop it ...

Pon't know who
‘she’is, bk iP I
were Wou, I wouldn't
believe everuthing
she tells Wou.
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Have you had a
diFficulbn?

S e W g F

3 . ¥ E - i3 v !
T = = o o T e T SR T SR I T L —"
ﬂ-‘!ﬁ_—_—“_-’-—-?hmm A

... I'm not sure.

But I thought
you had betiter

koW, S

Ijust
encountered
SOMEcre, She's
got a large
arcane weapon
attached to her,
and she's not
aPPected by
the Pog.

I'm not sure
/ What she and her
/' party were doing, but
she said "everybody
was going to become a
monster." She sounded
like she was under
soMeone else's
control.

I've been in
two villages this
week Where everyone
who should have been
there was missing
Were her
party trolls?

Uh ... yes.
s that
important?

THE &AJA LANDS.

T3

-

. Iman
| Issomething )

B/ wrong? __A )

i ‘_a-‘- -‘-.."'1. ;
somebody’s in
troocouble ... J

I've had reports of 8
“green lady" who's been
expanding southward Prom
the cold swamp. With an
army of trolls.

I hadn't said
anything to you about ik
becavse I'd assumed You
wouldn't encounter her or
her people -- that she'd
never get that Par, or
wouldn't try to.

THE SEERS' BOOM OF COUNSEL HAS LOST MOST OF ITS
SOLEMNITY SINCE CHELLE AREIVED.

THERBE ABE THZOSE WHE WoULD SAY THAT'S NOT A BAD THING.-

. All time in mood. QY
- CJome on!

I'M going to have
to reconfigure wou a bit,
Nori.

As you
desire, imah ...
but why?

Bot: iP she's
operating soLth of
@Grautower, that
Means she's passed
@ravtower -- and,
likely, baken it.

Ledst make
one lick us --

I'm not in the
mood right now. i

‘1—
o
==
e
.3

Lie! b

Make one lick.
Make bigbig
tongue --

-

" Can'b you g
just enjoy
wabtching Por @ /™ gir

7 change?
I don't Peel right.
I keep Peeling like
something is about bo -- 4

You're not
very good with
portals, so I'll

take wou around
and we ¢an gather
them. I'll show
Yoo what to

3 We
e\ Mows ) haveno
N . : choice. Events
| i are Porced
Lpon us.

arouse
Ehem.

good way, a -
pedcePul way, the way
that they're svited to ...
but itwas never going to be
the way Porever. We knew
that one dav they would
have to serve another

Way past that. )

el S
That's not what
she means.

We are no longer
planting. We most now
harvest, whether we

care to or not.

APter I adjust
wou, I'll give wou
instructions.

carry those out as

quickly as you can,
while I go to assemble
our southern cohort.




THE CAPTURE FORCE HAS

REACHED THE LAST OF

THE HILL SETTLEMENTS - W5, (BRSO S
““BEFORE THE DESERT.

THE SANDS LOOM JUST BN =% - 30 — .
OVER THE HORIZON- oy PN CIE T e L |
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: L % ; ! stay out of the
I nobiced. - - amoke while I have 8
mostly gone, _ . look. just in case.

though. old.

don't see X
any people ... ' but be ready.
soMething seems Wrong.

BY THIS TIME THEY HAVE ENCOUNTERED SEVERAL SETTLEMENTS WITH THE STRANGE BLUE FO&-

LA

Pon't let
her hit you with

= bigger Polk, keep
those trolls Prom
getting in the

The rest of
Wou, take her
down/

that miss ...
A reallyPelbit...I
-4 can't miss boo many
o Mmore times, or ...

... heed a clear
target I can hit ...
charge back vp ...

let's boom her!

she'snot -
even looking ... % e
easy shot --

=




Boom Por
everybody!

Put in box ...
make head bad ...
put in somebody else
head ...
s6ill got out!

.ﬂthﬁE,‘l'E : P i
doing things to S AR e :
Dezil! Want to make s e e - i‘;ﬁ?ﬂg{
Dezil ﬁg% ilﬂblme! e N : a3 Nobody make Dezil sad
, again every/

.. blew up My gun ...
horts ...

- war’" MP FF

now ... While
they're all aPter
that creature ...

She's boo Past!

..--"'_'_-_'_"‘--..

weapons,
\_ damnit!

“You've gob H) b i . and 5#195

"|
Plymg away. i
et S
""h. i
~5;
4 i"" I guess she knew w;\\
/|, \Wereabottogether. ) g S

oy
-

N _ ¥ | SRR s | A LWEF& you t.haugh? [
Use your 3 b G i , | FHH
beams! Shoot w S Sk _

her down!
I hink she "\
E‘l-. Ii ‘ if ( just lost

interest. Wisps j
\_are like that

.-I LN
m

.y 1-|r-' ';;-lh':l' I‘hmﬁ'
Well, now she's
e : .. and the
It's oo close! - gone ... andthe .. u2n with the qun
We'll hit each other! . . trols are taken ("2 000 when she

thought I wasn't , :
Figure it ovt! looking. Yes. : { We win by default, I guess.

—
r

The green lady
will have no idea
what's coming.

S0MEONe Manages
to warn her. I wonder
how Past that boar
c¢an run.

Ch well. Ab
{ least we've had
no losses wet.

I've gathered our
remaining Porces. I'll
take wou to rendezvous
witih them.

We'll equip,
and then we will
take this battle to
Gravtower, We'll

-
r
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PART THREE: UNDERGROUND CURRENT

EDEN FLED GRAYTOWER
TWELVE DAYS A&L ON FOOT.

WHEN SHE'S ON THE JOB, SHE
HAS FASTER METHODS OF
SFETTING BACK HERE, BUT SHE
| WAS SUFPLSED T BE TAKING
: SOME TIME OFF.
SHE'S NEVER BOTHERED T2 -
L GET A MANIFEST FOR A MOLUNT. iR

']

| ek | Get away
80 You're Who 3 ' - Prom me!
pub me here. ' ' e L

I don't know
: ’ why You think
A that'd make any

diPPerence.

"
o

7 1told you: I don't
( want to everhave T
| anybhing to do with 8 Who gives a Shit
\ Wou, ever again/ A What you want#
.= A You're here Por me.

You don't get to say
when we stop.
I say when we stop.

You're going
to learn who
counts --

Why do you do
this to yourselP?

It won't work! It's
never going to work!

And I'm going bo beat you
until you Pigure Ehat ovt! As

many bimes as I have to!

-

Well, don't knock
_ Yourself out over it..




He kept _
resisting until he = - IT e ;
collapsed under the VA T You shouldn't Peel bad
weight of his own ; B Sy I¥ES S about ib. Not with him. He's
violence. N . 1B 2 A h probably hopeless,

M. You knew that
23Me 35 was going Ibﬂ'
vsval, / happen? Whi'd You
send me in, then?
You've got people
who've --

-~ done this a
lot more than you
have. Yes. Bub I hoped
Maybe you'd succeed.
xperience isn't
everything.

Sociopaths --
actual seciopaths, the
ones who don't think
anyone else but themselves
matter -- are almost
impossible bo Fix.
I throw everything I
¢an think of to try at L '
them, but I know that most I didn't tell , i
of them will never leave ou because I 4 ¢/ BubiPyoudo ...
once they're here. didn't want you to . ( would sex make you
get discouraged ; b | \  Peel better?
by the odds. | TRt

I probably
shovldn's ...

Even aPter all this, Wou

absolutely still have boo much of a

should. tendency to try to bury
what you really want.

A WHILE LATER.-

e SR i - e -

Eden has

. She's not
B returned.

MY green
witich.

. 'c— -

... Prina, if vou'd come in

here before wWe Finished, I
Might have had to kill you.

g i, | :
supposed to be T Well ... that's ,
| back wet. Is By D . disturbing news ... but

something SRR S N it's not our problem.
| | wrong? O T N

i B SN Yes, but
‘ . N .,--'y'(_\nat. with her.
I e i Lo B

e\

3

. 1’*

=

e

LY Naomi's green
Y witch and her troll
ol army have made it to
Graytower and, judging
From condibions when
Eden Pled, have
taken over.

Sl b
¢ Wi o/ Edensays

IF Wou hadn't been - o L [ probably evervone

Pinished, I wouldn't gy in the city is eibher
have come in. g atrollor a
. captive now.

Merys, I know Wou like o We can't Pix eve rything,\~
stay out of surface business ... but And most of them wouldn't
it seems to me like iP she's taking over want s to iP we could. A |
the place and turning everybody into : L B Answer honestly.
trolls, that's a problem Por : Would you want to go up and
everybody in the Yards ... b ¢ 4 get caught in that mess, iP;aur'
. o mobher wasn't involved?

Not to mention
these things have a
habit: of escaping
their Zones.

IPno one who X,
was betiter qualiPied ‘g
. was willing to do ib, | e
j ' . 3 Which is what it's e N
E ~ . . sounding like. LSS :
It doesn't : :
aPPect the way we do
things a bit. IF we Find
ink nee > :
Soriment, we con’ cane . | | /7 Not; that it matters,
whether thewrea 5~ We Might have to : / since You won't let me oPf ﬁ
human or @ troll or an 4 change the way we j ' [ f2or seamh k0 00 By = ioch
anthro -- {8\  hont a litle, but ' . here Por months while Wou're |

that'sall. / = \. happy to just let the world

e
e
B

: b : " That's aﬁ““j . Ctomeapart ...

hell oF an
outlook. /

i



I know KoL are verl Qaarees ) N - i o S Do you get mamy <} |
Par Prom stupid, which is ot a ' ' Victims Who Say that being \.
why it Prustrates me So much IR SRt ST I, X trapped iMprovestheir
when You rePuse ko Pind T oy AR it £ -

things on your own.

IF you were one of
My ackual "vickims,"
' . b £8 Nl & P - & Wou wouldn't have an
ori - ' & " F opportunity to
;;g,ﬂg";i‘, ' o ' discuss it.

please.

_ You've seen
o y thﬁm, Compare 4
, ey voorself, why don't Wou?z
};c;r\; hfhﬁg lf'ab'??an I;EEr;e x__H / . . , : | Do you Peel like you're in
(experienced diPPerently her’e.} e Y .4 & i e "x..fhe 51’:‘3;?;};? e
\ It's been bwenty-Pive days : | S S - 8 S :
\_since you Pell through the / il e I

earth. : 4 You're enjoying

- R & all of this. You like what
(\:___ . | @ I've been teaching wou. You like ™
= . ' learning to do torments. You like
~ T'ye e I T—— . MY company. You like the sex. You
/ {,‘,:u E:E’E,,”f;; iffdd ' ' are the Pucking princess of the ||
control, and even that : reaim and royal consort and  /
ended aPter your Pirst ¥ L d star pupil and you love -
5 Pew 'ﬂﬂ’_-‘f'ﬂ here. _ f_,..--""' - ~ [ every minvte of ib. -~
= The control was just to get You ™~ '
to stop thrashing and listen. T was | |
Co , hoping that if you thought: You covldn't . - And wou're perPectiv
Be where I ¢an Pind you. leave, Wou might actually hold still long . ; e, capable gf? kHoWing When ‘ngrpe
I may need you to help me o encugh to absorb something. But when ' : 1\ actually being compelled, but you're in
assemble everyone later. ’ Wou say things like that, I'm not 4 b _ denial becavse Wou don't want to
' ' convinced it did any good at all. _~ i damit HEU love it.

__-l"-

",

."\.

e,

S All right. : T
You know, it'd be a lot Back-to-Pront: s - _ E You are a devil. You have always

easier iP I could believe £ been a devil. IT'M | '
: € - , 1. . I'm just bryjing to get you
anything you Say e N\ 4 A RN ‘% to realize and accept that.

- - T bet
R e -
) # TR
LORR Y ] L

Bubt, Ok. Suppose h _ A i SR L T You haven't made a sound
Wou're right. Did it ever , ' e o SR 5 g about your mother in weeks, not
pccur to You bhat you can ¥y ¢ 1 ; 3 T until just now when Yoo were
enjoy something and resent . ¥ e T = T ,@ reminded of it,, so don't try Lo tell
the hell out of it at the N . : T i T BT B Me that's been on your mind.
same time? o - g

My entiire point has been
that wou seem to let yourselP
be ruled by this strange idea of
what you shovld be, what Wou should
be doing, and you never let WourselP
be or do what you want to be. I'm
hot: sure, even now, that you
know what that is.

You've messed with my head!
You've changed my body!
I didn't: ask Por this boduy!!

You're trying as
hard as you can to make
me into something, and it
doesn't matter whether [ enjoy
it, that's not what I want to

be! It's not what I should ; . | You've been hiding
be doing! ; Prom yourself so long that

when I do show Wou yourselp,
You don't know how to
acecept it.
I should be in Century |
putting my life back together! I
should be Up on the surPace trying to
rescue my Mobher!I should not be
down here plaving some kind of
devil-in-training!

... and I changed your
dppearance becavse you're
beautiPul and interesting, and I
couldn't stand to see Wou trying to
¢onceal it in @ cloud of boring
any longer.

I don't like your When I look at you I
Methods. ) ﬂ see a vast, terrible,
: - irresistible power.

I see someone Who |
Might: be able to do what I do,
but even better than I doit. I
see soMeone Who might be able to
send people down the right: road
- with Par less ePPort than it
4 takes me. s

Nobody does. " 1see abrilliant
They're cruel. /" monster, an angel of v
( darkness who might be able to
shock people into doing the right

. thing Por themselves by her
presence alone. H
~ And I know You want T,

to be that, and do bhab. ™\
: Every choice you've ever made in ‘-x
I gave vp on the : Wour liPe bells me that's what you
50Pt ways a long time : want -- when Wou've actually
ago. You ¢an only Pix gentle et ‘ _ chosen what you want, instead /
problems with gentle ' o oF what Wou think other £
Mmethods. Al _ e people want of you. -8

e "-v,.._

N

-~
#
i’

. RN o /" The only thing
Hﬂﬁhpfgg;;erﬁbnﬁtf' B %y - e ‘ ~ Kkeepfng WoU Prom bhat

Puture is you.

e
S

e,

But you can't - . B
vse Porce to push s 3 | Look, %mu agree that most of the
somebody into being : | people I torment deserve what they
something just T N RN '- get, right:7 They have actually done harm
becauvse you think / e to others, they need to be tavght to not
it's betber! / L P e il do that. Clear-cut. Yes?

It's a N e g T ) - | § ... 1es, but -- -- bUE we're talking
violation, don't X5 D EREAES : v L .~ about You. Right. You're the
Wou Understand A 5. SR ot 3 . | e ~ exception. You're the only
that? Ik's an W ' . ¥ i o 1 exception.

assavlt! i o g |

... well, Por a long time. There
was another once.

Bob I'm not trying to make
. g | Wou into what I want you to be.
What iP you " - | P SR That's the thing. I'm trying to make
decided Wou wanted " - - SHL  Vou into what you want to be. I'm not
to "improve" who I was h, . AR, reforming you. I'm showing you Which ia all T ever 2aid I was
drf:g;gﬂhe dpt'f"' ' ﬂfﬁfow - a®s S Your own head. going to do, Prom the beginning.

You get My point. IP you're | R = I told wou no lies. I vsed the absolute MiniMUM ‘J 3

o
o,
L
ey

just messing with people to : : amount of dirty tricks I could get by with. And in
have the world you want, - the places where I didn't give you the whole
You're @s bad as some of _ " truth, it was becauvse I knew it wouldn't worfy_
the people youre ¢ j _ Lnless You Pound Your way there <=
tormenting! : \ : wourselP. P .

oy ] - pk
= o, > ‘s T L .'_._' ]

.. But that's » " -~ Just as it's probably
hot: what: I do. 4 : ' . f/ hot going to work now )
That's never been ' . = = |\ because Hou've Porced me to
what I do. | - ’ : . . explain instead. -

o




Yeah, well, I might

surprise you.

___k-. ,
But Wov also N\l
have to Res.
understand that
some of those |
"things I should do,"
I have to do,
whether I want
to do bhem or

not. \L ” b

P Ido
* understand. I °
like that Wou Peel
Wou have an
obligation to Pix /
~,  bhings.

Bot you don't b
Peel the same ]
obligation. / ;

o

¥

il
’ b

~ / Istildons
- | Ghink Ghis is my
3 Pight to Pight.

‘ .
_ r, Bot I'll help wou ...

iF you allow me to
impose a bemporary
condibion. On Wou.

¥

E

I have no idea what this

will invelve. We could be up

there Por hours; we covld be
up there For dauws.

e S
7 Al of our guests have

J been put on hold. A Pew of Wou

F"':-. ‘:I P ; I .

We should also
& see about some
armor ...

EnPorcers, you're also pga:rirlg

to want to use your big Porms,

but don't change to them just
vet. I'll tell You when.,

Another lesson Wou
think I need to learn?

I'm getiting pretty
sick of those.

This one Will
be the last. I
promise.

-

" APter this, I have
( nothing lePt to try to
teach Wou.

¥ 1 don't know what to tell

Wou tio expect, but I do know

A We'll be up against trolls ..

" There. That should

help a Pair bit.

... 1 Ghink it would be
better Por you
tormentors to all be in
Your bigger Porms.

The enforcers can't Ply, the W
tormentors can't really do more than
hover Por a Pew seconds when they're B

in bheir big Porms, and I'm not the =+
s World's best Plyer myself. 'Fr e

e T,

/ Besides, iPwe gooub that ™
" way, it's a long trip overland bo
araybower. Like I told wou when you
Pirst arrived: bhat hole's mostly /
Por people coming in. &

—
‘-'l- o

o

s

ke

I haur;e a b:ttir- waﬁ""‘} ‘
ogetovk. A r

-
-*-
-~
-
e,

_—




That's why I didn’t want s
bhe enforcers to change yet ... as o o I suppose it's
it is, they have to hunch to get Thew're not really v - worthwhile enough.
down this Gunnel ... | svited For the surface, but Y - That's not really the
we'll need their muscle. - g S problem. The way we
' - - operate depends a
great deal on people
not knowing we

exist.

r Wel.:re clan dﬁr stine. A
: o muth. A romor. We need that
e & A} TARY secrecy. This is a MUCh more
assemble evervone. ' . : visible, more public action than we =
' g * . should take, and we may {0
s0PPer Prom it.

You knew this
Was how it was
going to go.
... Then why are
Wou doing it?
It seemed likely,
Wes. I'm still not
thrilled about it

Because wou don't
bhink this is 3 worthwhile
intervention?

That is a long
staircase.

Yes, but it will take us
hearly anywhere in the
Yards we need it to go.

I've set it to open just
outside Gravtower.

But Pirst we need
to tend to some
preliminaries.

It's always a litble §
... uhnerving, how they E
do that ... ’
HMM.
¥ I hope that
§ doesn’'t mean You
want to back out,

This is your
Pight. We're here to §
back you up, but I insist N
that Wou lead the battle. SR

That's Pair, don't you : " A
thlfnh? : _ . ol trust me on that.

o

You'll have to

This will make you
Mmonstrous., ”UEE_
strong. Powerful.
Nearly unstoppable.

What's the
downside?

Rage.

It's Pueled by rage.
Rage will make you
powerful ... but also
incoherent, inarticulate,
reckless ... and
dangerous.

/... 1do trust you ...
though I'm not reAly

sure why ... I /

You will be able to
take it oFF Me When
we're done, right.?




IN THE STONY BOWELS OF GRAYTOWEER-

PART FOUR: APPROACH FROM BEHIND

‘.-'-.-i!iil-ii-r-.---

OK, now ...
how Lo approach
this ...

... Jusb saying hibo 8
bhe taurgs ... nothing *§

strange here ... no
need to Follow me ...

... bUG She might
Hotibe in here? 1 mean,
Wou're not sure?

But all the trolls who
aren't camped outside the
gates come in and out of here.
Thew're clearly living in here. So
maybe she is tioo.

This is the City Watch
headquarters. It's got barracks
and an armory and stables ... and
when Mishrah was running it and they

I can't see
if she's back
there ...

were horrible, she lived in some

I Mean, as a base oP
CH0M5 0 0 e op . operations, it's a pretty good --

1 was really hoping
not to have to Pight any
trolls this S00N.

: 68 We
1 don't 5Uppose We
could come bo 5-:|Me*1-ﬂmd of
3 arrangenme ntz

... probably not.

yaaaan!

S0 THIS
WHAT FLAY
MAKE FLSS

ABOLIT.




. -- Sigh --

| W Now we have to Figure out

' s what: bo do with them to keep
- them Prom sounding the alarm

| - when they come tio.

" And they're
going to be hard to
drag anywhere,

-

The other one ran, I
guess ... she's probably
going off to tell her boss

about LS Pight Now ... 4 This is already not going

aaaaaaii’

-

=" Who told you to
{ get mobivated?
Back ofp!

il

Sorry. " ] 5
We're not quite ready : N
to do that yet. | -

WASN'T
SURE WHO
YOU WERE WITH
FOR A SECONP
THERE. YOU
SEEM OK
THOUGH.

HANG ON,
| LET ME
I'm CHANGE.
serious ... it
looks like Wou've
dlready suPPered
enough ... I don't
bhink you want me
to knock Wou
into a ...

... davhhhh ... §

Oh! Were you
disguised, or did You manage
to break out? I haven't seen
anybody break out of it by
themselves before ... The trolls are

| | gonna be hard to
| erack. I was thinking 6o
Teah, well, you - try Por the tauvrgs. She

. mess with somebody doesn't give them as
| too much, look what much attention.

| happens.

Then I guess
we're Friends.

You're one of the
people we're
supposed to Find!

Well, you Pound me.
Who told you that?
I'd have
started bePore

First I was a how, but this Flay

| goddamned grimlin and
I covldn't break that ...

bit.ch is everywhere
and she's hard to

then I was some kind of
bug thing and I might have
gotten out, iP I'd had a
chance ... then I was a
troll ... sloppier job
every time ...

l I broke it the
day we got tio
@raytower, but it
seemed like a good idea
to stay a tiroll Por @ while.
Made it easier to look
Por ways tio Puck
their shit vp.

Are you here to
Puck their shit up?

DePinitely.

You're the Pirst
we've Pound ... I've
been hoping they're all
tangled vp with the
green lady ...

You, Rani,
Peri, and the
“russet lady." Do
Yol know any of
those three?

Nothing on
two of bhem ...
but I know who

Rani is.

Or at least I
know there's a Rani
here. She's a taurgharn.
One of the only twe
Pemales, I hear.

Let's go. Even if it turns

out your seer's Pull of shit,

we still want to pry some
tavrgs loose anyhow.

BAZ HAS ACTUALLY BEEN ARDUND FOE A LONSG
TIME, BUT WE HAVEN'T SEEN HER SINCE THE
SPRUE. SHE APPEARS IN #23, #25, R27 AND RZE.

Po you want to
stiop and put

Been walking
something on?

around tits-out
Por weeks.

* You said you
were a grimlin ...
50 I guess that
Medns Wou crossed
paths with the

violet lady. F s s

violet lady.

And I never had a
single Pucking problem
until my Pucking apprentice
decided she wanted to
steal My liPe.

... But that's a
long story.

Yeah, we know

about some of ib.

lose.

Hey, you got a

namez

I'm Raz.

Taurgs
won't care
eitiher.

Oh?

How'd wou get in |

on that?

_..___-____ ..
_r|.‘:‘- - —

o
.

- 5 Wi
- L PN e

The egrets ...
they're seers, in the
SWAMP ...
we'd need to approach
L From benind, but Pirst
we'd need to "repair" £
Pour people. i

Who else wou got?

Egr'etﬁ?
I didn't
were real. Hoh.

they bold vs

thinks they

Hold oni!

IP you're

the realviolet

lady, then how

come Wou don'ts

Not hard
to remember.
You're the only bat
who was a bat
before I made her
a bat.

I was waiting to see
how Wou wanted to play
ib. I didn’'t know what

wou'd told the elp.

"The elf's" name is
Cres, by the way.

khow --

ik
apologize.




&0 they're allowed to
just wander around?

The stables,

Weadh. They're pretiy
harmless unless You piss
one off. They don't Fight

except When she
orders them to.

-
S

The word is
she only makes el
baurgs to punish .
bhem. Like, iP bhey

refuse to become A ' ‘- :

Erolls,

i ALt B Bl Well, I'm not )
Though I've alse NI - : . going to interrupt

heard she madea b G " S ! e y Ehat.
covple of them becavse F T «-\‘- - % =
she was worried those [ 3
people would break out or [
make trovble it they
were trolls. Taurgs 4
are @ lot dumber.

No. You'd
lose a limb.

Anyway, there's ... Let's wait over
hot many of them, so here Por a bit.
it shouldn't be too
hard to Pind --

TRE " 1
'
") . i
3 - L 1
""‘-,‘,l i i L 1% L
Y|

e - “ !
E,. i "‘:j .:‘ I..'J l',""‘

Amazed she can
walk, after that ...

P 4 % | 4 WHOOORH!

Besides, she's j
built Por ib.

Haven't had a clear
head in I don't know how

I thought there might
be a problem.

The green lady's
transformations are really
hard to shake. I noticed
nobody seemed to be getting
out of them on their own. I
bhink You got lucky.

I ¢an't change her back ...
but I can help her out ...
Not sure yet.

- & ) =y e e .
Give me & Mamem; y. > ' S Did you do that?
o — W e I owe You.

Yy

EXFLANATIONS ABE HAD.-

It was _ Ch, sure.
originally just, like, They wanted to ¢
Pour trolls. be a tribe. We were {
having Pun. Then she L.} .
¢ame dlong and made S . a ... except Por her.
it all horrible. e Nade e ) ;

!

¥y atavrgewetbo
] punish me. She |
Figured I'd spend the
Sounds rest of my liPe being |
Familiar. S8 rammed by the /
I Pams., A

But the
others all
shovld -~

whoa!!

o

¢

That's Geeta.
She's pretty new. By
(e i Mg - Pon't go in bhere! When SRR
L . the rams try, she
Y f"‘ : attacks them.
7 Don't be. It turns out
o that iP you let them Puck _ :
L You, You can get bhem to : ' She doesn't want to
S, do anybhing You want. i ' cooperate with anything or
" et TTUR - i anybody. she's lucky she hasn't
5] S been asked to do any work wet, or
L BN I'M kind of like ' something nasty probably would
'..I»*"‘ gl the leader now. 4 - diready have happened to her.
A P -
| Tkt 40 Wou bhink N
WEYE . ' L You can get them
Lad gofy all to help uet—-*’/.;

R

v i
.Y '

I don't think
she'll play, even to ? ! el gTELM?E
get in the green i - i 55 e
lady's Pace. | 7 i rodaches.

2 iy OK, we can't be
ol dealing with her every
b Five minutes.

o [ can run an
" ePPect that shovid keep
her out cold until I take it ofP
... but once we do that, we
need a place to put her
out oF sight ...

R P —_
'% - Jusk put her in one of th
. st.alls and close the the door.
The trolls don't come into the
st.ables. she'sthe only one who'd
hotice she's missing. I don't
. Ghink any of them like her.

- =
" - -

,#."—. -

i b i r
e i

= - 'llr
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MANAGES TS &IVE THE TAURSHAENS THEIE BEAINS BACK. l '

but she's

apparently a lot
¥ better at the physical
[ efPects than the mental
ones, Or does a more
thorough job with them, I
don't know. Point is, I
s, can't change you

ok,
Do we Pix her tooZ

I Peel like we
shovld ... I hate
leaving anybody with
Lheir mind in that
condition ...

Not sure I
agree.

I think the only O
way we're going to '\
revert everybody is to Py But it's your deal.
take her out ... 50 I'm NSNS Give it @ try iF you want.
hoping wou'll all kelp 4 :
N s withthat. A

Called it/

It's all
right ... I'm not
going to hurt
Wou ...

... bhere!
How's that?
Better?

NoZ

,r i A | 3 :
It }uigéatﬁ:? f;‘ffﬁ be goasalhave o | You were @ waste of space!

" - Using the things gri:u couvld do Por

” | s o stupid sex games! I had something
:rwnhgt?ﬂg h#gﬁﬁuf Eﬁ'; 2 o\ This i5 MY redl to use it Por! But you wouldn't
- G, hun, DiGen+ | apprentice, Cres. A have let me!
wonder you've been sulking goblin named Geeta I ,

since then. took in because she
seemed like she was For
real. Somebody I liked

Uh-uh. and trusted. You deserved
No Pucking way. What you got!
I'm just taking a second .
to decide where to kick
Wou next.

They ail did!
Everyboady I pulled in!
They all deserved it!

Who then
turned me into a
grimlin to get me ot of
the way, stole my identity,
and -- Prom what I hear --
completely trashed my
reputation with the
rotten shit she did in
MY hame.

Raz, what --7

¥ Why don't wou tell

MY Priend here who

Wou redlly are and
what you did? This is the bitch who ruined me. And

she's going to Pucking bleedFPor it. And I'd do it again,

50 Puck Wou and your
reputation’

Yeah?

Wou want to S _ We have ... vh ...
know who's Wl B - instructions. I

Pucked? R _ suppose. You could
N call them that.

: . : I know who the
when I Pucking ' . 4 Y russet lady is. Bub

Peel like it, 3 14 : L you're not going to like S

bitch! . - i, [ don't think. 4,

5

»  Ididn't
Y khow who she o
S was, Por @ while. It §
{ took me a long time
to connect her to the
stories about her,
! N especially since I
) 2 ¢ [, The implication was, h s wabsagi;mgﬁiigae :
8o Ll PP ! " whatever we do, we won't get : g
Once your Priend e | : Par with it unless we locate and
is Pinished beating Well ... I'M not sure. We repair Pour people Pirst. Two of

Geeta to a pulp ... were here mostly to bry bo geb . them are you and Raz.
What do we do through the preliminaries. We knew ="
hext? We were going to need to do some kind - P ;
of stealth action, but we hadn't R s The other two are

gotben bhab Par veb. This all ; . . 5 vied Peri and | S .
happened very Past. | | AN '/ uﬁgﬂrﬂ:&aﬁéf .Eifégi”&r S 7 My trolls brought her in, S
. x i she is. I have no cloe . : unconscious. Ididn't geta \§
Abook githap: | B chance to Pigure out what to do |
Wit e 0 b - . S with her, because that was the |
"preliminaries"? - | E ' P, same day the greenlady ¢
¢ . S, Walked in and took over.




I'm not: done Pucking

And the green lady decided to
Wou up yet!

turn her into this.

The trolis call her Flay.
£an wou Pix her mind? It seems tio
Me like she's been seriousiy
messed with.

That was my
impression too. I
don't know. I'll have
to &Py, Ghough --

Get away!
Don't you tovch mel!

I'm not gonna
stand around this
place just 50 You can
kick me in the --

Don't try
anything else. I
oubweigh you.

It's kind of nice
being this big,
sSometimes.
And the rams
don't like wou either,
50 I'm sure they'll
help me out.

Yy Iheardypov °
J  talking. While she
was kicking me in
: the Pace.

I know who Peri is,
I probably know where she is,
T'll tell you ... but iP I do, You have
to let me leave. I don't want any
Raz break vou into  \ part of whatever you're going to
pieces, if that's what she do. I want to be out o here.
wants. And you'll lie there §
% and take it, iP that's £ .
g o . ( going tio do
\ anything useful |
\_ anyway -- _/ B _ And you have to keep
T - et o NS her away Prom me. She
T : doesn't get to hit me
Sy anigmore.
{ Iknowwho
\, Periis. '

", r
s

Baz, we kind of have bo.

O

You haven't
gotten anuthing
near what you

deserve -- Listen.

Yeah?

OK, bub
couldn't we
just beat her
until she --

L
| . =X
0 o~
' k.
Ly | i
i =
)
1L T —

@Go ahead.
Touch me again.,
Fuek it up Por
your Priends.

[aberZ Or herZYou're
both Pucking crazy. I

It's awF'uIr]Lj
convenient, isn't it?
You could just say
anything and then
clear oub.

And have you
coming arter me

Or we could let you
go and wou could head
right ofP and warn the

green [ady ...

don't need tio see
either of You ever
again.

Fuck that

Just becavse gau;i’rre huts
doesn't mean I'm on her side. I
hope wou take her apart. I just

I misunderstood the
egrets. I thought they were
sauing "Wou have to Pix these

Pour people or your attack
won't work out."

They weren't saying
that. They were telling me
how it was going bo go.

Pleek and I got
here today not even
knowing where to stark,
and we Pound all three of
Wou in the same place in
less than an hour.

They meant "You'll Find
and Pix all Pour people and
that'll be how you proceed."
Finding and Pixing them wasn't
bhe reqguirement Por the
attack. It isthe attack.

don't want to be arouvnd

When it happens.

-~ What the
Puck is that?

Sounds like ...
battle horns?
Call to arms?

But who's s
battling?

Bub I do think we
just ran out of time.

/ r{

We have to Pind Peni.




r 4 W Fo1r 70 ¥y 7J
THE AERIE, HicH ABOVE HIGHPOINT -

Good to see wou. Even' .
though I'm sure this isn't
a social visit. '

" And no, it isn's,
not: really.

Bot I do like to
see obher people, I
Mean, besides the

crew up here, We all
know each other too
well. We run out of
conversation.

ground people grab
recall points up here. A

hope they'll come visit,
once they're not busy

Pew of them aren't awPul. I

I'm sorry ...

: Oh, it's OK. I'm S
7/ just giving you a hard
[ time. I know how it is. You |
. have a lot of things on /4
. Yourplate. -

-—

i S I'mlearning how \
S that Peels, a little.

Eq,h."

3
e

.
-
L Pt
-

—

8o I thought
maybe that cut
both waws and she'd
Filled wou in on
events in the rest
of A4 a bit.

That's true.
She's gob some secret
project somewhere I'm not

more inPormation out of
her about it yet.

supposed to know exists, and I
haven't Pigured out how to pry

Jeanne is one of the
most "need to know"
people I've ever met. I

atac: think she only got -

involved in the mess here N
becavse of the Order of Vision.
Her only real goal was to shub

Corven down at all costs. That's

what she had spies here Por.

s For months.

She was too nice to say she
didn't: care what happened to the
rest oF Highpoint, and maybe I'm

¢leaning up the
MEss.

You should
have brought Ruby,
though! I haven't
seen her since
before all oP this
happened. 4

I guess ... Lh, Jeanne
didn't tell you?

- Tell me what?
What's Jeanne got to
y do with anything?

Well, Jeanne told
me about what
happened here in
Highpoint -- you know, no
one in any of the obher
Zohes had any idea ...
still don't, in Pact

But, see, that's why we
should have some socdial visitis.
80 We ¢an share the news and
gossip some other time than
when a disaster happens.

-

Now, what's vp with
Ruby that you're
avoiding telling me?

S getting to it.

Hoh.
| Iimagine you've

,been looking ...

x

I was ?.4

 being Goo harsh on her, but that
was the impression I got. 7

a C Y
FORTY MINUTES LATEE.

Jeanne made it
sound like you've ended
vp in charge of this
madhouse ...

Not iP I can

help it.. All the Aerie
agreed to do was

Monitor to make sure no
one was starting any Presh
ground wars or trying

spot it.

anything sneaky --
assuming we can

1y

Line of 5Eght
only. We can't see
into the internals of
the estates and we
don't want to.

b" IF anybody's in
; charge on the ground,
seeing as how Brendan's
vanished, it'd be Honor Delp ...
but she Mmight have a hard
bime wikh that, since she's
hot: seen as nevtral.

”

But the Aerie is?
Seen as nevtralz g

Apparently, yes.
UnPortunately.

I really do not want to
become judge and jury For
those people.

=

She's not here.

I mean, it's possible Por
her to still evade even the
improved search ... but I didn't
really think she'd be here. I just
wanted to cross this zone 4
ofP, while I could. :

I know Wou know
Brendan would never
have given me that
) permission himselP.

But the early
warning signs are
that's already
happening.

s

gpeaking of N
bhat, do you think |
Wou could --

-- aearch Por
Brendan? I did. I
Pigured wou'd
want to khow.

I don't see
him in bhis Zone.
Which means he's
eibher not in this
Zzone, or he's in this |
Zone but is not

I mean that in =
the most literal way.
I mean that iP he's here,
and the search didn't Pind
him, then he's not Brendan at
the moment. Deep in some
other identity, or not
coherent, or
incapacitated in some |
_ other way. Y

" Couldn't all that be )
L true of Ruby too?

Well, the reason I ask
... hot that I'm not
sympathetic, believe me, I
Feel your pain ...

Ruby's
Missing.

-

She's been Missing | N\,

Por more than Pive We had :
Months, something happen
: in the Souk --

something I'm sure you

didn't hear about, it's been |
kept pretty quiet -- and
Ruby solved the problem, like
she does ... but we don't
L know what she did or how

N she did it, and she
hasn't been seen
since.

e
A

Yes. My Pirst set of
searches didn't Pind
anything, bot a Priend
suggested an expanded scope.
Her identity could be temporarily §
A dlbered ... or concealed. so I've /£
- started over with an .
iMproved version.

artiPact with elevated
permissions.
R S I \nii0act, with -7
- Oh!
' / The necklace. Yes.
=l —§ &1

badgguardl gave you an

Jeanne said that
Hanne, Brendan's

NoW, how did
Jeanne Find out j
about that? She

wasn't anuwhere
nearty.

I haven't \
tried it out yet. 1 -
wasn't even sure oy

something like that ;
was possible.

It's possible. ~
Barkers have done it in | y
the past ... though not

oPten, Por obvious
security reasons,

Glynis, iP that necklace
gives you Brendan's
permissions, then you can uvse it
to authorize a deep scan of
Highpoint. For Ruby.

... Wait here.
I'll go get it.

Yes. Even the
improved search could
still be Pooled.

Sleep and she's not

| dead. I've gotten the

B bedders to confirm that.
But that's all I have.

e

I'm going to try to
528n everywhere Pirst,
and then, if none of the

Do you want me to
s¢an Por Brendan too, as I
work my way along?

IP he's not in
Highpoint, I don't
| think I care where
he is, to be
honest.



PART FIVE: MULTIPLE FRONTS
W
THE PALE LADY'S TOWER (NOW BEDECORATELD,). :.i";

B
v e Wou two doing here?

Ly Didn't Wou hear the

attack!

[ NN

Because of this .
creature's incompetence, the
soLbh camp is being besieged by
some Force. We don't even know 4
who they are!

to seal vp all the terrain
between here and the desert,
and instead she attracted the
attention of somebody we can't
even assessiWe have to
assume they're very
dangerous.

87 Trolls that aren't where
they're supposed to be ... who
knows where Flay's gotten to ...
the puppy's being no help at all
... ang Wou two!

Ll

Prom the pig ... bub you
were supposed to be

Now I don't know iP I
¢an trust you to do
anything/

Yes. o
\ This is @ better idea. A

STRANGERS IN
BARRACKS. CAN'T
FINP NOW. THINK
MAKE TROLELE —-

horns? We're under @&

What £

We can't worry
about something like
that right now!

BUT IF MESS
WITH TALURES ...

No one can subvert

the taurgharns, Chully.
They're tioo stupid. That's
the point of them being

" taurgs too. Have

50 stupid.

You two go round
up all the trolls
st.ationed in the city,
and take them to the
Fight at the south
camp. Hurry.

I'M going to go to
the north camp.

I'm going to bring
them around as
reinforcements. since
MY othersupport is
50 Unreliable.

them havl out the
canncns. Use them
Where wou bhink
they'll do any

L B

[ 1 T

~"**--.,ﬁ“ worse mess! 4

0 e
\1‘

competent! I had very high
expectations Por you! 4

&a
o vﬂ‘-‘*-.'.-;l-:
Fact u',‘--"'m'nh_
B oy gy SLISE

| i T

I

Just when I
need all the help I
can get, I've got
someore I can't use
becavse I don't have
anything she ¢an do

Maube you I}-’ on' :
wibhout making a R Trc don't; think even

I
should be a pig. You £an Screw up
being a pig ...

| ... o, Waib.

[ B e

g LR 'rﬁ‘;u" T
'Il * i i} l;- :- - .
= T b i

s

Now, pigboy's
going to run me to the
horth camp ... 8550Mming
he ¢an get me there
without tripping over
his own Peet.

You're going to
stay in here and
guard the place.

IF anvone tries to
come in ... and I mean
dnyone Who isn't me ...

deal with them.

And wou'd better not 8
Puck it bp, or I'M going T
to Pind something a lot

. worse For You.

i T — . "

T
e R

£



THE SOUTH ENCAMPMENT -

HOLP
EROLNE!
BLUE THINGS
NOT FPASS!

Let Lhe
anthros get out
Pront! They're big
enough bo go
head-to-head with
these things.

Yourjob is to
shoot the tirolls as
500N 8s they're down.
Do not get close to
them! IF they hit You,
wou won't get Lp.

- : . |
-1 .--:; =51, o i \: Ll
i & ...c' . w
- - |
- - |
L i
., Tt . |
2 - o
- '
. o
) . [

TOO MANY!
NEEP HELF!

BUT HELP HAS ARRIVED!

e
-
—
.

TUREN CRARTS
AROUNE AN
BRACE! FAST!

5 Py A gl
& P LR

GET REAPY : Al right,
TO FIRE! £

) &~ = - - This is
It's called a B i R ol : going betiter than
revolt, Chully. 7 . L : . d expected.
. I_ I:.-. ...._ . . I_ R . : 5 " 3
e o LR \ : & - ebter.
B 0o you like it i i | o < 1 expected them

' : Ve, — 1 el - & S to put Lp More
. e -".":-1"‘-.. i | . . : o -' g | . . ] ; & - ﬂ'pﬂpighb.

4

e

iy
d

That's why
Wou don't want
your soldiers to
be too dumb.

pushing into
=1 the city. I'm going
to go seeif 1 can
deal with this
problem at the
spurce.



THE NOEBTH ENCAMPMENT .-
- o - . Move your asses! The south

sl o~/ You're ‘*x., — 3 camp is uhder attack and we
o What is this? L[ supposedto be \ An d none of HE'U . heed to go reinforce it, now!

“ keeping a \ \J?_

b A
patroll  / \. pauldraﬂﬁ? y

I want everyone
armered and ready to
mar-r:h by the time I --

".

3‘% ﬁi:"" ; . {1‘ e R - .‘._- .Ltr.'%.; IJW!-' W

You can't just
take them head-on!
You need to --

PCon't let bhem get
advantage! fou're bigger
than they are! Use it!

Keep her away
From me!
Keep her awaul




‘}1:‘,":.,‘_ Fre s ._ I_ i'_l'
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b

That's pright!
det her!

I Ehink we're getbing
pretty close.

I still can't
believe Wou don't
actually know where
this tower /s.

When Pleek and I
were there, we Plew
there! It's not the same
as going overland.

And I hadn't been
back to Graytower in a
while ... the tower didn't
even exist |ast time I
was here on Poob.

BEMEMBER, CEES AND FPLEEK, AS BATS, FL-EW TO SBRAYTOWERE T&
CAFTURE THE PALE LADY AT THE (FAKE) VIOLET LADY'S COMMAND.

You're that woman!
Her majordomo. Or her
lover. Or maube both.

No. They're tiough.
And it's just a tent.

Predictable.
S IT'would never hang you all
-, out bo dry like that.

That's not what, we

have to watch out Por.

@reen lady
bhrew your ass
out, huh?

I 2Pt g
She was camm§ o
Por the tower. IP §
I'd staved, I'd
probably be a
troll now.

But Peri's in
there/l saw her
Move her back in.
In a cage.

... I guess that
doesn't make any sense
tl":: H':IUJ |'Etl |"~|E' T

Peri's the pafe‘
lady. We want to go
Free her.

Well, see? I knew
you were the right

people to Follow.

Y I missed the
whole pale lady

[ thing, just like you,

and Por the same

reasons ... sbuck

either as a grimlin
orabat ...

It seems like it all
happened really Past, and I'm
still catehing up oo --

i -H :l_ 3 P
22 Though she
. Might: not have any
abilities of vse here. Ml I've
- N seen evidence of is body
transPormations, which
vsvally take proximity
and time -- o

L
£

I thought
S0MEone Was
Pollowing vs.

== hold on.

" The green woman's not in there
right now. I saw her ride out in @ hurry

hot long ago. We can probably get Peri out
"“‘"\h before she comes back. ;

L ey | Was looking Por help, I
saw Wou Polks, and then I
overheard You say Wou were
going tio the tower.

What do you 1
need us ForZ &

You look like Wou
can deal with trovble.
You know, not many
people will walk out in
the open right now.

Who are you?
What do you want?

Just becauvse tihe

green woman's not: there
doesn't mean she hasn't lePt
something nasty behind.
@vards or traps or
something. I don't have
any abilities.

I'm Cres,
What's your name?




What did she do to this
place? It did not look like
Lhis bePore.

I admit, I've
never seen Moss
Used as a decor

It's not doing
wonders Por
visibility either ...
I think we may
want to --

-- What's that
over there?

L
[
L

We've got to
Plip it: onto its
back, or

something!

-

ol _.I..L

et

I don't like the
way this Peels,

You could always go
wait back by the door.

I'd rather
take My chances
here than with that
¢reature you've got
watching it. IF I'd seen
she was with you, I
Might not have
Pollowed wou.

Oh, she wouldn't hurt
Wou ... I don't think.
Probably not.

I think it
poisoned
her! .

You've got to
get rid of that
thing! Hit it, or

zap it, or
something!

hah h
rghg h
hih Rikh

You're right,
though. This definitely
seeMs like "something

going to atback any
Moment."

Especially with
whatever this Fogis.

Fog should not
be green.

Or indoors.

Can't reach
anything that's
not pointy!

And I don't have
any zaps!I'm @
gadget maker, Pleek,
How know that!

... L Ghink I may
need to throw up.




Wrecked ...
absolutely ruined ...
people coming out of

nowhere just to get in
MY Face ..

Well, I'm not
going to roll over, I
was trying to go easy
before, bub now
they're going to --

Where have you been?
You should be out in the battle!

Broke out, eh? And [ ) I gave you
now You think you've ar |} ST everything, you
got @ grudge? L T ungrateful

\ . R : ) ' creatiore.

T Sl

' ‘*_L@s&. 89" Your wings ... the

e sticky spit ... the
%j}& stunning gaze ... that

Tl o 1
; A

ar

was allme. !
, | T ke
¥ r i T :
ool You were already a 1 L,
L monster bePore I got 60 You, TS g
' e . - ,  but I turned you into a 3
No, no. You'll staw R vl N < R useful monster. g‘ +
down here where 1 RN o | bt And I can breakyou
¢an get at you. S i AR r Py > just as easily!
I Made you. ! § ;, : e =
e A

R }

o

» 2]

. | B 4 o

All right, puppy. | Fron "5

I know Wou can't alwaus S i = X

make it Work ... I've tried SENEea —_— |

tio be nice about it ... o RV SN o

¥ i E - 1 e Z, *1 .
7 aN .
N .

Y, P

e

- " f *.
I'rr by @ ?r'l'il. I'i i
.y 41 8 - {

... but we don't have any
choice now. You've got to come
through. We're going to keep

h A
hobody has thought Erying until Yoo do.

60 trY bo bake the We're going to teach them
tower, or Hallwell's o aif a lesson. Everyboady. Torn _
actually done her job ; BN\ them all into cockroaches or g

this time ... e Tl PR something like that.

1‘;. e :
!'- .‘! E ‘-'v# ad TTERCRLE .:"'..I' "'t

Becavse I
think that's
really very
Lnpleasant of
Wou.

Don't try anything.
Don't even try to Move.

IP You 50 Mmuch as twibchin TR
the wrong direction, the B8
next Pireball's going to be =

down Wour throat. 2

i

" 15 that what
you'd like?




How hard do wou think we'll nee
to hit her bePore she's out of it
enough that her spells revert?

I don't think
it'll be necessary. I
have the ability to nullify
all her ePPects, even if
she's still actively Not going to get me ...
Peeding them. not going to lock me away
again ... never again ...

7 T'll need to get
into the right mental
space to do it.

-.. 1 M@y need Tam's start over ... I can

- boo stunned to get up! Sl times as I haveto -

Ores, look ovt!

No, ne, no!

Leave me alonel!

I didn't do
anybhing to Wou! I
don't even know who
Wou are’

No idea.

OK. Fine,
Go ahead.
Destroy me.

e

You want to take me
apart. Tear me to pieces.

That's what you
want, isn't it% I can
see it in your eyes.

; . ,J Well, do it/

I'm not scared of that.
B = Do it¥




™ _"“'.g

You're not
worth it o My
conacience.

o e |

Are you all >
right ¥ Are Wou
back to
YourselPz

You've changed a lot.

You should talk.

I think we're all going to need to give
each other a lot of explanation.

And some
introductions.,

i
} e

[

Deal with the
green lady Pirst,
though?

L #?r

e N
APl A

* /' thing over here
hasn't changed
ol back, 50 probably
hobody else has
either.

apparently got : : |
pretty strong e S . T ight
 CONNECtions £0 / aaviing nen 60Ny we ronin do N T o matter. L can break g 14 VY OIS L K
\_ herwork. [ “oraliwould | thst Tbet ey . OPshe'dhave | bhem, witha littie help. She S her aPter that. We need to Yoo
T j ___.-""._ "|"-. bpeah tlhEM e _.JI ‘5F'IE‘ dﬂ'E'E-I"I tl |r UEEEI Etl; J"U‘Etu t-hEH. I 4 dﬂeg” t have tlﬂ be 1:0"'55[&“5; , - S
e

like We did [ast time Y was
EA=N put her Somewhere she | el Might just make her F 1 yay wondering if you
2 L\ remember ) Surewovldhave,in Sagy QR Evan precant. B ¢an't make this kind of £ worse, iP she beableto | were going to
=, _—-;-""T] = _'—'-'__.L_‘_ hers. _,.."'"'" . that situation. - . = _ - trouble agam o b i escapes Elgatrl- x
e — — e A
: — ——

e @\ help. A  saythat.

4

= And looping her




P ART I “ PIN uP OB, THE PABRT WHEEBE SOME BEADEES &0 "YAY, WE FINALLY SET TE THE £o0D BITS"
AND OTHER BEADERS 50 "awl, T AUESS ALL THE FUN STUFF IS OVER NOW."
¥ e i

Yes, some people were
brought to us as captives ...
but: we didn't keep them. I didn't
Mmake them trolls unless they
wanted to be.

S
i
-

There were a Pew ™
people I turned into
taurgs against their will,
but they deserved it.
Real assholes. .~

You shovld
have reverted by

We promise to
behave.

7 "‘“‘ -t
We;ust want to Nt
go back to what we
) - had before.
What Chully means is

that she and Tur and a -
I think it's S

important Por there to be '\
a tribe of trolls, g’hnuw- '
There should be a place
Por everubody.

already, bePore the green
lady took over.

We had a nice little

We ha . N as well as we can.
tribe going. We weren't

I mean, they're

huPting anubody. : - T R T R e _ trols,
b b : TETgs T CITAAE o -y N

Bub no real 08
damage. Nothing |5

I think you
make a good point,
and I'm happy to let

you go about wour
business ...

OH WELL.
KINE OF FUN.

,; 2| going to insist on
{1 one change.

I think if wou're
going to lead a pack of
trolls, wou should be a

troll yourself.

Tr'u to stay out aP
trouble, now.

I was a dom, Wknow? I thought she was.

People came to me to be
messed with and turned into
things. It was voluntary. And I
always changed them back
aPterward.

I vsed to do
s¢enarios. One day I just
decided I didn't want to take
someone else's direckion
anymore,

Be my own boss,

It was a good gig and
everybody had a good time,
and I'm not interested in
anybody judging me For it.

I hope you're right.
Becavse [ guess I'm
going to start over.

Around the
same bime, the
gprue hit and
everything broke into
pieces. And I like
castles. o0 I moved
to the Yards and
set up.

Iwasn't
judging wou.

How'd Geeta come
into itZ You said she
was your
apprentice?

And you're going
With her?

I like being a bat.

Pleek and I are going
to work on changing some
things. starting with the
bat Form. ot

There were
: reasons that made
o/ sense at the time, back
S8 When, Por them to not be able
s, Lo balk ... buk now I think
e, bhat was a mistake.

T
g . "._-1'

It's gonna be

k interesting.

-

And I like Raz.

wateh out Por
Geeta, OKT

Ch, Por sure.
There's a good
chance she'll come
aPter vs. We'll be
ready.

Bot, W'know, we
don't know where she is,
we don't know what's
driving her ..

Could be anywhere.

Could be anything.

The thing is, most of my sELPP
isn't casting -- what I mean is, I'm
hot qacrd at "wa ve my hands and, poof,
Wou're a duck,” or any of that. [ make
devices to do the things I need to do.
I'm pretty good at that.

But with devices
it's a lot easier Por
someone to get their hands on
them and vse them against
Wou. I trusted her, and I
shovldn't have.

I don't know what her deal is.
She's got sometbhing going on. Maybe
she just hates people. Whatever it is,
she didn't let it show with me. And
now I'm probably ruined.

I don't know about that. It
Might: take a While, but I think
people will come back.

Honestily, wour reputation might not: have
spread Par encugh that many people even
noticed. The Yards is a big place. I
didn't know Wou existed until I was
Pollowing vp on some
kidnappings.

That goes even
more PFor you ...




T wouldrn't even want bo guess what kind of trovble she's getting inte right now."

don't ...
Mmonster ...

vseful ...
s [

Ch, goodness!
You're really @ mess,
aren't you?

... 50 the Pinal

" lesson was that I could

\,_break out of it any bime I SN
. heededto? W P

e

Do

You want me to
just give You the
answers? That's
cheating, isn't it?

I want you to
LONEIPM MY
answers,
Check my work.

You're not
being graded.

Liar.

... That's part of the
lesson. The point is, you
control your monster, not: the
other way around. At no time in
there did Wou ever lose
contirol of it.

It's important Por
Wou to remember that,
becavse if you don't think you
have contirol of it, you'll be
hesitant to vse it. And there
are times when you need
to vse it.

It's a tool. This was
about tool safety.

I am a bitich.
It's My job.

I toldvou there were
risks Por doing this
aboveground. Here's the
risk, right here.

Your mother is the
absolute powerin the
Yards. IF she decides she
doesn't like what I'm doing, she
can just shut me down
completely. I won't get a
say in the matter.

I don't want to
shut Mo down. I
really don't.

You'd better
come With me.

But she does need to be told.

Are you OKZ
You don't look like you're OK.

I'll help You get
yourselP back
together,

You are anything but,
and you know it.

In that case, You Might

as well come with me_I've | -

been summoned.

I had to go
there anyway.
She and [ have
some things to

discuss.

It'll be Pine.
Evergthiﬂg will be Pine.
You'll see.

And once again
Wou've gotiten
infPormation Prom me I
shovldn't give Wou.
I'm a soPt touch.

Now that
Hou've gotten
everything ouvt of me
that I can give you, are
Hou going to tell
MOMMAE oh me and
shut me down?

... Yes, I'd
imagine you do.




Obvisusly we
have to [ose the Moss.
And Ghe throne is
completely

inappropriate.

I like the thees,
bhough. And that other
chair's not bad.

I'm Pauline Barker.
I know Wou khow who I am,
but I don't think we've
ever actually met.

I remember your
grant, though. No one
else has ever asked For
a property anchor that
was underground.

I gather you've
been doing some
interesting things down

Do you want
to start?

No way.
This is your
story.

IP I think I have
something to add,
I'll add it..

THE STORY IS TOLD, AT SOME LENGTH-

And now I
suppose Wou're going
back to Century? APter
talking with your
mother, I mean.

~ Iecan't say I
¢are Por your
methods ... but the
thing is ...

In recent months
I've been Porced to

admit: that there are a

{ number of ... that there are &
| things in the Yards which -
need to be addressed,
That I've neglected
seeing to.

there. I want wou to
tell me about them.

N L
I don't want to be
the queen, buk

apparently we
sometimes need one.

I don't want
there to be police,
but sometimes we

need those too.

I don't like
Wour style of
justice, but I Ghink

somebimes conPronting

¥ x
e o 2

someone with
themselves might be
the only thing that
wWorks.,

7 1don't see

/' Why Wou can't
keep doing what
Wou're doing. IF
you're careful. 4o

N
o,

I have one
or two other
things to do

here Pirst.

Bub, yes.
I'm leaving
later today.

Cautious.

at s [
N <
- ok
o
LR,

~"This Peels like the part
where Yyou say
“on one condibion ..."

¥ M.
/' The condition is that I
{ reserve the right to send
| some of bhe obherwise
\ Unsolvable problems

o Your way.

= e V
I'd have /
handed Braga -- the /

green lady, that is --

to wou, iP she hadn't
A\, Managed to vanish
P again.

R
e —— _..-"_'_rl

" Maybe you
7 can't Pix them eibher
... but Wou can at least
keep them out of trovble.
Better than I can. I can
only throw them out of
\ the Yards.
““x Acceptable?

e,

But if you
= ever get bored
| with that, come

Century's where I am,
Merys.

Give her my
It's where My liPe is.

regards.

ConPronting
soMeohe With
themselves, huh?

say it to yov, bus |

I'm not: the only
person here Who
heeds some

{" . Tdon't know T
. What Wou mean. J

o
S

Po you think these

trees shovld stay?

e

You're not dodging
this time!

|
Rl

Listen, I
understand that you
like being an animal.

Well, I don't really
Understandit, but I
accept it.

i
e

But now it
seems like it goes
a long way beyond

that ... and it's
gotiten you in
trouble.

E i I

el

] [
R LB

s R

You were
kidnapped. Twice, o
o depending on how you [
look at it. You were [~ 9%
Y vsed as apawn. / &

- = I came to look Por wou ...
: becauvse, as vsval, You won't
check in with an?badl_q Por months
Ll at atime ... and I had to go through
-\ hell to Pind you. There was a war,

and Yot were in the middle of
it. Did you even notice?

' 7 You have gotto
Fi i come clean.
i "'..:!:E'- . "_..l""

Pind me.

comPortable talking
about it.. Especially
witih you.

I know, but
we're past the
point where that

matters.

Look, iF it was
anybody else, I'd be
the Pirst to say your
private liPe should
stay private.

But you ewn this
Zone. You are a target.
And now that the "pale lady" |
has gone public, you're an S
even bigger one.

You've got to let the
people close to You in on this,
or we can't help keep You Prom TSRS el

being exploited ... or rescue Yyou [EEEEEEEEE
the next time someone
manages to do it anyway.

SomMebody besides Tam.
15 there someone else You'd
rather tell?




ISSUE #11

& - .
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I've known ever since I
was a teenager that I like

being submissive. And being a Barker has

alwaws made that difficult. I'm
hot: oblivious, Naomi, Putting
muself in obher people's hands
has always been a very
delicate sitvation.

When I was paying Por sex,
it took a lot of vetting to Pind
people I could trust -- and even
then, that was how Melinda got
to me. Nothing's safe.

F?  Onthe other hand,
Melinda was the person who
showed me that really turning
oFP my brain -- going
completely animal ...

... well, I don't owe
her thanks. She didn't
Mean to do me a Favor,
aPter all.

The thing is, it's not just
turning ofF my brain and handing
the keys to someone else,
Apparently, I also like humiliation. IP
soMeone makes Mme into a pet, that's
Pun. IP they also tell me how stupid
and vseless I am like that ...
that's ...

... look, I'm not
responsible For what
MY Mmind wants.

5

~ Who's "myselp"

though? I don't want to be
— Y Pauline! Even bePore all this
: happened, I didn't want to be
Pavline, Pavline has to be a Barker
and isn't allowed to ever do
anything interesting ..

—

§ 2 I like being Peri. I want
to roam around the Yards
8 With Tam having Pun and sex
and being her pet.

‘Ii."'l‘h

:‘1 = {
S

! i
\,\._ ) S

Hold on, I'm not
done wet.

I don't think anybody
redlly enjoys being in charge. Nob even
the ones who are power crazy. They never
seem happy once they get iti. I'm not sure
Braga was going t.o ever be happy, even if
she managed to make the whole place
her army of trolls.

But you don't
get a choice. And
maybe that's not Pair,
but it's what it is.

o

=8

I can't do magic as
MyselP. Yards-style magic.

I have the highest
permissions in the Yards
i?i__ and I shouvidbe able to do
b, anything I want here, but as
(B Pavline, I'm restricbed by what 1
can do data-wise -- things like
removing someone'’s rights, or
deleting their space.
Barker-style magic.

P'

o
My brain just
can't seem to
make the leap.

When Tam puts me

into "pale lady" mode ... \ -’ >

or pet: mode ... it unlocks
something. It's like
suddenly some of the -
roles are removed. Braga realized that as

a puppy I could do just

about anybhing ... iF she could |

get me to Pocus on it, and -
willing to do it ... a
You realize this K

Mmakes Wou super
vulnerable. The more
powerPul you are, the less

Wou're wourself.

: ;i,. .

I noticed. Even as a pet,

Wou didn't want to change me
into something horrible. You were
willing to send me below the earth,
though. I wonder what you
didn't know you knew.

I've never been
Y entirely sure whether
S You wanbted me to be
: Wour mother.

g reason she's veiled is so

!‘.

’ -,
/’/. - 'E:" ey " :
| " The pale lady was

[ Tam's idea, and the

nobody can tell she's Peri. 50 we T
¢an go have adventures, once
Tam gets tired of stawing in
this Pucking tower and
being boss.

il

x Why do pecple ever
" want to be the boss?
~\  It's horrible. I don't
vhderstand it.

.:':_- ...FI..‘_
SN

e e ¥

e

=
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I have a set of ID goggles. I vsed
them to check on you the other day
When we were cleaning up.

You don't list as "Tam." You
list @as Tom. Tom Hartwell.

A Pew years ago,
there was a Tom Hartwell
who positioned himself as
Ezekiel Barker's political

adviser. Leyna and I had to
intervene in one of his
achemes.

#22

Eventually he
corrupted Ezekiel
completely, and Ruby and
Leyna had to intervene.
Hartwell vanished.

#o

I think you
5 should get to have
C " adventures. But you also have
= tobe aware of who Wou are. People
=l have got to be able to Pind you.
"\ People have got to be able teo call
T, _ You back when they need You.
L And you've got bo watch
B vour back.

SRRy .. You know, Wou're
P | the mother. You should
: " be advising me.

w7 Do you readlize that when you
[ Pound me the other day, that was
the Pirst time wou've called me
"Mobher"? I think? Ever?

Pon't tell her!

s Please!!

i o

What iP wou're

I'm sure now,
though.

malicious? IF you are,
and I don't tell her, that'd
be really negligent of me,
don't You bhink?

IP wou're going to
come inbo people's
private rooms, at least
knock, or Make some
noise, or --

You've inserted
yourself into Pauline's liPe,
in @ way that makes her
dependent: upon Wou. She khows
that, but she doesn't: care,
becavse she likes you and

All you have in your Paver
right now is that so Par you seem
to have been acting in good Paith. But
I also know wou're willing to play a
long game. You spent yedrs
working Ezekiel.

trusts Wou.

I didn't "r:arr'upt'." ™~
Zeke. You can't corrupt
soMepne who's already

there. I just made it a ot
more obvious,

T

Alf of the Barkers are
corrupt.. Useless. They have all the
power and they don't: do anything

Mansions and don't give a damn
I went aPter Zeke to about the rest of us.
see iP I could do it.. But he
doesn't really have a lot of
power. I wanted to go after one
of them who did. I picked
Pauline. I thought the odds

were good there.

While I was tirying to \
Pind Pauline, I met Peri. We
liked each other. A lot. Imagine
MY reaction when I Pound ot
who she really was. I didn't

The bhing is, know what to do.

Pauline's not corrupt. I
was wrong. she's a good
person. Her only real problem is
she doesn't want to vse her
power. For good or bad. She'd
really rather not be a
Barker at all.

I'd already learned about
her ... Uh, her ... interests ... I'm
very good at talking people into things,
and we were already doing the pet stuff
... I made the pale lady becavse I
wanted her to Use her power to
Mmake bhis a betber place ...

#51

posibive with it. They just sit in their

And she has/

That's the thing -- it's working’
She's perfectly happy to intervene
Por good purposes, as long as she

¢an say it's not her doing it. I
don't really understand.

That's not good encugh.

She's scared of the
responsibility. IF she can say
it's not her doing it, then she

doesn’t have to bake the blame

Por getting it wrong.

Or at least
that's what she
| thinks. Except she's
wrong. IF she Pucks up,
| she will have to take
| blame, pale [ady or not.
And some of that will
be on you. Are You
OK with that?

T haveto be! T
mean ... I'm ...

Ei{uught I'd %
actually be in love }
with a Barker.

Ok, but Wou've
created a monster and I
expect wou to try to deal
with that. This will
happen again.

And she
7 wants to wander
around the Yards
having adventures

I think it's manageable. I
didn't expect it this time. From
here on, we'll be ready.

You need to convince me.
Right now. Or you're going to |

be leaving this room in a box. A
very charred box.

I'm going back
to Century. But
Hou khow how to

reach me now.

IF she getis
into a situabion
Wou can't solve, I
expect you to
contact me.

I won't be
happy about it
Wou vnderstand ...
but I expect you
to anyway.

And I'll be
keeping an eve
on Wou.




TWe MOEE DAYS LATEE.-

... L was trying to keep
MY identity secret, but I see
how I was keeping it secret
Prom the wrong people.

I'm letting you two

Baroness, wou
and [ already have }
an arrangement.

I know Wou Peel bad
about getiting cavght
ouk like that, but don't.
It's partiy my Favit. I didn't
see that coming, none of vs
did, but if I'd given you more
information to begin with,
Wou Might have been
able to do better.

That takes care

of Grautower. But

there's a lot more to
the Yards than that,
of course,

Wou 'E‘llr'eﬂdl_a]

wander around
Pinding and Pixing
problems. From what
\ I'mtold,yovdoa /

M. good job of i
\g>+:n_b!?t;.)t

? I'd like to
/" make that oPPicial.
The only diPPerence Prom
what you're doing now is
that once in a while I may
heed to call your
attention to
samething.

in on it becavse I need
wour help, and I'm going to
continve to need it in the
Puture, and we can't work
together if we can't trust
one another.

For that
matter, once in a
While you may need to
call my attention to

Just keep doing something

what you're deing, and
we'll Pind ways to

improve it as we go. You want me to be

wour trovbleshooter.

- We know nothing about this "blue
army” that appeared out of nowhere,
except that many of the soldiers appeared to
be Prom the various tupes of anthros that
live in the hot swamp area.

L g Well, as you .
e say, it's pretby » E
el much what I was 55T e g
B already doing. Y . A We weren't able to speak

W i - with any of them, becavse they all
p-nr'f-arted ouk as soon as they knew
theu d won the battle. 30 they're not
E interested in conquest ... which is H,,r 4.;,'

reassuring, but insuPPicient. *ﬂa_- :

o g That's one way to
B put it, Yyes. How do you
b Peel about that?

--l-,.‘..--i“{‘,

It's too big a job Por
just me, though. I can't be
everywhere at once.

o Then help me LB il 4 ' | .
B Pind others to BRI R .
. helpyov. SR |

They have a leader. We have
vague descriptions of her. A
Ploating, glowing blue woman. We don't |
know who she is or where she's based.
I don't have enough information to

s tiry to search Por her data.

Eeﬁggg{e I k ( You want me ) b
already have 50 Pind her. j
soMe trouble .

Por Wou to _ : -~ :
shoot. S e Yes. And Pind ovt whether
i she's a threat to the peace.
o= She may not be. IP she isn't,
leave her alone. APter all, she

did help save vs, ™~
E I warn you that I'm

setbing you a challenge. I
have ne information to goon. I
don't really even know where

s :-S:-. to tell You to start.
= g .r

,Er'!‘f* e

rﬂi’fj}.

"T'M not sure how anybody would go about Pinding her."”
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