Sp another grovp has infested the
SoUk. These people lack imagination
in every range but one: they're
really geod at coming vp with ways
to exploit obher people. And some of
the crafters are easy targets.

The asshole's name is Brung. Don't bother remembering
his Pace. This js the |35t Lime Wou see him in bhis story.

In Pact, as Par as we can tell, this is the last time

anvone saw him at all.

You
the ones
who want to
talk about Miz
Bianca? In
here.

And
here's the
people you'll
be talking

witih.

Lemme ™
close the
door Pirst,
boys, we don't
want the
street to /

See,
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... Nope. I just can’t sustain that
bulishit For long. This isn't some
vaguely racist Arabian Nights 8
storvbook ride. This is a part of A4 |
cdlled the Souk.

r o & s
Whoever designed Ehe Souk Eo look
this way probably wanted it to be

that kind of Fantasuiand, but it

dicin’t work out. There's a lot of e

very interesting stuFP here, For

sure. And also a whole lot that's
redlly rotten.

As I've said before, 8 lot of people
in Sleep lack imagination. so
others, ke me, supply it Por bhem.
Not just scendrios and sex;
sometimes it's as basic as decor.
Want an interesting piece of
Purniture or an ornate rug in yoor
persondl space® someone will be
happy to dream that vp For you.
For @ Modest price, of course,
A lot of these crafters spend their
time in and arovnd the Sovk, Por
Whabever reason. Problem is,
imagination doesn’t always pay
very well. Even scenewriting, wWhich
has lots of demand, mMakes me less
8 cash than directing dees. IMagine
trying to scrape bogether your bed
Pees by designing wallpaper.

ToMorrow ends
the second month
You haven't made

your Pees.

I'll gets
bhem! I just
made a sale!
When I'm paid
Por that--

: Tell it to

Mr. Stirunk. Either

Show Up Gomorrow
hight at his club with the
two months in bed Pees

Wouw owe him ... or show
Lp prepared to
work.

But show vp, one
way or another. Or I'm
coming to Pind you. I bet you'll look
cute as one of his
back room crew. Have
Wou ever wondered what
Wou'd look like With
huge tits?

' I Might even

need to take a
photo oP it. &

... divided among
three people: Joe
atrunk, Percy Furlough,
and Bianca Zildan. Each
would love to have the

Whole racket to
themselves.

But we're only
interested in Zildan.
Bumor is she might be

convincing people to work
Por her in obher ways
besides
loansharking.

That's the question.
Bot I can't get answers, No
one will say a word. This
meeting tonight is the Pirst

nibble I've had.



Heard the noise.

Hate seeing anvbody get
attention Prom Bianca's
goons. Pon't know what you
did to piss her oPP, but
WhALever :E WAS: M We're investigating her. But no

: one will say anwbhing. Her staff are
all either very loyal or very scared.

Investigating, huh? Who
are You working Por?

I'm ... nob at liberty to sau.

v Tou've got the wrong end of
bhe stick. You want dirt: on
Bianca, go talk to Percy. He's |
.got a spy in her organization.
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2( But You didn't hear that Prom me. J§

HelpPul guy.

I guess that means we
shouldn't trust him.
DePinitely not.
That's Joe strunk.

But he'd love
to see someone
Mmake trovble Por
Zildan, so he may
have given vs real
infFormation.

Pro tip:
Alwaus go Por
the balls
Pirst.
Yeah, yeah.

Where’g Wou
learn tio Fight,
Oh, When Uwauz

You start out, ATen

Wou get a lot of

customers who
won't take "go to

hell" For an
answer.,

You never did any
acting, did you?



Percy was not initially helpPul.

I don't know who gave wou that
information, but even iP it were true,
I'm not running a charity.

And, honestly, your
vivid presentation

hobwithstanding, You don't seem

likely to be able to provide any
compensation that's worth the
wrath of Bianca should it get
traced back to me.

Unless, of course, You're
oPPering me a term of service.

... You Might look good in an outPit

Come back when you
can stay longer!

You know, Usually .
Y ib's me who wants bo
go straight Lo beating
the shit out of
sSoMeone,

Well, ng--

He said show up ab
the club tonight either
witih the money or, Lh,

prepared to work ...

I didn't Pigure I'd
see him unless ... you
khow ... iF I didn't do

that--

OH, that was it. Go back
Lo what: you were doing.
Carlotta has some people
she wants you Lo meet.

like Luke here is modeling.

I guess he's just
inspiring that way.

CT —u._"-"" .___!‘.__h,h
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B I'mgoing to N\
B punch him in the AN

Pace. %

Hang on.
Let me seeiP I can
reason with him

cee, the thing is, Percy honey,

we are working Por some very

powerful people. I don't need to
53y their name, do I7

Right now they're only
interested in Zildan. But if we
don't get some cooperation, they
Might: decide to broaden the
scope of their inquiry.

I Peel pretty sure
You like your business exactiy
the way it is.

clvb, the next night.

All rights, all right!

I--I'm paving my debt, Mr.

gtrunk. Is something wrong?

I just want to ask
Wou a question, Colin.
Relax.

Bruno came to
talk to Wou westerday.
Did wou see him again
aPter that?

You think
he's telling
the troth?

Yeah. He's a
chickenshit. Look how easy he
rolled over. IF he'd done
something to Bruno, he'd never
have shown up tonight.

Ijust
wanted to see
what he'd say. I'm
pretty sure I know
Who disappeared
Bruno.

Ms. Howard?

We need to talk to you.

1T

Talk to Gina Howard. But be carePul how and where you do it. -,
And don't be surprised iP she doesn’t trust you any more than I do. .~

I gotta be
someplace pretty soon.
L'll tell you about it
LOMOPPOW.




This was angther conversation that dian't go well.

... hell,
do you know what
she'd do to me iP she
even knew I was
talking to you?

I don't know
B anything. And whatever
b\ Percy told you was a lie.
He lies a lot.

Much [atber that night ...

Why'd
oo tell those two
clowns in the s0ibs
about me?

HMZ Oh. Go ahead
and talk to them.
They're trying to bust
Bianca.

IP they don't,
and they expose
Me, You know I'm

screwed.

The next day.

You
know, i she \§
doesn't come
through, we
could be

Ry
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sure, And Joe

1 Buk it's Punny that
1&“55 agree on this.
-:"‘"“-.__‘_ _;;:IJ:’__.—-—-—._,_H_‘_H‘-
" ... Joesaid .7 )
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S stnonk lies a lot boo.)"

#

Look, I have
somewhere I
have to be.

I'll think
about it.

don't you
dare Follow
me, or you
¢an go get

Fucked.

Got your back iP that
happens. Figure it's worth a
try. You want to be rid of
Bianca as much as 1 do.

I guess.

Percy'll just Pind something
worse Por me to do. He's
never going to let me oub

Prom under that debt.

Don't worry about

Percy. He crossed a
line when he went
after Bruno.

sorry to have taken you
L-'E] sprprise. |'||'I'L_|:f
simulations are very good,

starting tomorrow,

he's going tio be busy
watching over his
shovlder Por me.

I Wandering
around here £
Por—ever}.

though, aren't they?

' - | ! | ,- My name is
. | ; gerille. These
5 | -, are my wares.

| . - = -'. | ; ot ' ] ' 1 ¥ --:.._ THQUQF‘II -""x_.__\.
= . . § : ' \ hesitate at the

& -

ol

-

v g S S e e vy plural. I only have \
e L — § AR TR A one other just now; |
— - » : AP Iy R - they are individually |
o designed, and take |
a long time to  /
Md h'g ' .

W 1mean,I

W enjoy looking at
— all the
" merchandise
TSN here but-- 48
“‘, .= 2

Are they ... I mean,
cats like this aren't
really meant to be pets,

And I pride
N myself on making
them accurate. |
Tes. /
>

Idon't %
think he likes
being in that |

\ cage.

I explain to buyers that
there must be land to wander,
prey to hont ... and a very
strong, very high Pence.

¢ Do you get: a lot of
people wanting to
buy big cats? They're
8 kind of, uh, elaborate
B ... Pordecor.

But apparently having a
tiger in your back ward is a

i3 = iy
status symbol.

> And Yet there is much <Qus =9y p—
v demand. This is the Pirst Gime TR =
' in months I've had two

R - I sell to bhem, and try not to give
> dvailable at once. g0 l"ﬁ. v o it more thought.
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e

~— g Ao’ e e was important?

I don't know ...
something I've been
catching ovt of the
corner of My eye ...

_.I- -

?" You didn't see
[ the person walking ",
through the back, |
behind the curtains?
 Hadon a cloak and |
\  some kindoP ¢
J.Il'.a"jh. ;

I just keep gebting the
Peeling someone is
watching.

o SR LN
‘ ol — Itl was an '
/" 1was oo busy &i / exit. Davlight. ol
| Watching bhe Woman and\ 2. { They must have gonel
|

B 1 \the cat. I think they both JF = bhis Wal--
SRR wanted Go eat me. ;

T
".

atrunk and Zildan had
nightclubs with private rooms
in bhe back. Furiough didn’s
bother with the clob part. He
Just had private rooms.
Reservations only.

What the
hell
i going on out
here?




7~ How many did

;Hr seven are Ok dan't blame them.

[/ With S Gaking over ' = el =l i ... Did wou put her in
| | their debt. Guess they - ' chag? i
|\ didn't like working Por : T el

Percy much. . £ ] @ i i

*_____ W, No, sir. @ ;
- - EBrought her ¥ i £

like we F—’:rund
her.

th

Ok, Pat, bake a hike. _
Good jeb. —
I want to talk to her
dlone. Esperanzal
, surprised you
} l o didn't recall.

I wanted to stick around to
tell wou to go Puck yourself, you
son of a bitch! Where do you get off
pulling this crap? When Percy
gets his hands on you--

3 =
Yeah, yeah.

I'd beat the shit out of you but I
know Wou like that kind of thing.

I have a message Por you to bring
back. Tell Percy this is what he
gets Por going after my
people.

And you can tell him that I'm
hot even close bo done--

ThoUgh Gind had told us . B :
crermirty oo s wasrs IS *—
S| enough. Zildan may very well have B P

% | been a manipulator, but all we hadly e ngtpr[l”*ﬁ E*ﬂﬁ’bﬁg N
| was rumers, and we didn't have - ( SnoLlan'c have trusted You. )
i abher levers § a1 5 /

any ¢ ther levers Lo pull. : : \"r-.\‘l"l"ﬁﬂﬂ dfﬂ'f,':’ﬂﬂ do with Jﬂé’;,-"

Damn it, I'm going S
Lo Pind him!

I'll strangle them both iP £ "t L
- I have to-- /

verge of calling this one @ wash
and giving up.

\ aby
B ,«"; T knew when we
Pirst talked to her
s \ { and she did that
I have no idea what e dovble-take.
uﬂu re talking about. I*-) ! A i
Joe missing?
L \ I'm astonished. - o
N\ ._ bout them, I mean. & . . . o
Y You know damned well & M | = e 4 E,,.E;,g*‘;ﬁgbgg;‘;;é
he is! No one's seen him E. - R there are MUch More
since two nights ago! £ = : obhoxious people than

> Joe strunk.

& .

e T
&7 I'moPPering & AN
= double-or-nothing on =< P\

| Whebher Eiama or

We don't do bhat. We N . B Percynvked doe. £ fobet.
don't disappear people. e e I'd just Plip a coin,
It's not our style. \ : - S, anyway.

i

That night. o) /

You're boo
pink to wear red,

percy. Oh, do Puck oPP,
Bianca. I allow you in here
out of courtiesy, but it's
clear You have np idea
what that is.

2o what did you do to Joe?
I'm corious.

I didn't do 8
thing to Joe, and
You know it.

Actually, I do.
Just wanted to see
what you'd say.

'‘Ranza was there. She said it
was two women in masks.
Pidn't: sound like your
style. Nor mine.

But everyone thinks either [
did it or you did.

want you to
Pocus on my Face, Percy.
That's right. Look straight into
MY eyes.

Good.

You know, I always
avoided dealing with either
oF Wou becauvse everyone would
assume I'd done it. But iP
somecne else is mudduing
the waters ...




Now, let's
see, Where do I don't have a
Wwe start? problem with the
weight, myself, but My / \ You already had soft
customers mostly aren't ’ Peatures, we just need to
as broad-minded. I think R e clean vp some oP the aging.
Wou'll definibely be more . The sag, the circles under
popular if we move most VIR o R bhe enes ...
of that to your i | ' . )
breasts.

And we I wonder, is it
have to do L e -¥ _W a kind of reverse
something v o : vanity? That the men
about that =9 like o keep the wrinkles

hair. _—n p. VAN and sagging, while the
: . - women tiry to look
twenty-one all the
bime?

oris it just an
expectation that the
WoMen are performing
Por the men?

I wonder
how well you'll
perform.

¥ Watch
Wour step,
now. Heels are
Lricky at
Pirat.

That's right.
Work on it. Keep
sgPtening wour
Pace and your
Mmind.

We'll have to oul s By
come Lp With 2 TR ' - . bhe Gime we
new name Por SN get to the club,

Wou. BTG ' Wou won't even
' recognize
Wourselp!

And neither will
anyone else.

Meanwhile ...

Ginarrr?
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TWo nights [ater. Or maybe three? I,

Hey, nice to
see You again. All
better after that

crowbar to the
Pace, I hope?

We're going
to Galk to your
boss. No need Lo
get vp.

Bosay!
CHUCK!

sorry,
they can't
come to the
phone right

ROW.

Damn it, I've gob tio
Find better guards.

What do
Wou want?




Is that all?

I didn't do it:. And even iP I
did do it you wouldn't be able to
prove it. IF there's even anything
to prove.

Maube they're just on a bender
somewhere, Maube they'll
turn Up in @ Pew days and
Wou'll look really
stupid.

I don't care who Wou're
working Por, and I'm not
scared of Wou. 80 get the hell
out oF MYy oPPice and stop
wasting my time.

Just wondered if you had any
comment on the convenient
disappearance of your
competition. Nice to have the
Wwhole thing to yourself, huh?

We Pigured you'd say
somebhing like that.

... We'll be in touch.

Wait,, that's really
itZ You barge in here
just to polke me and

then Wou leave?

No, they're just
patient.

They are patient.

They want Wou to know they are
watching. They'll keep watching until
Wou make a mistake. Then they'll
deal with you.

I am not that
patient, though.

Who are you?
How did Wou--

A couvple of days later. I
don't know why we were
Making one last pass

bhrough the Souk, I have many
- -

names.

You will not need
any of them.

I mean, lildan's
disappeared now
too, 80 even if we

stock bo oup
original goal ...

No, I agree.
There's nothing
else we ¢an do.

i
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7 Not really. |
. ( A little Prustrated, ' by N | P
L maybe. X »
/s U |
| ,r"rl::;; ! T

W e

ot = atill, it's annoying that we'll
s : : FL M s probably never know what actoally
X - — happened to them.
disappearances, but they were '‘— '
- ; horrible people and Prankly |
=8\ everyone i5 better off if thel) s
< _1.}‘ hever come back. LSS




