Some kind
of Pight:Z

You don't
scare s/

That poor
ereatore ... I don't
think it started that
Pight ... I Peel like ...

poaD 0 Ok

{'.:"

it

'] r..

.....
llllll

Poison wou and let
Wou rot in the sun!

remember ... Ghere were
two like that and they were
attacking ... somebody?
Who didn't ...

Ch, that's
right.

% You better not be _
. vicious. You don't seem i
; like Wou are ...

I didn't see N
¥ eibher of them

sting you. I think
they may have only
gotben you a liktle? §
seratched you,
maybe?

You're all
right. Now Wou
should get out of
here before they
come back.

Come on,
shake it ofP

@et ovt of here!

I should tell you,
though ... I have no idea
where I'm going.

Well, vh ...
I mean, that's
up tio You.




LEYNA'S PUBLIC OFFICE IN THE SOUK.-

It's been disgustingly
quiet. I'm worried one oP these
days I'm going to doze oPF while I'm
sitting here. I think I may have
picked Purniture that's too

comPortable.

Disgustingly quiet is a pretty
good outicome. I was worried you'd
be Plooded with people who had
complaints Por me ... or worse,

Jog strumk s
You're sure?®

UL A, SOLE EMPLOYEE.

I5 she doing

Maybe I should put a bell
on the door, in case I do and
SOMEDNE COMES in.

There have been a Pew.
Mostily people who want to
gripe about serille.

Pretty sure.
I can go check My
notes ...

Who was he
looking Por?

Someone
named Gina
Howard.

The name sounded kind
of Pamiliar, and I could

have pointed him
soMewhere ...

Well ... there

was something
about him I didn't
trust. I wasn't sure he
wanted to Find her For
anybhing good.

I think your
instincts were
probably sound.

Y'know?

IF he comes

back, don't give him

anything. I'll tell Gina
he's looking For her, and
she can decide what to

do next herself.

Oh! '
Hello, Ms. Barker.
My name's Fane.

The Woman wWho
was stuck in A0
inberspace. It took me V=
a second to recognize
You. It was hard to tell
what you looked like
there.

" I'm glad to see
you're OK. We were
worried when you

And be careful.
I don't know iP it's still the
¢ase -- he's been Missing Por
years -- but at one time he
Was a very dangerous -~
HelloZ

... Ghe thing is, I'm
net sure Yyou're going to
believe it ...

disappeared. BY the time
we got the bedders to
confirm you'd been

interrupbed, you were
dlready back in.

Is that what
happened? I don't
remember any of it ... I tried to
go through a broken portal, and
then I had a lot of, well, bad
dreams, I guess ... and then all
oF a sudden [ was awake ...
like, really awake ...

Anyway, I wanted
to thank Wou. For
getting me out.

IP you don't :
remember any of it,
how do you khnow I

got you out?

FANE GETS THROWN INTL INTERSPACE IN #52 AND SETS BESCUED FEOM IT IN #5E.

Anyway, you're very
welcome ... and thank you
Por coming to Pind me. I
appreciate it.

OMK, bhere's this
woman. I guess she's a
woman. What she really is
e UM ... Bhe's kind of like @
ghost, I guess. I mean, You
¢an see through her. And
she's blue.

She visited me the other
hight: -~ just appeared out of
nowhere -- and told me what

happened and said if I wanted to
thank You, this was where I
should go look.

It was all very weird.
And very Past. I didn't even
Pind out her name.

Are you a resident: of
the Souk?

—

something

phrpopular?

.:

Aﬂﬁalub&[y!

Come on in. Don't

L Mind me [Wing down
on the job.

What ¢an I do
Por you?

What were
You about to
say to her?

"1 was going to
/" warn her that Sprue

~ Was how she got

Well, I was ... bot it
seems like all my Priends
have lePt ... I'm thinking of
moving to Serenity. I know
people there.

Pirst place.

stuck

in inberspace in the

But she wasn't.

gprue didn't have

anything to do with the
Souk coming apart.

I hope it works
out Por wou.

That was Input.

I wouldn't say that.
che's really been stepping
up tihe street patrols,
Kitties everywhere,

Most of the Polks
here don't have any
complaint, I don't think. It's
only the ones who want to do
somebhing sleazy and can't
that are pissed ofP
about it..

Other than that,
hothing ... ch, no, I lie.
There was one other. A guy
who was looking Por a missing
S person and wondered if
A We knew anything.

Huh.
What was his name?
I wonder iP it was

anybody I khow. Uh .

something kind of
blunt? I have it written
down, but ...

strunk, that was it.
Joe strunk.

Well ... I
was told this
was where I shovld
go if I wanted to
speak to Leyna
Barker?

That's correct ...
and today is your [ucky
day! You can avoid the
middleman!

This is her,
right here.

Her name is sprue.

And wou should
probably know ...

... ho, actually,
hever mind.

You don't trust bhis
Sprue person, huh?

... I'll get: back to
Wou on that.



THE DESERT AREA OF THE YARDS SEFARATES THE HILL COUNTRY FEOM THE JUNSLE-
IT'S CONSIDERED UNINHABITED AND UNINHABITABLE, THOUGH THAT'S NOT STRICTLY TRUE.

SINCE THE EFFECT OF THE NEARLY-IMPASSIBLE DESERT IS TO MAKE THE JUNGLE AREA . o
DIFFICULT TO REACH == A LONG DETOUR THROUGH TREACHEROUS FOREST ON THE WEST OR AN 4
ERUALLY HAZARDOUS TRIP DOWN THE BEACH AND THROUGH THE HOT SWAMP ON THE EAST --
SOME PEOPLE HAVE WONDERED IF PAULINE BARKER PUT THE DESEET HERE FOR Exﬂan..r THAT
PURPOSE, SINCE IT DOESN'T SEEM TO HAVE Mam% v g s i o s W

PALLINE ISN'T .'.‘iﬁ‘.-"?H&, AND Hﬂ?HEETE.-ﬂ ﬁIT THIS POINT SHE MAY NOT REMEMBER WHY SH&@."D g

I thought deserts
were supposed Lo

Nasty,
nasty, all time

Make bad, nothing but
bad all time!
Mess with poor Dezil!

J‘! Bug Por real!
: Only trouble Por

other bugs now!

Fix you boo! '
Make trouble Por |
each obher now! |

in MY head With meZ

I think? And then she v

got out and ... e

Blue lady
Friend!

Mean to Pezil!

Ne Punl!

We need to get
away bePore she

Zeesyps. '

f.

I don't think I
¢an oukron her,
she Plies Past ...

Nasty ]

dog thing!

Try eat Dezil!
ake You

something tiny/

sta
away Prom
Pezil now!
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E THE OFFICE OF THE DATA ABCHIVIST, SOMEWHERE IN SERENITY- - _I

. "’i el N3
— ... iP 5he's going
" to keep insinvating
herself into everybody's
business, I need to know
whether I can trust her. I
don't think that's too
| Muchbo ash ... 48

Look,
Wou are very
clearly prepared
to give my words
&/ undue weight. I don't
Mmind throwing that
weight around when it &
| isPacks. My opinions, |
'_‘j-.j though, are no more A
e valuable than b
anyone else's Al

I don't want to
prejudice wou. What
i MY opinions are
wrong? You need to
Porm your own
opinons.

I'm &rying to! And _
( Your opinions would go a
\ long way toward helping
=, Me Witih that!

_._._,_-—I___i—n_

" 80 she was in my head .
7/~ With me, I don't know how, and ™
| then ... something exploded? I
< think?

4

~~_  And she got out:? o
e

-

T—— —

—_—

.r"f-'r_ _Hlll'll::‘""-
i i 1‘L"'-..
S DI'mpretty ~ @

[ sure that's when ]

\ My head got

\_ Messedop. /.
e i

—

7/ Now there's all
( kinds of sbuPPI
can't remember.
\  Like My name. Sabied
B i }
e ¥ 3
\ix__' -~ /" But I think I need to Bind )

~==! the blve lady. And I know she's
N somewhere in here.

S

= Hew

; a\i‘ here!!
bl .I. JKJ . "

... they're tioo

Par away.

OP courseit's

speculation!

I can't ask wou Por Pacts.

There areno Pacts here.

But you're '
asking Por
speculation.

e

i i
I mean, do you want
to have any kind of
F—— an‘visarg role, or don't you?
You won't: give opinions, but
halP the time you won't
give Pacts either. LRSS
.. Il ‘-hh- e~

;I ".L -

(I T
b IP you think your ‘[

Y Mmission is just bo watch
| history Plow by and not do
| anuthing with the inPormation,
Pine, that's valid. say so and
I'll stop asking wou
guestions.

: But I got the
=/ impression that you did
S have some interest in
| helping direct which way
% the river Plows Prom
' Lime to time ...

I believe
gprue is sincerely
repentant. And I believe
she sincerely wants
: to help.

" I'M not in the
business of giving
opinions.

Your opinions are t‘-h\;\ |
only things I have! You've
talked t.o her more than

anyone else ...

~ You know, I
J/can't help you Pind
Ruby ... but I'll be glad
when you do. IF Por no
other reason, I hope it
will improve your

That may nob
spedk to trustin any
way, though. She has her
ownh ideas about how to

do things.

I don't know ip
she can help me.

But I keep
having dreams
about her, 50 I think
it's got to be

important. And it's not like I

" You know, I'm glad bo N\

" have you along, especially )
( since it seems like the wisp
N can'k touch you ... :
T o

——

- : \[hv_./' 4

-

.. bub I
need
something to
caifyou.

I mean, one
of s should
have a name.

have anything else

lePt to chase.

K ' /
7" But I remember {
| them! They're the blue
; lady's people!

s

#
f

- o i i*'l-
] "r,‘._ i

L

“:'

[ That's as may
be, but ...

Peon't hold
your breath. S

have two Zones
lePt to scan ... one
of those is going to
be nearly impossible

to arrange, and I

don't have great

hopes Por either
oF them. j

How about
“Sandy"?
Is that OK?

. They're heading ™,
deeper in ... they must be
. going back to wherever it
. i she lives.

I can't cabch up with N o -
them, but now I know what f &
directiontogo ... /4 .

I

... or at [east it's
a better guess.

A
A,
_..-""':-" - gt b
T w i
" P - .
o Ty N e
i A B P N
% ) L Lt
o ek Bt
4 "

5

L 3

= i
r.‘_-..l-h!l.'q‘r R Y "‘.



3\

CENTURY-

— J _'.'
s ... and she said, 4)
= "What, wou don't want to
tdo anybhing with Teena
becavse she's a villainz"

T

Now, wou're going to
Fix my Priend and --
Hey!

Pon’t just walk
away From me!

You want me to
knock you around?

sometimes it's hard to
tell whether something is just
the vsval shenanigans or it's
an actual disturbance.

KEEFPER OF THE

THESE DAYS. NOT
ENTIERELY HAFFY
ABOUT THAT-

” Doesn't seem to me
like there's all that much
difPerence, really.

And I'm like, no, dummy,
: that's not it, we do stUPF with
villains all the time, that's the way it
Works, Wou have a Pight, everybody
has Pun, then you all go party
together after ...

It's not the way Teena
aﬂf-aIwhen she's being a villain
that I have a problem with, it's WWW/
the waw she acts the rest of JEEO i
the time. She's --

iy

Becavse I will, I --

MINT
A AND NINA,

TWE OF MOLLY'S
TEAMMATES.

Molly doesn't like to play the
herces-and-villains games. She
only wants to inbervene when it
gets ouvt of hand.

Well, I Peel the same
way she does ...

A voice of
reason!

... bhey're converting
anybody who comes into
range of that spark Pield
instantiy. And it looks like it's
keeping all of them in
electrical contact with
each other.

Yeah. They already
have the whole street.

' v -- &igh -

L W e

e

I'm @ hero, Wou know.

Even if I don't have a name yet.

What's your problem?

That's viral level.
IPit's not a legitimate
disturbance now, it will be
once they keep going For a
Pew more minutes,




This'll blow wou over,
lighthing rods!

"y
Y Well, I dolike the hero

|\ game, andI haven't
)\ played it in days.

I'mgonnagoe 5
sweep them ofF
their Peet.

Pon't Ply too close.

How about Wou
stay downs

< No, they're real

’
g You know how to bad at that.
.' do outreach, huh? Ok,

\ that makes this more
complicated ... 4 ‘|
] [
' [ I‘ Ay
AN &
”‘ lI”“ =
-
4 :
I

el
| =

u
Wil

" 1knock 'em down, they -4 L 'O " % - -
¢ just get back vp again ...and ; 5 ' F. o A W,
\ can't hib them any harder without . AP e g™ 5.

getting too close ... WM. , - e

And they're
wandering ofF in all
directions.

And Mint just X
radiced me that
she's pretty sure
they're all sending
signals to each

We're geing to
need something a
little --

Hey there.
Did you miss me?




.. . i | ~
DUSK, AND A PAUSE TO REST- =il

I think she's
asleep ... 1
don't want to
st.artle her...

BotiPI
cabeh her when Dezil, I just want to

she's low-key, talk to Wou ...
maybe she'll
listen ...

I hate this place.
It's dry. It wears me out.
Makes me Peel weak.

e

> Ibelonginthe <
swamp. I like it there.

I'm Eired of people putting
me in all these places 1
don't belong, and doing

She got big things to me.

... bhat's good ...
she's g lot more
coherent when
she's big, I
remember ...

Then WHH not
go back o the
swamp? What's
stopping You?

I have to Pind her. I'm
going to Pind her, and I'm <
going to make her pay. And I'm going - =
to get; tg her | I get to
bePore you! | EElstibary
o Not you!
4he barely even did
 anything to you!

can't
Pollow me if
You're stuck in
one place!

We've shared a
body, Dezil.

Big
Punny plant!
Nice deep roots!
Grow here I don't think
good! Wou have any
surprises Por me
anymore,

['ve picked vp some of

AT ! Al AR & o af Gonna get to
What's going on in there ... [F Get awaw = L

You're too
slow! Never
catch me!

You can't Pix me!
There's nothing to Pix!

. I wish I'm Pine just like T am/

wou'd let me
help you try to
sart it out.

Why does
everybody want to
Mess with me all
the time?




| THERE ARE ENSUSGH DIVE BARS IN THE COBBLES
| THAT WE'RE NOT SURE WHICH ONE THIS IS-

Frank, Wou khow
I'm not the kind of
person Who pulls the
trigger until I
A absolubely have to.

E IS

>
!ﬂ

]
¥

T ap.

W

But it's
getbting so I'm
running out of other
explanations. Some of
Lhis just doesn't make
any sense any

other way. -

—-‘H-

Fair.
But you don't have enough to go
on yet ... I mean, we wouldn't
even know where to --

[:" -- do Wou hear

\\ MUSICF

What: she said
... it shook & libtle
more lpose.

The blue |ady is the
one who put us both in the
same body, somehow.

I don't remember why she did it.
Maybe she didn't have a
reason.

T ; f
- ]
5 _— Yot
! : |
- i
K, i
&
h
- e —
- _
: *l E e :
- Fi e

7 80 maube the blve radnj' - -,-,;_-_- 'D
(;EWtPFMng.”bubIsmu <

need to Pind her. S

Sl

I just Peel like
nothing gets solved

until I do that,
W'know?

OK, but even iP
Wou're right,
50 what?

And while I can see
why Dezil Peels the way
she does ...

... 8he wants to
punish the blue lady,
but I want the blue
l[ady's help.

I need to Pigure
out a way to get to
her bePore Dezil, which
isn't going to be easy,
I don't: bhink.

Look, Ulster pulled
bhis shit and he got
taken apart. Now he can't
B get anybody Lo give him A
the time of day. 43"

Then Church made
hisplay ... and he got
busted 50 bad that
nhobody's 50 much as
smelled him since
bhen.

-

7 IP somebodu's doing
another power grab, how
long do Wou think it's going
o last?

g S
Sy e

7 You're not: looking
l\ at this Prom the
. Pight angle.

-

-

I can arrange Por

Wou to hear it lovder.

IP you'd like.

... L guess I owe you
something Por this?

'(}f?ﬁr‘fi . |
Ulster got a ot oAy |
' Purtiher than he should i
i/ have. What I heard, he only got:
| stopped because he went Por it
a little too hard, a liktle too
Past, and the wrong
people noticed.

¥ And Church nearly
had everybody under
his control. He only got
stopped becauvse, again,

some people From other Zones
noticed, and saved our
butts. And we're s&ill
cleaning up the mess

Prom that.

I don't want to wait
Por someone else to notice
and save our asses this time.
We've got to be able to handle
S\ bhis kind of thing ourselves.
. Before the shit hibs the Pan,
> Por a change.

Uh, Leland ...
I just remembered
some business [ have
to go attend to ...

As it happens, there is a price.
But don't worry, it's not horrible.

That's both
¢wnical andnaive

of wou.

IF wou thought:
there was going to be a
price, you should have S8
settled that Pirst. 48

You're just going to
owe Mme a Favor.

What is
that over
there?




I'm not
here to make
trouble, 1
pPromise.

I'm looking
Por a wisp. Little
bloe woman with
butterPly wings.

Q | oWy H F

- ZZTRANGER M
PEZERT VERY BAD.
I TROUBLE. ALWAYZZ

TROUBLE.

Are you ...
Uh, did she ...
Did she pass |
through here? &

T IS A Y AN
2 +ia ' - ¥ MAKEZZ
N poIZON.
. i
,..i. X

ToNLY PAIN
weee. 4

NO
ONE PAZEZZ
NERE. NEVER. e |

L ALONE. ALWAYZZ | o W L, POIZON.

A 4
g ‘4t e |
! ' |- ‘ )
ALONE. ] g "N - % g X ad 4% ﬂl =
-0 A\ , %‘* poizon g

F{\ N MAKEZZ
b PAIN.

r

PAIN AND ,

=

YOU WILL
ZLEE.

what ... what
did Yoo ...

::'F"' ‘e "-'.’E'h',. IIJ"ull.
sorry Lo hear
that, but --

... Sandy, waib ...

[ ... don't leave ...
Heed ...




I've gotten vsed to
the idea that people just ...
show up diPPerent one day. I mean,

You know, with
those horns, you're
going to tear Lp the I did. Nina did.
sheets a lob.
Bub Wou ...

I know something happened,
in the Yards. I can tell. I don't
know what, though.

And I realize you may neb
want to talk about it ...

I de think You should
know. I think you're
entitled to know.

IP that's the
But not tionight, Ok?

biggest worry ...

Poes that

I willsay this: there's a
lob going on in the Yards that
the rest of us don't know about.

mean you'll need
to go back? I sure

hope not.

I want to Pocus on
Century. I've barely made
MY pedce with being a

troubleshooter here. I don't
want to have to be one
there too.

Things that don't make a lot: of

sense, sonetimes.,
IP it does happen, it'll be an

emergency. someone will have
gotten in over their head.
But it covld happen.

And my mother Well, if it does
i5 right in the happen ...

Middle of it.

... bhis bime I
want you to take me
witih you.

She chased away the
wasp aPter it stung me ... I
thought she wasn't going to

come back ...

Mmm. The wasp.
Yes. We must
discuss that.

Why are you
here? This is not @
Priendly place.

I'm trying
to Find somechne.
A blue woman. She
lives in the desert.
I'm not sure

Where. You must have

' very important
}ffﬂﬁ ;:}?grg;g:‘!h business with her, to
come this way with

not even a path.

some water,

She would not lie in
any other place. she is
i guarding yov. .

I don't know what my
business is. I don't
remember. I don't even

step carefully,
remember my name.

though.
Let her Sleep.

: | - Yy ‘F
" dreams ... and sh hnévﬁﬁiﬁ’n MRy r?‘l
| dredms ... and sne ' ' -"'..r-_- - e
5 Wou have no path. bt Ao AaL S
Your dog does. I smell

T keeps appearing in As 1 say.
bhe wasp on her. She will

bhem ...
e 3, lead Wou there. oY

Bub I have ... That is becavse

S

The Gaja. W - - 2\l
M. x - | i R 2 oY “x\
T L R \7%*:-1 e 3§
' S5~ And what do I do ™
when I get there? My
guns are just designed to
scare things off ... I don't } ¥
_ , bhink that's bhe answer i
-I:'.:';l I can show Wou | | by 9% kel ol B
y £ how to Pind your blue f " B
J o woman. But Pirst you ~ B
No. And I do not
want to kill her. Only

b L

A _ i o
MUSE help Me. A v ]
A% - -‘J . .____.:_.-,:::E_:' o RO & - h to stop her.
) & 4 i g , A ! _' - E '

... and the Gaja
told me that was
important ...

... and I think I need
to Pind her to get my
Memory back ... but it's
hard to know if I'm going
the right way ...

The wasp must
be stopped, and I
cannot do it myselP.
She will not let me
hear her.

You will go (e
back to her and B
stop her. 4

I will give wou
something Por it.
Po not: Pear.



... are you
all right?

NEVER ALL RIGHT.
NEVER ALL RIGHT. PAIN.
ALWAYZZ PAIN.

P s i , ' 7 YOU Were
/" st0PP was she gave Y b [ ZuppPOZE€D TO ZNARE

. ‘ ( Ip )
| me to drink, it'3 not 5 - t ,_ | PAIN/ PAIN AND
""'x.,‘__aQJ"EEI'HQ with me. : i : . » . .

-
o, T

Anyway, this
should be it. Not
that I have any idea

what I'm supposed ’ :
to do next. . -
AV 1think maybe E ZELFIZH!

T

—— /' you'dbetter stay ¥ 1 ZELFIZH!

|: back. IP she sees you i N WON'T ZHARE!
| she may run ofP. But iP | :

N, I uell, come belp, / . st =
h Ouz

YOu WiLL
ZHARE! YOU HAVE
TO ZHARE! POI1ZON

AND PAIN/

B . k A
7 4 Y Now, hold on -- '\, ¥

' don't you come any | 8

" N closer... .

o~
-'J

S Especially since
I'm Peeling really )
grossand I Might EeE
- : h  haveto-- T

H =]
1

y h."‘-.“'..- ¥
~ e o T+
Py * )

= o™

ZHE MAPE ME
THIZZ! PIP ZHE
\ TELL YOU THAT?

ZHe DD THI1Z2Z!
ZHe PP THI1Z2Z!

r ZHE

L v s . i > . 1 /" BROUGHT ME
ZHE ZZENT YOU B b g | THIZZ PAIN ...

: . S - o " [ TAND IT 1ZN'T
AZZ ATRAP! ‘ > _ - ENOUAH FOR

NOT ENCUEH
FOR HER -- NOT
ENOULH —— WHY LAN'T
ZHE LEAVE ME
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She said you made
her a wasp.

And what: she is
now ... that's called
Por too?

Even
More 80,

She was nothing
but hate and pain long
bePore I ever saw her. I
only gave her a shape
that matched.

I did not khow she
would try to spread her
hate to obhers, or that she

it I've done

R [ rlij-:mr' dirty work
iy o or You. You said
e | 1o0'd Bell me Where
' to Pind the blue

lady now.

\
.
. !

I did not.
I said I would
Show Wou Aow to
Find her.

You are a seer.
But you have never
learned how to
Porce a Pocus.

have not, or you
would already have
done what you
heed to do.

And I know why
You have not. It is
because Wou chose

the wrong
teachers.

valley and never vse their |

The Gaja do not want
seers oLk in the world.
They do not want any
seers except Gaja.

They expect their g
seers to sit in their T

abilities Por anything
with purpose.

S P

Teu have no

7 need to Porce Pocus, N
becauvse they wait For

their visions and then
spend the rest of their
time chewing them
like cows.

Forcing Pocus is
Por seers who are
vsing their skill, making a
living From it ... becavse
they cannot aPPord to
wait Por a vision to
come unbidden.,

would Pind someone here to
spread it to. That cannot be
permitted. And now she -
fannok. _ e £S5 You're not a Pan of
- ; : ' the Gaja. I sort of got
that bePore, the way you
s3id their name.

SEVERBAL HOUES LATEE-

r
o

G4
Fn You must try not to
N | let the Pirst Plash
KA\ |  interropt your
O\ concentration. OPten /7
N, bhereis more.

. el
. G

Yes, I understand ...
. but I sawher!
OFP in that direction ...

Good.
Now you will be able to do it
. dgain when you need it.

Which wou will.
It is diPPicult to stay on
path in this place.

Especially if wour
path is diFficult to
begin with.

Your Priend here is
immune to many things.
Keep her close and that

may help you.

I think it is a
, Very nice saddle.

The dunes
are in that
direction. You
must watch Por
worms, It is best
not to stand s&ill.
Po not rest
there.

That's not

¢annot rest

beyond that either,
becauvse then Wou will
enter the sandstorm, |
where you mush take £

. care not to lose e
yourself,

You would Bind it I
nearly impossible to get
through bhe dunes on foot.
You need to be able to
Move with speed.

She may also be
able to help woL with
: passage through the
I've already dunes ...
05t mysell. Ja

- ...IPshe is
Not as much as willing.
Wou think. You have
more to lose ... that
Wou would not want
to do without.

I am not saying to run the
Whole way ... but there will be
times when Wou need to run,

b iMmmediately, and Past.

You sure you're OK
With this, sandy?

= . -

IP she were
hot,, she waould
hot have let me

put it on. A T

L

{"f But You need not :J
\ Pemember it.

N i

™ - f -ll- o
o il
“H._|__|___ —"-.."-— g
— -
- e

s '

/" 1 doubt we will

ever see one

\ another again.

7 You know, Yyou've S

helped vs 0 much, and
A et you haven't even

y told s Wour name ...

You have
not asked.
Nor given

Yours.

I don't know mine.
That doesn't count.



DE. £HAPMAN'S MEDICAL FACILITY, SERENITY.-

Yeah, I Pound this
preset. I think this
must be what I
actually look like.

entirely sure
Wou'd be coming
back.

Though I also .
haven't used it in a long
Gime, it said ... 50 what
does "actually look like"

even mean then?

Anyway, I like it
better. I don't want
to look like a doll
h  person anymore. 4

Poes that imply it
didn't do any good? I see
You've changed appearance,
50 You Must have gotten
something ...

... [ also Pound
_ oub MY name.

Maybe.
There were some return locations
| that I'd saved ... and some contacts.
L Some of them are Pamily. A mother

; and a sistenr, looks like.

L :, éﬁ:ﬁ-ﬂﬁgp Bub You can keep calling me
TR Cog" if you want.

I mean, at least I know I'll respondto
that ... iP someone calls me "Cindy" I
prabahrp won't even realize :
they're talking to me.

FE e

s
i " "‘.n-.

2o I guess
now I visit those
places and people
and see if any of them

can tell me
something about
Mmyself.

There's ncrbhfrlq
there. It doesn't;
Mean anything to me,
Whknow?

When you
got me to
remember my
recall, I was hoping
going there would
shake something

J

It's better
than nothing.

Marginally.

I'm sorry. 7 Come back iP You

want to bry more
recovery 5essions. ,

There really
was nothing else
pseful?

Y 2t

IF You DON'T KENEW WHAT HAPFPENED T& coé, You'LL NEED THE FINAL SCENE OF B5Y ... WHICH WON'T MAKE SENSE WITHOUT |
BEADING ALL £OF #53-54 FIBST, AND AT LEAST ONE SCENE IN #49 ... SOMETIMES IT'S JUST LIKE THAT ARSUND HERE.

i e

I know Wou don't think
Wou've done enough, but
You did mere than I could
. have hoped Por. &

I guess "no
excibement" is a
good thing here,
but, wow.

-- i5 the ground moving?

Not even so
Mmuchasarock...I
don't know about Wou,
but I'm having a hard
time staving awake
just Prom the --




Hey, see vp
bhere? There's
somebody else!

OK, 50 that's
what the worms
look like.

Good to know.

h

sandw, you're
going to have to lose
it on your own.

Any direction wou
want. See if you can
Pind one it: doesn't
want to go.

Steer Por them! They
may know how to get this
bhing off our buths!

Hey, wait.!
No!
Pon't run ofp!

That could
have been a
Mistake.

You khow
perfectly well
everything out here's an
enemy until proven
otherwise.

S nhow they won't
v, get toprove &
. otherwise.
» TELTAS

-
Besides, N\
they were
leading that
worm straight
to us,

THE TROPICA CLUB, SERENITY-

--- PIET VOORDER,
WHEM WE SNLY

BECENTLY FOUND 2UT

HAS A LAST NAME -

S lle sits in his ofPice all day. Tt
doesn't look protected, but it is.
He doesn't go anywhere else.

Then, at the end of the
day, he goes home ... and
he's so careful about that I

haven't been able to tail him.

And iP I can't tail him ...

FELL-

WHE PROBABLY
HAS A LAST NAME,
BUT WE'VE NEVER
LEAENED IT. \

The guy doesn't ™
do anything. As Par
as I can tell, he doesn't |
have any interests at
ail. I'm still not sure
why Wou want to
trash him.

He has it
coming.

So I suppose we're also
not going to tell them they don't
want to go that way.

We ¢can't cateh vp
with them anyway.
Whatever that thing is,
ib can move.

They'll eibher
Pigure it out or
they won't.

Well, maybe so, but I don't
have the right tools. Ik's been
dlmost three months and I haven't
Found a wau.

You're going to
heed an infilkrator
and an algorithmist.
Ideally, both in the
SaAME person.

Should I start
looking?

... I may already
have somebody.



(

_‘,.""'_H_-—-_H"‘“\.‘\
/15 thisthe ™, _—
blue fadg‘a '

place?

.. well, I A

/7 can'tsayit wasn't N

{ what I was expecting,
A becauvse I wasn't =
S expecting anything £33

e

¥

ofPF.

OW, iP this is
the blue lady's
place, this is awPully
mean of her, becauvse I
don't believe For a
minute that these
statues are just
statves.

Bot I don't
khow what I can

do about them.
It looks like

there's a big room in
the center. Let's go
check that.

r ’:ﬁp‘ . ¢
F 7 ... bub somebhing
-+ | about this Peels ... |

sandy, I think we've
got the wrong address.
Whatever went down in this
place, it Peels like it was a
long time ago.

We shouvld head
back out --

BUT You! vou
CLEARLY WANT IT,
S0U neel® 1O
SUBMIT SO BADPLY.
TO LeT OTHeRS
SHAPE YOLU.

L ——

For one
bhing, it's
Falling apart. It
sure doesn't look
like anwbody
ackually lives
here.

4
- 1

Unless it
just looks like
that on the
outside ...

IT HAS Been A

LONG TIME. SO

LONG. NO ONe
COMes ANIMOKRE.

I SHALL STRIP S0UR
SOUL AND LeAve AN
OBJIECT OF €TERNAL
BeAUTS M ITS PLACE.

COh, You can't get:
through that doorway,
¢an you? OK. stay close,

I'm éu&t gonna peek in
or a second ...

HM.

You're not missing
anything. More of the
same, scared statues

all over the place.

I SUPPOSE PEOPLe
NO LONGER HAVE
THE WILL FOR
CACRIFICE.

That's what
she told me.
IN #55.

She said I let
everything puvsh me @
around. That I just go |
with the Plow all the §§
time without ever
putting up any
resistance.

Even iP she was
right;, I'm getting
L real tired of it.



What, this mask?

It's right over here
where you dropped it.
Come get it..

You made them
crumble apart
instead of letting
them go?

Pid you start out this
horrible, or did You have
to work at it?

They were
mine/They
belonged to me!

hot Lo have

a

_. “'?\1-

@ive me back "
MY Mask! |

I can't -- you
-- Ghe mask is
everything ... e Give it to me
& and I'll spare you, [
I swearit ...

them, then no one They are sand

else is! how, and

sand they

will st.ay Porever!

" Stop, vou
idiot!

I'm too weak -- I
can't litt the lid ...

ninintiiier
LET ME gO/

Too
weak to
Mmove, huh?
That's a

.\ Shame.

Say, While
wou're out of
service ... what
would happen if I
took ofF their
Masks?

Are wou

-t

absolutely sure

about that? 4S8

. F

5 ; v I
T . -\.g

You
i ﬁhﬁ i
Wou belong to me! You
can't do this!

I command
You to stop!

You cannot

have them!

Pon't
- hkk --

L don't bouch me!

keep away
Prom me!

.. I think I'll just
[eave this here.




THE SCHOLZ ESTATE, HIGHPLOINT ---

Even
though we're
watiching Por her,
she covld sheak
back in.

Though I don't
really think
she'll try.

HONOR DELP-

SOBT OF RUNNING
HIGHPOINT, AT LEAST t
TO THE EXTENT THAT ‘x - LOUISE SOILEAU.-
ANYONE IS. d NOT ENTIRELY HAPPY
. y WITH THAT, BUT KNOWS
‘9 THAT IF SHE HAS A
s COMPLAINT, SHE'LL

JUST HAVE TS TAKE &N
SOME OF THE JoB.

I,iL{*E*Lj- 5 You better hope she doesn't.
wonder iF it's Becauvse if she does come back
hecessary. and she sees this, it's just going

Well, we don't :
have permission to to give her a grodge.

delete the space
outright, so we have
. bo clean it out bhe h
Hﬂb "Hhat I 1.""--_I_I L‘harrd “rau_ "E-hEJd h-ﬂ"u’E one ﬂ‘urp bL}ti o I
1;';5'32!; E;fffﬂu : anyway. mean, it I Pound out all
Y ot My sEUPP had been
: destroved ...

Among other
reasons, bo make the
space harder Por someone We're not: being
to use without our quite that horrible
noticing.

"T've got people going through f.-

the place. They're storing - |

anything that looks like 2 R

personal possession or o
sentimental valve. If she does ' Iﬂ%”iﬁf,"'ﬂrd \ 7/ Twouldn't even ™\
show her Pace again, she can Scholz just | | touch that iP we didn't |

have all of that." oS Sanglh \_ have gloveson ... /

-
-

| X __.-'. 2 =3 = —

7 gkill can't N - . —
7 e : \

( believe her IF,EH?*;'."’E':T t.t \ |

. bedroom looks | . mffgm;g'r'm / | cleanit Pirst, |
TG LRI ... © \ Misty. Honestiy! /

e o S
L
",

/7 TI'mgoingto N\

e e 2 o

|'| T ~<a i T = - ,-==‘:"'--;__:=_____ ———
7 Maybe she ™ - Ok, but ... Yal,
v ol % F":'rl 3” we -""-,I |'Ill ¥ Lol ren’ r
wasn't the one know, she kept | ‘59 . tﬂt.'-jﬂﬁgae y t hard
|I Ry i g

who was into 1
ity r[-":lt - that around to vse | B
h Lﬂ‘:-i'-l&":- |Hd / o :Lﬁ' d aAhalz Fy
anuthing? < onLord Scholz.

b
- "k

T W
[ She kept me a5 a
\ pawn. For years.

7~ Hey, this has ™\ 5

drawers! some of '

these weird blobs in e | "
the corners are ) : zy p You khow

cabinets! | - i ¥ Wwhat being a pawn

/i _ I Y waslikeZ? I covldn't

B even move on my own.

. "\ Rooks had to carry me

S to wherever I was

».  stationed.

e,

"

I'll go check : I'IllllI ki
the others. A I don't e
i bhink Ghis is
gonna make it tio -
storage. Alittle Pun is the o
I think it's about least of what that =
to disappear. 8 bitch owes me.

How are You
holding up?

What i that
noise

-l.l-i.."" 5

S Lhnowyol S

:; probably want to | s,
stop ...s0do] ... (NS

but she said we R SES

TS shouldn't rest in frll.. %{'
. bhe dunes ... (SNSRI

N T ot
LUy - S

; " s

M =

TREL SR . and there Y\ RS
SAlal 4 just keep being J o
W More dunes ... S

.-'Il.

-
&

TR i
” "] -ill"}ll'r'll
""-|I||.'|

e

And I think I
see bhe
problem.

sandy, those are Eibher those =~

.,
L

the creatures the big things ate the
two people were riding. riders ... or those big
The ones who ran things are the riders ...
away Prom vs. and I bet it's the
second one.



hahahahahaha!

They want to
tear each other up bub
they can't reach! Tiny
little arms!

Yes, yes, it's
hilarious.

e, _._..r"--.

e il

.—-‘1 I|I_._‘_"‘-i--.

- o S

-  §
5 L e

o Now change : deas, 0 —

\ themback. : ~ AndI'm stillgonna o
: get to the blue lady .
before you do! ‘

4 o

hever gonna

e '3- \ cabch me
i:‘::"t"ga:{ i’
e

"rk_

hever gonna

catch me never gaiid. o

catch i

A SAFE DISTANCE
AWAY, THEY STOP

TO REGROUP (AND
BE-DRESS,-

I'm sorry about
what we did before. We
\ get a little jumpy arouvnd

-. q i — - o
\,_ Strangers... . " There are a
o R = = " couple of places

4l Ib's . /  around here with
( i | bedrock the worms can't |
\ nderstandable. dig through. We use those
= as camps. The closest
\  ohe's about PiPteen
A\ Minvtes Prom here.

N Jdust Pollow us.

o

o

~ IPyou're going into T
the sandstorm you "
definitely want to rest Pirst,

We can show you the way in
the morning ... but we
won't go nearit.

"

I it that bad?

And you can't
make me!

Well ... we don't
krow iP we'd make it
out @ second bime.

Hurry!
Get on your
We need to get
oUE of here!

Even though
that worm ate
her ... I wouldn't
be surprised iP
she managed to
possessit, or
something!

We
escaped the
ﬁ aﬁdﬁtﬂ'f‘-'ﬁ
together.

We don't
krow iPf we
entered it together
. we don't know
whit we went in
there ...

We don't know what
our pameswere before we
went in ... we don't remember
anybhing about our pasts. We
don't: know how long we were in
there. Everything got
swept away.

¥ Imean,if vou wantto
Porget yourselP, I guess
it could be vseful.



MS. LEE'S ESTABLISHMENT, THE COBBLES.- :
g : » But let's see how I
! I'm kind of in a Peel aPter this. You've

: moed, so I thought |
Good evening, NS We Might have a dr%?: f?f;,-:: auﬂz%:%if E-mt '
Mp. LaPPer! It's little Something have another round

extra ... » '

time Por your
medicine!

... aPter your -
dcrl?age. iPI'm up to -
it, I'll do your ass. 2
: 4 , Anyway, let me
How's that sound? A& : get MY step, and
r ; we'll get started.

How are Wou
Peeling tonight.?

e

e

.. how's it *
| goingZ Just A
Pinishing vp, I ' i‘q'_
\ see. |
Hey, Kenzie.
No, she's been here Por &
while. Her name's Lian.
But we don't see her
7 MUCh. She has some special
customers -- three or Pour, I
think. We don't even know who
they are. We don't see them

&
! Hey, Ronna ... ¥
| who isthat? g¢

. CoMe or go.
Everything's
going well! Thanks » Even Dorie says she
Por asking. [ doesn't know. It's something
| betiween Lian and Ms. Lee and
they're not telling anubody.
And that's alf Lian does.

y Ithought I'd met
| everybody by now,

: | but I don't think I've

\ . - \ seen her before. 15

: ) ; ’ ' she new too? o

Some of the girls
think Lian is Ms. Lee's
dauvghter and that's why
she's got a special gig,

~ O\ but Ehat's just talk. Huh/

... That's very
interesting.

aR

f,..-l"_'_'_"'-..“‘_

e
T

#,.-"' !
/ OKTI've N\
[ marked the

compass with

the direction
\ Prom the Pocus
I just did.
™ #

, #
e o
/J E—:
- -““"\.

,

i
r' "
XV I hope
- [ that'll keep us
‘ ALl Prom getting

turned around
too much. /

-

___",.r'

It's
straight
_,_.—-—'_'___'_‘—-—._ .
Andiwas | ai’éﬂ:ffﬁa :p.‘g‘if'
worried we wouldn't REL { : eep
krow whether we'd ]' ; ¥ 1 going the :EEME :
5 A way we're
going now. £

~_ Peachedit. _~
Sfemimbslaing
. i

oogh.

Can't see anything ...
| I hope you're doing
A\ better than Lam... 4§

7 ... Wasn't expecting it to
get that bad that --




: gt " Hey, we all change. You'll
There she is! : L always be hot as hell to me. £
Been way too long, girl! T~ e

And lookin good, too!
Damn!

T,

F i,.r"" "“'h.,.
i |-" I'M not Who
: \ oo think --

o

That's, oh ... bhat's
not what I meant ...

Let's go get

LU

|
|

Thanks. I
dePinitely would
have been caught
Lp in that.

Especially
since he was
really hot ...

That took me by  <§ HA.
sprprise ... it came on 50\ Seraps and bits ...
Past ... [ got pulled into it |
before I even realized it /&
was happening ... &

‘ | sandy, these aren't
I'll do better next visions! I thought maube it
time. I'm ready now. was the sandstorm just,
; Y'know, putbing me in Pocus
mode or something ...

This is just junk!
LePtovers!
This is a data trash pile.

I don't know why
it's all piling vp here,
but ... We don't have to
I wonder who he pay attention to any of
thought I was? it. It's garbage.

We do have to get
through it, though.
atraightest path goes
right through whatever
that is up there.

Chunk of city
street, looks like ...

We gonna barge onin? I
don't know how hard it would
be tio try to go around ...




Whew.
Oh.
They're aPter somebody
else ... didn't even
hobice us ...

I bet we could
sneak on across --

YAAAAARY

That's right,
clear out!

-~ 0h, goodness!
And here I am sitting
on this Ailthy street!

I'll roin My dress!

Thank you so much ...
but now how do I get ovt of
this horrible place?

Uh ...
Well, can you remember
Wour recall?

[eave me dlone ...

== SEP =

.. everybody alwayth wanth
bo meth with me ...

... how did wou even get
hereZ This chunk of scrap
didn't: come From the SoLk ...
this looks more like the
Cobbles ... and wou're a long
way Prom either ...

She is not
part of this.

7 Sandy, you think Wou
c¢an take a run at those
twoZ Give 'em the Pull
angry beast.

Jou are ...

at least, it's the only name I

THEEE IS5 NEVER ENSUSH SPACE TE EXPLAIN PRISSY, BUT SHE WAS LAST SEEN IN #52.

... 1 guess
She could.

Y'know, I Peel like
something shifted,
just Ghen ...

Nothing to do
about it now,
though. I hope she
Pigures it out.

Let's get out of
here before the
meatheads decide
to come back.

Wish someone
would come along and
tell Me My name.

ever heard Por you ...

Hey, are we
getting to the end
dlready? It looks like
it's clearing, up
there ...

...and I see
something big ...




Dorie, I'm
gonna step out Por a
while. I've got some

errands.

I mean, we
don't know if this
is the blue lady's

place ... but it Peels a
lot more like it Ghan
that other --

*, Yeah. All MY rooms
8

Drip, iP I told you, wou
wouldn't believe me.

7 Yeah, that was the
| problem. There wasn't any
quality to work with. ~ /

B, Lt
"'|-|.-|.._|_ -‘-_‘_'_H_
-

-

,_;-"’fgu%ﬁ Wou missed most of it.
II’ That asshole Church got this idea
. that he was gonna be the only one in

!

N, _bhe Cobbles moving algo drugs.

-

- Anubody who was
making them, iP they didn't

want to go bhmuah him, they
. gob shplutzed, Wknow? Ovt 4

of service.

re set Por the day if
Wou need them.

I'll be back bePore the
rush starts.

,,4'_' Weu goddamn!
Where you been?

No complaints.
... Well, that's not tirue.
No big ones, anyway.

/
A

HW I bhink MoSt of bhe

/ good ones didn't want
to. All of a sudden the only
people making algos were

\ ' doing a really piss-poor 4

job of it. y

.

Church made me | :
buy Prom a guy named
LaPPer. He made such

crap, you wouldn't believe.
A\ IPI'd kept selling that, I
y  Wouldn't have any |
Sﬁamera !PFf. ,..ar
7" 501 didn't. I
got out of that line W
completely. And not
long aPter, the whole |
bhrng went to hell and [
Church !
N disappeared. &

\1.
e

Ilu-‘-'ll-'

He'd better
Pucking well be

awake, it's aPter

noon ...

> TR
I need someone N\
who's making alge
drugs. someone
trustworthy.

Not @ seller -- I
need some cusbom

work. I have to connect
. directly with an algo |

Well, I might not
get to be choosy ... 1
mean, I don't want to
deal with this LaPPer,

but if I have to ..

chemist.

/" You shovldn't be into \
[ that, Eeli. 16's OK Pon the |

rooks, but We players
\  gobba know betiter.

-—. -,

."
.‘_f

e, i

Eel:r—*ve me, rt \ y
not Por me. I .. a' (

o
—

-u,x

EELI'S STORY, IF YOU'VE &OT TIME ON YOUR HANDS, IS IN #43, #53, #55, #55, #57, AND #S8.
DRIP APPEARED IN #H4&.

e

a"

“ bhe man Porgets which shoes gr;

F
.-"llr

J —-—
..-l"' .,

I had a bad experience. Put

me ofP that stuPP Porever. No,

it's Por @ customer with some
.. very specific needs.

7 You were just

4 starting to move some

When I went away ... [
\ Pigure You only work wmh
"‘x‘ “quality ..

"

Poesan't
matter. He's gone.
At least we think so.

Habadu 5 5gen him

\ N inweeks. /‘

][

.||'

,-f"" Thew're ali gone. ™\

Anybody Who sighed on with \

Church. Personally, I think |

they all Pelt real unpopular
and lePt the zone. ./

- . P
|

——

S

.__‘H‘-

Pearly's got a diPPerent "\
ided. He thinks someone's been
taking them out. \

'|

. sometimes | '

But, you know, Pearly .. /

on Which Peet.




It must have
been a difficult
road. Yet you
endured it.

I didn't
expect bo see
Wou again.

I don't
know.
I don't know
anybhing.

Visions of you,
soMmebimes.
... OPten,

It Peels like
they're telling me I
heed to be here. That
something is supposed &
to happen here. £

Why are you

here? Why is it '
important For you S I don't know what.
to be here? : I don't know why.
| 4

e o o . e o . | | % | Prag, this is ...
You don't remember, | Y . - ' g Y. M.
do You? i . ~ ... Lotws,
We'll call you that, Por now.

Find her a good
room. She'll be staying
with us Por as long as
she needs.

Did this happen S
when You and the wisp \
separated? Did that
leave this damage? /

Get her some Presh
clothes as well.

And a bath.

I'd ask how that
came about, but I'm
50re Wou wouldn't be

able to tell me.

Imah, is that a
good idea? What iF she's
here For ... well, revenge,
For example?

/" You are a
very strange
creatore.

She ¢an hardly
seek revenge iF she

: B A can't remember why .
v / & ‘\ she'd want it. And iP she does

remember?

o :,"1;
o - Then we will act L | bl Pt © Why haveyou
accordingly. it - chosen to make Wour |8

; { path with her? _

,#_?;;,J- I've done her wrong, Nuri. I | g % | ik | g g

tried bo give her a purpose. F 2ad Y & : = R . ~
Instead I lePt her even Purther R ey  Shehas no hidden  N@
- s 1 : even have any overt

W WL . ones, But Wou ...

She's no threat at
the moment. i E e
Let's move bo Somebhing ' B Leb's see your true |
that might be. | B Porwm, shall we? S

... Jou shovldn't have
been able to do that.

!f r r -‘--"-..
~ BoYouinsist N\
A You are the PaithPul "-l
: companion, and
2, nothing more? .~
;ﬁ_______ﬂ___,_

!

I ¢an do
anything I like.

No one else really [
understands that, no S

‘4 matter how often I AN
" bell them. G

Very well.
Have it your way. J

i Bub iP you're gIoing bo be "\ k|
L | her dog, then I think you | %
Why are Wou here? shovld gervinelybe a dog. / : > e
Her answer doesn't jhh b PP ENGE And I'm giving You @
SUPPice Por Wou. You're | o7 She needed to be - Nz - R new look. A more
more complicated. y /" protected! Guarded. A L | i os A e e : appropriate one.
. et ( It was important to her to S - ' -

SR

: I don's trust your e R e Y
get heriﬁﬂf ;ﬁ ;Lﬂdea oy mind. We need to simplify it. T T~ To help You pEE“-
: all that to be a dog. : el
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TEN DAYS LATEE.

THE COBBLES, WHERE LEYNA IS FINALLY .
DOING SOMETHING SHE'S BEEN PUTTING OFF.

Now, wou
haven't been here
at all, right.?

Jedh.
I've barely ever been
here either. I try to
avoeid it.

I guess you should ¢
probably see it at least
once, hough.

Here just

Por that?

Well ... no

This can be a rough
place, and I'm not a
Fighter. I hope nothing
. like that will happen,
but: iP it does ..

I can definitely tell
You that he will not be

... BY the way, Jex,
bhis is ... Uh ... bhe boss
of the Cobbles.

Over there by
the wall is Treece.
I've never met her, but
I've heard a Pair bit
about her.

What are you
doing here?

I need to
talk to You. , _

We don't have N
anything to talk
4 about. Get out u:rP)
P MY Zone.

We're going to have a \
talk. You decide how you
want to have it.

Treece, You're going to need
\ to take a hike For a while.
. Private conversation.

.ﬁ_ 2
R — - ut?
H-.i .

Seriously? z r

o,

‘Cavse if you get
our ass kicked, I
don't want you coming
back later and saving)
I didn't do my job. / '

ff

—

Won't be like that.
She doesn't operate

that way. Go on. Check
back with me later this

afternoon.

[ | iMportant that
~ YouPind her.

IP I let wou do a scan
Lhis time, Wou'll get to
L/ thinking you ¢an come in here
e and pester me For it any time |
—m, Wou're looking For a lost dog or
Wwhatever, and I don't need 4
that kind of bullshit. -

P II'
il T

Why should I care iP Ruby is
Missing? Let her stay missing.
She's a pain in the ass, like you.

e

Whernwould I
have learned

thatZ Who the
Puck would have
'* baught mez? /

The whole Pamily <
refused to admit I
existed Por years, and
then as soon as they did,
none of them wanted to
have anything to do

with me! r

B

i
-

y \
I Peel like it was
you that didn't --
N

-- never mind.
Foint taken.

Let me sebup @

console.

happy to see us. And he
keeps muscle on hand.

All Pights, I

apprﬂcrabe that. )

You just Lell
her? she's your
only trusted
employee but she
still has no idea
Who You are?

Bot .. y

Nobody here i5 N4
sppposed to khow

who I am. Bad enough
that some of you
clowns in Serenit

khow it.

And now

guess you've told
& another one ...

She can keep a
secret, Clavton. And I
haven't told anyone but her,
50 Par, even though I think
there are a ot more people
than that who have a
heed o know ...

Ok, OK.
What the hell do
You want?

I'M gonna
point out that
Buby saved your
ass. Whether you
want to admit it
ar not.

Not 6o mention how
much of the cleanup Prom

~/  Church's mess is still sitting

around waiting Por a cure -- in

| Berenity, because we were willing
| to take it on Por you, becavse we

are nice people, and nice
people like to help each
other out sometimes.

Yeah, well, I
never claimed
Lo be nice.

HALF AN HOUR LATER.

7 Well, Ruby isn't here, N\ '«
50 Wou don't have to '
worry about that.

Piet ... is nok in
the Cobbles ..

No ...

.a-""r-__
ff HEE!
Han't rat

HonE.

Flag RubyY here,
know spill.

7 ... and 1 don't see \

Church, Cort, or |
LaPPer either.

7 50 they've all "\
= skipped?

e

‘ Unless they're \
sUPPiciently altered that

they're no longer under
that identity. 2

e

What, like

well, yes, disguised?

but it'd have to be
Mmore than a disguise.
You'd have to really be a™
someone else, If:. 4
hard to do.

More likely

scenarios would be, like,
amnesia, or someone being
mentally controlled, or ...

basically, not in their

right mind.

B I'mjust bruing to clean) S

% 0oUE bhe more obvious

I heed your
authorization to do a block
s¢an of the Cobbles,

Icandoit b ,."'l
right, here in Pront |
of Wou, 50 You can /

see bhere's no trick( |,
I'm only looking Por ¢ e
person, I'm not |
 keeping any o
HH ﬂﬂﬂa

//
AU
7~ Clayton ... we've
¢ been trying to keep the
word Prom getting out
about this, but Ruby's
missing. It's important
% that we Pind her!

Oh, that's 3
good point!

~ She Meansthat ifa &
scan does Pind Ruby in
Wour Zone, then you know

X il to throw her oub.
N 1 mean, I'm sure

Wou don't want her
hanging around ...

OK.
Fine.
But you're going to do
me a Favor. '

I have a Pew N
other people I want
Wou tio look Por, while S5
Wou're in there. &

... ou don't know how.

Seems o me like
Your s¢an isn't real
useful, then,

> 1 mean, iP Ruby's missing, ™

the way she sticks her nose
into #v-ﬂrut‘ahma. it's a lob more
likely that she's out of her mind

%‘ somewhere than just hiding.

Unless she got sick of pubtmg
op with all oPyou. .~

=,

5 %
Ny
Thanks a lot. N\

Vo bt y Yeah? '
possibilities. £ And what do you do once
_ - | you scan all bhe zones and)
i she's not in any of
bhems

”... Tl Pigure that out \
when I get: there.
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She thinks I don't see

her getting the jackals to be
all "do not disturb."

I don't know why
she does iti. Are we
doing something we
shouldn't be doing?

And I'm bored
to tedars.

7 No oPPense to Wou.
Fooling around with you
i8 great, but it's not

. really an answer.

I haven't ...
well, I don't know
what: I was
expecting, but this
wasn't it.

Even the jackals, I
tLhink ... though it's hard to
tell with them too. Everybody

else, Por sure. We all signed vp.

We're here becavse we
want to be.

Pragis ... hard to
Pigure out. Especially since
she doesn't talk.

I'm pretty sure her
mind's been messed with.
Like, she's not reaily
bhere.

Which may mean the
iMah is punishing her Por
something, becavse she normalll
wants her people to be here o
Lheir own will.

ey

No, I
Uhderstand.

There's alwaus a
Pog in this place. I Peel
like I'm walking around
halP-asleep all the time. It's like
I'm being pushed to lie around
and sleep and have sex and
let everything else just
... 8bop.

Even candy spends
most of her time
sleeping now.

That's what's going to get me, you
know. There's going to be a day when my brain
gives up and I just decide to be "Lotus" and all
bhat obher stUPP will be gone Porever.

Worst part is, I

Might: be OK with ib.
I wonder ...

IP the iman is really the |
answer, maybe you

should get closer. .~ yau think I should

go talk to her? She
hasn't been very ...

She might ™ approachable.
become much more

approachable iF the
two of Wou were
intimate.

I d-ﬂﬁ’fﬂ Lhink

3 --
No, listen.
I've thought Por a long
Lime that she needs
someone. I don't think
she's happy.

She won't sleep

with me. Or any of us . W
who serve her. I've tried. I TR

guess she thinks it's like é}‘&}ﬂ
having sex with your v

employees.

Becavse we

thought we could get.

something out of it.

What were you
hoping to get.?

Buk wou're not an
employee. You're @
houseguest.

Anyway, it's a
better idea than waiting
Por sometihing tio happen
and gradually Palling into

a coma.

Who knows? Maube
she's the one that needs a
little shaking vp. Maybe
that's even why Wou're here.
Maybe that's what wour
Visions were telling wou.

Fun and
games, I
guess.

7 People make |
me nuts. Nobody i
ever looks past

their own little bit
of the world. I

B\ wanted to shake A

¥A everybody up. Al

It seemed like
she Pelt the same
wal. She told me once

A/ that as long as people

weren't going to do
anything interesting
except Puck, then they
Might as well just Pocus
on that and not do
anything else.

But that's all stopped now. I
don't know what happened. Ever

since we Pought the trolls ... she pulled

everyone in aPter that, and she hasn't
done anything since. I don't get sent out

anymore. She still runs some patrols in

the desert, but that's just to keep
watch. We're not building.

It seemed so important to get
here. To Pind the blue [ady. I was sure
it was going to Pix my head.

; still not @
having any luck
remembering
things?

’ Oh, I
remember all kinds
of things. I've put

together most of what

happened ever since [N

. trying to Find the &

; Gaja.

But I don't :
remember anything
bePore that ... and I
still don't remember
MY name.

Unless ... I mean, I
wouldn't want to tell you to
do something you'd
completely hate doing ...

I wouldn't hate it.

I don't know how she'll
Peel about iti, though.
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Po You recognize the
“cobra queen”? Do You
remember her? What: she
asked of you?

: Yes ...
most of that has
come back to me now.
I thought mawbe wou
were geing to keep
her as a snake.

No ... She needs to be %
human. As a snake, her

awareness would be diPPerent. |

B She needs to be conscious of  JESNEEE EEEEEENE i
y herselP. OP why she's where A8 S e
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She i5 Now.
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No, I can't.
I ¢an't pull you in here

Q

’_,?'“'f They want to reshape
the whole world to svit
themselves, the Bragas and the
cobra queens and the others like them -
... bUE they never Figure out Why they
can't ... why they vltimately don't
have the ability. They must

5
i .,
=

“n ron & : :
never solve that riddle.
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Then there are
creatiores like your wisp, who
could change the world, horribly ...
but: [ack the Pocus to do 0. They
must never be allowed to have
that insight.

...
C_—

And then
there's me.

=

I khow the )
secret of the power,
and I have the Pocus to
vse it. I can change

.. everything.

IN &

... and I hesitate.
Frightened of missteps.
Seared that T will
\ become like them.

—

T,

—

R/
Braga thinks we are =~ Il an
all monsters, that we all
have monsters inside vs. It

=

PRSI . May be the only thing she's
P ? - LT

L

¥ You don't even know

I think, just this

once ... just as a -
¢hange of pace ...

Y ... I should get to
tell someone else
what they want.

0

your own mind! You ¢an hardly help

keep Me bo a purpose
when Wou don't have one
Wourself ...

What iP this is
MY purpose?

)
What iP that's ;
what my visions have
been telling me, why I
need to be here? To be 4
with wou?

Well, I --
-- 1 mean, I can't say
that isn't ...
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N couple of near 4

2L " pleased to Pinally
e meet wou. I think we

Bemind me:

have you ever
actually met
Pauline?

Ohyes. I ™\
learned my lesson |

[ash time. Well, she

does now.

Besides, I
don't mind this.
It's just the Pancy
stUPP I don't care
For. This isn't too
different Prom
. what I wear
You've every day. 4
got on
somebhing a lot
more elaborate
than I'd
expect ...

Han't like?
Think style, self.

t, I'll be happy Lo
tell you all the
stories, but I

imagine Wou want to
get the scan

&, started Pirst. How

:‘ | long will it
take?

may have had a

Misses,

He:- Went Buby get her back,

{ lookin Por Barkers, but han't none |

saw her. Some rosh bout it.
Secreb. Buby Gold me sorry.

M
IP you'd met <
her, I was going bo
warn you that she
apparently looks diPPe r'ent).
now, but I guess Por you L
that won't be @ ;
problem.

Longer in this Zone. The
data's organized difPerently.
Maybe as much as an hour,

Something
wrong?

27§

~ Just an't bhink ... know X
S was like that, might could
. told Cres, see her ...

Dt
T ke

r 2o I gather,
I'd like to hear
about them.

I'm 50 glad to see you!
I'm sorry ywou've had to wait
50 long Por this ... all kinds of
o things have happened ...

Y
r

Jex, this s

Please,
while I look like
Lhis, call me

Fauline.

expecting any

other visitors

today, but just
in case.

Ohyou're a

Priend oP Crea'? You wouldn't have

been able tio meet up
with her anyway, I'm
afraid.

She's helping = |
Mme keep the peace.
Right now she's
investigating some of the
things that happened here
recentiy, I'll tell you AW
about them ... _«f

Last I heard, she
was on her way into
the desert. I didn't

ask why.

Now, that's not nice.

Wouldn't you
rather give up and
do something a lot

more Pun?




With their masks
oFF, I'm thinking they'll be
afPected by whatever you're
putting out a lot Paster
than I will.

Turn it oPP.

Oh, Pine.

But iP you think Eau‘re
going tio win a Fight
with the imah ...

I'm not here
Por a Pight.

Who are you really?

~~~ Tdon't think we wanb to
/ put @ wall around the city -- gives ™
[ the wrong impression -- but what; iP
. We put some watich towers Purther
N, away? That could signal us much .
“._ Sooner if trouble comes?

——

(on,Tikeit. )

-

7 And I don't think N
they'll be too
diPBicult to --

You say that, yet
You charge inbo my
house with viclence?

I didn't
“¢harge in."

And Ehey
attacked me.

i just need to
talk to nou.

And what is it we
heed so urgentiy to
talk about?

aet away!!

Look, everyone is
gratePul that wou and Wwour
people showed vp and saved

everybody. But You're also

clearly very powerful and a
complete unknown ... Wou can't
blame vs Por wanting to know

more about wou and your
3~ inkentions.

——

My intentions
are none of your
business!

My people and I e
withdrew immediately aPter 8
the battle specifically so 1
wouldn't be pestered by
questions like that.

=] f "."':w.ll-“:f

Actually ... :
Now that I've seen you, I
have a completely different
auestion that I think is even
More important.
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7 Why take it like thisZ S
M They deserve it ... they all |§
T o deserve it ... £

p -
. i 7 Been holding back

— Portoo long ... i
AR 1o, it's not right ... 488

( R4

. ~
... have to be better
I than that ... have to be t
 betber than Ghem ... :

e | .

Weak/
That's weak.
Who are you protecting?
Who is worth it?

iy | . . . T, | e - o otk i i i

o i ne ... ‘Whie il s . bk g %

BN 1 didn't mean to ... - : s i %c{, [ -}P
] ok =~ 3 - " T - . -I:_._.l-.. " -

I've got to Pix Ghis ...
Ieanondoit ... I --

s
pr

No/

What good is power,
then? You think you can
care about these idiots

B and still --

(' 1t has to be fixed!

I won't do it/
Let: them all stay
eclipsed Porever -- 4

What happened?
Why do I Peel s0 weird?
My brain's all ... sludgy ...

Did she do this?
Where is she?
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sandy, I can't get her to
respond at all. She's not in there. - : L R e O g .
B \Whatever's wrong with her, her mind ' VAN £ i iR 1t probably won't do any

at : : | 't di
i5 definibely oPF somewhere else. 4 e TR O e good, but: T can't think of

r . o 11 : F.'-"p o '.l"i

: AR anybhing else o try.
. B fii S A L

of =J & B T - N

b i
" I don't know what to do ... I don't %
4 bhink we can get any help ... :

T
> M going to try to Porce &

iy
Focus. Mawbe that will give me
something I can vse.




