But where is here? Doesn't look right:
Por Century, Por some
reason ... and it looks even
less like it covld be

anywhere else ...

I'd say this
wasn't what I was
expecting, except I have
no idea what I was
expecting.

... ] Wonder how

many times I've
.. thought Ehat in the
( last Pew weeks.

-

THIS WOULD ORDINARILY BE THE POINT WHERE WE'D SAY SOMETHING LIKE "THIS WON'T MAKE
ANY SENSE UNLESS You READ THE PREVIOUS ISSUE" ...

--- EXCEPT, FRANKLY, IN THIS CASE THAT WON'T HELFP MUCH.

BUT T2 SAVE YoU SOME TIME: AFTER L&OSING HER TEMPER IN A DEAMATIC FASHICN WITH
FAR-REACHING EFFECTS, THE "BLUE LADY" SEEMED TO HAVE SOME INTERNAL TURMODIL ABOUT
IT --- AND WENT CATATONIC. UNABLE TO WAKE HER, CHELLE (WHO STILL CAN'T BEMEMBER
HER NAME) HAS GONE INTO MEDITATIVE FOCUS TE SEE IF THAT WoULD SHOW HER A WAy TO
HELF THE BLUE LADY BECLOVEER-

INSTEAD, SHE ENDED UFP HEEE.-

AR BR |
; ::P,"%.”“'ﬁﬁﬁ
. R

I don't know how
Wou got here, but You
don't belong!

¥ You need to
go away’ &

Now hold on &8
minvte, I'm not
here to --

s

.j_.‘

e, E EE
-- I can't talkz =

Q

- —-_._,..--"'.—-._J'.

-"-
/
i

I can't remember
how to talk!

C'mon, ron!
They don't always Pollow.

- 61

Why =
Not enough that I
don't know MY hame,
now I don't know how
to talk eibher? What's next, I
Porget: how to walk
and I have to crawl

around?

\ b

LY - '".-.I..::; : -‘x.- .:.III ; |
- i .l"'r-l i I - “ L
B/ What's wrong with £
B Vou7 Are You stupid L
or something? /=

COh, shit.

You've got to ge-‘E‘"‘- Too late.

out of here! This isn't

ot a good place, and any
second now --

STORY AND TMAGES RY TRILERY



And don't you
Pollow me, either. I
don't need this.

I think she
gave up.

Listien, iP you're not YIS
going to clear out: ... and
wou really should ... at
least lose the outPit.

... except I'm
And I mean, 3 ol not sure I can.
right Aow. .

" You ¢an be stupid B , . : 3
Por yourselP iP you want, 5 taflff:gnft.i ?T’:lfgﬁ 't

but iP Wou got the refactors : : - % ~ Porgotten pow ... 1 just ... 1

on My ass, I'm going to Pind a " i =2
way to break loose just 50 I | p“*’iﬁ’éﬁ éﬂ’"; ;gfﬁg";‘; ";'ig:f’ 5‘?“9 _

You've got to Pit it )
cagticémﬂg[saﬂﬁﬁhd in, here. Or they'l maybe I Peel like it's abad |8

Pind you and they'll | idea? I don't know.
Make Yyou Piti.

I think I'm just
going to have to tiry

te} be sneaky ... Tell your dogs to back off! NOW, YOU KNEW

Ididn't do anything! /) e THAT WASN'T THE
3 RIGHT THING TO
DO. DIDN'T YOU?2

T JUST WANT TO
HELP YOU DO THE
H -
out of sight of RIGHT THING.

those eye people | G il ALWAYS.
while I go ... i : P

I HEARD PIFFERENTLY.

voe OH ...
whereveribis I 7 ENEE——.
think I'm going. THEESEE

THE REFACTORS SAY YOU
HELPED A STRANGER.
SOMEONE WHO POESN'T
BELONG HERE.

A

=

IT'LL BE FINE.
YOU'LL SEE.

. pamnit, I
heed to be able to

B IO S e i 1
T ey gy i e e AT
R JE=s
i s ¥ A M e TR i

YOU MUST BE THE
STRANGER T WAS JUST |
MENTIONING.

[ A = e s

s
- =

seem betiter
to me ...



WE PON'T MIND §
VISITORS —-

Oh, I don't _-
Ghink I'm going o
like Ghis at all. 7

== AT LEAST I PON'T THINK

WE PO, I'M NOT SLRE WE'VE
EVER HAD ANY --

== BUT WE PO NEEDP THEM
TO BE PART OF THE

COMMUNITY. THAT'S VERY

IMPORTANT, YOU KNOW.

STOP HER!
PON'T LET HER —-

V.
On the other
hand, iP it's 8
\ dream, does it
’ have dream

L |
N

Ok, 50 I've
s bought some time.
Unless they have
helicopters.

Now that I can

.. YOU KNOW, MAYBE I'm
SOING TO TALK TO THEM
ABOUT HER FIRST.

Can I just turn
them all inbo miceZ Or
suddeniy be somewhere

else? Or ...

breathe, I need to Pigure 4%

out what I think I'm doing.
In a hurry. b

I think I have a job
to do here ... that's what it
Peels like ... I've had enough
visions to know a quest when J

I seeone ... y
y

o
L) i
-‘1. o

... but I wish these

things would come With *'-..,J

SOME hinGs or an
instiruction book or --

[

._"

--‘"..

Y

NOW, WHAT WE PROBABLY
SHOULD PO 1S TAKE YOU TO
THE CENTER 5O THEY CAN —-

Those eye
people are
gverywhere ... and it

{ seems like bhey talk to

bhe jackal people ...
SOMENOW ...

The entire

| city is going to be
© looking Por me in just 8
»  Minvte iP I'm not *
careful.

somewhere they can't
get at me. But where?

... 0h, Ehat might work.
I think I ¢an do that.

I need to be

And how?

This whole
place isn't real.
I'm sure of it. |

Well, I mean, ‘
nothing in Sleep's

readlly real, but ... this

Peels difPerent. This Peels *

I don't know.
Like a dream. g

A bad dream.
And it's not even my
bad dream.

Just have bo keep
believing it ...

... and not [ook down ...



anyway it's almeost
ritual time. can't
stick around.

what are wou doing vp here?
i dlmost [anded right on top of You ...

how did Wou get here?
Wou're not --

good lock!
... Unless you're one
of the bad ones. e
L S-REmEE.
| ks Yy
S SRl Bes

-'
——
.
1
|
i

-- What?
Wou can't balk?

Hi

i
2 ¥

|

are Wou a recovery?
Wou're not one of mine.
a lot of them can't talk Por a while.
you don't look like one though ...

doesn't matter.

Wou need to get out of here.
Lnless You're one of the bad ones.
but i don't think you are,

That robot
Woman, or whatever
she was, said she was
going to bake me to the
"center.”

IF that big
seary blue thing
ian't the center,

what is7

Pamn it,
that was the
Pirat person who
seemed like they
might actually be
helpPul ...

... bhey
could have at least
staved long enough to 4
~ give me some ided
{  Where I might be
iy BrUing o go ... e

OF course, if she
was going to take me
there, it probably means
it's someplace I really
don't want to go ...

... buti it also
probably means it's
where the people ronning
the place are, and I think _
that's my best shot. Take
it to the tiop.

-
£ l.' : Ny G
¢ oA That'siPI can manage to SL::

ok Ry T gestere
iy k. ST

... except ...

I don't know. That's ...
Mmaking them all ... that
doesn't Peel like
something she'd do ...

and I
Mean, she's not
redlly here, that's
just a projection ...
somebody could be, I
don't know, Paking
that ...

That s why she
was in a horry to
{ get down there,

Clever!

Ok, well, ;
@Great time 6o try to 4_—_

obviovsly I need to try
to get @ move on while

nebodw's looking ... I wonder
how long worship period
lasts?

Pree people ... no one
else is paying
attention ...

S Y

-Ir;";ef'" -..-':'E"!‘ -1
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krnow what that
is, but I know I
just picked a

.-'l.l-i-l-l-t|i-},:Ta i

ib, I don't
|\ careifIbreak
MY hand, I'm going
Lo knock your ¢
robot ass inbo \l

Can't vell : i Ly E Al
ko warn her ... el \Kj\ : 2
just have to geb . AR e N

down there MR

before it --

Absolutely
nothing vnusoal at
all, just going about
MY duties ...

Nothing to N
see here ... just E 3 _
being a good little \ )

snitch bot ...

... yeah, I ; . . I think I'm
didn't really think ;
that would v?ar-h Por They've obviously s £ headg;:l i:.m:?r'd t%,he s Now, iP I can
£00 [ong. got soMe kind of way to R cenier as leass. B just get there
Commonicate with each _ ety WithoOt anybody
other, and I don't seem o seeing Me ...

to get: that channel.
They're

probably tattling
on me right now.

Time bo
lose this. “}

/7 ...Just aswell. N
Having one big eve is )
Y giving me a \

headache 1
already.
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T MEAN, WE'LL TRY
TO GET HER AGAIN,
IF YOU SAY 50 ...

.. BUT I PON'T THINK
IT'LL PO ANY 6O0P,

SHE SHOOK ME OFF
THREE SECONDPS AFTER 1
REMEPIEL HER.

REFACTOR THINKS HERS |
MIGHT HAVE LASTED A
LITTLE LONGER, BUT EVEN
THEN, SHE'D BROKEN
SIGNAL BY THE TIME SHE
WAS A BLOCK AWAY,

WE DON'T HAVE ANY
REASON TO THINK SHE
WON'T JUST PO IT AGAIN.

They don't have
anything that will stick
with her. She's not
interested in compliance or /
cooperation. {

Requite will be
able to hold her, though.
I know this one's mind in
ways Wou can't. I know

what will get her.

Well, I thought T was
going the right way.

[ mayhem. Whether she

No. She's
interested in

realizes it or not.

.. 1'll have to take Y&
your word Porit. 88

Whole place
Makes no sense
at all ... things
don't connect Ghe
way they're
supposed to ...

What does that --
You can't talk?

Oh, goodness!
That's horrible.

You know what
You need to do? You
need to go to the
center. They can Pix
Yoo up there.

I mean, I
think they can.
They can Pix
Most things. /

I ¢an see
the center Prom
just about
everywhere, but it
never seems to get
any closer ...

We can't
just wait Por her
to wander into the |
Lemple on her own,

No, no.
I khow how bo
get her there.

I'll see to it
personally.

I'mjust :
teasing wou.

I ¢an tell
Wou're in the
business. Nobody
else buk vs would
walk around
dressed like

3 You're not N
-/ going tio get much,
You know. They're
mostly nok
interested. It's
really sad.

Looking Por
company?

OK, look,
you're not going to
be able to get tio the
center through the
streets.

They mostly don't
connect ... and when they
do, there's always a gate

You can't open.

-'!..

What wou |
heed to do is go into
the Temple of Requite.
It's got a lot of entrances
all over, and they connect in
bhe middle. You can go
bhrough, go ovt the obher &
hSide, and then you'll AN
b, geb there.

o
I | -

b

There's an entrance \
not Par Prom here.
I'll give wou directions. ,




I guess
that's it.

I suppose
it's good they
don't bother to hide
that I'm being
watched ...

Vibes aren't
gr'gai:-, though.
IPit's not, I don't They'd be better if

know what else that there was anybody
could possibly be. else here.

know a bunch of
people who'd probably
think that sovited their
ideas of religion ... ¢
[ including me, mavbe ...
; but ... 4

i
i

FEFiv"
Fiy
"W

‘

1
Hi
i

IP she wasn't wanking my
chain, all I have to do is walk
. across and Pind an exit on
Ghe other side ...

'IT]
I':l

~ I'dstill Peel alot
better if I saw some
obher people ...

g bhose count as ..

other people. ./
}\igueﬁﬁ- /

I don't think I
should try to geb
their atbention.
I don't want to disturb
them, and I'm not sure it

would work anyway. RSO0 Th&uaﬁiﬂb J;Eda”l_ﬂ‘

7 @iven the way
S bhis placeis, I don't
krow iF thel're here

voluntarily ...

no, don't ...
don't do that ...
it's nice ... vh ...

but I don't ...

least it seems |
like they're
enjoying
themselves --
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Y OH, mY, LOOK E 10000 OS—in>
B AT You! _ =="

THIS 1S VERY W | | o B ) I'VE NEVER

EXCITING. T WX e X e | HAD A STRANGER
L : g i el \ EEFORE.

FEESE N “EES8 -
L LT -n

A
D S A N

=

AND SO MUCH N
ENTHUSIASM! WHAT
ENERGY!
Yes, A

'T bhought she'd be like that. i
From what we know of her ~

: . Prom outside ...
‘iﬁ _
y St
SN IT REALLY SEEMS

_% A SHAME TO JUST |

REQUITE HER. s -
%f j :

OOMH!

YES, VERY
MUCH.

NO, NO, SWEETIE. I

NEED YOU TO STOP POING §

THAT FOR JUST A SEC.

PLENTY OF TIME FOR
THAT LATER. I NEED TO GET §

ALL OF THIS STUFF OFF YOU. IT |8

INTERFERES WITH WHAT 1
WANT TO PO.

Oh, Iwasn't N
thinking wou'd do
that. Not only would it
be a waste, I'm not
completely sure it'd

I know You ¢an
come Lp with
somebhing more
interesting.

BESIDES, YOU
NEED A NEW LOOK.
BADLY.

T HAVE
SOMETHING REALLY
EXCITING IN MIND!
YOU'RE 6OING TO

LOVE IT!




I How did T get 1
here? I --

Wou can't let them do that to you!
they don't get to do that!

¢'Mon, i know You can
break out ofF it!
stand vp! climb out!

BUT WHAT IF SHE | &
DOESN'T WANT TOZ

PR
Vi
r

s
- gt o .
R & St .
L AL d e, L CTE
" " e J . s g
o B o T A et

I'VE TOLP YOU BEFORE.
MOST OF US LIKE THINGS THE
WAY THEY ARE.

AS FOR YOU ...

EVERYEODY BUT
YOU, REALLY.

T THINK YOU'RE
STILL REGQUITE'S

THIS TIME YOU'RE B PROBLEM.
GOING TO LEARN. THIS |
TIME IT WILL STICK.

LET HER PEAL
WITH YOLL

THIS TIME YOU'RE
NOT COMING BACK.




How can
Wou tell?

THERE'S A
PIFFERENCE. THIS
ISN'T COMPLLSION,
THIS 1S HER POING
WHAT SHE THINKS

WE EXPECT. 4

LET THE
REQUITERS
EMERACE HER FOR A
FEW SECONDPS AND
SHE'LL HAZE OUT
AGAIN ... BUT T
PON'T THINK IT'LL
LAST.

Damn.
I was syre she
was sex-driven!

SHE PROBABLY 15, "9 { | >
THE THING 1S, RIGHT NOW (& £ | 7/~ WELL, YOU NEED TO FIGLRE

MORE 1NT'ERESTEI? M TQﬁN ;E‘}I{. o | HAVE ANYTHING THAT WILL KEEP

AND EVERY TIME SHE A : : ‘ HER OUT OF TROUBLE.

REMEMBERS THAT, SHE
BREAKS OUT. 1 . hakhaa
problem.
You can go back to your vsuval.
This part has to be on me.

others think -
she's Par more of a
danger than I do.IPI
don't deal with her, |

they will. I like her.

Neither of them
dppreciates
what's good. They
don't understand
se¥ ab all.

I'd like to
be the one to
handle her. My way
is a lot kinder than
the things they
_ have in mind.

o, LA
" W

Don't bother acting “2
blissed out. I know wou )
A have your mind back. Well, E’
W\ someofit, anyway. /4 K

But that doesn't mean we
can't both enjoy it.
I've wanted to have

Wou Prom the moment I
Pirst saw you.

They never want to give
Me MY share, They don't
understand.

I had to Pight: Por it.

You never were
helping ... wanted
me [ike this ...

Oh, and you can talk %
now! Did Wou remember
how, or were You Paking

that bePore too?

- Because you're a problem.
Becavse I need to put you
h‘ somewhere that you can't cavse

' . any trouble ever again.

e .

~ The question is what : e It's too late
S/  Wou should be, hMMZ S0 , Por that, love.
many choices. 5o many -
o interesting toys.

The smart thing to do
: _ N, i would have been to leave.
You covld be a plastic doll. SoPt ’ . LR Or never have come here
and squishy and Plexible and ready Por oL in the Pirst place.
anything I want to do to wou. And I ! ' ' f :
want o do so much to you.

Or maybe that's too
passive. Maybe a robot.
Put a data port right here, on
the top of wour head, very
A stulish ... ready Por whatever B
instructions I decide to

But Wou weren't very
spmart, were you?

And now we don't
have a choice. Now
we have to take the

A rest of it.

This is s0 exciting.
Pon't wou think 507

Now we have to
bury you 50 deep
Wou'll never Pind
Wour way back.




Honestily, I don't think
Wou'll much notice. Your head

was already halP Pull of Pog. ' T ' ] - ; . "’:‘
What's a little more? Let's Pill it - I : _ " 1, g
vp all the way. Sl : . p ot
Lust and haze. O R | R / : -
N b L Lo e F j 1

|'
|'

T,

OP course, iP you @
ever doleave, I don't §
tLhink Wou'll be the same.
I'm pretty sure this is
going to be permanent.
But think how much
Pun it'll be!

J b
¥

.r'"'r"l
.
as s 888 g,

¥
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Y You know, every bime one of
WoL has tried to Mess With me, B

[ Wou've made me better.
e YN~
> &
.‘ .
£ Every time Wou or
e one of the obhers tries to
‘s control me, I learn a little
. more about what wou
i, by _ caﬁlt dﬂ- 1
> -
; ¥ 1 got myvoice back when

SN Wour libkle helper with the weird
"W\ head ook my mask ofP. I covldn't
o take it oFF by myself. .«

PP And now You tried to N3
W'Y bury My mind, but instead 8
N wou made me so pissed off -- B :
or something -- that You did LSS . @ ! : ,
W the opposite. S0 thanks Por T I'M here to Pix
- that, I guessz A BN i somebody I think I care a
4 :  lob about, and I'm not  §
N {Earfng until I do that.

5 .|':_ k
= N

And if you all had any |8
sense, you'd try realpard |
hot to geb in My way. 4

The thing is,

though ...

Wou got out!
i kind of knew you would.

... I might: be
worse ofF than when I

Same goes

Pirst got here. Por you ...

-
L ]
L4
L]
-

sure, I'm pretty
conPident they can't
aPPect me, at least not
Por long ...

... buk I still
don't have any
answers, and I'm no F0 T
closer to the center than I "

| ever was ... Purbher, maybe, JAEEENCE e |8 _ s
becavse I sure don't want T -1 e PR e | och, and you can
B togoback through the BT T e R e talk now? neat!
= iy bemple again ... e p U S LA A Yeah, they :
[ —_—" e S &7 : Rt it accidentally gave me é
MY Voice back. I'm sure [
2 they're not happy '
about that.
el | g F
L ": ! ] 4 . , o i i Tt . £ e o= .
=Ly F Mas e P R L R B e ' . How do you keep
) v, - A Y : ¥ A . = : getting loose, anyway? I've
i L e W e . :: - L seen You geb captured ...
. pr-TF Mol " R = I'mpositive now: N - b twice? Three times? _4
3 b o O Ny P R g this is @ scenario, and it's : e
; ﬁ ?i ' L e A somebody else's. The blue
, ' I\ : T e il e lady's, probably. I can't do
& some things in it. Like
o maniPest clothes.
]
Y. 47" B_4 _ _—
. i don't know. '
| wv Yau v it just happens. S Yeah, I saw you trying to pull the
they catbch me and then, a Y hoods oPP people, during the prayer
While later, i'm back P8, meeting. I tried to warn Wou about the
somewhere else. robot woman but I couldn't talk.
... L guess they're bobh
. robot:s, aren't they? I mean
they hate it. the one with no Pace. Who
it Makes bhem crazy. makes the eye people.
it'd be lots of Pun to
keep messing with them,
iP they hadn't made
everything so horrible.
i ; .- s om R S L g that's rePactor. the one
] AR, - N wibh the dog mask is

remedy. remedy
especially hates me.

they don't want
anything to be Pun,
I'M suUre she
hates me too. I'm
dePinitely an enemy of
the state now, iP I
wasn't already.

i try tio break pecple
out, but it dogsn't

. "q H
help much, and they i 2 i%;eg%";ﬁﬁ

2 get to the
center.

the center?
g : e i e 43 ko o why do Wou want ko
AR Wit SR 4 b g ' get to the center?




Becauvse I'm
pretty sure the blue
[ady is there, and [
& need to help her.

the blue lady?

You know, the
WoMan in the
projections? The one

~\ leading the worship

seryices?

but ...
why do you want to help
her?
she's the problem!
she's the ohe making
everything horrible!

" I'Ve come bo know her

L pretty well, or at least I think I

have. In ... well, in the world
outside, I guess you'd say.

Making everybody worship her
... heeping everybody on a short
[eash ... that's not like her.

I'm not saying
she's a completely good
person ... I just mean that's
hot the way she does
things.

I think someone is
pretending to be her. I don't think
those projections are really her. I

don't think it's really her giving
the orders around here.

She may even be being held
capbive. I can't tell. But I Ghink
the center is the only place I'll

See, I don't think be able to Pind out.

that's true, though.

it's what it saus. a bunch of

well, Uh ... important data. things we've lost.

[ mean, it would explain

some things ... I'm guessing you can't

just go get it, or you would
have already.

Like what?

it wasn't always horrible
here. it changed.
everything changed.
it's guarded by a
computer -- i think
it's @ computer.
its name is logic.

. What changed? When
did that happen?

i don't know.
i just know it was diFPerent before.
that's part of the problem.
i can’'t remember stuPP.

every time i've tiried
i've gotiten cavght.

iP i had the core, i could try to Pix a
whole lot of people at the same time,
not just do them one by one ... and i

that's one of the reasons i could maybe remember some things ...

i wonder if we could do it

What's the with bwo of vs ...

data core?

it probably wouldn't work. we'd
just both get cavght and have to
start over again ... nothing's
ever going to work ..

like i said.
a lot: oP stUPP is gone.
or it's kinda Poggy.

What's your
name?
Mine's Chelle.

i don't remember what i
[ock like anymore.,
i'™ just happy i have any
name at all.

ah ... Uh ...
umbra.
i Ghink.

You're not

sure? Yeah, I know

the Peeling.

Umbra, I'll go try Por the
datia core with you.

I can use all the
inPormation I can get ...
anything to help Pigure out
what's really geing on in
this place ...

Well, Idon't @
have neon hearts %
attached to my tits,
&0 I think it'll be
Pine.

Al rights. )
Where do we have to |
go? The center?

Wish I could
ManiPest some
clothes Pirst
though.

ho.
the center is kind of its own thing.
logic's Pagility is in the city. it runs
a lot oF city stUPP, i Ghink.

it's not too Far and we can mostiy
get there on the roofs, except Por
the very last bit.

A . ¢h, i ¢an help you with
BT s o2 that, iP wou want.

¥ 4 Bl

i'm pretty good at it.

| -
i 2 et W ' -
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Umbra, I get that
we're being c¢areful, but
we've been in here Por
twenty minvtes and ‘o :
there's been nobody. ”,:}f,:;;ffbfd'_ﬁ
What are we
avoiding?

= she's seen us! |

don't let her |o
touch you! [

... O, what did you
Ghink would happen?

did she just
disappear?

Tep. Touched me ™
and vanished in a
pUPP of logic. 4

it should have
torned Wou into
one of them.

at least that's what
they do to me.

HUh.
Well, great.!
I can keep them Prom
getting to You.

... there might
be a lob of them.

as sooh as they see
we're trying Por it,
more will come.

o E o but i don't think they 'l
I'm thinking that : actually go in the room.

door leads to the - once i'm in, i should be ok.
data core? ’

how'd You guess? You want me to

lead them away.

Think Fast/

I don't know iP I

can bake out that many All right, but be
bePore one of them gets W carePul. It may bake me a
ko You. You may need to while to come back. That's

Pall back. iFI don't get: losk.
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Whoa!

Ok, that's 1
, d iPPerent. ;
— f ot

%, >,
N,
L&)

L=
.='

Jourse, it

L doesn't matter i &0
A I'm doing something 8
! stupid iP I

OW, I think
that's Par encugh
.. how o double
back ...

¢an't Pigure out
how to open it ...
... daand the
ghosts aren't LT
: 50 this is
.. and ¢rash Poliowing. somebhing very

through as many of important or very B probably both. ' | . 4 . i oL r
. e ;

them as I -- dangerous.
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... I didn't
uhderstand any
of that ...
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PRIORITY PROCESS
QUERY INTRLUPER INTENT
d AREA PROSCRIBED
INTRUPER
INTERRLIPT
INTERNAL PROCESS SEVEN ONE FIVE
PLURSLUT
KRESUME
INTRUPER 1S NOT SYSTEM NATIVE
LEa rREAD L T8 SRR PR J ‘2‘
AL 50 I'm not Prom
here. That

b e ]

7
OUTSIDE AGENTS CLASSIEIED

MALIBNANT LINLESS

,.-—// OTHERWISE PRIORITIZED
STATE INTENT
by B e = ¥ R P B

e .

FILTER APPLIER v
PROCESS COMPLETE >  I'mnot her'_c-r to
5 ded B QUERY: INTRUPER COMPREHENSION NS P

make trovble!

I just want to know what's
ey Al W
doing on!

-- urrnh --
... skill can't
understand you --

Yeah, OK. I
AR ERTE
Uhderstand Hou now.

' RESPONSE UNACCE

I| RECALIBRATE

PTABLE

| INTRUPER PESIGNATE
| PROCESS POES NOT
INTERRLIPT
INTERNAL PROCESS
SEVEN ONE FIVE
| CONTINLIE PURSLIT
| RESUME
DOES NOT CHECKSLM

iGEL T | INTRUPER PROCESS
eAds [ SRR _ COMPLICIT IN RECENT
INCIDENT REPORTS

CROSSREF 30452

30501 30520 30533

INTRUPER PROCESS
PESIGNATEP MALIGNANT

e BN it, that pupss
Rju don't get to 1 13 3z
;us-ﬁ_beaﬂu-ﬁe Hou don'g
ATH34 me -.

PROCESS CANNOT BE
TERMINATED OR ALTERER
STORAGE REGQUIRED
COMMENCE PATA CONVERSION

v 4

WEIEE | INTRUDER PROCESS GIVE PRIORITY 7 /
TO DATA CELL FOR INPUT §

DR . .
LA7%A palae ne -5
I ENCEEY i 00k Y

>

" just look
away!

... Nice try,
bitich.

sprry about
Wour data cell.

Hope it was

expensive.




Everything
wants to interfere with
Me ... had to go all the wa
back to the entrance so

This is no 'data
core.' Ab least, I
don't think so.

could retrace my steps
here ...

This is
another cell. |}
' Juat like the one
I'm pretty sure : TR . iy / N she tried to put
this is the right door, ' . - S - Me in.
but where are all the AR\ N r/

Think
Umbra might
have gotben the
wrong end of the
stick ...

I hope Umbra is OK ...

... What's
that on the
Ploor?Z

1
Ll"l
1 This seems ... <

\ Uh ... ackive.

I'm almost
scared to touch it ...
they don't seem very

stable ...

I mean, I can
just about Peel
that there's
something in here,

OK, well,
at least I know
I have the right
room. And that . ... L bet
she got in. that wired-up
bit.ch Pound her in here
and threw her in this
cell. Umbra wouldn't be on
guard Por that -- she
What never got this Par

happened to before.
her, though?

But how do I get
her out of itZ

I'm
worried it
Might --

Oh, Wow, 8
stranger!

I don't think %
we've everhad a
stranger before. 4

What's your name?

Hi, Chelle!
I'm Diamond.

... 80 You don't
know how long You
were in there, or how
Wou got there?

Which is weird.
I mean the second part.
something's not right.

Oh, I can guarantee
something's not right.. I
think this place is under
someone's control that
shouldn't have control of it.

IPF that makes sense. Thab's what it

Peels like! When we
get out oF here 1
Might know more,

Well, Pirst I
need to Find out
what happened to
Umbra.

, P Umbra brought us “g ' - tally ho!
Whichone's Y 4own here to look Por m— You Move too slow!

UMBPA%  Juou. T think, he Said she . IP she
was looking Por 8 data got captured by

COn: DL the ghosts we'l
hever have a way _
of knowing -- == oh, waib.




That's the last of them.
I think we've got a clear
path out oF here.

but what about the data core?
i hever got to it.
turns out the ghosts
will go in the rooms.
i had to run.

Umbra, I think
Diamond is your data core.
There was nothing else in
that room but her.

that doesn't make any sense!

and we needed somebhing to
help vs.

she's not going to be any help.

You know, I wouldn't
bet on that.

and now logic knows we're in

here and she's not going to
want to let vs out!

probably all the ghosts are
waiting by the exit.

RRr9%ase WAL
LEEA T A E SRS
ERNE vy

{

e
o

b

/" Be careful.
| She likes to

—_zap people. ;j

S

—

_ #‘iﬂ
—

You'll pay Por
that, you --

PIAMOND | PROCESS INTERRLIPT
YOUu | CAN'T KRESUME PRIORITY
PROCESS PRIORITY TOO MANY

OPERATIONS PRIORITY ouT

o

Ill'.i'rhat. ‘g Wrong

Wibh hepz ~

1 Amethyst, it's me.

X
¥
]

‘-

Ok, I
think I'm
catching on.
Who i2 she
s Meally?

7 ahe'ain

&

She's g
‘EEUP‘P. ﬂh.g"rsn
PUb them b

g Goo much

I 8 buneh pp
Ces ang 1 can't
Ack bogethep,

ot going to be able o Fix
anything if none of it
makes any sense ...

Amber.

e koo many pieces

i too. We need to get them in

. one place ... or mawbe

B there's one part we heed
to Pind ...

REMEDY =
PRIORITY PROCESS HANDLER

e

@uess you're
immune to the |

The ghosts are
somebody else? J

Everybody here is
somebody else.

[ogic is Ghe computer : Logic is @ person,

that runs this place - | dch
and most of the city -- Umbra. I'm pretty sure. She

May Ghink she's a computer right
how, but she's got a
Plesh-and-blood body.
I've seen her.,

OP course
she's @ person. Ay

Can I see her?

aure, iPI can
remember how to
get there,

RIORITY PROCESS | |
TO PRICRITY

/  50there's
hothing we ¢an do
\ about her?

o B

7 Netuet! \Om
( I think we'll have )
| to do some other |
=i

\ things Pirst. /

7 Like get into bhe
o center and Pind out
'_—_ Who's responsible Por

: all Ghis.
Maybe! \

F;

data cores that are people ...
computers that are people ...
doesn't make any sense,

Remeady?
Oh, Umbra's going to |8
love that.

Ore of the
instigators. She has a

bunch of jackal soldiers and

makes people into good
little robots.

IF we go back vp
| onto the streets For
long, she'll Pind vs.




don't see why
Wwe need some
big plan.
iPijust go walk
around for two
Minvtes she'll
Pind me.

Yes, but we
want to do it in
soMe Wau Where we
have the
advantage.

I know wou'll come
back iP she catches
Wou, but betiter iP she
didn't, hmm?

il

il

!“lu

1I!I|”

|
|

Oh, good, how

Oh,
there's an all-points |
bulletinon us. 27
That's your
blue [ady?

|

M|

—

AR

I

|
n

|

I

=

I6's not my blve lady. I.-ﬂ}}i‘i jﬂ;ﬂ
Mine wouldn't set up a . Uhderstand.
police skate. ' r ! : .

| i : 1. You don't.
It's somebody o - | B But you will!
pretending to be her. ) : ' b | A Don't worry!

"

" It doesn't work "*r

like that, though! /==
7 What Wou've seen, @ o fou're not geing to
/' that's them. It hasto be B help me Pigure it oub?
| them. There isn't any other. |
\  Maube you just never saw 4

N those parts. o

B 3
_ It's better iP
i i Wou get bhere on
e R - WOUPR ==
There's more than one ":I | T = hati!
doing it. You heard L ool BRE s
< . i 5ee remedy down there.

Amethyst say s0.
. ot > 1 F= I i 1

when a different one of them
Was in charge. Maybe they
want diPPerent things. 4

.__.\

HOW MANY MORE
TIMES ARE WE GOING

O PO THIS? Y| B
TO PO THIS? ; iP you're lucky, this'll be
the |ast one.

WHO ARE YOULZ

WHO 15 AMBER?Z

WHAT ARE YOU

TALKING ABOLT?Z

AND YOL'RE WITH THESE TWO?Z

o Jome on, we need J
o ) NONCOMPLIANT. THAT'S WHAT.

You back.
YOU'RE ALL BAD CITIZENS.

YOU ALL NEED TO BE REMEDIED --




8¢ why didn't that
work? Amethyst
recognized Wou ...

¢an't ever get anywhere becauvse we hey!

can't remember anything.
it just doesn't stick.
i Peel like i have to keep starting over,

That's it! :
That's the
problem. r‘ =

\

iy

Where's
@arnet? L

o iy

_—

@arnet keeps the

i @m not the same
person as that ...
that ...

(' Bus, like I said,

somebhing's not right. / —

= ~ 40
Ny T
. IIIL-’""F

< (' Well, yeah, but --

I don't mean all this
sEUPP going on. Something
glse isn't right. There's
o somebhing missing, and I
s don't know what it is.

Bl

Yes, you are!
And you need to admit it.

she's horrible!
she does mean things!

That's becavse she's
Messed Up/Just like You are!
You're just messed up in @
diPPerent way. Amber never
acted like either of you!

And we're not
going to be able to
Pix that until wou

Pigure it ovb!

archives. IP she's missing,
then we don't remember
anything. That makes it a

- lot harder.
““"“-._

80 ... what I'm getiting --
slowly -- is you're all parts of

the same person, kind of? ;
It's not

“kind of."

That's why we can't pub
Awber back together. None of
them remember inside that
they're Amber. Umbra just thinks
she's Umbra. Remedy only
thinks she's Remedy.

gee, I told you!
You're almost there!

Y OV, but this
Garnet has the

| memory? I'd have
thought Hou had the

memory. or ,
Amethust. No, I just

always know what

things really are. I

guess that's how

wou'd put it.

Amethyst might

be keeping some
Memory right now -- it
kinda sounded like it --
but: it's not what she

Wonder
vsually does.

iP that's why
she could
recognize
Wou.

Maube!

You know,
this is beginning
to Peel

deliberate. I mean, iPI was

going to do a hostile
takeover of somebody's
personality, locking up
truth and hiding away
Memory would be a
great start.

sure, but what
happened?
Who did itZ

That's the kind of
thing Garnet would
krow ... but we don't
know where she is

... and if nobody
else ¢an remember her,

... 50 there.

Uh ...
Mmaybe the
sewenrs?

there's all kinds of stuFF
under the city.
i've been in a lot of it.
looking Por @ way to the data core.

logic's part is on one side, but
bhere's a whole (ot on the obher
side. i didn't want to go deep in,
once i realized it wasn't what i
wanted. it looked nastuy.

it'd be a great place to
hide something.

HAM,.
And we can get in?

Wou two need to move Paster.
she's going to come back.
with jackals.

How many patrols do
we have to dodge to
get there?

they're not going to be
any help Pinding her.
Right:.

Got real
medieval all of a

spdden ...

J When i Pirst saw the part where
. we're going, i couldn’t believe it.
it's like a lost world.

i Wonder if they even know it's here,
i don't think anybody else has been
down here in a long time.




S0 it could take
Ls a long time to
Find her.

Po you think
she 5%

Try not ko look
over the edge.

i don't know.
i ﬂlﬂﬂ'b _?l'.-l .iill':,:l:h
Further.

Ew.
B Should we take
B care of them?

they'll call in the
jackals. iP we go Yeah, I get you.
Up there -- Ok, let's keep moving.
- Maybe they'll be There's alwaws
scared to Pollow. somebody Who's got to
get ambibious.

The obher
one’s coming! J

You're good at
that, huh?

Uh. no : i Can you get
B | B her too?

I guess they don't do too
well when their masks 8
get knocked ofF. :

May--
.. probably.

Let's get past the next
junction and I'll see iP I can
ambush her around a corner

or something.

... 2an someone
die here, do you
bhink?

“ Wecan't.
You, I don't
know.

That was
Topaz.
Part of her.,

Jump, Dil

Then I'm not going to ¥
. bother Peeling guilty. 45 0% &

i




.. A library.

What did
Wou think it

I hadn't
would be?

stopped tio

consider it. a waste oP time, is what it is!

she's not here.
we came down here Por nothing.

and the jackals will
Pind us any second.

Umbra, I don't think the
jackals are coming. We'd have
sgen them by now.

Maybe the eye robotis covldn't
signal them Prom down here or
something. Maybe they don't want to
come here. I don't know.

r

tell me Wou're not going to
actually sit in that.

>

W

Well, I Peel like -
somebody has to, or we'll
hever know. There's nothing . -
élseheretotry. 4 Appreciate the thought, Di, N
| but I Ghink I had better go Pirst. |
=N You Ewo keep watich.

| o
-
"

I knew someone
would Pind their way in
sooner or later, but I

wasn't expecting a
stranger!

y Diamond and
Amber are outside
... L ¢an send one of
them in iP you'd
rathepr --

No, no.
You're not the one 0
responsible Por all this. |
They wouldn't be
bothering.

> It would be good
Por me to khow your
intentions, though. You
didn't just wander in £
here at random.

I'm trying to Pix
things.

I mean, that's how I got
A stick in here in the Pirst
. place. Wantingto
help her.

o~ S

/" Because you've

e
"._,,..--""
_ been cut ofP.

S

| - e %~ Diamond and Amber, ™
L R

~~ Yes.They can't . & 4 . el ( Amber is impetuovs. Things
/ disconnect me entirely, ™, 3 _ 5. AN don't sbick on her just
( but they can make the } '- | | = 1. \_becavse she gets bored
_ Channel very, very narrow. | ' . . With them.
Hence that helmet -
Wou're wearing. :

Piamond is immutable and

/" That may ™

not be as tirve
I retain

everything up to the by aﬂgﬁun%wh
point where they cut me off ... : -
then history stops Por me. And . .

the history I do have doesn't have [ \ A
anybhing you can vse, I don't

think. Appar*entrg cutting me

ot was one of the Pirst
things tihey did.

Yes. That and X
locking Piamond away.
We think. ;

7/ ehZ I Might have gm;*:-".ﬂsi:au::.m~ \

I deo know this is
the only other way
out of this room.

S0 if she is down
here, she's got to be
somewhere behind
these doors.

Which I'm 3 little
scared Lo open.

And we're
going to hope
this isn't @ huge
mistake ...

, Ham.
|:’ Do I know wou? I Peel like I
. know you ... It's difficult
#‘xk right now ... >
. e g
7 You think a
| stranger did all this?
Changed this place?

Tricky verb.

A stranger covldn't have "done” it
in the way I think wou mean. That kind
of external influence doesn't have the

ability. But iP their suggestions Pell
on Pertile ground ...

| The (ast time we had )
anybhing lilke this sort of upheaval it s
Was becauvse one of s decided she
wanted it. It was an internal coup,
Wou might say.

This would have to be internal
as well ... but I Peel like there was an
outside Porce pushing the buttons.
Sowing the seeds.

I'm sorry. -
That may not be making a lot of sense. |
Like I said, it's diPPicult right now. 4

5 That, I
\ believe, but I
: think you'll be
_ableto-- /
Wt
/)

&
Vi

You know, if an outsider
couldn't have broken everything
bhemsell, then an cutsider isn't

going tio be able to Fix it

themself ...

Well, no, of course not. :
- You'll need to get enough of vs
.\ on board to deal with whichever
- oF vs is behind it.

You're not making repairs.
You're inciting a palace revelution.

Umbra is only a Pragment of
Amber, and she refuses to believe it
mostly becavse another Pragment of

Amber is one of the big villains.

Piamond has already tried to put
them back together once and it didn't
work. She couldn't Pix Amethyst either. I'm
worried we're going to have that kind of
trouble everywhere.

It's a real mess uvp there.

-= well, you'll
have to take my word
Por it. There's a problem
outside you need to go A
deal with. -

APter wou're done
witih that, send
"“Umbra" in to me. I can
give her a push in the
right direction.




No, I already saw
Wour shoot-backward
Erick.

Not: gonna
work twice.

... don't even remember now.
It's 50 hard to remember things ...

It must have ...
I mean, I guess it sounded
good at the time ...

Bot I wouldn't have
gone along if I'd known
that was where it was
A ok ! going to end up!

op it right now!

Poing those things ...
letting them make me intio
that ... it's ...

... well, it's
embarrassing’

Opal, I need to be
sure I Pinally

They always wear | ' % '™ %‘;?55' I bet.
MEEHE pocke r"F“ :-:::::7_-_ "', g | QE [Hg bhE‘ ldEﬁ tlhafi
All of you are el - o You vsvally know a lot
parts of the same il P L - 8 — _ more than you're
personality? I'm S You know, I'm ' willing to say.
soMehow in bhe middle of E PP just now seeing how much -

a battle Por the blue : - they were Using vs ... they
lady's mind? = only needed vs to keep
' everybody else down ... they
didn't actually let vs in on
anuthing ...

Who's the
blue lady?

Thegj said we'd be part
of it, but they lied.

Oh, You mean that
image they vse?

That's not real. It's real Maybe
enough. That's the Requite and
dppearance she's Remedy know more
been vsing in the than I do. Remedy could
world. dctually £alk to them.
They didn't let me ;
speak. o

That's the person o I
everyone else interacts P
with. And right now she's
comatose Pace down on
her bed.

Ijust don't
like making
guesses. I don't
want to say until I
really know
sometihing For
sire.

Well, she's s Awber., 7 N e

three of us. | I 2\ Demedy is Amber, I.I P
Theyw're the ones . ant o <7 : :
runhing it all. il ' : A

I don't know who '\

Requite really is.
Take me to see her,

then I'll tell you.

5
Y il

o '{-Jrl'ln
b

I don't know who
Requite is. I haven't |
S5een her pwet.

Wou know, iP i'm part of amber then i'm
part: of what: she's doing.
i don't like that.

Oh, You're done!
What did she say?

don't want to
talk about it.

C'Mon.
Is everything all right:?

Are wou OKZ

I know the
Peeling.

sure, but iP it's the same
way with her, Opal, then she
didn't: expect that was what she
was getting into, and doesn't
have any control over it.

Let's go Pind out.




Huh. .
I'd have thovght
she'd recover now
that Opal's
herselp ...

50 the plan is going to be one of vs
trying to draw her out, right?

2

Ch, don't. make 0
Mme Peel more guilby.
Anyway, she's not
part of me,

I don't know
why they'd wané
Ghe place to ook
like this ...

Maybe
S0Me people
e I6.

Unless Wou ¢an come up
with something better.
I can't.

Nope! We're wanted people
Too many anyway, so it shouldn't
take much.

pieces.
: We'll just have
to come back to
her. Once we get
the rest of this
sorbed out.

No, Di saus
she's Topaz.

ho.
i guess i shovld be the one who does it ...
i mean, she's kind of my problem ...

Part of
Topaz.

I appreciate the
Lhought, but it's not
going to be You.

And you can't
Pix her, right®

It's going to be Di.

[
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NMMhM.

You're immutable.
IP they catch you,
they can't do
anything to Wou.

Better get
more!

Hey, puppy
people!

Except try tio

[ock Wou up I'ma
somewhere, and I dangerous
won't let them do eriminall

that.

Alsg, Wou can run
really Past.

I aure do!

It's super Punny,
especially 'cavse you don't
even know the joke!

YOU THINK
THIS 1S ALL
FUNNY, PO

¢'mon, keep op!

Ml _'._.'-""':‘-1.1.‘:_ B -”—
o OH2
ot o | . AND WHAT 1S THIS

... O, that was
all really weird.

NO, I DON'T ...

it's time to get ofP those
stupid stilts and be
wourself again.

h s




Pid wou pick
ok the costume

ink
or did thew? L Gkink

maube I did?

And since it turns out the jackals
wenre all Amber too -- which I think Di knew
Prom the beginning -- and all of your eye robots

I liked the .
: e | 1eah,I
high shoes! ) guessT
wanted to be
tall ...

seem to be out of service -- we should be able bo
look Por @ way into the center without
anybody giving us grief.
I know how to get 4
into the center. S¢
does Amber, if she

She bounces

back Past. Yes, that's

typical Amber. She
lives Por adventure,
Pears nothing, and
problems just roll
right: oPF her.
Usually.

There's something
You're not telling me,
isn't there?

I've already had one

I'm glad she's
herself again. It was
strange seeing her
depressed. OF the three kids,

b Sapphire is always the gloomy

one. They pick on each
other about it.

remembers. That's how
Wou want to go?

I suppose s0.

I think we
shovld look into
Requite Pirst.

Y~ Otherwise she Might Ll
interfere with whatever
we tiry to do.

Also, I want to Pind out
who she is. I admit it.

rUR-in With Bequite, and she
won Por a while. It took me a8
lot tio break oub of it.

It's just that ...

Wou and Amber aren't §

the only ones who don't

She Uses sex as her

tool, and apparentiy

that's kind of a weak
point For me.

HAM,.

Must be Emerald or Jade.
They have pretty much all the
sexvality between them.
Probably Jade. She has a

The good news is, that
works in our Pavor. I don't
really have a sex drive, Di's a child
and barely knows what sex is, and }
Amber ... well, she's a tween, she

like Pinding out certain
things about

Wourselves. Let's put
it that way.

mean streak.

would
aimost like it iP
those creatures
showed Up ...

At least then

knows, but I don't think it's
Remedy and really on her radar.
Umbra both
seemed older
than that.
I think Umbra was
Porced to be more adult
than she wanted. As Por
Remedy ... maybe it was
the shoes,

Anywau, my point is, I
think between Ls we ¢an
keep You out of trouble.

o
| |§

T e e e

There we go.

they'd take me tio her.
This i a big place.

I CAN'T HAVE A

CONVERSATION WITH YOU

WHILE YOU'RE WEARING
THAT. IT'S PAINFLL.

YOU'LL LET ME
PUT YOU IN SOMETHING
ELSE, WON'T YOuZ2
SOMETHING MORE
EXCITING.

OH, 600D/
NOW HOLD ON FOR JUST A
SECOND. T'VE STILL 60T LOTS
OF IPEAS FOR YOU ...

; It does %
seeM to be the
theme of the

We've got
your back.

WHO PICKEDP THAT
OQUTFITZ IT'S HORRIELE!
YOU CAN PO SO MUCH

BETTER!

I just need to talk to
Wou ... I'm not here Por

Pashion advice --

THERE!
SUCH AN IMPROVEMENT.
AND VERY HOT.

I HOPED YOU'DR
COME BACK. YOU KNOW,
YOU LEFT BEFORE YOU
COULP EVEN COME CLOSE
TO REALIZING YOUR
POTENTIAL.



YOL HAVE SO MLCH,

VOU KNOW. MUCH MORE |

THAN THEY DO.

[ guess that means the Pun's over,
then. Too bad.
But I suppose it was about time.

You already knew
Who You are?

&/ I'm not going to
pretend I didn't

A enjoy it, though.

I've been really
underused lately. I
needed an outlet.

)

.

IT'D BE A WASTE
FOR YOU TO BE ONE OF
THEM. YOU'RE 5O
BEYOND THAT.

YOU SHOULP
RULE THEM,

P YyOu CAN PO
B ANYTHING YOU WANT.

A

And I thought it was
going to be Jade....

Only as much as wou did.

I got talked into it.

Have wou ever heard of that :

Why's that
sUrprising?

Becavse Pearl
and Emerald haven't
killed her?

isn't wrong.

I Pigured at least this

way people would get to be
stuck in somebhing that was

Fun ...

right-brain/left-brain thing? It's not
dctually true, but the idea under it

Six of us are
credtive, inbuitive _
people, and the other B
siX are logical and g
procedural ...

I hope you
¢an change
them all

I think you
probably
Mmust.

And this was
dePinitely a
revolution of

¢reatives, unlike
[ast time.

Everuone on the
top side of this little
power struggle is an

intuitive ... except
sapphire.

I don't know, Opal.
Maybe they thought they
could vse grounding. With
Pearl and Emerald in the

Mix, they probably did.

B 4 T
e

Areeew

L

I'm s0 glad to hear
Wou say that.

Jade would
never nave had the
imagination to be
Requite.

All 0P the "public” are NG N
either Topaz, Onyx, or Jade U8 N

... and only Jade winds up in
here. The others don't -
Uhderstand sex.

Well, when we
Pind Sapphire, we
can ask her,

I assume you
don't think there's a
reason to wait any
longer on going to the
center, Opal ...

No, though we should see
iF we ¢an pick up Onyx. she

be pissed ofF about all this,

and she's tough.

/~  Jade and
/ Emerald didn't '\
et all the sex,
Opal. How could I
write dirty |
,  scenarios [/
N Without it7 £

‘\“""-._.______,__.-" i

Ok, there's Di ...
there's me, Amber and
Turqueise ... she sdid Topaz,
Onyx, and Jade are the city
Polks ... we know where
Garnet is ...

20, Amethyst ...

( stuck being a

computer.

oo

That means the three
are Emerald, Peanl,
and ...

sapphire

o

my

IP she hasn't

 managed to re-merge vet,

even better ... we may
want an army --

-- do You hear
shovbing outside?



S A~ YA G
UAARSEYAETE

Retaliation.

Right behind Wou.

somewhere that thing
¢an't reach vs. Back
to the temple?

Maybe, but ... )}

The three of
them are in that
bhfnq, That means
Lhey're not in the

center.

They're going to
keep that: Lp ntil
they convert everyone
they can reach. Or
they get bored.

3

What are we going U
V ; =D : . to do¥ How are we
We can't help T | Scead - going to Pix them allZ_ "
her now! A ik il : Wz dan't even - N

. 4

/' We're not \8
going to. /%

-
=

BAEL 19

" We'll come back |
Por her, Di. 4

That makes this the

perfect time Por vs to

get into the center and
be waiting Por them
when they get back.

Keep moving!




Pon't worry.
1

They don't seem to run &
very Past and they can't B

get into the center.

@otba say, when you
Polks do a power struggle,
Wou really go all the way.

It's not uswally like
Ghis, believe me.

We've only ever had

something like this happen s ¢ bx " -‘?_
once before, years ago. e O -
I:J g MEbhﬁﬁt has 1\"."' ¥ !; .
— always Pelt that she -- & - Ny
% We -- are smarter and 8 : |
*q better than everybody else, | } & |
: | and she got impatient with -
& What she saw as lebbing
. our abilities go to
£ waste.

The thing is,
Amethust has no
imagination. she got the
power and didn't know what
she wanted to do with it. There
was ... an intervention. And
there's never been any
trouble again ...

until this.

But this Peels
different, and not;
just becavse Pear| and
Emerald do have
imagination. I Peel like
there's sometbhing else

here. some obher

influence. I just can't
Pigure out
W — what it is.
S=0 2\ | o B
. AT <) | " Well, You may be N
. - e | about to get a chance
P | e+ . to Pind out.
P 'I
" Which one likes all the
circvits and robots and
UFOs and such?

You khow, I've been
wondering that too. It's
almost got to be Pearl, but
it's hard to believe.

=
I Peel like I've |

e

/... PURRING oUL oF bime! We 3
. & can't let everything stay
%  eclipsed much longer!
just stepped -
backstage. suddenly
iﬂﬂ decor.
et

PP [ Re L) o n';,:.

,ff 7 We don't krow
bh at everything 'ﬂ)
. eclipsed ..

“ IRitisn's,
/ that's even worse,
becavse someone
else will notice and
come solve the
\ problem the rough
: g way.. 4
; ' : -y ot
I don't know.
They never let Us #
go in Purther than
this hall.

Where do we go?

o

..--'-'_‘-'--..__“ JI
7 Andthe 4
] ePPect will get
& tlh'E|ll‘|r Eﬁd ﬂ'F
probles.
We'll have to . :
poke around. They N\
don't have any guards or

anything, so we could
probably split up and

Best answer
j g 1 [/__.’f
save time.

is Opal guessed
wrong and only one of
Might be a
gaﬂd sign, if it means L

( bhem is oub in Ehe UFO ..
I'M in the More private

\, Worst answer is she
(
L\ areas, but -- )
OMK, but iP anybody
gets into troubl

guessed wrong about "
/ *—,,_l\ no goar
.l"ll_._r'- r'--'_hur -
—— g _,..-—"
e, bhey
need to yell. Loud.

ds .. |,d_.--*"
T 15 that somebody

)
'-n_u-r"" £
_--""'#h
>

talking? ™

= R

. ™™

{"f Why are you
bémr::«' like Ehis?

“n.

-"|

(" Those don't sound 2.
C  like guands.
2
{I) _. i ._:Ilf-_ .

N

g :

e

-
b

-

| Chelle!
7/ You know it's
a problem. You
aamitit's a
\ problem. But you

hy

. Won't --_ } A

I keep telling N |

you, there are
bigger things at
Sbake, and --

Y OPcourse! N\
All three of vs know

Wwho You are. }
= Eﬁpew‘ralr Yme. S

¥
o

e

\ ' o You're the‘
T ! only good thing
. / %\ bhat's happened bo me

in months. You krow, she
said it'd improve our sex
life, but she doesn't care
5 -.""i about seX, and there
B . Was nobhing until
i - Yoy ——<L=
.- "h_\i
Y  Zdplguess

ou're Emerald.

.-" ""\,"I
e EﬁE’M e

&

.: Turn around.

:{ " What? )
B _,f""

-.._,___,_,_.--"‘"

..-f";..
Coh! See, you've
| picked vp so much. I love
. that about You.

J:ﬂ__gﬂ owe Yoo an --
7 She shovldn's get 60 "\
know any of that!
; A You know better!




b 7 I'mtired of

i/ always having to go
by herrules and per = |
ideas of how to do |

It won't matter :
Whether she knows, N\
{ becavse when Pear| comes
L back, she's doomed anywalu. ]
. She was doomed as soon as
\_5he came in here and Hﬂu,
B know ib.

7 8he's not the boss and

she doesn't get to have
everything her way, and I
don't know why you're o
scared of her.

o
-

e

e

‘_.

.: ﬂndI let; Pear| have Lrﬂ-“-m,
her way becauvse - -- You agree
N J with her.

B gl 140 ¢

~ o B
- i ‘."0,\
"'f because I don't
[ disagree with her, "\5
and it's easier than )

.—:L__': ol

_—

il - ' ' : 3 putting up with her
/. Maube the way . TR A "n., wh#nihﬂ doesn't

" she does things is ot | 5 y
part of the p.ﬂab?em, did ‘x_‘___g t:ﬂ%ﬁi e 4
Wou ever consider that? . -

\  Maybe there was a

\  better way? /4

' Yes, Chelle, I'm — -

Emerald, and you've ( Wait, wait, wait. )

seen me before. And, as I 4

was saying, I owe you ; r—’:—*"“————-——-:-r-*

o

~ o anapology. /80 all of this is happening
A3 ¢ . [ because of an argument at the top? :
y . f g i Everything's Prozen becavse You "
: ( Y 1 Jidn't want to do the D \ three are stuck in committee? ~

things I did tr::Il_ajou- I only did \

them becavse I was trying to 4 D i

A head oPP someone else here |/ ... Bee Por yourselp.
doing something worse. .

_.--""'r--

-

Oh, Wou know her!
I didn't realize.

OF course, bhat ™
would have been before *
@arnet was cuob off, so

who knows if I khew |/
that once ... :

I don't think
You ¢an saw I
knew her.

I only spoke
with her, like,
twice.

... but I saw
her alot ...

.. [N MY Visions ..

You never '\ P . Don't You idiots
made the 7 WhywouldI 5 =y - redlize she's here to
\connection. ' have? How? Ruby ' destroy us?
= never did any o the =T
. kinds of things the /
N blue lady did. y

% _
’“‘JI liked bhe
blue rﬂﬂﬂ -= 3 Whole

lot -- but she did do
mean things. Horrible

things. Things Ruby
never would have . '
ey You sure b

about that? !

I'm out
there breaking
m% ass trying to
ind her and
eliminate her, and
here Wou are
telling her
A% everythine—
A 7 Hey, Pearl?

e (B | N |
= 8 . PR B [ Shove it Up Your 355,
y . - R # = IP it's not too
[ Jou see, A e i . Y I'mtired

broken.
| sapphire? oA g - : e y of wour bullshit.
\ Horrible things! ' . T o o You want a Pight?
g e i : | I'llbreak what's
. ePt of wour ass
; \\,_h_ For you.
Less horrible . L T
bhings. - _ | 1 7 And take oPP your
. ' . o mask when you talk to

\  Mme. I'mtired of the
B special ePPects too

i
P
¥

| e e o

0 RN




Avetihyst had it right.
We have all kinds of power and
we weren't using it. We weren't
doing anything with it.

I wanted
her in on this, you

know. she was my Pirst
choice. She's not bad if you
know her limits. But she
wouldn't do it.. I don't know
why. I had to lock her in
her own logic.

And here you are,
trying bo take it all apart
becauvse you don't
vhderstand ambition!

You've never had
an ambition in your liPe!
You just go where the world
pushes Wou! And You want to
d =

nl Me Ut becavse of
T

"1.._“

You know, you've told me
that bePore. And it Aurt.

And wou wanted it to hurt.

I didn't
think it"d work iP I tried it
dlone, so I had to settle Por
Emerald -- she'll cooperate with
anything iP she thinks it means more
seX -- and Sapphire was in the wrong
place at the wrong time and I don't
even know what she thinks
she wants ...

Wou're a Mean
bitch With a huge
% chip on your
shoUlder.
BN

You not only don't care
Wwho You step on Wheh You
climb, You think getbing to

step on them is a bonus.

But it worked! ! L S o |
We're powerPul! We're glorious! R ey T also don't: think you're as
We can have the whole world if we N B ety - inspired as you say. I think
want it! We're at the top of '3 A | G T ' ﬁfﬁ;ﬂg ;L?:f: g;.;i Er; :ﬂﬁ I:L:fua;
EIRLHNG s &2 B y 2 ot to tell the truth about that.

—

" 1s that what R e B, You really do
ink? . el B et BN~ Lhink this mess '
2t Hou tihink? * AHGGRE EOR you've ma de?; \ It 5 good!
—— Her name was W2 0 R R AR good, huh? Why can't you see that ¥
' Input. AL VT S AT It's even good Por wou!

She saw what we had in vs.
She wanted to let it ovt. She A i 3 ot .
showed me how bo do it. BT 1O T e e You get to be the lover
L T ¥ to the most powerPul person
_ A in Ad! You can have everybhing
I notice she's in S DT iR You want!
past tense, Did you e i : .
double-cross her?

She wanbed us %1
to have power, but
she also wanted vs to
be under her control.
She was bhe
double-crosser. /7,

IP it's that good,
Why does everubody
_ else here hate Wou?

IP it's that good, why
i5 Buby in @ coma?

She wanted
what was good Por

‘ "D\ Why are your own
ﬁer.gg;:fjﬂ;ﬂt:q be 5 S partners so conPlicked about

it that you're all stuck in an
argument over it

whovaaay

You're the only one who Xfff o= . e
seesthebrogh,  \ B mmme L SR
That's pretty classic. We oy T " 4
should get you a GinPoil hat. /| ‘
Oh, wait, You already {'

Yeah, Igetit. No /e - _

r
.
T

f i ---i'-'-i-_._______,_._——""rr
' [ ]

Put it all back the way it was. =

@Go back to the boring stupid life where we S
just grind out stories Por other people and Fix au)

their problems For them. e

Over and over. //

-

s You'reall ™
dllergic to
5¢cess, You

h, know that?
L‘_‘_‘H_-_-___-_r._"_',,ﬂ'

Ne, Pearl.
We're allergic to
hurting pecple.




LI e
| i e
R e
e = 4 e,
¥k _;.::"_P_'___._-———-—._ _‘____-‘-

—

Nobodly got hurt who TS

aidn’t deserve it! \

r That's becavse Wou never listen/ .]
\  I'M going to keep sayjing it Lntil you listen!

N Everybody
Yy  else gets to lie
around and Puck all
day, which is all they
S ever wanbed to do
S anuway! =
=Ty P ey
7 They probably love
/' being under our control.
{ Most of them don't: have the
L\ imagination to want
- anything else!

_

= i

-
.,

The sitoation in Ad isn't

[ stable. It isn't sustainable. It's \
k going to Pall apart. When it does, )
b ib's going bo be real bad. 4

e
"

-

—

-

g ~—
~  Iwent along withyou
/  becauvse I thought your way
Might ... I bhought, well, if we "I
keep people in blue Pugue, that'll J
h  keep the collapse awaya /4

M'\\.‘__ 1.'“11 ”e-| J‘.lhaH E:IIE e ee

Why can't you
. Understand this¥

-
A
v g _._,..--"'-"l\:"-.

L
h
i,
.

That's not really
what matters, though,
becausg ==
But there's "N
7 stillgoingtobea
[' crash. And if we try to )
. pub it oPP, it Might

\  turnoutalot 4

F i

.-._\.“‘- 1 .fl‘l |:| rl 5 E . -*-'.'___.- i

I know, I know! H”“-,
It's all going to |
collapsel You keep |
telling me that! ,

o«

o
S,

‘f_._,_,—-'—'_'_'_'_.—-_‘-‘_‘_‘_-_'l::_:“‘-—-.._ ?

f_,-*'" IP we go back to what we were,

[ maybe the crash comes sooner ... bub we

1 Might also be able to help make it a little
edsier on everybody.

You won't ever
stop telling me |
that! '

Because nobody arouvnd here
ever wants to hear the truth.

"

..-"'"--F e
7 Especiallynot
* coming Prom you. You

always want to ruin )
_everything! It's all you 4
: like to do! a8

r

et

You weren't even . ~,ﬁ
supposed to be in on this! You ':|
were in the wrong place at |
bhe wrong biMe == /£

r

<
You know wh
I'mno Punz

' .5'_ But I think ...

Well, do whatever
Wou're going to do. You
sgem to be able to do

Wwhatever you want
anyway.

¢ IP you thought
' You were going the
right way Prom the
beginning, why did you
heed to lock up
Diamond?

-

7 Why did you need to do
what you did to Amethyst? Why
did wou try to make sure ne

"\HDF“-E could get to Garnet?

/ - - b -
/  I'msure you've
never worried
about doing the -
e 5 RIS H F .
) Wrong thing. { That doesn's Peel to
\ Me likg ze—
g "-.,‘.1‘ -"__.--
. e

We didn't do those things! e,

il

W Iworry that just N
about every single
thing I do is the
wrong thing. /%
- =]\

= 4 =

—= T ~
. T
o PR
¥ = kI
B

That was Input!

=t
i

Y That's not
B true and you
B know ib.

| -. \'::"%..___

1

_.r'_:-
.-",:""
|
I
.J'l

{*"’ We did those
, bhings, Pearl.

e,

-

She made us!

She talked Ls into it. |
\ Not the same thing. &8
- S > 'i‘_..-"'
O
S
.
- q“‘:lkh n,
/ Are you telling me that ™
{ Wou haven't regretted any
| of it since then? |
Not once?

f
o)

-

A\ Not even Por a second? £

r
o e

"1.

=~




'It's just ... it Might take 8 while, Wknow ="

It's OK.
 It'll be OK.

g
El -
-

N o
=5 i -
B=

e
k=

S

|
b

-

.
'&Wecan Pix it )‘
% A
"'a.,\

P

r |
You've done what ) \
= we need to Pix it. [

I'm pretty sure. )

——
T
,
% 3 e

S

:‘E.- . n-l-'-i- ,'.'.

g

@Guess You're OK then,
Good.

o Well, not: really, but you
When the ski went & - S know what I mean. You

back to normal, called me Sandy.

everybody else Woke up
and left in a horry.

B

",

I was worried I [ 3 B

wouldn't be able to tell
if you got ouk too.

[ I've had worse nameﬁ-j |

il v il
gL ; -'-*'lff;f . You seemed like You had
N e somebhing important to accomplish.
L R I decided I wanted to help make
e sure Wou got there.

Have You gotiten
Wour name back?

Well, uh ... thank you,
I appreciate it ...

M Chelle. ; ( Ihavetogonow. )

o =

‘H""-...___‘____._._x‘q:_..--""r
TN

| H"‘hn.,h_‘
Pleased to

hear it.

I guess you did
what you set oLt
bo do? .~ s
I don't have
an? ided where |
‘M going.

Canplgauctafmthat i il " __ A= e = _f -

even if you didn’t khow
you set out bo do it¥

... Thanks again.
It's nice that someone was
looking out Por me.



