you might not Ghink

it's very exciting to
begin an issve of

oOP

with a board meeting , but
trust us, as Barker
Meetiings go, this one's
abovt as exciting as it gets.

Why, Jdosiah is almost even
raising his voice, that's how
upset he is.

No, no, no!

We've gone a
hundred and PiPty wears
without having any kind of
security Porce in A4, and I am
not going to break that
tradition.

As it happens,
this time Lucivs and I
came to bhe same
conclusion
independently.

But since you went
there: I wouldn't use
Lucivs to put Porth ideas on

MY behalf if you didn't
automatically ignore
anything that comes out
of My mouth.,

7 And, you know, if you'd ever
taken Nathaniel seriously, she
Mmight: not have been quite so
hell-bent on carrying a grudge
against vs.

That's out of line, Serene.

Nathaniel has had many issves.

You know that.

e geb it. You
think we're all rotten.
Ok, suppose we're all rotten.
For the sake of argument.

Now what happens to this spy
patirol when we have one of our
little inside
disagreements?

I don't want tio give
anybody at this table
another weapon to
Lhrow at each other.
Including me.

il

I

il
N

s

This is not a rePerendum on My
conduct, no matter what grievances
Wou may think wou have.

|".‘-.
|
!

I don't
think it's a
great idea
either, but I
vobtie yes.

uldde klelelrliln

A hundred and PiPty wears ago
no one was making this kind of
trouble yet. Nathaniel just very
nearly brought everything in A4 to

a halt*, or did you not notice?

There is a
Fundamental
expectation of

privacy-- I'M not

talking about spying
on everyone. I'm just
saying that someone should
be monitoring For mischief on a
regular basis. We've gotten
[Ucky Ewice in less than six
months, and there are  /
others put there besides /

: P
Nathaniel.

Clawton would love to
have everybody in this
room oub of the picture

permanentiy, Por

example. And spare me the ™

"orivacy" speech. IPyov
thought You had a good reason, )
Wou'd lay everybody's records ,

bare in an instant. .~

-
T

5
I can't believe I'm listening
Lo this Prom you, Lucivs. Where
did this come Prom? 15 this one
oP derene's crazy ideas?

v

#IN THE PREVIOUS ISSUE. THIS STORY TAKES PLAZE A WEEK OR 52 AFTER THAT ONE. =T

' Josiah, just admit it: You
s don't want any sort: of monitoring
" becauvse you're aPraid it will be vsed
. against you. You don't want any
\ housekeeping that might Porce you

to ¢lean your own house.

I'm not going
to digniPy that
with a reply.

Oh, give it 8
rest, Pauline.

| =

—
o e
.r'# “""\.

/" The grandchildren \
[ haven's cast their
votes. Ezekiel?

s Uh. No. \

I mean, no, I don't }

bhink it's a good
idea. e

"
i, i

Te— ——T

Monica?

"“-..__

rd
o

I'm going the B
opposite way From \
Monica: I think it's

prebably a geod idea,
but I vote no. &

IP Nathaniel L
comes aPter me !

again I might nob}
have a brain left

apterward. / wou all Pight: and that

A would just make it
-, worse.

But ask me :
aqain in six months
iF we keep having
things like this
happen.

That makes it
Pour-Pour, then, and as
Par as I'm concerned,

the nays have it.

Illl" T

Words and 1mages by Trilby



Meanwhile ...
) Well, last night

\ definitely made vp Por
PUnning out on me.*

I may need more than a
croissant to get My

bl % strengthback op. S r oo,

abaub that. At
the time, I was
half-sure I was

5, [osing My mind.
\0=Ing MY W Especially

since you didn't
seem to realize
No, I get it. S0 are Wou the anything was
one who Pixed it? Is this one of Wrong.
the things Wou and Lewna do that
I'm not: supposed to ask about?

f"' Leyna got Ailo'd.
'L I had to get ... some
other hefp.

Hmph. OK, Pine, don't tell me.

be a quick
breakfast.

... She 8aus, just
¥ asI'm about to be
'L oFF on a gig Por close

PLAST ISSUE, AGAIN. MAYBE &£ BACK AND BEAD IT IF YOU HAVEN'TF =T to @ month. =

Usvally wour
Liming's better
. than that.

You know very well = : | B

that we're bothtoo
busy to get together
more oPten.,

And neither of s is
the monogamous kind,
anyway.

Oh, I didn't
Mean that. I just --

Right now I Peel like I
don't have anubody I
can talk to, I guess.

People are
staring!

Well, you
know Wou can
always talk to
Mme, but--

HEE HEE

Hn*ﬂi

.....
e

=k
i 5.3::;:1.% e
& F LT
l+l
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oh god oh god ohgod ohgod
ohgodohgodohgodohgod--

’, 'Irlf
i

I appreciate your speaking ™
Lp. You know, I'm always happg
[ topresent things on Your behal
“Lbut T think that Josiah's never going
g _ to learn any better uniess we
PRUIEE ARl Lo call him out.

W 4 A A

-

ot L
i II|:I [ 'I.|||'_
bt b |11 "|t.'i|1 H
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e

I don't think he's ever
going to learn any better no
matter what we do. One day I'm
going to Porget myself and
beat the hell out of him.

Huh. Naked |
running. I should try I'm sorry, was that
Lhat sometime. overiy hostile?

Mggbafig Well, 50 whatZ They all
would have assume we're in cahoots a[r'ead i
made anvone Maybe we should prove them right. I don't
hostile know about You, but I could use an ally
' i in there more oPten.

You know what'd be _
good Por that? Some Though I promise I
[unch. And mavbe a drink am not asking you to
to go with it. Join me? lunch Por political
reasons!

Why, Lucivs! Is
this Pinally an
approach?

I, Uh, don't know
what you mean--

Honey, I'm not blind. ! I know. I'm just

T know how Wou look at ' - sauing, this is the kind
mge When yﬁou Ff:hinn; g don't " of Ejhfrlgg Where we need
e Wou looking at me. i ' - to be very careful.
And I'm Plattered. :

20 does that mean
Ey marriage. ;!md ke Wou're not going to have
m not: asking wou t-ca s [unch with me?

o

F'l ave a kid with me. ,*""' -=gnawe're both =

S

Justlunch. /7" jembers of a Pamily that
; 34 egﬂi:-s very, very strange about it8\ :
) { internal alliances. Pauvline is Pour - - I didn't 53y Ghat.
“*E paces behind You and not /
\_ bothering to pretend not to /
overhear.




... and aPterward, she ran

down the stireet, [ooking really
embarrassed. I sure don't think she
did it voluntarily.

That does sound like
Manipulation, I agree. Are you
going to Pollow vp on it?

As long as Dr,
7 Chapman was staying in N\
[ oneplace, there wasno '\
| hurry ontil we decided what |
\ bo do with her. I just hadn't £
\, gotten a chance to talk
a You about it yeb.

Why did you
have to get ';ﬁ!
Midnight: to Pind e
her, anyway?

e

You'd krnow, iP
you'd bothered to
ask me anuthing
about what
happened.

['ve been
busy! And I lost
three daws being an
Aiko. I planned to
c¢atech vp sooner
or later!

YES, THEEE HAVE BEEN
STRONG EEACTIONS FEOM MS.
MARKOV DURING MOST OF HER

RECENT THERAFPY SESSIONS. THE
MESSAGES AEE DEFINITELY
REACHING HER; THE MONITORS
SHOW SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN
BRAIN ACTIVITY WHILE THE
HEADSET IS ON.

2o Midnight moved
them, and you don't
khow when, Where, or
why. And Wou den't Find
that a liktle
worrying?

> Itrust
Midnight
\completely. Without
A\ reservation.

Oh. Well, that
NSt be nice.

T don't.

P

Ok, that's it.
I've had enough.

It's not wour
Pault I had to deal
with Nathaniel
without Wou.

got Chapman's
hiding place Prom
Midnight: I realized: You
were mohitoring
Chapman. You knew where
she was, and that she
hadn't changed location
Por weeks. But you
didn't do
anything.

to Pollow up on
itZ What,
R about "we"?

Ch...
well, the
thing is, I'm
committed to
somebhing else
right; this

second--

Somewhere in the Awake parts of A4 ...

Goob

AFTERNOON.

HAVE YOou
BROUGHT ME
ANOTHER FATIENT? I
DON'T SEE ONE, SO |
ASSUME YOU'RE JUST
COMING FORE A

.
As Por Nathaniel, there\ CHECK.
wasn't anubhing to say. I
brought: her to the ‘
-\ location Midnight set vp./ R '
1 Hello, CLO. I'm
/' Pollowing up on the
| last report Wou sent.
A\ You said Wou had some
. responses¥

keeping the
| vickims who didn't

B recover?

. g
wes, bhat location, ~
but ... those people

aren't there anymore. )

I'm ... not sure they're /

A

in Sleep anymore. /

She was a rat
Por the shortest time
oF any of them.® Honestly,
I don't know whether to be
pleased she's responding or
worried that she's not
restored already. It
certainly doesn't bode well &
Por the others in that &
condition. '

the cultists, we
can't even say Por
sure how long any of
them were
sUppressed, **

~-5igh--

Ah, well. Let me know
iP anything else
| happens. But remember:
secrecy. Send reports
only through 5U3.

WE'VE ALSO HAD
RESPONSES FROM ONE OF
THE FORMER CULTISTS IN WARD
TWO, BUT NOTHING SO
STRIKING. _
* THIS EEFERS T2 EVENTS IN 55 #2

## AND THIS T2 ONES IN 55 #3/4 =T

= Look, I'm hot dumb. I
redlized a while back that
f Midnight was either a Barker or was
'\ operating very, very close to one.
& There was just no other way to
u’ »._ explain her access.

‘ That automatically

4 makes her motivations
spspicious, as Far as I'm concerned. I
like looking Por manipulators, but I'm not
¢razy enough to get involved in Barker
internal politics. That's a good way to
N, get tossed out of sleep--or

worse.

I don't trust her. I need to be able
to trust you. But I can't trust you as
long as wou're holding back so much. And
don't try to tell me You're not. You're a
bad actor and a worse liar.

... L want you to be
able to trust me.

T'll tell you what: I can.
But some of it ...

When I handed
Nathaniel over to
Wou, Wou didn't 4ay a
damned thing, you didn't
ask me qgﬁﬁtiaﬁal
anything. I Pigured it :
was becauvse you were  BLb now I'm
still recovering Prom 4 5tarting Lo kind
being an Aiko. of wonder.

=

atart by telling me what you're really
working on, and what's got Wou 50
damned busy that You can't do the things
I Ehought Wou were wWorking on.

-




oW,
remember
Cole?

APter we both went ™ i
back into Sleep, I did “Gli
research on you. You werelif|:
exactly the kind of person @iEss, . .
I needed, plus Wou had a £}
personal stake.

Murdered my
Priend, tried to kill
me? Hard to

Porget..®

I5 this
the part
| |Where you tell
Foae L me you lied
) i to me?

ST ey

ot B R
s} L
I

TPl

...Right.
hen I met Wou Awake,
I wasn't tracking your
Priend. I was
tracking Cole.

I wish I'd cavght him in
Lime to stop him. BY the
time I reacted to that,
he'd run oPP chasing you.

I didn't know Por sure that Julia =
@reene was the manipulator, though You assumed that Cole had been
your Priend's death made it a lob more =, Working Por Greene, and I let You
likely. And I knew I covldn’t get Greene Jio> think that. I'm sorry.
without help. For one thing, as you've B T e

reminded me, I can't ack. % R

Is that
important?

Very. Cole was
working Por Clayton
arker.

My original
job--still MY job--i5
tracking and preventing
really nasty behavior ameong the
Barkers, Apart Prom Nathaniel,
Who's @ special case, Clayton's
the worst of the lot who have
actual pewer right now, s¢
== he's eaten a lot of my
: time.

You covld
have just told
me all that,
though.

You wouldn't
have helped me iP I
had. I knew Prom the
beginning You didn't want
to get involved in Barker
messes, And I've tried
tio keep you out of
those parts.

A short while before I
met you, I learned that
Clawbon was actively looking \§. "\
Por manipulators to work with. |§ i

Whatever he wanted them / 5408
Por, it wouldn't be good.

When I've been unavailable,
that's vsvally why. Cole khew My
identity and was out to get me, which
is why I was being careful about being
seen. That was solved wWhen he never came
back into Sleep, but Clavton hired a new
person Por dirty work, who spotted
me, and I had to lie low Por a while.
Remember?*

Your Priend
knew Greene was a
manipulator. I think Clavton
wanted to keep her Prom telling
anyone. I think he wanted a
chance to recruit Greene,

and keep her abilities a '
secret. =
il 4

That's
speculation, of
course, But I can't think
of any other reason
Clayton would have sent
Cole put to deal with
your Priend.

When Nathaniel's cult got
Clavtion, that put all my business
with him on hold, but he's regrouped
since then. Vigorously.

#* IN S5 #3 -T

And worse--the romor, which I'm having
trouble confirming, is that he's Pound
soMmeone new to work with. I bet you
dinner that person’s a
Manipulator of some kind,
ifit's true.

Meanwhile, Clauton Barker is paying one of his Prequent visits bo his lover ...

I know, I'm
very eary.

Strunk's people
didn't give vs any
resistance at all,
50 that part's a
done deal--

Hiaytuh!
~=gronk--

Hehp! e's--

Shhh.

Now, let's all be calm
and quiet and we'll
start over.



Claybon!

Tﬂigﬁfzﬁf‘ﬂ _ ok We haven't had a whole
Y. . : aPternoon together in I don't

= ’ kHOW how long.
S\ U ey

e ——
I hope
that means
things went
: well.

On! [ just: spilled
some wine, is all. | = e
Annette was & L
cleaning it vp. /4 £ 7~ Now, you go upstairs and
- | get comPortable. I'll be up in
) just a second.

‘1

Anyway ... I Peel like [
can't break aw ay Prom truying
to Pigure out what's going on with
Clawton. IF he does something
and I missit ...
Bot: I don't want Wou to stop
doing what you're doing!

\ Tracking down manipulators is
important. Midnight agrees.

Botbom line is, there
are two diFferent missions
here. And there's kind of &
2 AR S S Ve natural division of labor,
7 Scotch on the 9 - _ 5 ey becavse you --

rocks Por M. " : i -
Barker. And br'ing
another glass o
wine Por me. And, g il - W
"Annetbe”: I . - b ; b ot :
¥ don't have time to - | Thuzal V!
give Yoo More { No, no, I get it. _..--’b
reinforcement e
right: this minute, mbfpﬁ T‘Eﬂ i T e
but ... Ihe ’ - - ~
and those cute little ( And this has been )

e

runts will become the eating all your time?
gamyﬁaunds Wou can What do Wou do, watch

make. Understand? M N himzd7E

.
A

surveillance (  Areyou 2
doesn't do all that much pissed ofP? p
good. I mean, wWhen he - el o
wants to disappear, he '
¢an, and he does.

{, Yeth, mihthith.

Mostily what I've !
been doing is talking to ™
people For
. inPormation. &8
_.-""-'_ E_|_‘_‘-‘_-""---.
You're better at it™
than I am, but I don't
want to get you _
involved ...

Nothing I won't
get over.

. : I mean, you
/1, uh, have also e i Make senag, 50 iP
| been spending a lot e TR | | I don't like it, I
A\ of time with Lou. Y Well, I'M not going e guess that's my
s to Puss ab Wou about IR problem, huh?
\ thak.

.t_:_

- T I'll see you later.
Lititle jealous, Let me know if you
actually. get into anything

R
/~ Oh, hi, Ruby. ™
[ Just yourselP
S boday?

o P3N | w - “"“*x;; b ghan. X8
it ' ¢ - N [ Yeah, just me. I cany

I guess it's a Rl - -
start ... bub I'm just : I sib at the bar iP you

going to have to pin her down . , ' Wa’ﬁ%g@“ﬂfﬁﬁbh'ﬁ /
again later, and it's going to be ' en. 4
rough when I do. She does not o, . - ;
want bo tell me anything ; R, % o &7
about Midnight. : e /Mo, it's
; - Pine, we'll be
deserted until
=i dinner. It's just
Pamn it, | LA, Wou and those two
Chapman, if you Sk over there. Glass
hadn't been making all oP the house
these insinvations, I 1 red?
could have avoided - -
this Por months

e L I hate not,
ia, e : knowing my own head.
c.'an: % Eeﬁﬂﬁt;fum _ ¢ And I hate not having a Pix
I'm pissed ofP because - > Por whatever's happening
Leyna won't tell me | init.
everything, and how much
of it is becavse I need
someone to talk to and
she's not
volunteering.




I mean,
when you think
about ib, dicks

are really
Punny!

You've got
this thing on
wou and it just
kinda sticks
oub

B andit grows
¥| when you bouch
it

;1.- .

- s

L, R S

-

You don't want to

I‘l"u |'\‘II| .ﬁill. Illllu |""'| ]illl.
|.lll. .'I.I". .lklll. L‘:l E 5
me hot btwh
mh lehs ...

I.l"| .'Hl'l .|"II|.
0000h Yeh
-‘

~~giggle--

Well, that was Fon!
@Gotta run now!
Thanks Por the
date!

You've
had it happen
before? _

7~ Couple of times
in the last Pew
daus. I think it's a
publicity stunt Por
bhat kinky circus
thing.

Kinky circus thing?

——
Yeah. There's a
poster Por it on the
wall, around the
cornen.

oy
e,

|

—

——

#1717

L

Ree, are
Yo OK?

& And vou get all

red and

.MaHbE
p HﬂUﬁtEFttﬂ
. \dke '5':[U'Eﬁk-|ﬂ
noises

and it's super silly!

I'm going to blow
up wour balloon!

= S

oon!

s e o e
2l

A A

I want to make
Wou squeak!

bl

Hi, Trish!
What's up?

No, no, I
didn't mean to sound
like that. Just not having a
great day is all.

I'm Pree right now and I'm
happy to help. I'll be there
in 8 Pew minutes,




\Michael. I tried. /

Cheekbones a libble ~_
sharper, and sink the
cheeks more.
I ¢an roll the reference
mireor closer ifF wou

W No, I'm

good. Just
need another
minvte. stand-in
jobs take more
Pocus than
psval.

Anywau,
50, I understand
pecple have emergencies,
but I Peel like she could have
given me a [ittlewarning. We et
only have the one major scene o
lePt in this episode, but iF we
don't: Pinish now, it throws
the whole run behind
schedule ...

Heh.

You're
starting to
really sound like
a directonr.
Welcome tio
the club.

Ah, Michael 8.
At last.

With you
no longer there to
lead it, the resistance
will erumble quickly.

Keep telling

yourself

that.

We will

conti

hue to Fight

Wou as long as even

one o

P us remains

Lnecaptured.

Your time runs short.

Shorter than You imagine.

.

Michael. Y

Wake up. .c" ko

. |

I'm sorry,

——

Susan, ho-- l .
MMph-- t, . i
: — - ]
> 4sh. -
I 7 |

_l-'l"t'
-~
-

— Michael ™—_
/... L llnow Why you™,
/ didn't want to make

[ love to me downplanet,
Lwibh Wou having to be the
\ leader all the Gime ... /
' people always
~._around ... .~
e

I,.-v"fﬁut we're here now,
| and this may be our last
{, chance. Qur onlyf chance.
"'-.MI want you, Michael.

|
. |
You'll love it here. No
more worries. No more ¥
having to lead all the |
time. You do what you're|
told, and have lots of
. sex.Doesn't that /
. sound nice?

, ‘*ﬂ—— s
.. 808an? N\

hy

Vi
/

{' Pamn. I was hoping ]
\,  Wou'd escaped

" A

them.

—

... 5he's such &

good liar, isn't she?

You khow, you
sprprised everybody when Wou
petitioned to take Lp this property
after Cobermauer, uh,
dePauvlted.*

Well, truth is,
I did it becavse I
readlly like the role
and I didn't want it
to end.

But I've Pound
out I also like the
writing and directing
parts! I don't know if I'm
a goodawriter, but this
isn't @ hard seript,
eit:her.,

two rules: There
has to be lots of sex,
and the aliens
alwaus have to
- Win. '

* IN S5 #5, WHIICH WILL ALSS HELFP MAKE
SENSE &OF THE REST &F THIS FAGE-——MAYBE. -T

IP I were you, I'd worry
more about Your bime.
You see, we
can't let you return to the
planet. You cavse too much
trouble down there.

.

But iP you are to
stay here, it will be as a
toy Por the princess, and Her
Luminance only accepts toys
in @ particular ...
conPiguration.

8o either you'll
volunteer Por sex
transPormation, or I'm afraid
we'll have to send you to the
experimental laboratories. You
Might: look inberesting with

You may have a
night to consider it. I see
the Cylas have collared and
imprinted You, o these cuPPs
can come ofF. The Cylas will
lead Wou to a dormancy
chamber.

| W

Y That's why we sent her :
down to infilkrate you. And |
she did an excellent job. 4

That second part
seeMs like kind of a ™
hard sell. ~ No, it's gold, trust
me. There are a o6 of
people who watch this and
get oPP on imagining
themselves as an alien
princess' sex slave. Though
they might never admit
it to anybody!

C'mon, I'll introduce
You to Rich. He's dumb as
dirt, but he can
remember lines.

No! I don't
believe it. You're

trying to poison
MY head.

.
>
> 4
'\.1-
N o
™

7 Homan, iPIwantto i

o poison your head, I'll '

A brainclamp wou. Which may
Wet happen. But--

| 8047
Yes,
Mistress?

804, I want
Wou to evalvate this
onhe Por sexual
Pitness.

Consider it a
reward Por your
performance
downplanet.




When everyone knows what bhey're deoing, scenes go Past. Helping ovt Trish only
took a couple of hours, I could have gone Prom there bo a slighbly-late dinner.

I didn't, bhough. Instead, I went to check out the circus. Which was not
performing that night, apparentiy. DCoors shut and locked. Ne schedule posted.

I was in a real shitkicker of a mood. Not that I expected bo Pool arovnd with
Trish--we didn't have that kind of relaticnship--but 1'd been hoping she'd oPPer
to go have coffPee or something afterward, and she didn't. Plus, watching her
get to have sex on seb had made me horny. On top of the angry, lonely, and
Mopey I alreaady rad, it was an explosive combination of "-i" adjectives.

Oh,
Ruby's Ok,
April. she's @
director and
writer and
actor.

She got me out =
of a really bad situation.
I think I told you about that,
but you might: not
remember.*

# S5 #1, IN CASE YouU DON'T RBEMEMBER EITHER- =T

I'd checked in with Orchid 8 covple of times
after the Julia Greene stUEF Eo make sure she
was recovering Ok, bub then I got caught up in

other things, and it had been a while. I was

surprised how good it Pelt to see her again.

... She wWas
in, Yknow, a more
normal kind oP circus Por
a while. It didn't do very
well, and this is really
what she wanted to
do anyway.

But she's had
some trouble Pinding
people. Everybody thinks
it's eibher too risky or too
weird, or both. And now with
- S\ 5ara backing out ab thf/

' *11_!35!:- minvte ... -

o

— — —
— =~

N

\ [
/ \, learning all these new /

u things ... A/

- -
-|'-|.|__‘ B, T —
e

Oh, I love it! .
Ijust hope I get a chance
ol to actually perform. April
doesn't want to admit
how worried she is.

e m

= o

Anyway, that's my excuse Por what I did next: I went
around back and Pound 8 door that wasn't locked.

Can I help
Wou with something?
Performances don't
start Por two more
days.

It was very dark backstage, with all the lights 0Pl
and only the Moon in the windows illuminating
anuthing. The sole dressing room was deserted. But I
hedrd voices coming Prom elsewhere in the bheatre.

I'm I-ﬂnhing For
whoever's in
¢charge ... 1 had a
couple of
questions ...

Well,
that would be
me, but--

Would you mind
coming over closer to
the window?

7 How do
You Peel about
y kink work ?#_..-*

.

.---5'"' h--.-r

sorry, I have
to go deal
with that.

Pon't worry,
she's not losing her
Mind, she's just got too
Mmuch going on right
nOW.

Onrchid,
Wou Might
explain our
problem to
her.

Hey, are you hungry?
I've been practicing all
aPternoon and I missed

dinner. /

¥ Let me put on
some street clobhes
and we'll get: something to
h eat and I'll tell you all
about it.

And one thing led to another.

.'/. f-"f- QI-H, but how did ""\-q-_-_gﬂ-— :

I/ g.zau get sucked into N
this? It sounds like you've) =
{ redlly gotben into it, }"""——""‘

Buby! Hew!
What are you deoing
here?

- You know
this person,
Orchid?

It's a

signiPicant part of

MY income.
Why do you--




Four days later.

L

—
" Alright, you. T~
/ It's time Lo get at "
( whatever's eating you, |

\becavse this pout is not a /
good look.

15 it something

with Ruby?
7,

You're T,
telepathic

nowZz s
= No, but I have

to read people FFEWH
well to do my job. £

And, o
oPPense, but You
don't have too many

Wl people you let: get: close.

You and I don't seem to
be pissed off at each
other, 5o that

leaves her.

==

15 she mad at
You, are You mad at
her, or both?

"Qo have a look! IF there's somebhing weird, wou'll
Pind ovt. IP not, she'll be happy Wou showed Up to
\| support her. I'd join wou, but I'm allergic to clowns.”

L-"..,"'._ E?;;h\: "'.- -

—

—

'\.‘__-

TTTm—

\

t In our show, however, the main x}
attractionis ... you

1]_._,_.—-—'_

IIIII

... well, let's call it a heated
discussion. I was doing some
things she didn't like. I tried to
explain and apologize, and she
s3id she wasn't vpset, bt I
haven't heard From her
since then.

I'm not
sure I should call
her iP she's mad at me
right now, and ... I'm
diso a little worried Why

about her. would you be
worried?

Good evening! Welcome to the
Cirgque Diaboligue!

' Fi— 4 — R WS
gy = ," -‘-'-.. :

P -
- e A
= iy Bl

."’.

e I am your host, and these are my
== vivacious assistants, Rose and Violet.

T
-

'

il

She was investigating
something on her own. She might
have gotten in too deep. _«

I'd bet on Ruby to
be able to dig herself
out of any hole she
gets into.

But iP you're
concerned, Why not
go check the circus?
For all you know,
that's been keeping
her too busy bo
talk to Wou.

/... You know
i...__ﬁﬂmething I don't.
Ruby keeps
me informed about X
what she's doing, since I

arrange nearly two-thirds \J

of her jobs. She lePt a
message the obher day that
she'd taken a temporary gig,

with the Cirque Diabolique /
down in the River ¢
Distnict. ¥

They opened 3
couple of nights ago. &

Not much of &
crowd eibher. Seems
like they're going on

word of mouth alone, so L
guess that's not a
sUrprise.

I can't tell under that
Makeup whether she's
being compelled.

e,

-~

-

e,

Which means, in order to
begin, we will need a volunteer )
From the avdience. 4

e,

{ﬂ""'*ﬁh. it looks like Violet has r!auna"""'*}

\‘
=

o
-

W SOMeone. Bring her up here.

_-r-
g—

-H"“—-—._._______,_.—-——_'-F




Applavse Por
Zed wﬁé'é';t;fer' | She's going to help vs With
Fica-e: an acrobatic act, though she
- doesn't know it wet.

In order to
do that, we're
going to have to
Make a Pew
changes.

Don't worry,
we'll put her back
the way she was

when we're
done.

Now, let's see ...

that's a good Bigger ... you're doing
start. But we're great ... keep going ...
going to need to
0 MUCH
urther.

I should warn wou,
Wour dress is probably
not going to ...

Ah, yes, there it goes.

Qooh, now we're
getbing somewhere.

- Ijust want
to run My hands all
over you ... and [ know
it Must Peel so good.
four Skin is very ? And there wou have it,
sensitive right audience! Full sphericality! Like an
How. ; - exercise ball, but Much more Pun
especially Por her!

Roll her around a little, ladies, so the
audience understands what I mean.

- Aren't those the
cutﬂaf:- hoises? They're
a litble MuPPled, of course,
(but I know how we can make
them louder.

I khow something | . b P
/ that Peels even better \ : ” . Ready, Violet? |
... bub Wou have to let | & '

yourself go all the way.
Let: it take Wou all in.

Don't worry.

An astonishing
display of balance, poise,
and grace!

fa'f““

.‘-

)
g

And bettween the

rolling over the Ploor and
Viclet's delicate ! '
Pootsteps ... : And you see, as
! ; : promised: none the

| ! worse Por wear, just a
| : little Plushed and out

m _ of breath.

: - | 1

1I
e -
— -

(' Oh, 1 think we're close now.

0

.
Sy

~~giggle--
| Looks like she really

| \ o . e v
2% mqk e : ' 4 ... and there we go. _ had a ball

«




P =,

Ad o W e We're going to need to
another volunteer! going

L get those clothes ofP you Pirst.
= ;—*’“‘*{;mx Rose and Violet will help wou
-~ Jou--yes, You, right here ™~ with that.
{"' in the Pront row.
. Jou look likely. Want to be
. brave and come up? -~

B

Oh, don't worry, they're R
harmless. Mostly.

(Try not, to tickle him, ladies.) /

-

\

Now, I don't e
want to give you a " Rose will help you ™
complex or anything, and ( with that. She's very )

I'm sure it's perPectly good at blowing vp
adequate Por most balloons.

needs ... i

... but it's not neariy
big enough Por what I
have in mind.

Not o worry, though.

P i

" Miright, Rose, I bhink Ooh, it 5queaks
(,q~ that's probably enough. ) when I rob my Pinger
p over it/ Now, who likes
e — balloon animals? Shall we
do @ poodleZ Or I can try
Por a lion!

—

-~-giggle--
We wouldn't want it to pop. .




. o

N Seventy minutes and several volunteers ... even
" | [ater, the circus performance has ended. without any of the
. Leynd slips backstage. aerial material, the 'm

crowd is going up. I ;
think we may pull sorry I'm not
through. ready For the

This may U i trapeze
torn out o o | Wet--
be a horrible - \

idea.

Pon't be silly!

You've been doing a great
job. You've got: the ball
balancing down, and that's
important. Besides, we can't do
the trapeze work with just
Wou ... Ruby, want to learn
to be an aerialist?

It's tempting
... bUG I can't step
away Prom my usoal
work Por too long. I think
Wou heed someone
who's in Por the long
haul.

Leyna!

What are you
doing here?

That again?
You took this job unexpectediy, : ;
and aPter those people getting I thought we discussed all this.
turned into clowns ...

I hadn't had a
chance to tell her
about it.

It's Ok,
Leyna. Nobody's
being controlled.
At least, not
withoUt
permission.

ey

e

-‘H‘"‘-..

It's hard to promote ™
somebhing like this, You know?
The clowning was an inkeresting|
way to get people thinking /
about the show. >
/" arranged it With them ahead of "\

[ time. The ones in the audience are
\ \boo. I don't: tell them exactiy wha:rlt'-,r

o IM going to do, but bheg re ,..

o T up Por it

—All those pﬂa;_?lh;ﬁ“ﬂ-..,_‘
were ringers. shills. I ™

—"-.-

" 1 look Por people who ™
/ get ofP on public display.
" Embarrassment. Homiliation.
[ Some of them Preak out a little
L aPterward, but trust me, they

f

secretiv love it.

‘x., I had lots of volunteers. When
. bhe word spreads about the ,
. Ccircus, I'll get even -/ ||
. 4 more. o
-__"""—-—.___.—-—"""_-- _H_..--'" __"'--.._‘_
Lﬂuna let's go geb

'ﬁme coPPee or 5amebhmg \

Just let: me take off this |
\ Pace and put on some  /

\_ street clothes. /

..-'"‘--

\"1.

= | _ : A | 20 how
I'msorry. B m XA - . | e long are you
3 | * - g commitbed to
know I'm rlr:rt - - the circus?
very good at A L & ' '
bhat. ¥ Yes, I Pigured L g o .
bhat 0ub. BOb I bhink R ‘ - Good question.

oL can do it. You're i : ‘ y I'dlike to stay on
? managing it with % until April Pinds

LoU, Fight? A | soMeohe else to train.
only " “‘E‘;‘a ' | But I may not be able
Don't be. ) SN because Lov © ‘-.j:_-. % \ . | to do that.
It's sweet that L bells me when 1 = - v . B

e - iy SCMEW Up. And you " :
. Woeried, il ! Ghink T Won's do = - How about You?
6, I don't mean i _ that? : You've got a lot of
that. I'm sorry I ; coordination. You could

haven't done a P k . robably handie a
better job of bhis. A Qﬂﬂd } , pbrapez.?e pretty
' pﬂ[”tl ! 'wlg”

—_——— o

... I need your help. '\ T & ‘ .
But I don't Peel like 1F¢an I don't £ I'M not; sure I
- ; P e*-p&t Hou i:-r:r - N could handle some of
ask Por Your help if I don't - -
. / be perfect at it ] the ... obher parts
;e[p yoo. ;-;ﬂiffg["ﬂ = ;usu want you to try. | o the job.
eeping Up the bargain. Well. T'M not I have to do betber

doing great either. IP too. I was dePintely — Mso, I look

bhis ¢incus SLUPP, You $, things on g and I; 3 - makeup. I tried it Por

wouldn't have had bo B shovldn't have. a cosbume once.
worry. But, Leyna, the N“\ Never again.

thing is, I don't want a [
"bargain.” I want 2 Motual efPort. eh.

Priendship. IP we're going to _ _ Ok 4% "\ Are there any
keep working together. T - = photos?

I admit
hothing.



